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In the name of Allah, the Most Compassionate, the Most 

Merciful 

Dedicated 

to my parents.. 

This is only some of what you used to supplicate Allah Almighty for me. I would 

not be able to return even a small portion of your abundant giving and kindness 

to me. 

It is then dedicated to every person who loves the Almighty Lord and seeks to 

draw close to Him. 

To you, I dedicate the fruit of my effort, which I implore Allah Almighty to 

accept. 

Introduction of the Second Edition 

All praise is due to Allah Almighty, and may Allah’s peace and blessings be 

upon His Prophet Muhammad. 

I here present this second edition to my dear readers after the first edition, 

with its 6000 copies has been sold out over a short period of time, praise be to 

Allah. After the content of the book has been revised and subjected to some 

additions and omissions, hopefully the book will be more adequate for its 

readers, tackles the topic at hand, and achieves its desired objective. 

I intend to spread useful knowledge in pursuit of reward from my Lord, hence, 

I permit printing of the book with conditions: 

There should be no omission or addition; and it should be printed in a fine 

manner that befits its content. Moreover, correspondence should take place via 

the mobile number 00966564570117 or the e-mail ga.1440.ga@gmail.com 
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so as to make sure the book has not experienced any modification or addition. 

Indeed, no book whatsoever is perfect save the Book of the Almighty Lord. 

I would also like to give thanks to Dar Ibn Al-Jawzi and Al-Mutanabbi Bookshop 

for their past efforts. I ask Allah Almighty for guidance, success, and acceptance, 

and all praise is due to Allah, Lord of the worlds. 

AUTHOR  
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Introduction 

All praise is due to Allah, and may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon Prophet 

Muhammad, his family, and Companions. 

One of the best means of increasing faith is to know Allah Almighty through His 

names, attributes, and actions. Each name of Allah is like a door through which 

we can approach Him.  

﴿ َ سۡمَاءٓ  ٱوَلَِلّه
َ
وه  ٱفَ  لحۡ سۡنَى  ٱ لأۡ  [ 180 :]الأعراف ﴾ …بهََاۖ   دۡع 

{And to Allah belong the best names, so invoke Him by them...} [Surat al-A‘rāf: 
180]. 

If that is the case, then how about those who memorize them all! The Prophet 

(may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) is authentically reported to have 

said: “Verily, Allah has ninety-nine names, one-hundred minus one. 

Whoever memorizes them all will enter Paradise.” [Narrated by Al-Bukhāri 

and Muslim] 

I used to implore Allah Almighty to grant me the honor of memorizing them. In 

1430 AH, I began to recite them in a brief form. Thereupon, I perceived the 

eagerness of the listeners to know the names and attributes of Allah Almighty. 

How could any believer not be eager to know them while his love for Allah and 

longing to meet Him grows upon knowing each name?! 

How could a believer not long to know the names and attributes of his Lord 

when he knows that they are the lifeline for those who are distressed, wronged, 

sick, imprisoned, confused, or in debt?! 

How could a believer not long to know the names and attributes of his Lord 

when he knows that they are the keys to relief, happiness, and opulence?! 

Indeed, those who know them well will always be in happiness. 

Hence, I implored Allah Almighty to enable me to write down a book that will 

be a legacy for me and a spring from which good things are taken. So, I 

embarked upon my endeavor, adopting the approach of compiling and phrasing 

only, as I know that I am not a good author and my skills in this area are modest. 
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I compiled all what I laid my eyes on and recorded everything I felt comfortable 

about, hoping that I made the right choices, in which I was keen to stick to the 

beliefs of the righteous predecessors with regard to the names and attributes of 

Allah. 

Then, I put it in beautiful and eloquent phrases, taking into consideration the 

different levels and types of learners and learned people and keeping away from 

the purely academic style. 

I only cited Sahīh (authentic) and Hasan (sound) Hadīths and did not explore 

traditions and biographies. 

My intent is to make the reading easy and interesting and let the reader get 

the message through the easiest and shortest way. 

I hope my book will bring happiness, relieve distress, comfort hearts, boost 

faith, increase knowledge, fill hearts with faith, and feed minds with knowledge. 

All grace and praise are due to Allah Almighty alone, then the credit goes to 

the virtuous scholars from whom I collected these good fruits. Whatever I did 

right belongs to Allah and to Him I give thanks for it; and whatever I did wrong is 

from myself and from the devil. I intended nothing but good, and I ask for Allah’s 

forgiveness and repent to Him. 

Finally, I am humbled to offer you the product of my modest efforts and skills, 

praising Allah Almighty for helping me accomplish it and imploring Him to accept 

it. I hereby declare to Allah Almighty that I love and trust Him. 

I implore Allah Almighty to give abundant rewards to me, to those from whom 

I collected the material, and to those who took part in revising, correcting, 

arranging, copying, and printing this book or shared with their advice or opinion. 

I also ask Allah Almighty to render the content of this book right and to accept 

it as purely done for His sake; and I implore Him to make it a means for winning 

His love and drawing closer to Him and to forgive me, my parents, my teachers, 

my family, and all Muslims; indeed, He is All-Hearing, Responsive. 

Yours, 

‘Abdullah ibn Mushabbib al-Qahtāni 
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qa.1440.qa@gmail.com 

Mobile phone (for WhatsApp correspondence): 

966564570117 

My Lord... 

How grave, serious, and weighty the situation will be! 

Words cannot describe it, the heart shivers, the tongue stutters, and the mind 

gets perplexed. Your servant stands before You, weak and humble, wanting to 

praise You and reveal to You what lies hidden within himself, and You are the 

Knower of all things. 

No matter how much we praise You, Your greatness is far bigger! 

O Lord! 

We know that our praise and glorification of You, our extolling of Your majesty, 

and our remembrance of You are but a blessing and a favor from You upon all of 

us. You are the One Who has guided us to this. 

And We know that You, O Lord, are beyond the laudation and praise of 

anyone. 

O Allah, accept from us the favors You have bestowed upon me and upon 

those who read these words, and pardon our shortcomings. 

To Allah I extend my praise and good words that are pleasing to Him. 

1 - 2 

Allāh Al-ilāh (Allah; the God) 

We begin with the greatest and best name humanity has ever known. It is the 

best name and the most beautiful letters to be uttered by the tongue. It is close 

to our hearts and souls and gives us a feeling of comfort and tranquility. 

This is the name “Allah”,  
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ا   ۥهَلۡ تَعۡلمَ  لهَ   ....﴿  [65 :]مريم   ﴾ ٦٥سَمَي ّٗ

{...Do you know of any that is given His namesake?} [Surat Maryam: 65] 

The name “Allah” exclusively belongs to Him, apart from all else. No one else is 

called as such or claims to have this name. Allah Almighty prevented people’s 

minds and tongues from using this name for anyone else. 

Indeed, Allah Almighty is the Owner of majesty, beauty, grandeur, awe, and 

might. 

No matter what we say to describe Your greatness, You are still far greater. 

All Your attributes are holy, and we chant them in glorification of Your majesty. 

When the name “Allah” is mentioned, what is little increases, fear goes away, 

distress and anguish are relieved, need turns into opulence, the weak become 

strong, the humiliated become honorable, the poor get rich, and the defeated 

become victorious. 

It is the name by which distress is removed, blessings are brought, 

supplications are answered, good things occur, evil things are averted, and 

errors are forgiven. Nothing is greater than the Almighty Lord! 

The name “Allah” comes from the word “ilāh”, which means deity. Allah 

Almighty says:  

هۡلَ  ﴿
َ
علَىَ    لكَۡتَ بَ ٱيََٰٓأ ول واْ  تَق  وَلاَ  مۡ  ديَنكَ  فيَ  تَغۡل واْ  َ ٱلاَ  ها    لِلّه مَرۡيَمَ   بۡن  ٱعَيسَى    لمَۡسَيح  ٱإنَهمَا    لحۡقَه  ٱإلَ
ول    َ ٱرَس  َ    ۥٓوكََلمََت ه    لِلّه ۖ فَـ َامَن واْ ب َنۡه  وحٞ م  لقَۡى هَآ إلَيَ  مَرۡيَمَ وَر 

َ
َ ٱأ لهََ   لِلّه ول واْ ثلََ ثَة      لاَوَ   ۖۦ وَر س  ْ ٱتَق  وا مۡ    نتَه  ا لهك  خَيۡرّٗ

بۡحَ نَه    لِلّه  ٱإنَهمَا   ونَ لهَ     ۥٓإلََ هٞ وَ حَدٞۖ س  ن يكَ 
َ
هه     ۥأ ۘٞ ل مَ وَ تَ ٱمَا فيَ     ۥوَلدَٞ رۡضَ  ٱوَمَا فيَ    لسه

َ
َ   لأۡ َ ٱوَكَفَى  ب  ﴾ ١٧١وَكيَلّٗا  لِلّه

 [ 171 :]النساء

{O People of the Book, do not exceed the limits in your religion, and attribute 
to Allah nothing except the truth. The Messiah, Jesus, son of Mary, was only a 
Messenger of Allah, and His command that He conveyed unto Mary, and a spirit 
from Him. So, believe in Allah and in His Messengers, and do not say: “(Allah is a) 
trinity.” Give up this assertion; it would be better for you. Allah is indeed just one 
God. Far exalted is He from having a son. To Him belongs all that is in the 
heavens and on the earth. Allah is sufficient as a guardian.} [Surat an-Nisā’: 171] 
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 Ibn ‘Abbās (may Allah be pleased with him and his father) said: “Allah is the 

God and Lord of all His servants.” Allah, Blessed and Exalted, is the Loved and 

Extolled One for Whom people’s souls yearn and they find tranquility and 

intimacy by remembering Him and drawing closer to Him.  

اسَ ٱوَمَنَ  ﴿ د ونَ    لنه مَن  يَتهخَذ   َ ٱمَن  َ    لِلّه ب  كَح  مۡ  حَبُّونَه  ي  ا  ندَادّٗ
َ
َۖ ٱأ هذَينَ ٱوَ   لِلّه َِۗ    ل ه َ ا لِلّ  ب ّٗ ح  شَدُّ 

َ
أ      ﴾ ....ءَامَن وٓاْ 

 [ 165 :]البقرة 

{And among the people are those who take other than Allah as equals [to 
Him]. They love them as they [should] love Allah. But those who believe are 
stronger in love for Allah...} [Surat al-Baqarah: 165] 

He is the One Whose help is sought at the time of disasters and afflictions.  

َن ن عَۡمَةٖ فَمَنَ ﴿ م م  َۖ ٱوَمَا بكَ  م   لِلّه ك  رُّ ٱث مه إذََا مَسه ونَ  لضُّ  [ 53 :]النحل ﴾ ٥٣فَإلَيَۡهَ تَجۡـ َر 

{And whatever you have of favor - it is from Allah. Then when adversity 
touches you, to Him you cry for help.} [Surat an-Nahl: 53] 

Minds and intellects get perplexed about Him and cannot grasp His essence, 

and His servants cannot encompass Him in knowledge.  

ونَ بهََ  .....﴿ حَيط  ا  ۦوَلاَ ي   [110 :]طه ﴾ ١١٠عَلۡمّٗ

{...But they do not encompass Him in knowledge.} [Surat Tāha: 110] 

Allah Almighty is the One Who is deified by people in love for Him and 

humiliation, fear, hope, glorification, and obedience. 

He is the true God, and all beings worshiped apart from Him are nothing but 

false and helpless deities. 

Allah Almighty is the Possessor of all divine attributes - the attributes of 

perfection, majesty, beauty, and greatness - and is far exalted above their 

opposites. 

Hearts deify Him and souls yearn for Him. 

So, when a person knows the meaning of the name “Allah”, his heart gets 

attached to his Lord such as feeling such love, longing, and pleasure that are 
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more beautiful and pleasant than all else. That is the greatest thing with which 

the worshipers worship Him and His pious servants get close to Him.  

تيَ ....﴿
ۡ
مۡ وَي حَبُّونهَ    لِلّه  ٱفسََوفَۡ يأَ حَبُّه   [54 :]المائدة ﴾ ....  ۥٓبقََوۡمٖ ي 

{...He loves them, and they love Him...} [Surat al-Mā’idah: 54]. 

One’s real happiness depends on the degree of his knowledge of Allah’s names 

and attributes. 

Shaykh al-Islam Ibn Taymiyyah (may Allah have mercy upon him) said: “There 

is a Paradise in the worldly life; whoever does not enter it will not enter Paradise 

in the Hereafter.” 

One of the knowledgeable servants of Allah said: “Sometimes my heart 

experiences certain status in which I say: ‘If the dwellers of Paradise will be in a 

status like this, they will surely have a good life.’” 

Ibn ‘Uyaynah said: “Allah has not bestowed upon His servants a better favor 

than letting them know ‘La ilāha illallāh’ (there is no god except Allah). To them, 

‘La ilāha illallāh’ (there is no god except Allah) in the Hereafter will be like water 

to them in the worldly life.” 

The believer knows that this condition can only exist through the power and 

will of Allah Almighty. If Allah loves a servant, He puts love in his heart; and when 

the servant loves Him, through guidance from Allah, He still rewards him with 

additional love, and that is utter benevolence from the Almighty Lord, as it all 

comes from Him. 

The greatest name: 

Al-Qurtubi mentioned that some scholars said: “The name ‘Allah’ is the 

greatest name, which if He is invoked with, He answers the invocation, and if He 

is asked with, He gives.” 

The Messenger of Allah (may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) heard a 

man saying: “Allāhumma inni as’aluka bi’anni ash-hadu annaka anta Allāh 

la ilāha illa ant, Al-Ahad As-Samad al-ladhi lam yalid wa lam yūlad wa lam 

yakun lahu kufuwan ahad (O Allah, I ask you by the fact that I testify that 

You are Allah, and there is no god but You, You are the Eternal Refuge, 
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Who neither begets nor is He begotten, nor is there any equivalent to 

Him).” Thereupon, the Prophet (may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) 

said: “By the One in Whose hand my soul is, he asked Allah by His greatest 

name, which if He is supplicated with, He answers the supplication, and if 

He is asked with, He gives.” [ Narrated by the Compilers of Sunan as well as 

Ahmad in his Musnad; Sahīh (authentic)] 

It is the only name that occurs in all the Hadīths in which the Prophet (may 

Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) informed about the greatest name of 

Allah. 

It also occurs in and is closely associated with most reported Dhikrs like Tahlīl 

(saying: La ilāha illallāh (there is no god except Allah), Takbīr (saying: Allāhu 

akbar (Allah is the Most Great), Tahmīd (saying: Alhamdulillāh (praise be to 

Allah), Tasbīh (saying: Subhānallāh (glory be to Allah), Hawqalah (saying: La 

hawla wa la quwwata illa billāh (there is no power nor strength except through 

Allah), and Basmalah (saying: Bismillāh (in the name of Allah). 

This name is the root of all the beautiful names of Allah. It is not attributed to 

any of them; rather, they are all attributed to this great name. No one says, for 

example: “Allah” is one of the names of the Most Compassionate or the Most 

Merciful; rather, we say: “The Most Compassionate” or “the Most Merciful” is 

one of the names of Allah. 

﴿ َ سۡمَاءٓ  ٱوَلَِلّه
َ
وه  ٱفَ  لحۡ سۡنَى  ٱ لأۡ  [ 180 :]الأعراف ﴾ .....بهََاۖ   دۡع 

{And to Allah belong the most beautiful names...} [Surat al-A‘rāf:180] 

The form by which Allah Almighty is most frequently supplicated is: 

“Allāhumma” (O Allah). The Messenger of Allah (may Allah’s peace and blessings 

be upon him) would often supplicate Allah Almighty saying: “Allāhumma” (O 

Allah). 

Al-Hasan al-Basri (may Allah have mercy upon him) said: “‘Allāhumma’ (O 

Allah) is the comprehensive form of supplication. If a supplicant says: ‘O Allah, I 

implore You,’ it is as if he said: ‘I supplicate Allah, to Whom belong the beautiful 

names and sublime attributes, by His names and attributes.’” 
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With this name, every affair is commenced in pursuit of blessing. 

Moreover, it is the first name in the first verse of the Qur’an:  

َ ٱبِسۡمِ ﴿ َ  لحۡمَۡد  ٱ ١لرهحَيمَ ٱ لرهحۡمَٰنِٱ لِلّه َ رَب   [2-1 :]الفاتحة ﴾ ٢ لۡعَ لَمَينَ ٱلَِلّه

{In the name of Allah, the Most Compassionate, the Most Merciful} or {Praise 
be to Allah, Lord of the worlds} [Surat al-Fātihah: 1]. 

It is also the last name mentioned in Surat al-Nās:  

اسَ ٱإلََ هَ ﴿  [ 3 :]الناس ﴾ ٣لنه

{The God (ilāh) of mankind.} [Surat an-Nās: 3] 

It is also the only name in the testimony of faith, which turns a person from 

disbelief into Islam: “Ash-hadu alla ilāha illallāh” (I testify that there is no god but 

Allah). This testimony is invalid without this name. 

Due to the great honor attached to this great name, Allah will lift it off the 

earth at the end of time, after taking the souls of the believers. The Prophet 

(may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) said: “The Hour will not come 

while there is anyone who says: Allah, Allah.” [Narrated by Muslim] This is 

the name that occurs most in the Noble Qur’an. It occurs more than 2200 times. 

Commenting on the verse that says:  

ْ ٱق لَ ﴿ وا َ ٱ دۡع  وَ  لِلّه
َ
ْ ٱأ وا  [110 :]الإسراء ﴾ .... لرهحۡمَ نَۖ ٱ دۡع 

{Say: “Call upon Allah or call upon the Most Compassionate”...} [Surat al-Isrā’: 
110] 

some scholars said: “He singles out these two names for mention in the above 

verse given their special merit, and He puts the name ‘Allah’ first because of its 

additional honor.” The Prophet (may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) is 

authentically reported to have said: “Indeed, the dearest of your names to 

Allah Almighty is ‘Abdullah and ‘Abd ar-Rahmān.” [Narrated by Muslim] 

So, be with Allah and He will be with you. 

If a person does not go to his Lord willingly, he will do so under the compulsion 

of need and necessity. 
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We should stand humble before Allah Almighty and call Him when we are in 

distress. 

Indeed, the All-Generous Lord responds to those who call upon Him. 

When people suffer hardships, distress, and severe crises and they become 

totally helpless, they call out saying: O Allah! 

When a person becomes seriously ill and doctors cannot treat him, he calls 

out: O Allah! When the sea becomes rough and dark, those on a boat call out: O 

Allah! When the land becomes arid and people suffer famine and drought, they 

call out: O Allah! 

He is Allah, the refuge at times of distress, the companion at times of 

loneliness, and the supporter at times of weakness. 

People are too powerless to cause any harm or bring about any benefit not 

predestined by Allah Almighty. So, let your heart be deeply attached to Allah 

Almighty. 

All ropes get cut off except for His rope, and all doors get closed except for His 

door.  

جَيب  ﴿ ن ي  مه
َ
ضۡطَره ٱأ وءَٓ ٱإذََا دَعاَه  وَيكَۡشَف   لمۡ   [62 :]النمل ﴾ ... لسُّ

{Is He [not best] Who responds to the desperate one when he calls upon Him 
and removes evil...} [Al-Naml: 62] 

Al-Nasafi (may Allah have mercy upon him) said: “Al-Wāsiti said: ‘Whoever 

asks from Allah alone will not be in need, and whoever seeks honor from Allah 

will not be humiliated.’” Al-Husayn said: “A person becomes self-sufficient as 

much as he stands in need before Allah.” 

O you who are in distress, rejoice, for indeed your distress will be relieved. 

Despair may sometimes take its toll upon you; but Allah brings ease after 

hardship. So, if you are afflicted, put your trust in Allah and be content with 

whatever He wills, for you have none but Him. 

Rejoice, for relief will come to you from Allah. Do not lose hope, for your needs 

will be fulfilled by Allah. Do not show impatience, for Allah is the One Who 
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predestined all things and He is the One Who removes afflictions. So, Allah is 

sufficient for You in everything. 

There is no god except Allah. O Allah, we have not worshiped You as properly 

as You deserve. 

O Allah, I ask You Paradise and the words and deeds that bring one closer to it, 

and I seek refuge in You from Hellfire and from the words and deeds that bring 

one closer to it. 

3 

Ar-Rabb (The Lord) 

Knocking on the door.. 

O Lord, we ask You by Your honor and our humiliation, by Your power and our 

weakness, and by Your lack of need for us and our need for You. We stand 

before You as wrongful servants. You have lots of servants apart from us, but we 

have no Lord except You. There is no refuge or escape from You but to You. 

We supplicate and implore You as Your needy, humble, and fearful servants. 

We stand before You in total submission and with tearful eyes and humble 

hearts. We implore You to forgive us and all Muslims and to admit us into Your 

mercy, O the Most Merciful of those who show mercy! 

A servant has none but his Lord to seek help from. 

He is the only One Who helps us at times of distress and hardship. 

He is the Owner of the whole world and all that inhabits it. 

Who can remove afflictions, near or distant? 

Who can prevent disasters just before they strike? 

It is only You, our Lord, Who does this. 

In the lines to come, we are honored to speak about one of the beautiful 

names of Allah, namely “Ar-Rabb” (the Lord), Blessed and Exalted. 
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Allah Almighty says:  

 

 [ 17 :]الرحمن ﴾ ١٧لمَۡغۡربََينَۡ ٱوَرَبُّ   لمَۡشۡرقََينَۡ ٱرَبُّ ﴿

{(He is) the Lord of the two easts and the Lord of the two wests.} [Al-Rahmān: 
17] 

He also says: 

ٖ رهحَيمٖ ﴿ َن رهب  ا م 
ّٗ  [58 :]يس ﴾ ٥٨سَلَ مٞ قَوۡل

{“Peace”, a word from a Most Merciful Lord.} [Yasīn: 58] 

Our Lord is the Creator, the Owner, the Manager, and the Disposer of affairs. 

He is the Lord of lords and the deity of worshipers. He possesses the kingdoms, 

the kings, and all creation. He manages the affairs and interests of His servants, 

human and jinn, and He is the Sustainer in the worldly life and in the Hereafter. 

His Lordship to His servants falls under two categories: 

General Lordship: This comprises all beings, pious and wicked, believers and 

disbelievers, and even inanimate objects. 

It means that He creates them, provides for them, manages their affairs, and 

bestows favors upon them. 

Special Lordship: It means that He raises and educates His close and chosen 

servants through faith and guidance, and He reforms their hearts, souls, and 

morals and brings them out of darkness into light. 

He guides them to every good and protects them from every evil. 

All praise is due to You. 

Allah Almighty praises Himself as the Lord of the worlds:  

َ  لحۡمَۡد  ٱ﴿ َ رَب   [ 2 :]الفاتحة ﴾ ٢ لۡعَ لَمَينَ ٱلَِلّه

{All praise is due to Allah, Lord of the worlds.} [Al-Fātihah: 2] 

He also praises Himself as the Lord of the Throne, saying:  
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﴿ َ بۡحَ نَ رَب  مَ وَ تَ ٱس  رۡضَ ٱوَ  لسه
َ
َ  لأۡ ونَ  لۡعَرۡشَ ٱرَب  ا يصََف   [82 :]الزخرف  ﴾ ٨٢عَمه

{Glory be to the Lord of the heavens and the earth, the Lord of the Throne! 
Exalted be He above all that they ascribe (to Him).} [Al-Zukhruf: 82] 

وَ رَبُّ  لِلّه  ٱ﴿ ها ه   [ 26 :]النمل ﴾ ٢٦۩لۡعَظَيمَ ٱ  لۡعَرۡشَ ٱلآَ إلََ هَ إلَ

{Allah - there is no god but Him; He is the Lord of the Mighty Throne.} [Al-
Naml: 26] 

And He praises Himself as the Lord of the heavens and the earth; He says:  

﴿ َ بۡحَ نَ رَب  مَ وَ تَ ٱس  رۡضَ ٱوَ  لسه
َ
َ  لأۡ ونَ  لۡعَرۡشَ ٱرَب  ا يصََف   [82 :]الزخرف  ﴾ ٨٢عَمه

{Glory be to the Lord of the heavens and earth, the Lord of the Throne! Exalted 
be He above all that they ascribe (to Him).} [Al-Zukhruf: 82] 

Hence, all creatures extend praise to their Almighty Lord: 

َ  لحۡمَۡد  ٱوَقيَلَ ...﴿ َ رَب   [ 75 :]الزمر  ﴾ ٧٥لۡعَ لَمَينَ ٱلَِلّه

{...And it will be said: “Praise be to Allah, Lord of the worlds.”} [Al-Zumar: 75] 

So, He is praised in this life and in the Hereafter. 

بۡحَ نَكَ  ﴿ س  فيَهَا  مۡ  مه ٱدَعۡوَى ه  نَ    للهه 
َ
أ مۡ  دَعۡوَى ه  وَءَاخَر   سَلَ مٞ   فيَهَا  مۡ  َ    لحۡمَۡد  ٱوَتَحَيهت ه  رَب   َ  ﴾١٠لۡعَ لَمَينَ ٱلَِلّه

 [ 10 :]يونس

{Their call therein will be: “Glory be to You, O Allah,” and their greeting therein 
will be: “Peace.” And the last of their call will be: “Praise be to Allah, Lord of the 
worlds!”} [Yūnus: 10] 

Keys to the treasures.. 

As the prophets and righteous people knew that this name is the key to 

answering supplications, they supplicated Allah therewith. 

Nūh (Noah) (peace be upon him) used it in his supplication: 

﴿ َ ؤۡمَنيَنَ وَ  غۡفرَۡ ٱرهب  ا وَللَۡم  ؤۡمَنّٗ ؤۡمَنَ تَ  ٱليَ وَلوََ لدََيه وَلمََن دَخَلَ بيَتۡىََ م   [28 :]نوح ﴾ ... لمۡ 

{My Lord, forgive me and my parents and whoever enters my house a believer 
and the believing men and believing women...} [Nūh: 28] 
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Ibrāhim (Abraham) (peace be upon him) used it as he supplicated:  

نتَ    لبَۡيۡتَ ٱمَنَ    لقَۡوَاعَدَ ٱوَإِذۡ يرَۡفَع  إبَرَۡ هـَمۧ   ﴿
َ
مَيع  ٱوَإِسۡمَ عَيل  رَبهنَا تَقَبهلۡ مَنهاۖٓ إنَهكَ أ   :]البقرة  ﴾ ١٢٧لۡعَليَم  ٱ   لسه

127] 

{Our Lord, accept from us. Indeed, You are the All-Hearing, the All-Knowing!} 
[Al-Baqarah: 127] 

And Prophet Muhammad (may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) used 

it in his supplication: 

وذ  بكََ مَنۡ هَمَزَ تَ  ﴿ ع 
َ
َ أ يَ طَينَ ٱوَق ل رهب  ونَ   ٩٧لشه ر  ن يَحضۡ 

َ
أ  َ وذ  بكََ رَب  ع 

َ
 :]المؤمنون            ﴾ ٩٨وَأ

97-98] 

{And say: “My Lord, I seek refuge in You from the incitements of the devils, 
And I seek refuge with You, My Lord, lest they should come near me.”} [Al-
Mu’minūn: 97-98] 

O Lord! 

Whenever anything distressed the Prophet (may Allah’s peace and blessings be 

upon him), he would say: “La ilāha illallāh al-‘azhīm al-halīm, la ilāha illallāh 

rabbu al-‘arsh al-‘azhīm, la ilāha illallāh rabbu as-samāwāt wa rabbu al-ard 

wa rabbu al-‘arsh al-karīm (There is no god but Allah, the Most Great, the 

Forbearing. There is no god but Allah, the Lord of the Mighty Throne. 

There is no god but Allah, the Lord of the heavens and the earth, and the 

Lord of the Honorable Throne).” [Narrated by Al-Bukhāri and Muslim] 

If anyone does not supplicate using the Lord’s names willingly, he will certainly 

use it by way of necessity. A person lying very ill in his bed would call out: “O 

Lord, O Lord!” And behold! Cure and recovery come to him from the Almighty 

Lord. 

A person in abject poverty and misery would call out: “O Lord, O Lord!” And 

behold! He fulfills his needs and removes his poverty. 

A starving person, in real suffering, would call out: “O Lord, O Lord!” And 

behold! Sustenance comes to him in abundance. 
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A wronged person, wiping off his tears and hiding his pain, would call out: “O 

Lord, O Lord!” And behold! He gets support and a good outcome for his 

suffering. 

Al-Hāfizh ibn Rajab (may Allah have mercy upon him) said: “Persistently 

supplicating Allah by mentioning His Lordship is one of the best means for 

getting the supplication answered.” 

O Lord, relieve the distress of Your servant and put an end to his suffering. 

Nonetheless, we do forget our Lord! 

He is the Most Great, His dominion is so grand, His status is so high, and He is 

very close to His servants and so gentle with them. 

His Lordship is that of greatness and majesty. 

علۡىَٱرَب كََ  سۡمَ ٱسَب حََ ﴿
َ
 [1 :]الأعلى  ﴾ ١لأۡ

{Exalt the name of your Lord, the Most High.} [Al-A‘la: 1] 

His Lordship is about blessing, increase, and giving.  

 [ 54 :]الأعراف  ﴾ ٥٤ لۡعَ لَمَينَ ٱرَبُّ  لِلّه  ٱتَبَارَكَ   ....﴿

{...Blessed is Allah, Lord of the worlds.} [Al-A‘rāf: 54] 

His Lordship involves concealment and forgiveness. 

فيَ  ﴿ لسََبَإٖ  كَانَ  مۡ وَ لقََدۡ  رَب كَ  زَۡقَ  ر  مَن  ك ل واْ  وَشَمَالٖ   يمََينٖ  جَنهتَانَ عَن  ءَايةَۖٞ  ْ ٱمَسۡكَنهََمۡ  وا ر  بلَدَۡةٞ     ۥ لهَ    شۡك 
ورٞ   [ 15 :]سبأ  ﴾ ١٥طَي بََةٞ وَرَبٌّ غَف 

{... A good land, and a forgiving Lord.} [Saba’: 15] 

His Lordship brings honor, strength, dominance, and invincibility. 

مَ وَ تَ ٱرَبُّ ﴿ رۡضَ ٱوَ  لسه
َ
مَا  لأۡ  [ 66 :]ص  ﴾ ٦٦لۡغَفه ر  ٱ  لۡعَزيَز  ٱوَمَا بيَۡنَه 

{The Lord of the heavens and earth and what is between them, the All-Mighty, 
the Oft-Forgiving.} [Sād: 66] 

His Lordship is mercy. 

﴿ َ مَ وَ تَ ٱرهب  رۡضَ ٱوَ  لسه
َ
مَا  لأۡ  [ 37 :]النبأ ﴾ ... لرهحۡمَٰنِۖ ٱوَمَا بيَۡنَه 
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{The Lord of the heavens and earth and what is between them, the Most 
Compassionate...} [Al-Naba’: 37] 

His Lordship is generosity. 

هَا ﴿ يُّ
َ
أ كَ برََب كََ   لإۡنَسَ ن  ٱيََٰٓ  [ 6 :]الانفطار ﴾ ٦لۡكَريَمَ ٱمَا غَره

{O man, what has deceived you concerning your Lord, the Generous One?} [Al-
Infitār: 6] 

There is no god except Allah, the One and Only God. We have not worshiped 

You properly as You deserve. 

He who knows that Allah is the Lord of lords would not be pleased with other 

than Him as a Lord, and when he gets this pleasure, he tastes the sweetness of 

faith. The Prophet (may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) is authentically 

reported to have said: “Whoever is pleased with Allah as a Lord, with Islam 

as a religion, and with Muhammad as a Messenger, has indeed tasted the 

sweetness of faith.” [Narrated by Muslim]  

﴿ َ نتَ خَيۡر     رۡحَمۡ ٱوَ  غۡفرَۡ ٱوَق ل رهب 
َ
 [ 118 :]المؤمنون  ﴾ ١١٨لره حَمَينَ ٱوَأ

{And say: “My Lord, forgive and have mercy, and You are the best of those who 
are merciful.”} [Al-Mu’minūn: 118] 

Ibn Rajab (may Allah have mercy upon him) said: “Persistently supplicating 

Allah by mentioning His Lordship is one of the best means for getting the 

supplication answered.” 

Our Lord, we hope for Your mercy. Do not leave us to our own devices, even 

for the blink of an eye, and admit us into Your mercy. 

Our Lord, forgive and have mercy, for You are the best of those who show 

mercy. 

4 - 5 
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Al-Ahad Al-Wāhid (The One and Only God) 

The Prophet (may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) said: “On the Day 

of Judgment, Abraham will meet his father Āzar whose face will be dark 

and covered with dust. Abraham will say to him: ‘Did I not tell you not to 

disobey me?’ His father will reply: ‘Today I will not disobey you.’ Abraham 

will say: ‘O Lord, You promised me not to disgrace me on the Day of 

Resurrection; and what will be more disgraceful to me than cursing and 

dishonoring my father?’ Then, Allah Almighty will say: ‘I have forbidden 

Paradise for the disbelievers.’ Then, he will be addressed: ‘O Abraham, 

what is underneath your feet?’ He will look and there he will see a blood-

stained hyena, which will be caught by the legs and thrown in Hellfire.” 

[Narrated by Al-Bukhāri] 

-- 

Our merciful Lord will not accept the intercession of Abraham (peace be upon 

him) for his father, who died as a polytheist. This is because Allah Almighty 

forbade Paradise for all polytheists and disbelievers. However, since Allah 

promised Abraham that He would not disgrace him on the Day of Judgment, He 

will transform his father into a hyena, which will then be thrown into Hellfire. 

Thus, none will know this is Abraham’s father. In this way he will be safe from 

disgrace. 

If the intercession of Abraham, the intimate friend of Allah, for his polytheistic 

father will not be accepted, then what about any such intercession of another 

person less in rank than Abraham (peace be upon him)?! 

Allah Almighty says:  

َ ٱإنَه  ﴿ بهََ   لِلّه ي شۡرَكَ  ن 
َ
أ يَغۡفرَ   َ   ۦلاَ  ب ي شۡركَۡ  وَمَن  يشََاءٓ    لمََن  ذَ لكََ  د ونَ  مَا  َ ٱوَيَغۡفرَ   إثَۡمًا    فۡتَرَىَٰٓ ٱفَقَدَ    لِلّه

 [ 48 :]النساء  ﴾ ٤٨عَظَيمًا 
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{Surely Allah does not forgive that a partner be ascribed to Him, although He 
forgives any other sin for whomever He wills. He who associates anyone with 
Allah has indeed forged a mighty lie and committed a heinous sin.} [Surat an-
Nisā’: 48] 

Hence, the servant’s most important duty is to worship Allah Almighty alone, 

with no partner. 

Allah Almighty praises Himself as the One and Only God. 

وَ ﴿ حَد   لِلّه  ٱق لۡ ه 
َ
 [1 :]الإخلاص ﴾ ١أ

{Say: “He is Allah, the Only One.”} [Surat al-Ikhlās: 1] 

بۡحَ نَه   .....﴿ وَ  س  ا ه 
ه هآ إلََ هَ إلَ اۖ ل ا وَ حَدّٗ وٓاْ إلََ هّٗ ها ليََعۡب د  وٓاْ إلَ مَر 

 
ونَ   ۥوَمَآ أ ا ي شۡرَك   [31 :]التوبة       ﴾ ٣١عَمه

{...And they were not commanded except to worship one God; there is no god 
but Him...} [Surat at-Tawbah: 31] 

Let’s pause and reflect upon these two noble names, perhaps Allah will enable 

us to have sincere faith and proper belief in His Oneness. 

Our Lord is the Sole Possessor of the attributes of glory, majesty, greatness, 

pride, and beauty. 

He is One in His essence, and there is none like Him. 

He is One in His attributes, and there is none equal to Him. 

He is One in His actions, and He has no partner or helper. 

He is One in His divinity, and there is none equal to Him in terms of love, 

glorification, humility, and submission. 

He is the One God Who has excellent and great attributes and uniquely 

possesses all traits of perfection. None in His creation can ever grasp something 

of His attributes, let alone equally possess one of them. 

Sound natural disposition.. 

Monotheism is the core of the messengers’ call and the mainstay of their 

message:  

ونَ ﴿ سۡلمَ  نت م مُّ
َ
مۡ إلََ هٞ وَ حَدٞۖ فَهَلۡ أ مَآ إلََ ه ك  نه

َ
 [ 108 :]الأنبياء ﴾ ١٠٨ق لۡ إنَهمَا ي وحَىَٰٓ إلَيَه أ
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{Say: “It is revealed to me that your god is only one God. Will you then submit 
to His will?”} [Surat al-Anbiyā’: 108] 

Monotheism is the sound innate disposition upon which Allah Almighty 

created people; the covenant He took from people; the call of His messengers 

with which they were sent; and the message contained in the books He revealed. 

For the sake of monotheism, Paradise and Hellfire are established, the Bridge 

will be erected, the Scrolls will fly around, the Scale will be put in place, the 

sword of religion is unsheathed, the flag of Jihad is raised, martyrs sacrifice their 

lives, and death becomes sweet. 

فَ ﴿ وَ حَدٞ  إلََ هٞ  مۡ  إلََ ه ك  مَآ  نه
َ
أ إلَيَه  ي وحَىَٰٓ  مۡ  َثۡل ك  م  بشََرٞ  ناَ۠ 

َ
أ مَآ  إنَه ْ ٱق لۡ  وٓا وَ   سۡتَقَيم  ِۗ ٱإلَيَۡهَ  وه  وَوَيۡلٞ   سۡتَغۡفرَ 

شۡرَكيَنَ   [ 6 :]فصلت ﴾ ٦ل لَۡم 

{Say: “I am only a man like you to whom it has been revealed that your god is 
but one God; so take a straight course to Him and seek His forgiveness.” And 
woe to those who associate others with Allah.} [Surat Fussilat: 6]. 

Establishing monotheism and affirming the obligation of devoting the religion 

sincerely to Allah, Allah Almighty says:  

واْ  ﴿ ها ليََعۡب د  وٓاْ إلَ مَر 
 
َ ٱوَمَآ أ خۡلصََينَ لهَ     لِلّه َينَ ٱم  واْ    لد  نَفَاءَٓ وَي قَيم  ةَ ٱ ح  لَو  ةَ  ٱوَي ؤۡت واْ    لصه كَو    لۡقَي مََةَ ٱوَذَ لكََ ديَن     لزه

 [5 :]البينة ﴾ ٥

{And they were not commanded except to worship Allah, [being] sincere to 
Him in religion, inclining to truth, and to establish prayer and give Zakah. And 
that is the correct religion.} [Surat al-Bayyinah: 5] 

Moreover, Allah Almighty ordained submission and humility to Him as the One 

and Great God: 

مۡ إلََ هٞ وَ حَدٞ فَلهَ   ...﴿ رَ   ۥٓفَإلََ ه ك  َ ِْۗ وَبشَ  وا سۡلمَ 
َ
خۡبتَيَنَ ٱأ  [34 :]الحج ﴾ ٣٤لمۡ 

{...For your god is one God, so to Him submit. And give good tidings to the 
humble [before their Lord].} [Surat al-Hajj: 34] 

Clear evidence: 

Refuting the polytheists’ beliefs, Allah Almighty says: 
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وٓاْ إلََ هَينَۡ   لِلّه  ٱوَقَالَ  ۞﴿ وَ إلََ هٞ وَ حَدٞ فَإيَه يَ فَ  ثنَۡينَۡ  ٱلاَ تَتهخَذ   [ 51 :]النحل ﴾ ٥١رۡهَب ونَ ٱإنَهمَا ه 

{And Allah has said: “Do not take for yourselves two deities. He is but one God, 
so fear only Me.”} [Surat an-Nahl: 51] 

مَ  ....﴿
َ
َق ونَ خَيۡر  أ تَفَر  رۡبَابٞ مُّ

َ
ار  ٱ لۡوَ حَد  ٱ لِلّه  ٱءَأ  [ 39 :]يوسف ﴾ ٣٩ لقَۡهه

{...Are separate lords better or Allah, the One, the Prevailing?} [Surat Yūsuf: 39] 

He responds to those who say that Allah is the third of three saying: 

هۡلَ  ﴿
َ
علَىَ    لكَۡتَ بَ ٱيََٰٓأ ول واْ  تَق  وَلاَ  مۡ  ديَنكَ  فيَ  تَغۡل واْ  َ ٱلاَ  ها    لِلّه مَرۡيَمَ   بۡن  ٱعَيسَى    لمَۡسَيح  ٱإنَهمَا    لحۡقَه  ٱإلَ
ول    َ ٱرَس  َ    ۥٓوكََلمََت ه    لِلّه ۖ فَـ َامَن واْ ب َنۡه  وحٞ م  لقَۡى هَآ إلَيَ  مَرۡيَمَ وَر 

َ
َ ٱأ لهََ   لِلّه ول واْ ثلََ ثَة      لاَوَ   ۖۦ وَر س  ْ ٱتَق  وا مۡ    نتَه  ا لهك  خَيۡرّٗ

بۡحَ نَه    لِلّه  ٱإنَهمَا   ونَ لهَ     ۥٓإلََ هٞ وَ حَدٞۖ س  ن يكَ 
َ
هه     ۥأ ۘٞ ل مَ وَ تَ ٱمَا فيَ     ۥوَلدَٞ رۡضَ  ٱوَمَا فيَ    لسه

َ
َ   لأۡ َ ٱوَكَفَى  ب  ﴾ ١٧١وَكيَلّٗا  لِلّه

 [ 171 :]النساء

{...And do not say: “Three”; desist - it is better for you. Indeed, Allah is but one 
God...} [Surat an-Nisā’: 171] 

He negates the existence of anyone similar or equal to Him from any aspect. 

Indeed, He is the One God Who has no equal or peer. 

ا   ۥهَلۡ تَعۡلَم  لهَ   .....﴿  [65 :]مريم ﴾ ٦٥سَمَي ّٗ

{...Do you know of any that is given His namesake?} [Surat Maryam: 65] 

He has forbidden us from likening Him to any of His creation. He has informed 

us about Himself, and He knows Himself best. 

Whatever occurs to people’s minds about Allah Almighty, He is surely different 

from that. None is similar, like, or equal to Him. 

وَ  ۦليَۡسَ كَمَثۡلهََ  ....﴿ مَيع  ٱشَىۡءۖٞ وهَ   [ 11 :]الشورى ﴾ ١١لبَۡصَير  ٱ لسه

{...There is nothing like unto Him, and He is the All-Hearing, the All-Seeing.} 
[Surat ash-Shūra: 11] 

None of His creation resembles Him. To Him belong the beautiful names, 

sublime attributes, perfection, majesty, magnificence, glory, and pride. The 

polytheists said to the Messenger of Allah (may Allah’s peace and blessings be 
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upon him): “Describe your Lord to us. Is He of gold? Is He of copper or 

brass?” Some of them would say: “Name for us the lineage of your Lord, O 

Muhammad.” 

The Jews used to say: “We worship ‘Uzayr, the son of God.” The 

Christians used to say: “We worship Messiah, the son of God.” The 

Magians used to say: “We worship the sun and the moon.” The 

polytheists used to say: “We worship idols.” 

So, Allah Almighty responded to them saying: 

وَ ﴿ حَد   لِلّه  ٱق لۡ ه 
َ
 [1 :]الإخلاص ﴾ ١أ

{Say: “He is Allah, the Only One.”} [Surat al-Ikhlās: 1] 

Allah is far exalted above what they say! 

They were bold enough to speak badly about Allah Almighty and commit such 

a heinous crime because of which the massive heavens would almost crack and 

the mountains collapse, as they ascribed a son to the Almighty Creator - far 

exalted is Allah above what they say! 

They are all subject to His authority and power and will come to Him as 

individuals on the Day of Judgment.  

ا﴿ إدَ ّٗ شَيۡـ ًا  جَئۡت مۡ  مَ وَ ت  ٱتكََاد     ٨٩لهقَدۡ  وَتنَشَقُّ    لسه مَنۡه   رۡنَ  رۡض  ٱيَتَفَطه
َ
ا  لجَۡبَال  ٱوَتَخرَُّ    لأۡ دَعَوۡاْ   ٩٠هَدًّ ن 

َ
أ

ا   وَلدَّٗ وَلدًَا  ٩١للَرهحۡمَٰنِ  يَتهخَذَ  ن 
َ
أ للَرهحۡمَٰنِ  ينَۢبَغَى  فيَ    ٩٢وَمَا  ك لُّ مَن  مَ وَ تَ ٱإنَ  رۡضَ ٱوَ   لسه

َ
ءَاتيَ    لأۡ هآ   لرهحۡمَٰنِٱإلَ

ا ا  ٩٣عَبۡدّٗ مۡ عَد ّٗ ه  مۡ وعََده حۡصَى ه 
َ
مۡ ءَاتيَهَ يوَۡمَ  ٩٤لهقَدۡ أ  [ 95-89 :]مريم      ﴾ ٩٥فرَۡدًا   لقَۡيَ مَةَٱوكَ لُّه 

{Indeed you have brought forth a terrible evil thing. The heavens almost 
rupture therefrom and the earth splits open and the mountains collapse in 
devastation, that they attribute a son to the Most Compassionate. But it is not 
suitable for the Most Compassionate that He should take a son. There is none in 
the heavens and the earth but comes unto the Most Compassionate as a slave. 
Verily, He knows each one of them, and has counted them a full counting. And 
everyone of them will come to Him alone on the Day of Judgment.} [Surat 
Maryam: 89-95]  
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The Prophet (may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) said: “Allah 

Almighty said: ‘The son of Adam belied Me and he had no right to do so. 

And the son of Adam reviled Me and he had no right to do so. 

As for his belying Me, it is his saying that I will not resurrect him as I 

created him in the beginning. Resurrecting him is not more difficult for 

Me than creating him in the first place. 

And as for his reviling Me, it is his saying that Allah has taken a son, but I 

am Allah, the One, the Eternal Refuge, I do not beget nor was I begotten, 

and there is none like unto Me.’” [Narrated by Al-Bukhāri] 

Allah Almighty is one God, Who has no partner or anyone equal to Him in His 

essence, attributes, or actions. 

The universe attests to His Oneness: 

All the creativity, order, consistency, and harmony existing in the universe 

indicate that their Creator and Director is One. If there were more than one 

creator and director, the universe would fall into disorder and its laws in 

turbulence.  

ها ﴿ بۡحَ نَ  لِلّه  ٱلوَۡ كَانَ فيَهَمَآ ءَالهََة  إلَ َ ٱلفََسَدَتاَ  فسَ  َ  لِلّه ونَ  لۡعَرۡشَ ٱرَب  ا يَصَف   [ 22 :]الأنبياء      ﴾ ٢٢عَمه

{Had there been other gods therein besides Allah, they both would have been 
ruined. Exalted is Allah, Lord of the Throne, above what they describe.} [Surat al-
Anbiyā’: 22] 

Consider the plants on earth, with all its different kinds, and have a close look 

at all the wonderful creatures in the world, 

which clearly point to the One Creator, Who has no partner. 

Allah is the farthest from need to have partners.. 

Allah Almighty alone is worthy of being worshiped. One should not turn to or 

devote any of his worship to other than Allah Almighty, be it prayer, 

supplication, sacrificial slaughter, vow, reliance, hope, fear, humility, or 

submission. 
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﴿  َ رَب   َ لَِلّه وَمَمَاتيَ  وَمَحۡيَايَ  كيَ  وَن س  صَلاَتيَ  إنَه  لهَ    ١٦٢لۡعَ لَمَينَ ٱق لۡ  شَرَيكَ  ل     ۖۥ لاَ  وه
َ
أ ناَ۠ 
َ
وَأ مَرۡت  

 
أ وَبذََ لكََ 

سۡلمََينَ ٱ  [163-162 :]الأنعام ﴾ ١٦٣ لمۡ 

{Say: “Indeed, my prayer, my rites of sacrifice, my living, and my dying are for 
Allah, Lord of the worlds. No partner has He. And this I have been commanded, 
and I am the first of the Muslims.”} [Surat al-An‘ām: 162-163] 

Our major concern should be devoting worship to Allah Almighty alone.  

ونَ  لإۡنَسَ ٱوَ  لجَۡنه ٱوَمَا خَلقَۡت  ﴿ ها ليََعۡب د   [56 :]الذاريات ﴾ ٥٦إلَ
{And I did not create the jinn and mankind except to worship Me.} [Surat adh-

Dhāriyāt: 56] 

بۡحَ نَه   ...﴿ وَ  س  ا ه 
ه هآ إلََ هَ إلَ اۖ ل ا وَ حَدّٗ وٓاْ إلََ هّٗ ها ليََعۡب د  وٓاْ إلَ مَر 

 
ونَ   ۥوَمَآ أ ا ي شۡرَك   [31 :]التوبة ﴾ ٣١عَمه

{...And they were not commanded except to worship one God; there is no god 
but Him...} [Surat at-Tawbah: 31] 

Monotheism is the best, fairest, and purest thing ever. It can be scratched, 

tainted, and affected by the least thing. 

The Prophet (may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) is authentically 

reported to have said: “Allah Almighty said: ‘Whoever does an act and 

associates others with Me in it, I leave him and his polytheism.’” [Narrated 

by Muslim] The Prophet (may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) is also 

reported to have said: “When Allah assembles the first and the last on the 

Day of Resurrection, a day concerning which there is no doubt, a caller 

will cry out: ‘Whoever associated anyone else in an action that he did for 

Allah, let him seek his reward from someone other than Allah, for Allah is 

so self-sufficient that He has no need for any associate.’” [Narrated by 

Ahmad in Al-Musnad; Hasan (sound)] 

A Reminder.. 

There are numerous authentic Hadīths that urge us to adhere to monotheism 

and point out its merit. Examples include the following: 
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Abu Hurayrah (may Allah be pleased with him) reported that the Prophet (may 

Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) said: “Whoever says a hundred 

times in a day: ‘La ilāha illallāh wahdahu la sharīka lahu, lahu al-mulk wa 

lahu al-hamd wa huwa ‘ala kulli sahy’in qadīr (There is no god but Allah. 

He is One and He has no partner with Him; to Him belongs sovereignty 

and to Him belongs praise, and He is Omnipotent over all things),’ he will 

have a reward equivalent to that of emancipating ten slaves, a hundred 

good deeds will be added to his record, a hundred of his sins will be 

erased, and he will be shielded against the devil on that day till the 

evening; and no one will exceed him in doing good deeds except someone 

who said more than that.” [Narrated by Al-Bukhāri and Muslim] 

Buraydah (may Allah be pleased with him) reported that the Messenger of 

Allah (may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) heard a man say: 

“Allāhumma inni as’aluka bi’annaka anta Allāh la ilāha illa ant, Al-Ahad As-

Samad al-ladhi lam yalid wa lam yūlad wa lam yakun lahu kufuwan ahad 

(O Allah, I implore You by the fact that You are Allah, there is no god but 

You, the One, the Eternal Refuge, Who has not begotten nor was He 

begotten, and there is none like unto Him)!” 

Thereupon, he said: “You have implored Allah by His greatest name, 

which when asked therewith He gives, and when supplicated therewith 

He answers.” [Narrated by Al-Tirmidhi and Abu Dāwūd; Sahīh (authentic)] 

The Prophet (may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) entered the 

mosque and heard a man supplicate Allah saying: “Allāhumma inni as’aluka ya 

Allāh Al-Ahad As-Samad al-ladhi lam yalid wa lam yūlad wa lam yakun lahu 

kufuwan ahad an taghfir li dhunūbi innaka anta Al-Ghafūr Ar-Rahīm (O 

Allah, I ask You, O Allah, the One, the Eternal Refuge, Who has not 

begotten nor was He begotten, and there is none like unto Him, to forgive 

my sins. Indeed You are the Oft-Forgiving, the Most Merciful).” 

Thereupon, he said: “He has been forgiven, he has been forgiven, he has been 

forgiven.” [Narrated by Ahmad in Al-Musnad; Sahīh (authentic)] Al-Hāfizh ibn 
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Rajab (may Allah have mercy upon him) said: “Fulfillment of monotheism entails 

emancipation of slaves, which in turn entails emancipation from Hellfire.” He 

(may Allah have mercy upon him) said: “Causes of forgiveness include 

monotheism, which is the greatest cause. Whoever lacks it misses out on 

forgiveness, and whoever fulfills it does possess the greatest cause for forgiving 

his sins.” Imam Ibn al-Qayyim (may Allah have mercy upon him) said: 

“Monotheism is the first thing by which a person enters Islam and the last thing 

with which he leaves this life. The Prophet (may Allah’s peace and blessings be 

upon him) said: ‘One whose last speech is: La ilāha illallāh (there is no god 

but Allah) will enter Paradise.’ This is the first and last duty. Indeed, 

monotheism is the beginning and the end.” He (may Allah have mercy upon him) 

also said: “Nothing is like monotheism for warding off hardships.” He (may 

Allah have mercy upon him) said: “No polytheist will enter Paradise, only the 

monotheists will. Indeed, monotheism is the key to its gate.” Ibn al-Jawzi 

(may Allah have mercy upon him) said: “Sufyān al-Thawri would go to 

Ibrahīm ibn Ad-ham and say: ‘O Ibrahīm, supplicate Allah to make us die 

as monotheists.’” The Prophet (may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) 

saw a man supplicating with two fingers of his, and he said to him: “One, One.” 

[Narrated by Abu Dāwūdj; Sahīh (authentic)] So, whenever wants to point during 

supplication, he should do so with only one finger. 

O Allah, we implore You, O the One and Only God, the Eternal Refuge, to make 

us among those who supplicate You and You answer their supplication, and 

among those upon whom You bestow Your mercy and refuge as they invoke You 

and seek Your refuge from Hellfire; O Allah, make our last speech in this world 

“there is no god but Allah”, for You are the Most Merciful of those who show 

mercy. 

6 
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As-Samad (The Eternal Refuge) 

If you are in need, turn to the Eternal Refuge. If you are in a humble and 

humiliating position, knock on the door of the Eternal Refuge. If weakness creeps 

into your body, seek strength from the Eternal Refuge. 

Indeed, He is the One God and the Refuge upon Whom all creatures depend. 

He is the owner of the beautiful names and sublime attributes, and He is the 

companion of those who feel lonely. 

Allah’s name “As-Samad” seldom occurs and is rarely mentioned, yet it enjoys 

special magnificence. 

Allah Almighty says:  

وَ ﴿ حَد   لِلّه  ٱق لۡ ه 
َ
مَد  ٱ لِلّه  ٱ ١أ هه    ٣لمَۡ يلَدَۡ وَلمَۡ ي ولدَۡ  ٢لصه ن ل حَد     ۥوَلمَۡ يكَ 

َ
وًا أ ف  ]الإخلاص:   ﴾٤ك 

1-4 ] 
{Say: “He is Allah, the Only One. Allah, the Eternal Refuge. He has not begotten 

and has not been begotten. And there is none like unto Him.”} [Surat al-Ikhlās: 1-
4] 

It is our Lord upon whom all creatures, humans and jinn, depend. Indeed, the 

entire world and all that it contains turn to Him for the fulfillment of desires and 

take refuge in Him from disasters. 

Our Lord is the Master with perfect glory, honor, majesty, forbearance, and 

self-sufficiency. These attributes belong to the Almighty Lord alone. 

Our Lord has no hollow and He does not eat or drink, and He provides others 

with food. He stands in no need for others, yet all else do need Him. There is 

none like Him, and He is the All-Hearing, the All-Seeing. 

The adequate answer.. 

In a Hadīth that was mentioned by Al-Bayhaqi and graded as Hasan (sound) by 

Al-Hāfizh, Ibn ‘Abbās (may Allah be pleased with him and his father) reported: 

“The Jews came to the Messenger of Allah (may Allah’s peace and blessings be 
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upon him) and said: ‘O Muhammad, name for us the lineage of your Lord 

Who has sent you.’ So, Allah Almighty revealed: 

وَ ﴿ حَد   لِلّه  ٱق لۡ ه 
َ
مَد  ٱ لِلّه  ٱ ١أ هه    ٣لمَۡ يلَدَۡ وَلمَۡ ي ولدَۡ  ٢لصه ن ل حَد     ۥوَلمَۡ يكَ 

َ
وًا أ ف  ]الإخلاص:   ﴾٤ك 

1-4 ] 
{Say: “He is Allah, the Only One. Allah, the Eternal Refuge. He has not begotten 

and has not been begotten. And there is none like unto Him.”} [Surat al-Ikhlās: 1-
4] 

It is a short Surah that comprises Allah’s attributes of perfection and majesty. 

Given the greatness of this Surah, its recitation is like reciting one third of the 

Qur’an. The Prophet (may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) said to his 

Companions: “‘Is anyone of you unable to recite one third of the Qur’an in 

one night?’ They said: ‘How could anyone recite one third of the Qur’an?’ 

He said: ‘Surat al-Ikhlās equals one third of the Qur’an.’” [Narrated by Al-

Bukhāri and Muslim; this is the wording of Muslim] Some scholars said: “The 

Qur’an was revealed in three parts: one third is about the rulings, another is 

about the promise and threat, and the last third is about the names and 

attributes of Allah. Surat al-Ikhlās comprises one of those thirds, i.e. the names 

and attributes of Allah. Hence, the reward of its recitation is made equivalent to 

the reward of reciting one third of the Qur’an.” 

A Companion used to recite Surat al-Ikhlās in all the prayers in which he led his 

companions. So, they mentioned that to the Prophet (may Allah’s peace and 

blessings be upon him) who said: “Ask him why he does that.” They asked him 

and he said: “Because it comprises the attributes of the Most 

Compassionate, and I like to recite it.” Thereupon, the Messenger of Allah 

(may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) said: “Tell him that Allah 

Almighty loves him.” [Narrated by Al-Bukhāri] 

Submission of the heart.. 

Love within the hearts of the righteous drives them to look for the love of their 

Lord. 
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This love within their hearts is only satisfied by bowing to Allah Almighty, 

circumambulating His House, standing before Him in prayer, getting up from 

sleep for His sake, and sacrificing one’s soul in His cause. 

Lovers’ hearts feel tranquil only upon remembering Him and their souls will be 

calm only when they see Him. 

If we fall ill, we get cured by remembering You; and when we fail to remember 

You at times, we suffer a setback. 

Those people turn to Him at times of prosperity, and He helps them at times of 

hardship. The more they turn to and rely upon Him, the more He helps and 

elevates them. 

For example, Prophet Abraham (peace be upon him) went through several 

afflictions, and as a result Allah Almighty raised his rank and he, thus, deserved 

to be the intimate friend of the Almighty Lord. Allah Almighty said: 

خَذَ ٱ وَ ....﴿  [ 125 :]النساء  ﴾ ١٢٥إبَرَۡ هيَمَ خَليَلّٗا لِلّه  ٱ ته

{...And Allah took Abraham as an intimate friend.} [Surat an-Nisā’: 125] 

Another example is Ayyūb (Job) (peace be upon him) who suffered the 

severest afflictions and illness. He turned to his Lord, saying: 

يُّوبَ إذَۡ ناَدَى  رَبهه   ۞﴿
َ
نىََ   ۥٓوَأ ن يَ مَسه

َ
رُّ ٱأ رۡحَم   لضُّ

َ
نتَ أ

َ
 [ 83 :]الأنبياء ﴾ ٨٣لره حَمَينَ ٱوَأ

{My Lord, adversity has touched me, and you are the Most Merciful of the 
merciful.} [Surat al-Anbiyā’: 83] 

Response came from the Eternal Refuge, Blessed and Exalted, Who said: 

ٖۖ  ۦفكََشَفۡنَا مَا بهََ   ۥلهَ   سۡتَجَبۡنَا ٱفَ ﴿ ر   [84 :]الأنبياء ﴾ ....مَن ض 
{So We responded to him and removed the adversity that afflicted him...} 

[Surat al-Anbiyā’: 84] 

And Yūnus (Jonah) (peace be upon him), as he was in the whale’s belly in three 

layers of darkness, he turned to his Lord saying: 
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نت  مَنَ  ....﴿ بۡحَ نَكَ إنَ يَ ك  نتَ س 
َ
هآ أ هآ إلََ هَ إلَ جَۨى    لۡغَم َ  ٱوَنَجهيۡنَ ه  مَنَ     ۥلهَ    سۡتَجَبۡنَا ٱفَ   ٨٧لظه لمََينَ ٱل وَكَذَ لكََ ن ـ

ؤۡمَنيَنَ ٱ  [ 88-87 :]الأنبياء  ﴾ ٨٨لمۡ 
{...There is no god but You; Exalted are You. Indeed, I have been of the 

wrongdoers. So We responded to him and saved him from the distress. And thus 
do We save the believers.} [Surat al-Anbiyā’: 87-88] 

This was the case with all prophets and pious people. They knew Allah at times 

of ease, so He knew them at times of hardship. 

They responded to the call of their Lord. 

Moreover, our Lord, the Eternal Refuge, has opened His door not only to His 

pious servants but to all creation. 

This stems from His kindness, mercy, and bounty. When the polytheists went 

into trouble and faced sure death, they resorted to Allah Almighty and called 

out: O Allah, O Allah! And behold! He saved them.  

فيَ  ﴿ رَكبَ واْ  لۡكَ ٱفَإذََا  َ ٱدَعَو اْ    لفۡ  لهَ     لِلّه خۡلصََينَ  َينَ ٱم  إلَيَ    لد  مۡ  نَجهى ه  ا  ونَ    لۡبَر َ ٱفَلَمه ي شۡرَك  مۡ  ه    ﴾ ٦٥إذََا 
 [ 65 :]العنكبوت

{And when they board a ship, they supplicate Allah, sincere to Him in religion. 
But when He delivers them to the land, at once they associate partners with 
Him.} [Surat al-‘Ankabūt: 65] 

They acknowledge this fact. If the whole creation do not resort to Allah 

Almighty willingly, they will do so under the compulsion of necessity. 

Rest assured! 

Allah Almighty responded to the call of the desperate disbelievers. So, what 

about those who believed in Him as the One true God and in Muhammad as His 

Prophet?! 

If you have any need or are in distress, turn to Him and call out: O Lord, O the 

Eternal Refuge, remove my distress! 

So, do not be disturbed much by distress, illness, or debt. Your Lord is the 

Eternal Refuge. If you turn to Him, He will not let you down. Remember that the 
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best form of worship is to wait for relief from the Almighty Lord. Indeed, nothing 

remains as it is; things must change. We do not know what lies ahead; and 

indeed ease comes with hardship. 

The Prophet (may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) entered the 

mosque and heard a man supplicate Allah and say: “Allāhumma inni as’aluka 

ya Allāh Al-Ahad As-Samad al-ladhi lam yalid wa lam yūlad wa lam yakun 

lahu kufuwan ahad an taghfir li dhunūbi innaka anta Al-Ghafūr Ar-Rahīm 

(O Allah, I ask You, O Allah, the One, the Eternal Refuge, Who has not 

begotten nor was He begotten, and there is none like unto Him, to forgive 

my sins. Indeed You are the Oft-Forgiving, the Most Merciful).” 

Thereupon, he said: “He has been forgiven, he has been forgiven, he has 

been forgiven.” [Narrated by Abu Dāwūd; Sahīh (authentic)] Another narration 

reads: “You have implored Allah by the name which when asked therewith, He 

gives, and when supplicated therewith, He answers.” [Narrated by Abu Dāwūd; 

Sahīh (authentic)] 

My Lord, I seek Your mercy and refuge. 

I pursue nothing but Your pleasure; so answer my supplication. 

I call Your name, my Lord, and implore You. 

If You do not answer my supplication, who will respond to my crying? 

You are the All-Generous; so do not leave me stray. 

I got tired of being so distant from You, 

and I now implore You and turn to You, 

in humiliation and humbleness; so do not turn down my invocation. 

O Allah, the One and Only God, the Eternal Refuge, I ask You Paradise and the 

words and deeds that bring one closer to it, and I seek refuge in You from 

Hellfire and from the words and deeds that bring one closer to it. 

7 - 8 
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Ar-Rahmān Ar-Rahīm (The Most Compassionate, the 
Most Merciful) 

Allah Almighty says:  

ْ ٱق لَ ﴿ وا َ ٱ دۡع  وَ  لِلّه
َ
ْ ٱأ وا واْ فَلهَ    لرهحۡمَ نَۖ ٱ دۡع  ا تدَۡع  ي ّٗا مه

َ
سۡمَاءٓ  ٱأ

َ
 [ 110 :]الإسراء ﴾ ..... لحۡ سۡنَى   ٱ لأۡ

{Say: “Invoke Allah, or invoke the Most Compassionate. Whichever you call 
upon, to Him belong the most beautiful names.”} [Surat al-Isrā’: 110] 

Whenever our Prophet (may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) was 

distressed, he would say: “Ya Hayy ya Qayyūm birahmatika astagīth (O Allah, 

the Ever-Living and the All-Sustainer, I seek relief in Your mercy).” 

[Narrated by Ahmad in Al-Musnad; Hasan (sound)] How would a person not turn 

to the Most Compassionate while He is the refuge at times of hardships, the 

companion at times of loneliness, and the supporter at times of weakness? 

He consoles the obedient servants and provides refuge to those who are 

fearful and fleeing to Him. Indeed, He is the Most Merciful of those who show 

mercy. 

To Him only we should turn, and on Him alone we should pin our hopes. 

وَ ﴿ ها ه  هآ إلََ هَ إلَ مۡ إلََ هٞ وَ حَدٞۖ ل  [163 :]البقرة  ﴾ ١٦٣ لرهحَيم  ٱ لرهحۡمَ ن  ٱوَإِلَ ه ك 
{And your God is One God, there is no god but Him, the Most Compassionate, 

the Most Merciful.} [Surat al-Baqarah: 163] 

Mercy is a divine attribute and characteristic. That is why Allah Almighty 

described Himself as Ar-Rahmān (the Most Compassionate) and Ar-Rahīm (the 

Most Merciful). 

When we recite the Qur’an, we begin with these two noble and beloved 

names. We say: Bismillāh Ar-Rahmān Ar-Rahīm (in the name of Allah, the Most 

Compassionate, the Most Merciful). 

These two noble names are derivatives and superlative forms of “Rahmah” 

(mercy). 
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Linguistically, “Rahmah” is a word that denotes tenderness, compassion, pity, 

and kindness. 

So, our Lord is the Possessor of mercy that encompasses all creation.  

َ ٱإنَه  ....﴿ َ  لِلّه اسَ ٱب  [65 :]الحج ﴾ ٦٥لرََء وفٞ رهحَيمٞ  لنه
{...And My mercy encompasses all things...} [Surat al-A‘rāf: 156] {...Surely Allah 

is indeed Ever-Compassionate, Most Merciful to mankind.} [Surat al-Hajj: 65] 

Allah devotes the greatest share of His mercy to the believers. 

﴿....   َ ؤۡمَنيَنَ ٱوكََانَ ب ا  لمۡ   [ 43 :]الأحزاب  ﴾ ٤٣رحََيمّٗ
{...And He has been Most Merciful to the believers.} [Surat al-Ahzāb: 43] 

So, our Lord is Ar-Rahmān, which means that mercy is His attribute, and He is 

Ar-Rahīm, which refers to His mercy towards His servants. 

Indeed, He is more Merciful to us than any merciful one, than our fathers, 

mothers, children, and even our own selves. 

“A man came to the Prophet (may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) 

with a child whom he embraced. The Prophet (may Allah’s peace and blessings 

be upon him) asked him: ‘Do you show mercy yo him?’ The man said: ‘Yes.’ 

Then, the Prophet (may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) said: ‘Allah is 

more merciful to you than you are to him, and He is the Most Merciful of 

those who show mercy.’” [Narrated by Al-Bukhāri in Al-Adab Al-Mufrad; Sahīh 

(authentic)] The name “Ar-Rahmān” belongs exclusively to Allah Almighty. No 

one else can be given or described with this name.  

ْ ٱق لَ ﴿ وا َ ٱ دۡع  وَ  لِلّه
َ
ْ ٱأ وا واْ فَلهَ    لرهحۡمَ نَۖ ٱ دۡع  ا تدَۡع  ي ّٗا مه

َ
سۡمَاءٓ  ٱأ

َ
 [ 110 :]الإسراء ﴾ .... لحۡ سۡنَى   ٱ لأۡ

{Say: “Invoke Allah, or invoke Ar-Rahmān. Whichever you call upon, to Him 
belong the most beautiful names”...} [Surat al-Isrā’: 110] 

So, He equates it with the name “Allah”, which exclusively belongs to Him; it 

cannot be used for other than Him. Some even said that it is the greatest name. 

As for the name “Ar-Rahīm”, it can be used to describe created beings. For 

example, Allah Almighty says: 
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﴿ َ ب م  عَلَيۡك  حَريَص   عَنتَُّمۡ  مَا  عَلَيۡهَ  عَزيَز   مۡ  سَك  نف 
َ
أ َنۡ  م  ولٞ  رَس  مۡ  جَاءَٓك  ؤۡمَنيَنَ ٱلقََدۡ  رَء وفٞ   لمۡ 

 [128 :]التوبة ﴾ ١٢٨رهحَيمٞ 
{There has certainly come to you a Messenger from among yourselves. 

Grievous to him is what you suffer; [he is] concerned about you and is kind and 

rahīm (compassionate) towards the believers.} [Surat at-Tawbah: 128] We can 

say this is a “rahīm” man, but we cannot say a “rahmān” man. 

The mercy of Allah falls under two categories: 

General Mercy: It comprises all creatures. All created beings are shown mercy 

from Allah, as He has created them and raises and provides for them, in addition 

to other countless blessings that He bestows upon them. 

َ ٱإنَه .....﴿ َ  لِلّه اسَ ٱب  [ 143 :]البقرة  ﴾ ١٤٣لرََء وفٞ رهحَيمٞ  لنه
{...Surely, Allah is Ever-Compassionate, Most Merciful to mankind.} [Surat al-

Baqarah: 143] 

م   ﴿ بُّك  هذَي ٱره م     ل لۡكَ ٱي زۡجَى لكَ  واْ مَن فَضۡلهََ   لبَۡحۡرَ ٱفيَ    لفۡ  ا     ۥإنَهه    ٓۦ  لتََبۡتَغ  مۡ رحََيمّٗ  :]الإسراء  ﴾ ٦٦كَانَ بكَ 
66] 

{Surely, He has been Most Merciful towards you.} [Surat al-Isrā’: 66] 

Special Mercy: It leads to happiness in this world and in the Hereafter. This 

kind of mercy is only shown to the believers. 

﴿....   َ ؤۡمَنيَنَ ٱوكََانَ ب ا  لمۡ   [ 43 :]الأحزاب  ﴾ ٤٣رحََيمّٗ
{...And He has been Most Merciful to the believers.} [Surat al-Ahzāb: 43] 

َنۡه  وَرضَۡوَ نٖ ﴿ م برََحۡمةَٖ م  مۡ رَبُّه  ه  ر  َ قَيم  ي بشَ  مۡ فيَهَا نعََيمٞ مُّ هه   [21 :]التوبة ﴾ ٢١وجََنه تٖ ل
{Their Lord gives them glad tidings of mercy from Him, and blessed 

satisfaction, and gardens...} [Surat at-Tawbah: 21] 

He is the Most Compassionate.. 

He is the most worthy of being remembered, worshiped, and thanked for His 

benevolence and mercy. 
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Wherever you look, you will see signs of Allah’s mercy in this universe, the 

greatest of which is the divine revelation. 

لنَۡا عَلَيۡكَ .....﴿ سۡلمََينَ  لكَۡتَ بَ ٱوَنزَه ى وَرَحۡمةَّٗ وَب شۡرَى  للَۡم  دّٗ َ شَىۡءٖ وهَ 
ا ل كَ ل   [ 89 :]النحل      ﴾ ٨٩تبَۡيَ نّٗ

{...And We have sent down to you the Book as clarification for all things and as 
guidance and mercy and good tidings for the Muslims.} [Surat an-Nahl: 89] 

If the land becomes arid, famine and drought hit, and afflictions get tough, the 

mercy of Allah descends. 

وَ  ﴿ هذَيٱوهَ  َل     ل نَز  ر  رَحۡمَتَه    لۡغَيۡثَ ٱي  وَيَنش  واْ  وَ     ۥ مَن  بَعۡدَ مَا قَنَط    :]الشورى          ﴾ ٢٨  لحۡمََيد  ٱ  لوَۡليَُّ ٱوهَ 
28] 

{And it is He Who sends down the rain after they had despaired and spreads 
His mercy. And He is the Protector, the Praiseworthy.} [Surat ash-Shūra: 28] 

When torment befell people, men wept, women screamed, children panicked, 

and horror prevailed, the mercy of Allah descended upon His sincere servants. 

ا وَ ﴿ ودّٗ ناَ نَجهيۡنَا ه  مۡر 
َ
ا جَاءَٓ أ هذَينَ ٱوَلمَه َنها   ۥءَامَن واْ مَعَه   ل  [58 :]هود ﴾ ....برََحۡمةَٖ م 

{And when Our command came, We saved Hūd [Heber] and those who 
believed with him, by mercy from Us...} [Surat Hūd: 58] 

ا جَاءَٓ ﴿ عَيۡبّٗا وَ وَلمَه ناَ نَجهيۡنَا ش  مۡر 
َ
هذَينَ ٱأ َنها   ۥءَامَن واْ مَعَه   ل  [94 :]هود ﴾ ....برََحۡمةَٖ م 

{And when Our command came, We saved Shu‘ayb [Jethro] and those who 
believed with him, by mercy from Us...} [Surat Hūd: 94] 

We cannot achieve our desires or get our needs fulfilled except through the 

Most Compassionate Lord. Everything happens according to His will. There is no 

power nor strength in the entire universe except through Him. 

Out of His mercy, He sent His messengers to us. 

Out of His mercy, He revealed His books to us. 

Out of His mercy, He brought us out of misguidance into guidance. 

Out of His mercy, He guided us out of blindness. 

Out of His mercy, He taught us what we did not know. 
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Out of His mercy, He subjected the sun and moon for our benefit, created the 

night and day, and leveled the land. 

Out of His mercy, He created Paradise and will admit its dwellers therein 

where they will lead a blissful life. 

Out of His mercy, Allah Almighty created mercy as a hundred parts, each of it is 

as great as the distance between the heaven and earth. Out of these, He sent 

just one part of mercy to the earth, which He spread among His creation so that 

they can show mercy to one another. With this mercy, a mother shows 

compassion to her child. Indeed, the whole world and its system relies upon this 

mercy. 

Glad tidings! 

Let us talk about the vastness of Allah’s mercy:  

هذَينَ ٱق لۡ يَ عَبَادَيَ   ۞﴿ حۡمةََ    ل واْ مَن ره سَهَمۡ لاَ تَقۡنَط  نف 
َ
سۡرَف واْ علَىََٰٓ أ

َ
َ  ٱأ َ ٱإنَه    لِلّه ن وبَ ٱيَغۡفرَ     لِلّه   ۥجَمَيعًا  إنَهه    لذُّ

وَ  ور  ٱه   [53 :]الزمر   ﴾ ٥٣لرهحَيم  ٱ لۡغَف 
{Say: “O My servants who have transgressed against themselves, do not 

despair of the mercy of Allah. Indeed, Allah forgives all sins. Indeed, it is He Who 
is the All-Forgiving, Most Merciful.”} [Surat az-Zumar: 53] 

The Prophet (may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) is authentically 

reported to have said: “If the believer were to know what is with Allah of 

punishment, no one would hope to enter His Paradise, and if the 

disbeliever were to know what is with Allah of mercy, no one would 

despair of entering His Paradise.” [Narrated by Muslim] 

This vast mercy stems from might, power, and dominance, not from weakness. 

وَ ﴿  [ 9 :]الشعراء ﴾ ٩لرهحَيم  ٱ لۡعَزيَز  ٱوَإِنه رَبهكَ لهَ 
{And indeed, your Lord – He is the All-Mighty, Most Merciful.} [Surat ash-

Shu‘arā’: 9] 

I bear witness that there is no god other than Allah. He is the Most Generous, 

the Most Merciful, upon Whom people pin their hopes. 
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Keys to mercy: 

Allah is no need for us or our worship. We will not enter Paradise except with 

His mercy. This even applies to our Prophet (may Allah’s peace and blessings be 

upon him). Abu Hurayrah (may Allah be pleased with him) reported that the 

Prophet (may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) said: “‘No one will 

enter Paradise by his deeds.’ They said: ‘Not even you, O Messenger of 

Allah?’ He said: ‘Yes, not even me, unless Allah encompasses me with 

grace and mercy from Him.’” [Narrated by Al-Bukhāri and Muslim] 

Whoever knows this should engage in the worship of hope, and getting 

attached to Allah’s mercy and seeking to attain it. This can be achieved through 

piety, faith, and acts of obedience. 

By this we can attain mercy from our Lord. 

ونَ وَي ؤۡت ونَ   ....﴿ هذَينَ يَتهق  كۡت ب هَا للَ
َ
ةَ ٱ وَرَحۡمتَىَ وَسَعَتۡ ك له شَىۡءٖ  فسََأ كَو  هذَينَ ٱوَ  لزه م بِـَٔايَ تنََا ي ؤۡمَن ونَ  ل   ﴾١٥٦ه 

 [ 156 :]الأعراف
{...And My mercy encompasses all things. So I will decree it [especially] for 

those who fear Me and give zakah and those who believe in Our verses }[Surat 
al-A‘rāf: 156] 

Allah’s mercy can be attained by obeying Him and obeying His Prophet. Allah 

Almighty says: 

واْ ﴿ طَيع 
َ
َ ٱوَأ ولَ ٱوَ  لِلّه مۡ ت رۡحَم ونَ  لرهس   [ 132 :]آل عمران ﴾ ١٣٢لعََلهك 

{And obey Allah and the Messenger so that you may obtain mercy.} [Surat Ᾱl-
‘Imrān: 132] 

Mercy can also be attained by doing good. Allah Almighty says: 

ونَ   ....﴿ َ ٱلوَۡلاَ تسَۡتَغۡفرَ  مۡ ت رۡحَم ونَ  لِلّه  [ 46 :]النمل  ﴾ ٤٦لعََلهك 
{...Indeed, the mercy of Allah is near to the doers of good.} [Surat al-A‘rāf: 56] 

It is also obtained through seeking forgiveness. Allah Almighty says: 

ونَ   ....﴿ َ ٱلوَۡلاَ تسَۡتَغۡفرَ  مۡ ت رۡحَم ونَ  لِلّه  [ 46 :]النمل  ﴾ ٤٦لعََلهك 
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{...Why do you not seek forgiveness of Allah so that you may receive mercy?} 
[Surat an-Naml: 46] 

Allah’s mercy can also be obtained through remembering and supplicating Him 

a lot. 

The Prophet (may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) said: “The 

supplication of a distressed one is: Allāhumma rahmataka arjū fala takilni 

ila nafsi tarfata ‘ayn wa aslih li sha’ni kullah la ilāha illa ant (O Allah, Your 

mercy is what I hope for, so do not leave me to myself for a while, and put 

all my affairs in good order for me. There is no god but You).” [Narrated by 

Abu Dāwūd; Hasan (sound)] Allah’s mercy can only be attained by the merciful 

among His servants. The Prophet (may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) 

said: “Indeed, Allah shows mercy to the merciful among His servants.” 

[Narrated by Al-Bukhāri and Muslim] For example, a prostitute will enter 

Paradise by virtue of her mercy towards a thirsty dog as she gave it water in her 

shoes. 

Do not let the devil daunt you! 

Some people, when afflicted with disasters, crises, or saddening incidents, they 

give up their faith and fail to remember that Allah Almighty is more merciful to 

them than their own selves. So, they do not knock on the door of the Most 

Compassionate or hope for His mercy. That is why, they fall into the devil’s 

misleading plots, which may ultimately lead them to ruin. Allah Almighty says:  

مۡ  إنَه   ....﴿ سَك  نف 
َ
َ ٱوَلاَ تَقۡت ل وٓاْ أ ا   لِلّه مۡ رحََيمّٗ  [29 :]النساء ﴾ ٢٩كَانَ بكَ 

{...And do not kill yourselves. Surely Allah has been Most Merciful to you.} 
[Surat an-Nisā’: 29] 

Do not ever think that your sin, no matter how great it may be, can be greater 

than Allah’s mercy! The devil wants nothing but this from you; namely to make 

the sin look so big in your eyes that you belittle Allah’s mercy in comparison. 

Indeed, the mercy of Allah is greater than your sin and any sin. The man who 

killed 99 people and then completed them a hundred repented to Allah 

sincerely, so Allah forgave him. 
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I put all my trust in You, my Lord. 

And I will not go through any door but Yours. 

Allah Almighty says:  

مۡ  إنَه   ....﴿ سَك  نف 
َ
َ ٱوَلاَ تَقۡت ل وٓاْ أ ا   لِلّه مۡ رحََيمّٗ  [29 :]النساء ﴾ ٢٩كَانَ بكَ 

{On the Day We will gather the righteous to the Most Compassionate as a 
delegation.} [Surat Maryam: 85] 

What a great promise, what a noble delegation, and what an excellent feeling! 

May Allah make us among this delegation. 

O Allah, if we are not worthy of attaining Your mercy, indeed Your mercy is 

worthy of reaching us. So, encompass us in Your mercy in this world and in the 

Hereafter, O the Most Merciful of those who show mercy! 

9 

Al-Hayy (The Ever-Living) 

When the clouds of grief attack and the shackles of distress unite together 

against you and you do not find a way out and things become too hard for you, 

as if your soul is departing through your throat and you are suffocating; at that 

moment when you feel life has become too harsh and restricted, people 

withdraw from your life leaving you alone, and you expect nothing but death, 

at this moment Allah sends you relief and a window of hope, instills tranquility 

within you, extends a helping hand to you, and gives you life after you have 

almost seen death. Thereupon, you fall in prostration to Him, weeping and 

repeating: O the Ever-Living, the All-Sustainer, all thanks are due to You. 

This can only happen when you rely upon Al-Hayy Who does not die.  

علَىَ  ﴿ هذَيٱ  لۡحَى َ ٱوَتوَكَهلۡ  َ   ل بَحَمۡدَه وَسَب حَۡ  وت   يَم  بهََ    ۦ لاَ  َ   ۦوَكَفَى   عَبَادهَ ن وبَ    :]الفرقان      ﴾ ٥٨خَبيَرًا   ۦبذَ 
58] 
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{And rely upon the Ever-Living who does not die, and exalt [Allah] with His 
praise. And sufficient is He as All-Aware concerning the sins of His servants.} 
[Surat al-Furqān: 58] 

Our Lord, Glorified and Exalted, established the attribute of life for Himself. His 

is a perfect and eternal life, neither preceded by nothingness nor will come to an 

end. It suffers no deficiency or defect and experiences no heedlessness, inability, 

or death. Indeed 

ه   ...﴿ ذ  خ 
ۡ
 [ 255 :]البقرة  ﴾ ....سَنَةٞ وَلاَ نوَۡمٞ    ۥلاَ تأَ

{...No slumber or sleep can overtake Him...} [Surat al-Baqarah: 255] 

Far Exalted is Allah above this! His life is far exalted above being similar to the 

life of the created beings. 

وَ  ۦليَۡسَ كَمَثۡلهََ  .....﴿ مَيع  ٱشَىۡءۖٞ وهَ   [ 11 :]الشورى ﴾ ١١لبَۡصَير  ٱ لسه
{...There is nothing like unto Him: He is the All-Hearing, the All-Seeing.} [Surat 

ash-Shūra: 11] 

His is a life that entails possessing perfect attributes of knowledge, hearing, 

seeing, ability, will, mercy, and other attributes of perfection. Our Lord is the 

Ever-Living through Whom life came into existence and every living being 

became a living being. The life of everything apart from Him depends on His will 

to make it living. Allah Almighty says:  

﴿ َ ب ونَ  ر  تكَۡف  َ ٱكَيۡفَ  ت رجَۡع ونَ   لِلّه إلَيَۡهَ  ث مه  مۡ  حۡييَك  ي  ث مه  مۡ  ي مَيت ك  ث مه  مۡۖ  حۡيَ ك 
َ
فأَ مۡوَ تّٗا 

َ
أ نت مۡ   ﴾ ٢٨وَك 

 [ 28 :]البقرة 
{...When you were lifeless and He brought you to life; then He will cause you to 

die, then He will bring you [back] to life, and then to Him you will be returned.} 
[Surat al-Baqarah: 28] 

Our Lord is the One Who gives life to our souls through the light of knowledge, 

guidance, and faith. 

It is our Lord Who will grant the dwellers of Paradise the eternal and enduring 

life. He says:  
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هَ ذَهَ  ﴿ ة  ٱوَمَا  نۡيَآ ٱ  لحۡيََو  وَإِنه    لدُّ وَلعََبٞ   لهَۡوٞ  ها  ارَ ٱإلَ ونَ   لحۡيََوَان   ٱلهََىَ    لۡأٓخَرَةَ ٱ  لده يَعۡلَم  كَان واْ   ﴾ ٦٤لوَۡ 
 [ 64 :]العنكبوت

{...And indeed, the home of the Hereafter - that is the [eternal] life, if only they 
knew.} [Surat al-‘Ankabūt: 64] 

Clear evidence: 

Allah is the Ever-Living Lord. There is no god but Him. He is sufficient for 

anyone who relies upon Him. None can overpower His will or escape His power. 

He removes harm, responds to the distressed, and brings the dead back to life as 

He created them in the first place, and that is easier for Him. He is the All-Wise 

Lord, Who does not create anything in vain or does anything without a purpose. 

Ibn ‘Abbās (may Allah be pleased with him and his father) reported: “Al-‘Ās ibn 

Wā’il came to the Messenger of Allah (may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon 

him). He got up, held a decomposed bone, broke it into small pieces with his 

hand, and said: ‘Who will give life to decomposed bones?’ - He meant to express 

denial of resurrection. Thereupon, the Prophet (may Allah’s peace and blessings 

be upon him) said: ‘Yes, Allah will resurrect this and then He will cause you to 

die, bring you back to life, and then admit you into Hellfire.’ Then, Allah Almighty 

revealed:  

وَلمَۡ يرََ ﴿
َ
بيَنٞ  لإۡنَسَ ن  ٱأ وَ خَصَيمٞ مُّ نها خَلقَۡنَ ه  مَن نُّطۡفَةٖ فَإذََا ه 

َ
 [77 :]يس ﴾ ٧٧أ

{Does man not consider that We created him from a [mere] sperm-drop - then 
at once he is a clear adversary?} [Surat Yasīn: 77] 

To the end of the Surah.” [Narrated by Ibn Jarīr, Al-Bayhaqi, and Al-Hākim, who 

graded the Hadīth as Sahīh and Al-Dhahabi agreed with him; Sahīh (authentic)] 

How ungrateful man is! He forgets his own creation and denies his Creator. 

Indeed, the One Who created him in the first place will repeat his creation and 

resurrect him. The second time is logically easier than the first one - and 

everything is easy for Allah Almighty.  

وَ ﴿ هذَيٱوهَ  اْ  ل ه   لخۡلَقَۡ ٱيَبۡدَؤ  هۡوَن  عَلَيۡهَ   ۥث مه ي عَيد 
َ
وَ أ  [27 :]الروم  ﴾ .....وهَ 



  

 

44 

{And it is He Who begins creation; then He repeats it, and that is easier for 
Him...} [Surat ar-Rūm: 27] 

To Allah belong might, power, majesty, pride, authority, the dominion, and 

judgment, and glorification and extolment. He is the Most Great, His dominion is 

magnificent, and His status is the highest. 

Call of the universe.. 

Glory be to Allah Who has made for every created being a special life. The life 

of angels, for example, differs from the life of human beings, and the life of the 

latter is different from the life of jinn, and the life of animals varies from the life 

of humans, jinn, and angels. 

Even some inanimate objects were influenced by Allah’s name Al-Hayy and 

became living themselves. An example is the staff of Mūsa (Moses) (peace be 

upon him).  

ونَ ﴿ فكَ 
ۡ
وسَى  عَصَاه  فَإذََا هَىَ تلَقَۡف  مَا يأَ لقَۡى  م 

َ
 [45 :]الشعراء  ﴾ ٤٥فَأ

{Then Moses threw his stick, and behold, it swallowed up all that they falsely 
showed.} [Surat ash-Shu‘arā’: 45] 

Even the trees have their special life. An example is the trunk that yearned for 

the Prophet (may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him). “The Prophet (may 

Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) used to deliver sermons while 

leaning on a trunk. Then, when he started to use the pulpit, the trunk 

made a sorrowful sound. So, he came to it and passed his hand over it.” 

[Narrated by Al-Bukhāri] Another narration in Al-Sunan reads: “He came to it 

and embraced it, and it calmed down. Thereupon, he said: ‘If I had not 

embraced it, it would have continued to grieve until the Day of 

Judgment.’” [Narrated by Ibn Mājah; Sahīh (authentic)] 

The emergence of life in this lifeless object is certainly one of the signs of Allah 

Almighty, which indicates that He is the Ever-Living Lord, besides Whom there is 

no god. 

In everything there is a sign proving that He is the One God. 
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Hearts of lovers.. 

The Prophet (may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) used to supplicate: 

“Allāhumma inni a‘ūdhu bi‘izatika la ilāha illa ant an tudillani anta Al-Hayy 

al-ladhi la yamūt wa al-jinn wa al-ins yamūtūn (O Allah, I seek refuge in 

Your honor - there is no god but You - that You should lead me astray; You 

are the Ever-Living Who does not die, whereas the jinn and humans die).” 

[Narrated by Muslim] Undoubtedly, guidance is the life of hearts, and it comes 

from the Ever-Living God, other than Whom there is no god. So, whoever wants 

guidance should seek it from the Ever-Living Lord, Who says:  

وَ ﴿ وَ فَ  لۡحَىُّ ٱه  ها ه  وه  ٱلآَ إلََ هَ إلَ خۡلصََينَ لهَ   دۡع  َينَِۗ ٱم  َ  لحۡمَۡد  ٱ  لد  َ رَب   [ 65 :]غافر  ﴾ ٦٥لۡعَ لَمَينَ ٱلَِلّه

{He is the Ever-Living; there is no god but Him, so call upon Him, [being] 
sincere to Him in religion. Praise be to Allah, Lord of the worlds.} [Surat Ghāfir: 
65] 

When a person’s heart abounds with belief in Allah and glorification of Him, 

life becomes beautiful in his eyes, he develops a clearer insight, and distress and 

grief go away. 

The names of Allah Almighty fill the believers’ hearts with love for Him and 

they lead, thus, a blissful life in this world and in the Hereafter.  

ؤۡمَنٞ فَلَن حۡييََنهه  ﴿ وَ م  نثَى  وهَ 
 
وۡ أ
َ
َن ذَكَرٍ أ ا م  حۡسَنَ مَا    ۥمَنۡ عَمَلَ صَ لحَّٗ

َ
م بأَ جۡرهَ 

َ
مۡ أ ۖ وَلنََجۡزيََنهه  بََةّٗ ةّٗ طَي  حَيَو 

 [97 :]النحل ﴾ ٩٧كَان واْ يَعۡمَل ونَ 

{Whoever does righteous deeds, whether male or female, while he is a 
believer - We will surely cause him to live a good life, and We will surely give 
them their reward [in the Hereafter] according to the best of what they used to 
do.} [Surat an-Nahl: 97] 

On the other hand, the disbeliever leads a hard and an uneasy life in this world 

and in the Hereafter. Allah Almighty says: 

عۡرَضَ عَن ذكَۡرَي فَإنَه لهَ  ﴿
َ
ه     ۥوَمَنۡ أ ر  عۡمَى   لۡقَيَ مَةَٱيوَۡمَ   ۥمَعَيشَةّٗ ضَنكّٗا وَنَحشۡ 

َ
 [124 :]طه ﴾ ١٢٤أ
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{And whoever turns away from My remembrance - indeed, he will have a 
depressed life, and We will raise him on the Day of Resurrection blind.}[Surat 
Taha: 124] 

Although he is walking among the living, he is counted among the dead. 

بۡعَث ونَ ﴿ يهانَ ي 
َ
ونَ أ حۡيَاءٖٓ  وَمَا يشَۡع ر 

َ
مۡوَ ت  غَيۡر  أ

َ
 [ 21 :]النحل ﴾ ٢١أ

{They are, [in fact], dead, not alive, and they do not perceive when they will be 
resurrected.}[Surat an-Nahl: 21] 

He who dies and finds relief is not truly dead. But the true dead is the one who 

dies while still living. 

Stand humble before Him! 

Anas ibn Mālik (may Allah be pleased with him) reported: “When anything 

distressed the Prophet (may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him), he would 

say: 

‘Ya Hayy ya Qyyūm birahmatika astagīth (O the Ever-Living, the All-

Sustainer, I seek relief in Your mercy).’” 

[Narrated by Ahmad; Hasan (sound)] 

The Prophet (may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) said to his 

daughter Fātimah (may Allah be pleased with her): 

“What prevents you from listening to my advice! Say in the morning and 

evening: ‘Ya Hayy ya Qayyūm birahmatika astagīth aslih li sha’ni kullah wa 

la takilni ila nafsi tarfata ‘ayn (O the Ever-Living, the All-Sustainer, I seek 

relief in Your mercy! Reform for me all of my affairs and do not leave me 

to myself, even for the blink of an eye).’” 

[Narrated by Al-Nasā’i; Sahīh (authentic)] 

Ibn Mas‘ūd (may Allah be pleased with him) reported that the Prophet (may 

Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) said: “Whoever says: ‘Astaghfirullāh 

al-ladhi la ilāha illa huwa Al-Hayy Al-Qayyūm wa atūbu ilayh (I ask Allah for 

forgiveness, there is no god but Him, the Ever-Living, the All-Sustainer, 
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and I repent to Him)’, his sins will be forgiven, even if he fled the 

battlefield.” [Narrated by Al-Tirmidhi and Al-Hākim; Sahīh (authentic)] 

Anas (may Allah be pleased with him) reported: “A man supplicated saying: 

‘Allāhumma inni as’aluka bi’anna laka al-hamd la ilāha illa ant Al-Mannān Badī‘u 

as-samāwāti wa al-ard ya Dhal-Jalāl wa Al-Ikrām ya Hayy ya Qayyūm (O Allah, I 

implore You by virtue of the fact that all praise is due to You, there is no god 

except You, the Bestower of Favors, the Originator of the heavens and earth, the 

Owner of Majesty and Honor, O the Ever-Living, the All-Sustainer).’ 

Thereupon, the Prophet (may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) said: 

‘He has implored Allah by His greatest name, which when supplicated 

therewith He answers, and when asked therewith He gives.’” [Narrated by 

the Compilers of Al-Sunan; Sahīh (authentic)] Ibn al-Qayyim (may Allah have 

mercy upon him) said: “The attribute of ‘hayāh’ (life) comprises and entails all 

attributes of perfection, and the attribute of ‘qayyūmiyyah’ (sustaining) 

comprises all the attributes of actions. That is why, the greatest name of Allah by 

which when asked He gives, and by which when supplicated He answers is ‘Al-

Hayy Al-Qayyūm’.” 

O Allah, I seek refuge in Your honor - there is no god except You - that You 

should lead me astray; You are the Ever-Living Who does not die, whereas the 

jinn and humans die. 

O Allah, the Ever-Living, the All-Sustainer, I seek relief in Your mercy; reform 

for me all my affairs. 

10 

Al-Qayyūm (The All-Sustainer) 

O Originator of the worlds, You are the One God, the Ever-Living, the All-

Sustainer, You are the One upon Whom hopes are pinned. 

All existence points to Your existence, and to Your majesty we fall in 

prostration. 
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The Prophet (may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) heard a man 

supplicate, saying: “Allāhumma inni as’aluka bi’anna laka al-hamd la ilāha 

illa ant Al-Mannān Badī‘u as-samāwāti wa al-ard ya Dhal-Jalāl wa Al-Ikrām 

ya Hayy ya Qayyūm (O Allah, I implore You by virtue of the fact that all 

praise is due to You, there is no god but You, the Bestower of Favors, the 

Originator of the heavens and earth, the Owner of Majesty and Honor, O 

the Ever-Living, the All-Sustainer).” 

Thereupon, the Prophet (may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) said: 

“By the One in Whose Hand my soul is, he asked Allah by His greatest 

name, which if He is supplicated therewith, He answers the supplication, 

and if He is asked therewith, He gives.” [Narrated by Al-Tirmidhi; Sahīh 

(authentic)] 

This is a message from our Prophet (may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon 

him) to everyone leading a rough life; come to your Lord, empty your heart of 

anything apart from Him, and supplicate Him by His names Al-Hayy and Al-

Qayyūm. He will surely respond to you and give you beyond what you hope for. 

To Him alone we should turn. 

And only upon Him we should pin our hopes. 

We pause here with one of the beautiful names of Allah, namely “Al-Qayyūm” 

(the All-Sustainer). 

Allah Almighty says:  

وه  ٱوعََنَتَ  ۞﴿ حَى َ  لوۡ ج 
ا  لقَۡيُّومَ  ٱللَۡ لۡمّٗ  [111 :]طه ﴾ ١١١وَقَدۡ خَابَ مَنۡ حَملََ ظ 

{And [all] faces will be humbled before the Ever-Living, the All-Sustainer...} 
[Surat Taha: 111] 

Our Lord, Exalted be He, He is self-subsisting and does not rely upon anyone 

for His existence or for His eternity. He is self-sufficient and is in no need for 

anyone. 

هَا  ۞﴿ يُّ
َ
أ نت م   لنهاس  ٱيََٰٓ

َ
قَرَاءٓ  ٱأ َۖ ٱإلَيَ   لۡف  وَ  لِلّه  ٱوَ  لِلّه  [ 15 :]فاطر ﴾ ١٥لحۡمََيد  ٱ  لۡغَنىَُّ ٱه 
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{O people, it is you who stand in need of Allah; as for Allah, He is the Self-
Sufficient, the Praiseworthy.} [Surat Fātir: 15] 

Our Lord, Exalted be He, sustains all creatures, whether in the heavens or the 

earth. None of them can remain alive without Him. They stand in need of Him 

from all aspects, and He does not need them in any way. Even the Throne and 

those angels who carry it, Allah Almighty sustains them. 

Our Lord, Exalted be He, sustains the entire universe and all the creatures 

existing therein, in all their conditions. He preserves them, provides for them, 

and manages all their affairs at all times. 

He also sustains His servants and records their deeds and words, the good and 

bad thereof, and He will recompense them accordingly on the Day of Judgment.  

مۡ ت نَب ـَ  ونَ ﴿
َ
مۡ  أ وه  رَكَاءَٓ ق لۡ سَمُّ َ ش  َ نَفۡسِۭ بمََا كَسَبَتِۡۗ وجََعَل واْ لَِلّه

وَ قَائٓمَ  علَىَ  ك ل  فَمَنۡ ه 
َ
بمََا لاَ يَعۡلَم  فيَ     ۥه  أ

رۡضَ ٱ
َ
َنَ    لأۡ م بظََ هَرٖ م 

َ
واْ عَنَ    لقَۡوۡلَ  ٱأ دُّ مۡ وَص  واْ مَكۡر ه  هذَينَ كَفَر  ي نََ للَ بيَلَ  ٱبلَۡ ز    ۥفَمَا لهَ    لِلّه  ٱ وَمَن ي ضۡللََ    لسه
 [ 33 :]الرعد ﴾ ٣٣مَنۡ هَادٖ 

{Is He who is a Sustainer of every soul, [knowing] what it has done, [like any 
other]? But to Allah they have attributed partners. Say: “Name them. Or do you 
inform Him of that which He knows not upon the earth or of what is apparent of 
speech?” Rather, their [own] plan has been made attractive to those who 
disbelieve, and they have been averted from the way. And whomever Allah 
causes to stray - there will be no guide for him.} [Surat ar-Ra‘d: 33] 

As part of His perfect divinity, the heavens and the earth got established and 

settled by His command and power, without any pillars. 

َ ٱإنَه   ۞﴿ مَ وَ تَ ٱي مۡسَك     لِلّه رۡضَ ٱوَ   لسه
َ
َ   لأۡ َن  بَعۡدَه حَدٖ م 

َ
مَا مَنۡ أ مۡسَكَه 

َ
ولاَ  وَلئَنَ زَالتََآ إنَۡ أ ن تزَ 

َ
كَانَ     ۥإنَهه    ٓۦ  أ

ا ورّٗ  [ 41 :]فاطر ﴾ ٤١حَليَمًا غَف 

{Indeed, Allah holds the heavens and the earth, lest they cease. And if they 
should cease, no one could hold them [in place] after Him. Indeed, He is All-
Forbearing, All-Forgiving.} [Surat Fātir: 41] 
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The only Deity worthy of worship.. 

Allah is the Ever-Living, the All-Sustainer, the Lord of the worlds, the Most 

Merciful of those who show mercy, the Most Powerful of the powerful, the Most 

Wise of the wise, the One to Whom the creation and command belong and in 

Whose hand lie benefit and harm. 

The sound natural disposition leads to Him, minds recognize Him, and all that 

exists points to His existence. Everything in the universe, still or moving, 

indicates His existence and the fact that He is the Sustainer of all existence. He is 

the One Who responds to those in distress, removes harm, relieves people of 

their anguish, and forgives errors. 

He is the One Whose help is sought in dealing with any calamity and Whose 

favors and blessings keep descending. 

He is the One to Whom all faces and voices will be humbled.  

وه  ٱوعََنَتَ  ۞﴿ حَى َ  لوۡ ج 
ا  لقَۡيُّومَ  ٱللَۡ لۡمّٗ  [111 :]طه ﴾ ١١١وَقَدۡ خَابَ مَنۡ حَملََ ظ 

{And [all] faces will be humbled before the Ever-Living, the All-Sustainer...} 
[Surat Taha: 111] 

He is the One most worthy of being remembered, worshiped, and praised. He 

is the Best Supporter, the Most Compassionate King, the Most Generous Giver, 

the Most Forgiving and All-Powerful, and the Most Just in retribution. 

His forbearance follows His knowledge, His pardon and forgiveness follow His 

ability and power, and His withholding is for a wise purpose. 

He is Allah, the Ever-Living, the All-Sustainer, Who has no partner, and the One 

Who has no equal:  

وَ  لِلّه  ٱ﴿ ها ه   [ 255]البقرة:  ﴾... لۡقَيُّوم   ٱ لۡحَىُّ ٱلآَ إلََ هَ إلَ

{Allah - there is no god except Him, the Ever-Living, the All-Sustainer...} [Surat 
al-Baqarah: 255] 

He has made some of His signs clear to those who contemplate, and some are 

clear to all. He has rebutted the excuses of the obstinate and the arguments of 

the deniers, thus brightly revealing the signs of His lordship and divinity. 
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Allah Almighty is the Sustainer of all creation. He does not need any of them, 

and they all stand in need of Him - the close angels, the carriers of the Throne, 

and the inhabitants of the heavens and the earth.  

هَا  ۞﴿ يُّ
َ
أ نت م   لنهاس  ٱيََٰٓ

َ
قَرَاءٓ  ٱأ َۖ ٱإلَيَ   لۡف  وَ  لِلّه  ٱوَ  لِلّه  [ 15 :]فاطر ﴾ ١٥لحۡمََيد  ٱ  لۡغَنىَُّ ٱه 

{O people, it is you who stand in need of Allah; as for Allah, He is the Self-
Sufficient, the Praiseworthy.} [Surat Fātir: 15] 

To Allah belong honor, power, majesty, pride, authority, the dominion, and 

judgment. Glorification and extolment are due to Him. He is perfect in His 

attributes and actions.  

وَ    لِلّه  ٱ﴿ ه  ها  إلَ إلََ هَ  ه    لۡقَيُّوم   ٱ  لۡحَىُّ ٱلآَ  ذ  خ 
ۡ
تأَ هه     ۥلاَ  ل نوَۡمٞ   وَلاَ  فيَ     ۥسَنَةٞ  مَ وَ تَ ٱمَا  فيَ    لسه رۡضَ  ٱوَمَا 

َ
 ﴾ ....  لأۡ

 [ 255 :]البقرة 

{Allah - there is no god except Him, the Ever-Living, the All-Sustainer. No 
drowsiness or sleep overtakes Him. To Him belongs whatever is in the heavens 
and whatever is on the earth...} [Surat al-Baqarah: 255] 

Allah Almighty does not sleep, and it does not befit Him to sleep. The Prophet 

(may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) is authentically reported to have 

said: “Allah does not sleep, and it is not befitting of Him to sleep. He 

lowers the Scales and raises them. The deeds done during the night are 

taken up to Him before the deeds done during the day, and the deeds 

done during the day before the deeds done during the night. His veil is 

light - fire - and if He were to remove it, the glory of his face would burn 

everything of His creation as far as His sight reaches.” [Narrated by Muslim] 

Glory be to the One Whose light brightened the heavens and the earth and 

Whose Face illuminated darkness. Glory be to the Ever-Living, the All-Sustainer! 

Rest assured! 

Whoever knows that Allah is the All-Sustainer, his heart will no longer be 

attached to created beings, rather his heart will feel at ease with His Creator, his 

Provider, and the Manager of his affairs. Within our souls, there is a need that 

cannot be fulfilled by wealth, prestige, pleasures, or fame. 
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It can only be fulfilled by having faith in Allah Almighty, feeling secure with 

Him, and relying upon Him. Glory be to Allah Who says:  

وَ    لِلّه  ٱ﴿ ه  ها  إلَ إلََ هَ  ه    لۡقَيُّوم   ٱ  لۡحَىُّ ٱلآَ  ذ  خ 
ۡ
تأَ هه     ۥلاَ  ل نوَۡمٞ   وَلاَ  فيَ     ۥسَنَةٞ  مَ وَ تَ ٱمَا  فيَ    لسه رۡضَ  ٱوَمَا 

َ
 ﴾ ....  لأۡ

 [ 255 :]البقرة 

{Those who believe and whose hearts are assured by the remembrance of 
Allah. Unquestionably, by the remembrance of Allah hearts are assured.} [Surat 
ar-Ra‘d: 28] 

We implore You, our Lord, the Ever-Living, the All-Sustainer, to forgive our sins, 

conceal our faults, help us obey You, admit us into Paradise, and save us from 

Hellfire. 

11 - 12 

Al-Malik Al-Malīk (The King) 

Ibn Mas‘ūd (may Allah be pleased with him) reported: “A Jewish rabbi came to 

the Messenger of Allah (may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) and said: 

‘O Muhammad, Allah will put the Heavens on one finger and the earth on 

one finger, the trees on one finger, water and dust on one finger, and the 

rest of the creation on one finger, and then He will say: “I am the King.”’ 

Thereupon, the Prophet (may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) 

laughed until his molar teeth became visible, in confirmation of the rabbi’s 

words. Then, he recited:  

واْ  ﴿ قَدَر  َ ٱوَمَا  َ   لِلّه قَدۡرهَ رۡض  ٱوَ   ۦحَقه 
َ
قَبۡضَت ه    لأۡ ا  مَ وَ ت  ٱوَ   لۡقَيَ مَةَٱيوَۡمَ    ۥجَمَيعّٗ بيََمَينهََ   لسه   ۦ مَطۡويَه ت   

بۡحَ نَه   ونَ   ۥس  ا ي شۡرَك   [ 67 :]الزمر ﴾٦٧وَتعََ لىَ  عَمه

{They did not recognize the true worth of Allah. On the Day of Judgment the 
whole earth will be in His grasp, and the heavens shall be folded up in His right 
hand. Glory be to Him! Exalted be He above what they associate with Him.} 
[Surat az-Zumar: 67]” [Narrated by Al-Bukhāri] 

No one knows what He deserves but He. 
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No one comprehends His knowledge but He. 

No one knows His true worth but He. 

No one can render the due praise to Him but He. 

Words and eloquence fall short here and declare their incompetence. 

Modesty fills our hearts at this moment as we seek to enumerate the excellent 

traits of the King of all kings. We would be honored to rub our noses in dust in 

exaltation of Him, and we are honored to move our tongues and pens in praise 

of Him. Whenever we glorify and extol Him, this is but a favor from Him upon us. 

O Lord, none can praise You duly. 

No matter what we say, You are still far greater. 

Let us pause here with the name “Al-Malik” (the King): 

وَ ﴿ هذَيٱ لِلّه  ٱه  وَ  ل ها ه  وس  ٱ لمَۡلكَ  ٱ لآَ إلََ هَ إلَ دُّ  [23 :]الحشر ﴾ .... لقۡ 

{He is Allah, there is no god except Him, the King...} [Surat al-Hashr: 23] 

Our Lord, Exalted be He, executes His commands in His dominion, and He is 

the Owner of all dominion. He is the King and Sovereign on the Day of Judgment 

and of all creation. There is no other king higher or equal to Him. All else are 

below Him. He is the Disposer of all things. None can resist His will or compete 

with Him - Exalted be He. 

He is the All-Mighty King, Who owns every part and corner of the whole 

universe. All kings perish, but He is the Eternal King. 

He is the One Whose forgiveness is sought and Whose dominion endures 

eternally. 

The true dominion belongs to Allah Almighty alone, no one shares it with Him. 

Anyone who owns something is only given by the real Owner of all things. The 

Prophet (may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) said: “There is no 

owner but Allah Almighty.” Another narration reads: “There is no king but 

Allah.” [Narrated by Muslim]  
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مه ٱق لَ  ﴿ لۡكَ ٱمَ لكََ    للهه  لۡكَ ٱ ت ؤۡتيَ    لمۡ  وَتنَزَع     لمۡ  تشََاءٓ   لۡكَ ٱمَن  مَن    لمۡ  وَت ذَلُّ  تشََاءٓ   مَن  وَت عزَُّ  تشََاءٓ   ن  مَمه
ۖ ٱتشََاءٓ ۖ بيََدَكَ  َ شَىۡءٖ قَدَيرٞ  لخۡيَۡر 

 [ 26 :]آل عمران ﴾ ٢٦إنَهكَ علَىَ  ك ل 

{Say: “O Allah, Owner of Sovereignty, You give sovereignty to whom You will 
and You take sovereignty away from whom You will. You honor whom You will 
and You humble whom You will. In Your hand is [all] good. Indeed, You are 
Capable of all things.} [Surat Ᾱl-‘Imrān: 26] 

Our Almighty Lord is the Owner of the treasures of the heavens and earth. All 

goodness lies in His hand, and He gives sustenance to whomever He wills. 

He is the Sovereign over death, life, resurrection, benefit, harm, and all things. 

He disposes of His dominion as He wishes. Every day He is upon some affair. 

The Prophet (may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) is authentically 

reported to have said: “His affairs include forgiving sins, relieving distress, 

raising some people, and bringing others down.” [Narrated by Ibn Mājah; 

Hasan (sound)] This is the dominion of Allah Almighty, and He gives it to 

whomever He wills.  

لكَۡه   لِلّه  ٱوَ   ....﴿  [ 247 :]البقرة  ﴾ ...مَن يشََاءٓ     ۥي ؤۡتيَ م 

{...And Allah gives His sovereignty to whom He wills...} [Surat al-Baqarah: 247] 

The Messenger of Allah (may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) said: 

“Do not curse time, for Allah Almighty said: ‘I am time. The days and 

nights belong to Me. I make them come and go and bring kings after 

kings.’” [Narrated by Ahmad, the first part is narrated by Muslim; Sahīh 

(authentic)] 

Where are the kings who once wore magnificent crowns, yet they were later 

destroyed? 

They could do nothing against the command of Allah and so they perished as if 

they had never existed. 
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The devil enticed them.. 

When Allah Almighty gave dominion to Pharaoh, he thought he was its real 

owner, so he acted arrogantly and tyrannically and oppressed people. He even 

attributed to himself the dominion and divinity.  

هَا ﴿ يُّ
َ
أ َنۡ إلََ هٍ غَيۡرَي  لمَۡلأَ  ٱوَقَالَ فرَعَۡوۡن  يََٰٓ م م   [38 :]القصص ﴾ ....مَا عَلمَۡت  لكَ 

{And Pharaoh said: “O eminent ones, I have not known you to have a god other 
than me...} [Surat al-Qasas: 38] 

Thus, Allah Almighty destroyed him and made him an example and a lesson for 

all kings on earth till the Day of Resurrection so their authority would not make 

them forget their reality and weakness and the Day of Judgment. 

Although kings have a semblance of dominion in worldly life, as they possess 

estates, palaces, gardens, gold and silver, they inevitably have one of two 

choices: either their possessions will go away and leave them, or they 

themselves will pass away. Indeed, their kingdom is a transient one, a loan to be 

paid back. 

So, Allah Almighty reminds them that they will ultimately return to Him:  

لۡك    ....﴿ َ م  مَ وَ تَ ٱوَلَِلّه رۡضَ ٱوَ  لسه
َ
مَاۖ وَإِليَۡهَ  لأۡ  [18 :]المائدة ﴾ ١٨لمَۡصَير  ٱوَمَا بيَۡنَه 

{...And to Allah belongs the dominion of the heavens and the earth, and to 
Allah is the destination.} [Surat al-Mā’idah: 18] 

Also, the Prophet (may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) forbade using 

the title “king of kings” for any human being. He said: “The meanest name in 

the sight of Allah is a man calling himself the king of kings.” [Narrated by Al-

Bukhāri and Muslim] 

Sovereign of the Day of Recompense.. 

On the Day of Judgment, Allah Almighty will put the heavens in His right Hand 

and the earth in the other Hand. In the Qur’an, He says:  

واْ  ﴿ قَدَر  َ ٱوَمَا  َ   لِلّه قَدۡرهَ رۡض  ٱوَ   ۦحَقه 
َ
قَبۡضَت ه    لأۡ ا  مَ وَ ت  ٱوَ   لۡقَيَ مَةَٱيوَۡمَ    ۥجَمَيعّٗ بيََمَينهََ   لسه   ۦ مَطۡويَه ت   

بۡحَ نَه   ونَ   ۥس  ا ي شۡرَك   [ 67 :]الزمر ﴾٦٧وَتعََ لىَ  عَمه
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{They did not recognize the true worth of Allah. On the Day of Judgment the 
whole earth will be in His grasp, and the heavens shall be folded up in His right 
hand. Glory be to Him! Exalted be He above what they associate with Him.} 
[Surat az-Zumar: 67]” 

[Narrated by Al-Bukhāri] Abu Hurayrah (may Allah be pleased with him) 

reported that the Prophet (may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) said: 

“Allah Almighty will take in His grip the earth on the Day of Judgment and 

He will fold up the sky in His right hand. Then, He will say: ‘I am the King; 

where are the kings of the earth?’” [Narrated by Al-Bukhāri and Muslim] 

‘Abdullah ibn ‘Umar (may Allah be pleased with him and his father) reported that 

the Prophet (may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) said: “Allah 

Almighty will fold up the heavens on the Day of Judgment and then hold 

them with His right hand. Then, He will say: ‘I am the King! Where are the 

tyrants? Where are the arrogant?’ 

Then, He will fold up the earths with His left Hand and say: ‘I am the 

King! Where are the tyrants? Where are the arrogant?’” [Narrated by 

Muslim] 

On the Day of Judgment, the Almighty Lord will call out: “To whom belongs the 

dominion today?” No one will answer Him! Then, He will respond to Himself:  

﴿...  َ ارَ ٱ لۡوَ حَدَ ٱلَِلّه  [16  :]غافر ﴾ ١٦ لقَۡهه

{...To Allah, the One, the Superb Vanquisher.} [Surat Ghāfir: 16] 

His dominion is absolute: 

Although Allah Almighty is the King and is in no need for our worship, He, out 

of His kindness and bounty, couples His name “Al-Malik” (the King) with other 

names that inspire assurance within our hearts and make us long to meet Him. 

He says:  

َينَ ٱمَ لكََ يوَۡمَ  ٣لرهحَيمَ ٱ لرهحۡمَٰنِٱ﴿  [ 4-3 :]الفاتحة ﴾ ٤ لد 
{The Most Compassionate, the Most Merciful. The Sovereign of the Day of 

Recompense.} [Surat al-Fātihah: 3-4] 
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He also says:  

وَ    …﴿ وَ    ٢٢لرهحَيم  ٱ  لرهحۡمَ ن  ٱه  هذَيٱ  لِلّه  ٱ ه  وَ    ل ها ه  وس  ٱ  لمَۡلكَ  ٱلآَ إلََ هَ إلَ دُّ -22  :]الحشر             ﴾ ....  لقۡ 

23] 
{...He is the Most Compassionate, the Most Merciful. He is Allah; there is no 

god except Him, the King...} [Surat al-Hashr: 22-23] 

Allah Almighty informs us that a kingdom does not become good and perfect 

without benevolence and mercy. He, Glorified and Exalted, is the Merciful King. 

The kingdom of our Lord is free from any deficiency.  

َ مَا فيَ  ﴿ مَ وَ تَ ٱي سَب حَ  لَِلّه رۡضَ ٱ وَمَا فيَ  لسه
َ
وسَ ٱ  لمَۡلكََ ٱ لأۡ دُّ عَزيَزَ ٱ لقۡ 

 [ 1 :]الجمعة ﴾ ١لحۡكََيمَ ٱ  لۡ
{Whatever is in the heavens and whatever is on the earth glorifies Allah, the 

King, the Most Holy, the All-Mighty, the All-Wise.} [Surat al-Jumu’ah: 1] 

Since the kings of this world do have deficiencies and defects such as 

arrogance, indulgence in vain desires, and injustice, Allah Almighty informed us 

that His dominion is perfect and comprises all attributes of perfection and 

excellence. Hence, the Prophet (may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) 

would always say after finishing Witr prayer: “Subhān Al-Malik Al-Quddūs 

(Glory be to Allah, the King, the Most Holy).” He would say it three times, 

raising his voice in the third one. [Narrated by Al-Nasā’i; Sahīh (authentic)] One is 

required to praise Allah Almighty for His kingship and mercy and to constantly 

glorify Him. Our Lord says:  

لۡك  ٱلهَ  ....﴿ ۖ ٱوَلهَ   لمۡ   [ 1 :]التغابن ﴾ .... لحۡمَۡد 

{...To Him belongs the dominion, and to Him belongs all praise...} [Surat at-
Taghābun: 1] 

He is praised in His dominion. A dominion without praise entails deficiency, 

and praise without a dominion entails powerlessness. Indeed, praise along with 

dominion represent the utmost perfection and majesty. As an aspect of the 

magnificence of His dominion, He helps those who resort to Him, and none can 

help or protect anyone whom Allah wills to destroy.  
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﴿ َ جَار  عَلَيۡهَ  ۦق لۡ مَن  بيََدَه جَير  وَلاَ ي  وَ ي  َ شَىۡءٖ وهَ 
وت  ك ل   [ 88 :]المؤمنون ﴾ ...مَلكَ 

{Say: “In whose hand is the realm of all things - and He protects while none can 
protect against Him - if you should know?”} [Surat al-Mu’minūn: 88] 

O the King, Who holds the forelocks of His creation, I seek refuge in You, O the 

Most Generous Lord. 

Your predestination is sure to occur. I am Your servant, seeking Your refuge 

and protection. 

O the One Whose dominion never goes away! 

Biographers said: “When Hārūn al-Rashīd built his palace, whose magnificence 

was unmatched at the time, people came to congratulate him. Among them was 

Abu al-‘Atāhiyah, who stood up and sang: 

‘Live as long as you wish, safe and sound. Whatever you covet comes to you 

and whatever you want happens. But when the soul is struggling to leave the 

body and you are in the throes of death, you will then know for sure 

that your living in lofty palaces and great luxury was nothing but conceit and 

delusion!’ 

Thereupon, Hārūn wept so powerfully that he fell to the ground. Only a month 

later, he was dead.” 

That was Hārūn! The one who would address the cloud saying: “Drop your rain 

wherever you want. The yield will reach me.” The one who used to perform Hajj 

in a year and conduct Jihad the following year. 

‘Abd al-Malik ibn Marawān, the ruler of the Muslim world in the past, when he 

was in the throes of death, he heard a washing man next to his palace singing in 

great joy. Thereupon, ‘Abd al-Malik said: “I wish I were a washing man! Would 

that I did not know the rule or caliphate!” Then, he died. 

Another man said: “O You Whose dominion never goes away, show mercy to 

the one whose dominion went away.” Hearing these words, Sa‘īd ibn al-

Musayyib replied: “Praise be to Allah Who made them flee to us in the throes of 

death, and we do not flee to them.” 
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Knock on the door of the King! 

Dear reader, illness goes away, afflictions come to an end, sins are forgiven, 

debts are repaid, prisoners get released, absent people come back, sinners 

repent, and the poor get rich. All these lie in the hand of the King of all kings, 

Glorified and Exalted. So, let Allah be your refuge and source of hope at all times, 

especially in the last part of the night when He descends every night to the 

lowest heaven and calls out: “I am the King, I am the King! Who will supplicate 

Me, so that I will answer his supplication? Who will ask from Me, so that I will 

grant him his request? Who will ask Me for forgiveness, so that I will forgive 

him?” He continues to say so till dawn comes bright.” [Narrated by Muslim] 

Our Prophet (may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him), who is the most 

knowledgeable among people of the Almighty Creator and the most devoted in 

worshiping Him, urged us to constantly acknowledge the dominion of Allah 

Almighty right after the prayers and if we abruptly wake up in the night. We 

should make this part of our regular Dhikr in the morning and evening and upon 

return from journeys. Moreover, if we repeat this a hundred times during a day, 

we will be among the winners. 

The Prophet (may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) is authentically 

reported to have said: “Whoever says a hundred times in a day: ‘La ilāha 

illallāh wahdahu la sharīka lah, lahu al-mulku wa lahu al-hamdu wa huwa 

‘ala kulli shay’in qadīr (there is no god except Allah. He is One and He has 

no partner with Him; to Him belong the sovereignty and praise, and He is 

over all things competent),’ he will have a reward equivalent to that of 

emancipating ten slaves, a hundred good deeds will be added to his 

record, a hundred of his sins will be erased, and he will be shielded 

against the devil on that day till the evening; and no one will exceed him 

in doing good deeds except someone who says more than that.” [Narrated 

by Al-Bukhāri and Muslim] 

O Allah, the Sovereign of the Day of Recompense, render our last deeds to be 

the best ones, and make the reckoning easy for us, O Lord of the worlds. 

13 
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As-Subūh (The All-Glorious) 

Scholars said that Tawhīd of the names and attributes of Allah rests upon two 

foundations, which are the core of monotheism: 

1. Establishing perfection in the names, attributes, and actions of Allah 

Almighty. 

2. Exalting Allah far above any deficiency or defect that contradicts His perfect 

essence, attributes, and actions. 

Out of Allah’s mercy towards us, He taught us how to extol and glorify Him. He 

says:  

صَيلاً﴿
َ
وه  ب كۡرَةّٗ وَأ  [ 42 :]الأحزاب ﴾ ٤٢وَسَب حَ 

{And glorify Him in the morning and in the afternoon.} [Surat al-Ahzāb: 42] 

Glory be to the One Who is constantly glorified! 

Glory be to the One Whose remembrance brings contentment! 

Glory be to Him alone, and never to anyone else! 

The Prophet (may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) used to say during 

his bowing and prostration in prayer: “Subbūhun Quddūs, Rabbu al-malā’ikati 

wa ar-rūh (the All-Glorious, the Most Holy, Lord of the angels and of the 

Spirit).” [Narrated by Muslim] 

When we glorify Allah Almighty, this means we declare Him free from any 

deficiency or defect. 

Indeed, our Lord is exalted above any defect or evil. To Him belongs the 

ultimate perfection. 

You are more worthy.. 

The entire universe is a place for worshiping Allah. Everything therein glorifies 

the Almighty Lord, and this is the greatest form of worship. 

The angels, inhabitants of the heavens:  
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فۡسَد  فيَهَا وَيسَۡفَك     ....﴿ تَجۡعَل  فيَهَا مَن ي 
َ
مَاءَٓ ٱقَال وٓاْ أ َ عۡلَم    لد 

َ
َس  لكََۖ قَالَ إنَ يَٓ أ وَنَحۡن  ن سَب حَ  بَحَمۡدَكَ وَن قَد 

ونَ   [ 30 :]البقرة  ﴾ ٣٠مَا لاَ تَعۡلَم 

{They said: “Will You place upon it one who causes corruption therein and 
sheds blood, while we exalt You with praise and declare Your perfection?” He 
said: “Indeed, I know what you do not know.”} [Surat al-Baqarah: 30] 

There is nothing in the universe that does not glorify Allah Almighty, except the 

disbelievers among the jinn and humans. 

Allah Almighty says:  

لهَ   ﴿ مَ وَ ت  ٱت سَب حَ   بۡع  ٱ  لسه رۡض  ٱوَ   لسه
َ
َ   لأۡ بَحَمۡدَه ي سَب حَ   ها  إلَ َن شَىۡءٍ  ونَ   ۦوَمَن فيَهَنه  وَإِن م  تَفۡقَه  ها  ل وَلَ كَن 

مۡ  إنَهه   ا  ۥتسَۡبيَحَه  ورّٗ  [ 44 :]الإسراء ﴾ ٤٤كَانَ حَليَمًا غَف 

{The seven heavens and the earth and whatever is in them glorify Him. And 
there is not a thing except that it glorifies [Allah] by His praise, but you do not 
understand their [way of] glorifying. Indeed, He is All-Forbearing, All-Forgiving.} 
[Surat al-Isrā’: 44] 

Allah Almighty is the One worthy of being glorified, given His perfect essence 

and attributes. 

Abu Hurayrah (may Allah be pleased with him) reported: “I heard the 

Messenger of Allah (may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) say: ‘An ant 

had bitten a prophet; thereupon, he ordered that the colony of ants be 

burnt. Then Allah revealed to him: “You have burnt a community from 

amongst the communities that glorify Me because of an ant’s bite!’” 

[Narrated by Al-Bukhāri - this is his wording - and Muslim] Mountains and birds 

also glorify Allah Almighty:  

دَاو  ﴿ مَعَ  رۡناَ  وَسَخه ا   وعََلۡمّٗ ا  كۡمّٗ ءَاتيَۡنَا ح  وكَ لًّا  لَيۡمَ نَ   س  مۡنَ هَا  وَ   لجَۡبَالَ ٱ  دَ  ۥفَفَهه يۡرَ  ٱي سَب حَۡنَ  فَ عَليَنَ   لطه نها  وَك 
 [ 79 :]الأنبياء ﴾ ٧٩

{...And We subjected the mountains to glorify [Us], along with David and [also] 
the birds. And We were doing [that].} [Surat al-Anbiyā’: 79] 
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So, it is even more appropriate for us to glorify the Almighty Lord. One of the 

righteous predecessors said: “Would anyone of you not be ashamed that the 

animal he rides and the garment he wears mentions Allah more often than he 

does!” 

Obedient hearts.. 

As pious people learned about the reward of good deeds and that glorification 

of Allah is the dearest speech to Him, they vied with one another in glorifying 

their Lord in all their situations. Indeed, that is the easy booty. The Prophet (may 

Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) said: “Two words are light for the 

tongue to utter, heavy in the scales, and are dear to the Most 

Compassionate: ‘Subhānallāh wa bihamdih, subhānallāh Al-‘Azhīm (Glory 

be to Allah and praise be to Him, Glory be to Allah, the Magnificent).” 
[Narrated by Al-Bukhāri and Muslim] The Prophet (may Allah’s peace and 

blessings be upon him) is also authentically reported to have said: “Whoever 

says: ‘Subhānallāh wa bihamdih (Glory be to Allah, and praise be to Him)’ 

one hundred times a day, his sins will be erased even if they were as much 

as the foam of the sea.” [Narrated by Al-Bukhāri and Muslim] He (may Allah’s 

peace and blessings be upon him) said: “Is anyone of you unable to earn a 

thousand good deeds during a day?” One of those present asked: “How 

can one of us earn a thousand good deeds?” He said: “He glorifies Allah a 

hundred times, and thus a thousand good deeds will be recorded for him, 

or a thousand sins will be erased from him.” [Narrated by Muslim] 

Keys to happiness: 

Glorification of Allah Almighty is one of the lasting good things. 

Glorification of Allah comforts His obedient servants and provides refuge for 

the fearful among them, as they know that the One Whom they glorify and exalt 

above any imperfection or defect is their refuge at times of hardship, their 

companion in their loneliness, and their supporter when they are few and weak. 
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How could the supplications of those who glorify Allah a lot not be answered 

while they are the ones who know their Lord at times of ease?! How come He 

does not know them at times of hardship?! 

Take Yūnus (Jonah) (peace be upon him) as an example. Allah Almighty says 

about him:  

نهه  ﴿
َ
سَب حََينَ ٱكَانَ مَنَ   ۥفَلَوۡلآَ أ بۡعَث ونَ   ٓۦللََبثََ فيَ بَطۡنهََ  ١٤٣لمۡ   [ 144-143 :]الصافات ﴾ ١٤٤إلَيَ  يوَۡمَ ي 

{And had he not been of those who glorify Allah, He would have surely 
remained in its belly till the Day of Resurrection.} [Surat as-Sāffāt: 143-144] 

Ibn ‘Abbās (may Allah be pleased with him and his father) said: “Fish in the sea 

would at times stay still, but he would not take rest from glorification of Allah. 

Frogs would keep silent, but he would continue to mention Allah Almighty.” Al-

Hasan said: “Yūnus (Jonah) did not offer prayer in the belly of the whale, yet the 

good deeds he had performed at the time of ease were the reason Allah took 

care of him at the time of affliction.” Al-Karaji said: “This indicates that 

glorification of Allah and proclaiming His Oneness remove anguish and save one 

from distress and afflictions.” A reported citation reads: “A righteous person gets 

recognized in heaven.” This is because glorification of Allah is a righteous act and 

Allah Almighty says:  

ي بَ  ٱ لۡكلَمَ  ٱإلَيَۡهَ يصَۡعَد   ....﴿ ه   لصه لحَ  ٱ لۡعَمَل  ٱوَ  لطه  [10 :]فاطر ﴾ .....  ۥ يرَۡفَع 
{...To Him ascends good speech...} [Surat Fātir: 10] 

With glorification, a person is given sustenance. In Al-Adab Al-Mufrad, the 

Prophet (may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) said: “...And 

‘subhānallāh wa bihamdih (glory be to Allah and praise be to Him)’; that is 

the prayer of everything, and with it everything is given sustenance.” 

[Sahīh (authentic)] 

Glory be to You! 

Glory be to Allah as many as what He created in the heavens. 

Glory be to Allah as many as what He created in the earth. 

Glory be to Allah as many as the creation between them. 
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Glory be to Allah as many as what He creates. 

Allah Almighty commands His servants to glorify Him a lot at the times of 

sunrise and sunset. He says:  

بۡحَ نَ ﴿ َ ٱفسَ  ونَ  لِلّه ونَ وحََينَ ت صۡبحَ   [ 17 :]الروم  ﴾ ١٧حَينَ ت مۡس 
{So glorified is Allah when you reach the evening and when you reach the 

morning.} [Surat ar-Rūm: 17] 

He also says:  

صَيلاً﴿
َ
وه  ب كۡرَةّٗ وَأ  [ 42 :]الأحزاب ﴾ ٤٢وَسَب حَ 

{And glorify Him in the morning and in the evening.} [Surat al-Ahzāb: 42] 

Given the significance of glorification, Allah Almighty will inspire the dwellers 

of Paradise to glorify Him as naturally as breathing.  

بۡحَ نَكَ  ﴿ س  فيَهَا  مۡ  مه ٱدَعۡوَى ه  نَ    للهه 
َ
أ مۡ  دَعۡوَى ه  وَءَاخَر   سَلَ مٞ   فيَهَا  مۡ  َ    لحۡمَۡد  ٱوَتَحَيهت ه  رَب   َ  ﴾١٠لۡعَ لَمَينَ ٱلَِلّه

 [ 10 :]يونس

{Their call therein will be, “Glory be to You, O Allah,” and their greeting therein 
will be: “Peace.” And the last of their call will be: “Praise be to Allah, Lord of the 
worlds!”} [Surat Yūnus: 10] 

Ibn Rajab (may Allah have mercy upon him) said: “Every deed comes to an end, 

except for the remembrance of Allah, which does not come to a halt. All deeds 

cease when the world ceases to exist, and nothing of it will remain in the 

Hereafter, except for the remembrance of Allah. The believer lives, dies, and gets 

resurrected upon the remembrance of Allah.” 

Glory be to the One Who is glorified by all creatures and all tongues. 

Glory be to Him for the favors He bestows upon us. 

Glory be to the One Who is glorified by those who knew that 

glorification of Him is one of the best means of protection. 

Glory be to the One Who disgraces the sinners or 

forgives grave sins and minor ones if He so wills. 
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Glory be to the One from Whom we ask the forgiveness of a Mighty Lord 

and seek refuge from severe retribution. 

May Allah make us among those who glorify Him and extend praise to Him, 

and among the believers in His names and attributes who believe in His Oneness 

and extol Him; indeed, He is All-Hearing, Near. 

بۡحَ نَ  ﴿ َ ٱفسَ  ونَ   لِلّه ت صۡبحَ  وحََينَ  ونَ  ت مۡس  مَ وَ تَ ٱفيَ    لحۡمَۡد  ٱ وَلهَ     ١٧حَينَ  رۡضَ ٱوَ   لسه
َ
وحََينَ   لأۡ ا  وعََشَي ّٗ

ونَ   [ 18-17 :]الروم  ﴾ ١٨ت ظۡهَر 

{So glorified is Allah when you reach the evening and when you reach the 
morning. And to Him is all praise throughout the heavens and the earth. And 
[glorified is He] at night and when you are at noon.} [Surat ar-Rūm: 17-18] 

14 

Al-Quddūs (The Most Holy) 

Go and buy today while the market is still there, while you can pay the price, 

and while the commodities cost little. There will come a day when this market 

and these commodities will not be available at any cost.  

غَاب نَ  ٱذَ لكََ يوَۡم  …﴿  [9 :]التغابن  ﴾ ... لته

{...That is the Day of Deprivation...} [Surat at-Taghābun: 9] {And the Day the 
wrongdoer will bite on his hands [in regret]...} [Surat al-Furqān: 27] 

If you depart without a provision of piety, you will be in deep regret. 

And on the Day of Resurrection you will see those with adequate provisions 

and know that you did not work for this day. 

Let us spend some time with one of the beautiful names of Allah that brings us 

closer to Him, comprises the essence of monotheism, and constitutes one of the 

two pillars of the Tawhīd of names and attributes; namely “Al-Quddūs” (the 

Most Holy). 

Allah Almighty says:  
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وَ ﴿ هذَيٱ لِلّه  ٱه  وَ  ل ها ه  وس  ٱ لمَۡلكَ  ٱ لآَ إلََ هَ إلَ دُّ  [23 :]الحشر ﴾ .... لقۡ 

{He is Allah, there is no god but Him, the King, the Most Holy...} [Surat al-
Hashr: 23] 

The Prophet (may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) used to say in his 

bowing and prostration: “Subbūhun Quddūs rabbu al-malā’ikati wa ar-rūh 

(The All-Glorious, the Most Holy, Lord of the angels and of the Spirit).” 

[Narrated by Muslim] It is also reported that when the Prophet (may Allah’s 

peace and blessings be upon him) finished the Witr prayer, he would say: 

“Subhān Al-Malik Al-Quddūs, subhān Al-Malik Al-Quddūs, subhān Al-Malik 

Al-Quddūs (Glory be to the King, the Most Holy; glory be to the King, the 

Most Holy; glory be to the King, the Most Holy).” He would raise his voice in 

the third time. [Narrated by Ahmad; Sahīh (authentic)] 

Linguistically, “Quddūs” means purity and integrity. It also means the blessed 

one. 

Our Lord is the Most Holy, the One free from deficiencies and defects and 

exalted above having a wife, children, or equals. He is praised with the mention 

of His virtues and merits and His perfect attributes. 

Our Lord is the source of all blessing, Whose favors and gifts exist on earth and 

in the heavens in abundance and at all times. Blessed is His name and blessed 

are His actions, essence, and sublime attributes. He is the One Who purifies 

whomever He wills from among His servants according to His wisdom.  

م   لِلّه  ٱإنَهمَا ي ريَد   ….﴿ هۡلَ  لر جَۡسَ ٱليَ ذۡهبََ عَنك 
َ
مۡ تَطۡهَ  لبَۡيۡتَ ٱأ َرَك  اوَي طَه   [ 33 :]الأحزاب         ﴾ ٣٣يرّٗ

{...Allah intends only to remove from you the impurity [of sin], O people of the 
[Prophet’s] household, and to purify you with [extensive] purification.} [Surat al-
Ahzāb: 33] 

Glorified is He! 

Our Lord is the One worthy of being sanctified, glorified, and exalted by all 

creation far above any imperfection. 
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The angels, inhabitants of the heavens, worship Allah Almighty by sanctifying 

Him:  

َس  لكََۖ ….﴿  [ 30 :]البقرة  ﴾ ...وَنَحۡن  ن سَب حَ  بَحَمۡدَكَ وَن قَد 

{...While we declare Your praise and sanctify You?...} [Surat al-Baqarah: 30] 

The entire universe sanctifies and glorifies the Almighty Creator:  

َ مَا فيَ  ﴿ مَ وَ تَ ٱ ي سَب حَ  لَِلّه رۡضَ  ٱوَمَا فيَ    لسه
َ
لۡك  ٱ لهَ     لأۡ ۖ ٱوَلهَ     لمۡ  َ شَىۡءٖ قَدَير    لحۡمَۡد 

وَ علَىَ  ك ل   :]التغابن  ﴾ ١وهَ 
1] 

{Whatever is in the heavens and whatever is on the earth is exalting Allah. To 
Him belongs dominion, and to Him belongs [all] praise, and He is Capable over all 
things.} [Surat at-Taghābun: 1]  

مَ وَ ت  ٱت سَب حَ  لهَ  ﴿ بۡع  ٱ  لسه رۡض  ٱوَ  لسه
َ
َ  لأۡ ها ي سَب حَ  بَحَمۡدَه َن شَىۡءٍ إلَ  [44 :]الإسراء ﴾ ....  ۦوَمَن فيَهَنه  وَإِن م 

{The seven heavens and earth and whatever is between them glorify Him. And 
there is not a thing except that it glorifies [Allah] by His praise...} [Surat al-Isrā’: 
44] 

You are more worthy.. 

The worthiest among the created beings of sanctifying the Almighty Lord are 

humans. 

Sanctifying Allah Almighty is by 

loving Him and exalting Him far above any deficiency or defect; 

by affirming what He affirms for Himself or what the Prophet affirmed for Him; 

and by holding Him far exalted above being similar to any of His creation:  

وَ  ۦليَۡسَ كَمَثۡلهََ  ...﴿ مَيع  ٱشَىۡءۖٞ وهَ   [11 :]الشورى ﴾ ١١لبَۡصَير  ٱ لسه

{...There is nothing like unto Him: He is the All-Hearing, the All-Seeing.} [Surat 
ash-Shūra: 11] 

Sanctifying Allah Almighty is also by exalting Him above having partners, by 

referring to and being pleased with His Shariah as a source of rule and judgment, 

and by having good expectations about Him. 
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Whoever ascribes to Him other than what is established by Him or His 

messengers or denies any of the attributes by which He is described by Himself 

or by His messengers has thus mistrusted his Lord and thought ill of Him. 

One of the attributes of the Most Compassionate Lord is that He is the Most 

Holy. 

Your share in this name.. 

The believer can sanctify, or purify, himself by performing acts of obedience, 

avoiding sins, refining his heart, and keeping away from unlawfully gained 

money. Allah Almighty praises such attitude saying:  

ى هَا ﴿ فۡلحََ مَن زَكه
َ
ى هَا  ٩قَدۡ أ  [ 10-9 :]الشمس ﴾ ١٠وَقَدۡ خَابَ مَن دَسه

{He who who purifies it has succeeded, And he who corrupts it has failed.} 
[Surat ash-Shams: 9-10] 

Allah Almighty clarified to Mūsa (Moses) (peace be upon him) the purpose 

behind sending him to Pharaoh, namely to purify himself by sanctifying Allah 

Almighty:  

إنَهه    ذۡهَبۡ ٱ﴿ فرَعَۡوۡنَ  هي     ١٧طَغَى     ۥإلَيَ   تزََك ن 
َ
أ إلَيََٰٓ  هكَ  ل هَل  لۡ  فَتَخۡشَى    ١٨فَق  رَب كََ  إلَيَ   هۡدَيكََ 

َ
  ﴾ ١٩وَأ

 [ 19-17 :]النازعات
{Go to Pharaoh. Indeed, he has transgressed. And say to him: “Would you 

purify yourself, and let me guide you to your Lord so you would fear [Him]?”} 
[Surat an-Nāzi‘āt: 17-19] 

Hence, none can attain success without this spiritual purification. 

هي  ﴿ فۡلحََ مَن تزََك
َ
هى   ۦرَب هََ  سۡمَ ٱوَذَكَرَ  ١٤قَدۡ أ  [ 15-14 :]الأعلى ﴾ ١٥فَصَل

{He who purifies it has succeeded, And mentions the name of his Lord and 
prays.} [Surat al-A‘la: 14-15] 

Moreover, Allah Almighty removes purity from the wrongful nations. The 

Prophet (may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) is authentically reported 

to have said: “Indeed, Allah does not purify a nation where the weak do 

not take their rights from the strong.” [Narrated by Al-Bayhaqi in Al-Sunan Al-
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Kubra; Sahīh (authentic)] The Prophet (may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon 

him) is also authentically reported to have said: “How could Allah purify a 

nation where the rights of the weak are not taken from the strong?!” 

When Abu al-Dardā’ sent a letter to Salmān al-Fārisi (may Allah be pleased 

with both of them) inviting him to leave Iraq for the sacred land, Salmān sent 

him a reply eloquently clarifying the concept of sacredness saying: “Indeed, the 

land does not purify anyone. Rather, it is one’s deeds that purify him.” 

Glory be to the One Who ceaselessly gives sustenance and grants the wishes of 

His creation. 

The worlds depend on Him and feel assured about His provision. 

O Allah, the All-Glorious, the Most Holy, we implore You to purify us, forgive 

our sins, and show mercy to us, O the Most Merciful of those who show mercy! 

As-Salām (The Source of Peace) 

Anas (may Allah be pleased with him) reported that the Messenger of Allah 

(may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) said: “Indeed, ‘As-Salām’ is one 

of the names of Allah Almighty which Allah has put on earth. So, spread 

the greeting of peace among yourselves.” [Narrated by Al-Bukhāri in Al-Adab 

Al-Mufrad; Sahīh (authentic)] 

The believer should continue to ask Allah Almighty for safety in this world and 

in the Hereafter. Safety in worldly life is of two types: outward and inward. 

Outward safety is good health and being free from ills and all unpleasant 

conditions. 

Inward safety is religious soundness and freedom from disbelief, religious 

innovations, and disobedience to Allah. 

That thing which the believer seeks is the firmest bond of faith. If he attains it, 

he will win himself a sound heart and will enter the abode of peace, i.e. Paradise. 

Everyone seeks peace, and Allah is the Source of Peace, Blessed and Exalted. 
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Ibn Al-Qayyim (may Allah have mercy upon him) said: “Many have memorized 

this name but are unaware of such secrets and meanings contained therein.” 

Allah Almighty says:  

وَ ﴿ هذَيٱ لِلّه  ٱه  وَ  ل ها ه  وس  ٱ لمَۡلكَ  ٱ لآَ إلََ هَ إلَ دُّ لَ م  ٱ لقۡ  ؤۡمَن  ٱ لسه هَيۡمَن  ٱ لمۡ   [23 :]الحشر ﴾ ... لمۡ 

{He is Allah, there is no god except Him, the King, the Most Holy, the Source of 
Peace, the Giver of Belief (Security), the All-Controller...} [Surat al-Hashr: 23] 

Our Lord, the Source of Peace, is the One free from any deficiency or defect, 

for He is perfect in His essence, attributes, and actions. 

In Arabic, “salāmah” means innocence or well-being. 

Allah Almighty is the Source of Peace and the One free from 

any defect and He is exalted above any similarity to His creation. 

In fact, our Lord is worthier of this name than anyone else. 

Let us pause here with the name “As-Salām”: 

This name is reflected in the attributes of Allah Almighty, for His life is free 

from death, slumber, and sleep. He is the All-Sustainer and the All-Powerful Lord 

Who undergoes no fatigue or exhaustion. 

“As-Salām” is reflected in His knowledge as well, for He is free from missing or 

forgetting anything and free from the need to remember or give thought.  

ودًا ﴿ ه  ش  مۡ  عَلَيۡك  نها  ك  ها  إلَ عَمَلٍ  مَنۡ  تَعۡمَل ونَ  وَلاَ  ق رۡءَانٖ  مَن  مَنۡه   تَتۡل واْ  وَمَا  نٖ 
ۡ
شَأ فيَ  ون   تكَ  إذَۡ   وَمَا 

فيَ   ةٖ  ذَره َثۡقَالَ  م  مَن  ب كََ  ره عَن  يَعۡز ب   وَمَا  فيَهَ   ونَ  رۡضَ ٱت فَيض 
َ
فيَ    لأۡ مَاءَٓ ٱوَلاَ  وَلآَ    لسه ذَ لكََ  مَن  صۡغَرَ 

َ
أ وَلآَ 

بيَنٍ  ها فيَ كتََ بٖ مُّ كۡبَرَ إلَ
َ
 [61 :]يونس ﴾ ٦١أ

{...And not absent from your Lord is any [part] of an atom’s weight within the 
earth or within the heaven or [anything] smaller than that or greater but that it 
is in a clear register.} [Surat Yūnus: 61] 

ا   ....﴿  [64 :]مريم ﴾ ٦٤كَانَ رَبُّكَ نسََي ّٗ

{...And never is your Lord forgetful.} [Surat Maryam: 64] 
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His words are free from lying and injustice. Indeed, they are all truthful and 

just. 

ّٗا   ﴿ تۡ كَلمََت  رَب كََ صَدۡقّٗا وعََدۡل  [115 :]الأنعام ﴾ .....وَتَمه

{And the word of your Lord has been fulfilled in truth and in justice...} [Surat al-
An‘ām: 115] 

His self-sufficiency is free from any need in any way. Rather, everyone and 

everything are in need of Him. Yet, He needs nothing. 

His dominion is free from any disputant, partner, assistant, or supporter. 

His forbearance, pardon, and forgiveness are free from being rooted in some 

sort of need, humiliation, or pretense on His part - as some created beings do. 

Even His punishment and revenge are free from injustice, gloating, and undue 

severity or cruelty. Rather, they entirely stem from His wisdom and justice.  

 [46 :]فصلت ﴾ ٤٦وَمَا رَبُّكَ بظََله مٖ ل لَۡعَبيَدَ  …﴿

{...And your Lord is not ever unjust to [His] servants.} [Surat Fussilat: 46] 

His decree and predestination are free from frivolity and injustice. 

His Shariah and religion are free from inconsistencies, contradictions, and 

flaws. 

ونَ  ﴿ فَلاَ يَتَدَبهر 
َ
رۡءَانَ  ٱأ َ ٱوَلوَۡ كَانَ مَنۡ عَندَ غَيۡرَ    لقۡ  واْ فيَهَ    لِلّه اٱلوَجََد  ا  خۡتلََ فّٗ   :]النساء               ﴾٨٢كَثيَرّٗ
82] 

{Then do they not reflect upon the Qur’an? If it had been from [any] other than 
Allah, they would have found within it much contradiction.} [Surat an-Nisā’: 82] 

His establishment above the Throne is free from need for any to carry it. 

Rather, it is the Throne that needs Him, and so do those who carry it. Indeed, He 

is in no need for the Throne or its carriers, or anyone else. 

His hearing and sight are free from anything imagined by those who liken Him 

to His creation or claimed by those who deny any of His attributes. 
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Even His love for His pious servants is free from the casual things that arise in 

love between created beings, given that it stems from need, flattery, or 

benefiting. 

Rewarding the lovers: 

Allah Almighty gave the greeting of peace to His prophets and messengers for 

their faith and piety and to encourage people to take them as examples. Thus, 

none should speak badly of them.  

رۡسَليَنَ ٱوَسَلَ م  علَىَ ﴿  [ 181 :]الصافات ﴾ ١٨١لمۡ 

{And peace upon the messengers.} [Surat as-Sāffāt: 181]  

Then, Allah Almighty honored Yahya (John) (peace be upon him) by singling 

him out with peace in a number of situations, which are said to be the loneliest 

for people: the day he was born, when he saw himself leaving where he had 

been; the day he dies, when he would see those whom he has never seen 

before; and the day he will be resurrected, when he will see the tremendous 

gathering.  

ا ﴿ بۡعَث  حَي ّٗ وت  وَيَوۡمَ ي  لدََ وَيَوۡمَ يَم   [ 15 :]مريم ﴾ ١٥وَسَلَ م  عَلَيۡهَ يوَۡمَ و 

{And peace be on him the day he was born, and the day he dies, and the day 
he will be raised alive.} [Surat Maryam: 15] 

Those who follow the guidance of Allah Almighty will be safe from His wrath 

and punishment. This is the meaning of the verse that says: 

لَ م  ٱوَ   ....﴿ بَعَ ٱعلَىَ  مَنَ  لسه دَىَٰٓ ٱ ته  [ 47 :]طه ﴾ ٤٧لهۡ 

{...And peace be upon he who follows the guidance.} [Surat Taha: 47] 

Paradise is the abode of peace: 

مۡ دَار   ۞﴿ لَ مَ ٱلهَ   [127 :]الأنعام ﴾ ....عَندَ رَب هََمۡۖ  لسه
{They will have the abode of peace with their Lord...} [Surat al-An‘ām: 127] 

Allah Almighty will greet His servants in Paradise: 

ٖ رهحَيمٖ ﴿ َن رهب  ا م 
ّٗ  [58 :]يس ﴾ ٥٨سَلَ مٞ قَوۡل
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{“Peace,” a word from a Most Merciful Lord.} [Surat Yasīn: 58] 

Moreover, the angels greet and reassure His righteous servants upon taking 

their souls: 

هذَينَ ٱ﴿ م     ل م     لمَۡلََٰٓئكََة  ٱتَتَوَفهى ه  ول ونَ سَلَ م  عَلَيۡك  ْ ٱطَي بَيَنَ يَق  ل وا نت مۡ تَعۡمَل ونَ   لجۡنَهةَ ٱ  دۡخ    :]النحل  ﴾ ٣٢بمََا ك 
32] 

{Those whose lives the angels take while they are good and pure, saying: 
“Peace be upon you! Enter Paradise for what you used to do.”} [Surat an-Nahl: 
32] 

Your share in this name.. 

We can worship Allah Almighty through His name “As-Salām” by purifying our 

hearts and tongues from any spite or offense against Muslims. The Prophet (may 

Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) said: “The Muslim is the one from 

whose tongue and hand the Muslims are safe, and the immigrant is the 

one who abandons what Allah has forbidden.” [Narrated by Al-Bukhāri and 

Muslim] We should not merely stop at this level in terms of refraining from 

harming others. Rather, we should also fulfill the duty related to this great name. 

The Prophet (may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) said: “Indeed, ‘As-

Salām’ is one of the names of Allah Almighty which Allah has put on earth. 

So, spread the greeting of peace among yourselves.” [Narrated by Al-

Bukhāri in Al-Adab Al-Mufrad; Sahīh (authentic)] One of the merits of this 

greeting - “As-salāmu ‘alaykum” (peace be upon you) - is that it leads to the 

abode of peace, i.e. Paradise. The Prophet (may Allah’s peace and blessings be 

upon him) is authentically reported to have said: “You will not enter Paradise 

until you believe and you will not believe until you love one another. Shall 

I tell you of something which, if you do, will make you love one another? 

Spread the greeting of peace among yourselves.” [Narrated by Muslim] 

Note.. 

We should not say: Peace be upon Allah! 
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Indeed, peace comes from Allah and belongs to Him. When the Prophet (may 

Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) heard the Companions say: “Peace be 

upon Allah”, he said: “Indeed, Allah is the Source of Peace. You should 

rather say: ‘At-tahiyyātu lillāhi wa as-salawātu wa at-tayyibātu, as-salāmu 

‘alayka ayyuha an-nabiyyu wa rahmatullāhi wa barakātuh, as-salāmu 

‘alayna wa ‘ala ‘ibādillāhi as-sālihīn, ash-hadu alla ilāha illallāh wa ash-

hadu anna Muhammadan ‘abduhu wa rasūluh (All greetings, prayers, and 

good things are due to Allah. Peace, mercy, and blessings of Allah be upon 

you, O Prophet; and peace be upon us and upon the righteous servants of 

Allah.I testify that there is no god except Allah, and I testify that 

Muhammad is His servant and messenger).’” [Narrated by Al-Bukhāri and 

Muslim] Another narration adds: “If you say this, it will benefit every 

righteous servant of Allah in the heaven and on earth.” [Narrated by Al-

Bukhāri and Muslim] 

O Allah, You are the Source of Peace and from You comes all peace. Blessed 

are You, O Owner of Majesty and Honor. 

O Allah, grant us safety in our religion, which is the firm bond of protection; 

grant us safety in our worldly life in which we subsist; and grant us safety in our 

life in the Hereafter, which we are promised; and admit us into the abode of 

peace; indeed, You are competent over all things. 

16 

Al-Mu’min (The Giver of Belief/Security) 

On top of the mountains, there is a rising sun of hope and relief that dispels 

darkness and grief. 

Open your eyes and raise your hands in supplication to your Lord. Do not let 

grief or despair get the better of you. There is a Lord Who gives you safety and 

security. He is Allah, the Giver of Belief. 
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Fish, birds, and wild beasts all hope for safety and security from Allah Almighty, 

Al-Mu’min. 

So, turn to the Giver of Belief and complain to Him, and relief will soon come 

to you from Him. His acts of kindness and relief do occur at every moment. 

“Al-Mu’min” is one of the names of Allah Almighty, Who says:  

وَ ﴿ هذَيٱ لِلّه  ٱه  وَ  ل ها ه  وس  ٱ لمَۡلكَ  ٱ لآَ إلََ هَ إلَ دُّ لَ م  ٱ لقۡ  ؤۡمَن  ٱ لسه هَيۡمَن  ٱ لمۡ   [ 23]الحشر:  ﴾.... لمۡ 

{He is Allah, there is no god except Him, the King, the Most Holy, the Source of 
Peace, the Giver of Belief (Security)...} [Surat al-Hashr: 23] 

The name “Al-Mu’min” occurs once in the Qur’an, in the sense of security and 

safety to those in fear and distress. 

Let us pause here with this great name: 

Scholars said that “Al-Mu’min” has two meanings: 

The first meaning is belief. Indeed, the greatest belief since the beginning of 

the creation till the Day of Judgment is Allah’s belief in Himself and His 

confirmation of Himself as the One and Only God, in addition to the other 

perfect names and sublime attributes that He ascribed to Himself. In the Qur’an, 

Allah Almighty says about Himself:  

نهه   لِلّه  ٱشَهَدَ ﴿
َ
وَ وَ   ۥأ ها ه   [ 18 :]آل عمران ﴾ .... لمَۡلََٰٓئكََة  ٱلآَ إلََ هَ إلَ

{Allah bears witness that there is no god except Him...} [Surat Āl-‘Imrān: 18] 

This is the most sublime testimony that came out from the Almighty King, the 

Lord of the worlds, in relation to the greatest thing to testify about, namely 

belief in the Oneness of Allah and devoting religion sincerely to Him. 

I bear witness that there is no god other than Allah. He is the Most Generous, 

the Most Merciful, upon Whom people pin their hopes. 

He is the One Whose words and promises are true.  

صۡدَق  مَنَ  ...﴿
َ
َ ٱوَمَنۡ أ  [ 122 :]النساء  ﴾ ١٢٢قيَلّٗا لِلّه

{...And who is more truthful than Allah in statement.} [Surat an-Nisā’: 122] 
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Allah Almighty confirmed the truthfulness of His prophets through clear signs 

and miracles that happened at their hands: 

مۡ  ...﴿ ب كَ  َن ره م بِـَٔايةَٖ م  ن يَ قَدۡ جَئۡت ك 
َ
 [ 49 :]آل عمران ﴾ ...أ

{...Indeed, I have come to you with a sign from your Lord...}[Surat Āl-‘Imrān: 
49] 

﴿ َ تَيۡنَ كَ ب
َ
 [ 64 :]الحجر ﴾ ٦٤وَإِنها لصََ دَق ونَ  لحۡقَ َ ٱوَأ

{And we have brought you the truth, and certainly we tell the truth.}[Surat al-
Hijr: 64] 

Also, Allah Almighty fulfills His promise to His servants about victory and 

empowerment on earth and the reward in the Hereafter. He says:  

م  ﴿ هۡلكَۡنَا   لوۡعَۡدَ ٱث مه صَدَقنَۡ ه 
َ
هشَاءٓ  وَأ مۡ وَمَن ن نجَيۡنَ ه 

َ
سۡرفََينَ ٱفأَ  [ 9 :]الأنبياء ﴾ ٩ لمۡ 

{Then, We fulfilled to them the promise. So, We saved them and those whom 
We willed, but We destroyed the transgressors.} [Surat al-Anbiyā’: 9] 

He also fulfills His promise to the disbelievers about the punishment and 

humiliation in this world and in the Hereafter. He says: 

 

صۡحَ ب   ﴿
َ
صۡحَ بَ    لجۡنَهةَٱوَناَدَىَٰٓ أ

َ
ارَ ٱ أ مۡ    لنه ا وعََدَ رَبُّك  ا فَهَلۡ وجََدتُّم مه ن قَدۡ وجََدۡناَ مَا وعََدَناَ رَبُّنَا حَق ّٗ

َ
أ
ن لهعۡنَة  

َ
مۡ أ ؤَذ نَ   بيَۡنَه  ذهنَ م 

َ
اۖ قَال واْ نَعَمۡ  فأَ َ ٱحَق ّٗ  [ 44 :]الأعراف  ﴾ ٤٤لظه لمََينَ ٱ علَىَ  لِلّه

{And the people of Paradise will call out to the people of the Fire: “We have 
surely found what our Lord promised us to be true. Have you found what your 
Lord promised to be true?” They will say: “Yes.” Then, an announcer will 
announce between them: “The curse of Allah shall be upon the wrongdoers.”} 
[Surat al-A‘rāf: 44] 

All the speech, promises, and information given by Allah Almighty are true. 

I place all my trust in the Almighty Lord and do not knock on a door but His 

door. 

Allah Almighty loves those who keep their promises and speak the truth.  
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هَا ﴿ يُّ
َ
أ هذَينَ ٱيََٰٓ ْ ٱءَامَن واْ  ل وا َ ٱ  تهق  ون واْ مَعَ  لِلّه  [119 :]التوبة ﴾ ١١٩لصه دَقيَنَ ٱوَك 

{O you who believe, fear Allah and be with the truthful.} [Surat at-Tawbah: 
119] 

The second meaning of “Al-Mu’min” is the Giver of Security. 

َنۡ خَوفۡ   ...﴿ م م   [4 :]قريش ﴾ ٤وَءَامَنَه 

{And He gives them security against fear.} [Surat Quraysh: 4] 

People experience fear from many things. They fear illness, lack of medicine, 

dominance of the enemy, poverty, and death. They always look for security in 

securing enough food, establishing castles and fortresses, and building hospitals 

and dams. Moreover, the weak, individuals or countries, resort to the strong for 

protection and security. 

Yet, these powers may collapse in seconds and the protection goes away. In 

such a state, they can only resort to the Almighty Lord, the Giver of Security. 

They turn away from Him and then come back to Him. He is their Creator and 

the Creator of the whole universe, Who dominates everything and controls the 

entire creation. 

So, if the punishment of Allah Almighty befalls some people, none can secure 

them or defend them against the Creator.  

ن فيَ  ﴿ مَنت م مه
َ
مَاءَٓ ٱءَأ م     لسه ن يَخۡسَفَ بكَ 

َ
رۡضَ ٱأ

َ
ور     لأۡ ن فيَ    ١٦فَإذََا هَىَ تَم  مَنت م مه

َ
مۡ أ
َ
مَاءَٓ ٱأ ن ي رۡسَلَ    لسه

َ
أ

ونَ كَيۡفَ نذََيرَ  اۖ فسََتَعۡلَم  مۡ حَاصَبّٗ  [ 17-16 :]الملك ﴾ ١٧عَلَيۡك 

{Do you feel secure that He who [holds authority] in the heaven would not 
cause the earth to swallow you and suddenly it would sway? Or do you feel 
secure that He who [holds authority] in the heaven would not send against you a 
storm of stones? Then you would know how [severe] was My warning.} [Surat al-
Mulk: 16-17] 

Three aspects: 

People look for three aspects of security, all of which lie in the Hand of the 

Giver of Security, Exalted be He, Who has power over all things and Who grants 

it only to His pious servants. 
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First: Worldly security of all types, 

هۡلَ ﴿
َ
نه أ
َ
رَىَٰٓ ٱوَلوَۡ أ ْ ٱءَامَن واْ وَ  لقۡ  قَوۡا َنَ  ته مَاءَٓ ٱلفََتَحۡنَا عَلَيۡهَم برَكََ تٖ م  رۡضَ ٱوَ  لسه

َ
 [ 96 :]الأعراف ﴾ .... لأۡ

{And if only the people of the cities had believed and feared Allah, We would 
have opened upon them blessings from the heaven and the earth...}[Surat al-
A‘rāf: 96] 

Second: Security needed at the time of death, as the angel of death descends, 

and in the grave upon seeing the two angels. 

Here comes security and glad tidings for the believers:  

هذَينَ ٱإنَه  ﴿ رَبُّنَا    ل ْ ٱث مه    لِلّه  ٱقَال واْ  وا عَلَيۡهَم     سۡتَقَ م  ل   َ   لمَۡلََٰٓئكََة  ٱتتََنَزه ب واْ  بشَۡر 
َ
وَأ تَحزَۡن واْ  وَلاَ  تَخَاف واْ  ها  ل

َ
  لجۡنَهةَ ٱأ

ونَ   لهتىَٱ نت مۡ ت وعَد   [30  :]فصلت ﴾ ٣٠ك 

{Indeed, those who have said, “Our Lord is Allah” and then remained on a right 
course - the angels will descend upon them, [saying]: “Do not fear and do not 
grieve but receive good tidings of Paradise, which you were promised.”} [Surat 
Fussilat: 30] 

Third: Security needed in the Hereafter at the time of the greatest panic. The 

greatest security will be afforded to the pious as Allah Almighty says:  

{They will not be grieved by the greatest terror, and the angels will meet them 

[saying]: “This is your Day which you have been promised”} [Surat al-Anbiyā’: 

103] 

Security is only given to the monotheists: 

﴿ َ َن فزََعٖ يوَۡمَئذٍَ ءَامَن ونَ   ۥفَلهَ   لحۡسََنَةَٱمَن جَاءَٓ ب م م  َنۡهَا وهَ   [ 89 :]النمل ﴾ ٨٩خَيۡرٞ م 

{Whoever brings a good deed will have better than its worth; and they will be 
safe from the terror on that Day.} [Surat al-Naml: 89] 

The greater your faith is, the greater your security will be as Allah Almighty 

says: 

هذَينَ ٱ﴿ م   ل وْلََٰٓئكََ لهَ 
 
لۡمٍ أ م بظَ  وٓاْ إيَمَ نَه  مۡن  ٱءَامَن واْ وَلمَۡ يلَۡبسَ 

َ
ونَ  لأۡ هۡتَد  م مُّ  [ 82 :]الأنعام ﴾ ٨٢وهَ 

{They who believe and do not mix their belief with injustice – those will have 
security, and they are [rightly] guided.} [Surat al-An‘ām: 82] 
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Your share in this name.. 

One of the benefits of this great name for the believers is learning that it is 

Allah Almighty Who secures them at the times of crises, hardships, and disasters; 

and learning that a person reaps what he sows, hence, they keep people secure 

from their own evil and harm in pursuit of security from their Lord and for fear of 

being deprived of this security on the Day of Judgment. 

The Prophet (may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) is authentically 

reported to have said: “Shall I inform you of the believer? He is the one 

from whom people are secure concerning their properties and lives; and 

the Muslim is the one from whose tongue and hand people are safe.” 

[Narrated by Ahmad in Al-Musnad; Sahīh (authentic)] 

O Allah, make us secure in our homes. O Allah, remove our fears, give us our 

books in the right hand, and make the reckoning easy for us. 

17 

Al-Muhaymin (The All-Controller) 

Here is a message to everyone who feels bored of his life and finds difficulty 

therein. We give you the glad tidings that support, victory, relief, and ease are 

soon to come. 

A bright hope, a good future, and a true promise lie ahead.  

َۖ ٱوعَۡدَ ﴿ خۡلفَ   لِلّه كۡثَرَ   ۥوعَۡدَه   لِلّه  ٱلاَ ي 
َ
اسَ ٱوَلَ كَنه أ ونَ   لنه  [ 6 :]الروم  ﴾ ٦لاَ يَعۡلَم 

{[It is] the promise of Allah. Allah does not fail in His promise...} [Surat ar-Rūm: 
6] 

Indeed, your Lord and Creator says: 

﴿ َ سۡمَاءٓ  ٱوَلَِلّه
َ
وه  ٱفَ  لحۡ سۡنَى  ٱ لأۡ  [ 180 :]الأعراف ﴾ ...بهََاۖ   دۡع 

{And to Allah belong the most beautiful names, so invoke Him by them...} 
[Surat al-A‘rāf:180] 
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If you invoke Him by them, what will the result be? 

م  ﴿ ونيَٓ ٱوَقَالَ رَبُّك  مۡ   دۡع  سۡتَجَبۡ لكَ 
َ
 [60 :]غافر ﴾ ...أ

{And your Lord said: “Call on Me and I will answer your prayer”...} [Surat 
Ghāfir: 60] 

Let us draw close to our Lord by learning about one of His beautiful names; 

namely “Al-Muhaymin” (the All-Controller). 

Knowing Allah Almighty through His beautiful names and attributes is the core 

of the religion and guidance and the best thing to be grasped by the hearts, 

souls, and minds. 

Allah’s name “Al-Muhaymin” occurs at the end of Surat al-Hashr:  

وَ ﴿ هذَيٱ لِلّه  ٱه  وَ  ل ها ه  وس  ٱ لمَۡلكَ  ٱ لآَ إلََ هَ إلَ دُّ لَ م  ٱ لقۡ  ؤۡمَن  ٱ لسه هَيۡمَن  ٱ لمۡ   [23 :]الحشر ﴾ .... لمۡ 

{He is Allah, there is no god except Him, the King, the Most Holy, the Source of 
Peace, the Giver of Belief (Security), the All-Controller.} [Surat al-Hashr: 23]  

Our Lord, the All-Controller, is the One Who manages all matters and affairs of 

His creation and knows everything, including secrets and innermost thoughts. He 

encompasses all things in His knowledge and watches over the words and deeds 

of His servants. Nothing of their actions escapes His knowledge, even an atom’s 

weight, in the heaven or on earth, is not hidden from Him.  

ةٖ فيَ   ....﴿ َثۡقَالَ ذَره ب كََ مَن م  رۡضَ ٱوَمَا يَعۡز ب  عَن ره
َ
مَاءَٓ ٱوَلاَ فيَ    لأۡ ها    لسه كۡبَرَ إلَ

َ
صۡغَرَ مَن ذَ لكََ وَلآَ أ

َ
وَلآَ أ

بيَنٍ   [ 61 :]يونس ﴾ ٦١فيَ كتََ بٖ مُّ

{...And not absent from your Lord is any [part] of an atom’s weight within the 
earth or within the heaven or [anything] smaller than that or greater but that it 
is in a clear register.} [Surat Yūnus: 61] 

All one’s conditions, fluctuations, and activities during the day and night, be 

they public or secret, are known to the Knower of the Unseen and registered by 

Him.  

﴿ َ ره ٱيَعۡلَم    ۥفَإنَهه   لقَۡوۡلَ ٱوَإِن تَجۡهَرۡ ب َ خۡفَى لس 
َ
 [7 :]طه ﴾ ٧وَأ
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{...Indeed, He knows the secret and what is [even] more hidden.} [Surat Taha: 
7] 

For Him, private talk is a public one, secrets are open matters, and what is 

hidden is in fact apparent and revealed. 

He is the All-Controller.. 

A group of hypocrites were planning evil and cunning plots against the 

Muslims, so the Knower of the unseen exposed them saying:  

ونَ مَنَ  ﴿ اسَ ٱيسَۡتَخۡف  ونَ مَنَ    لنه َ ٱوَلاَ يسَۡتَخۡف  مۡ إذَۡ ي بَي تَ ونَ مَا لاَ يرَۡضَى  مَنَ    لِلّه وَ مَعَه    لِلّه  ٱوكََانَ    لقَۡوۡلَ  ٱوهَ 
حَيطًا   [108 :]النساء ﴾ ١٠٨بمََا يَعۡمَل ونَ م 

{They conceal [their evil intentions and deeds] from the people, but they 
cannot conceal [them] from Allah, and He is with them [with His knowledge] 
when they spend the night in such as He does not accept of speech. And ever is 
Allah, of what they do, encompassing.} [Surat an-Nisā’: 108] 

‘Umayr ibn Wahb and Safwān ibn Umayyah sat together by night at the 

Ka‘bah, after the battle of Badr, plotting to assassinate the Prophet (may Allah’s 

peace and blessings be upon him), but Allah Almighty informed him of their evil 

plot. 

He is powerfully dominant over the Throne, and to His glory all faces are 

humbled and fall in prostration. 

Yes, He is the All-Controller, the Preserver, and the Overseer of His servants 

and their actions. 

Rest assured! 

O you whose eyes flow with tears, wipe them and enjoy comfort and calm, for 

indeed you will get protection, care, and kindness from the Creator of the 

universe. 

Rest assured, O servant of Allah, for fate has already been determined, 

everything has been decided, and relief is actually occurring. 

How often do we fear death, and yet we do not die?! 
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How often do we face severe hardships and crises and darkness prevails our 

life, and then all of a sudden we find relief, victory, support, and hope?!  

ونَ  لِلّه  ٱق لَ ﴿ نت مۡ ت شۡرَك 
َ
َ كَرۡبٖ ث مه أ

َنۡهَا وَمَن ك ل  م م  يك  نَج َ  [64 :]الأنعام ﴾ ٦٤ي 

{Say: “It is Allah Who saves you from it and from every distress; then you [still] 
associate others with Him.”} [Surat al-An‘ām: 64] 

How often do we feel that life has become so dark and narrow and then ease 

and abundance quickly emerge!?  

ٖ فَلاَ كَاشَفَ لهَ   لِلّه  ٱوَإِن يَمۡسَسۡكَ ﴿ ر  وَۖ وَإِن ي ردَۡكَ بَخَيۡرٖ فَلاَ رَادٓه لفََضۡلهََ   ۥٓبضَ  ها ه  مَن يشََاءٓ    ۦي صَيب  بهََ   ۦ إلَ
 َ وَ   ۦ مَنۡ عَبَادهَ ور  ٱوهَ   [ 107 :]يونس ﴾١٠٧لرهحَيم  ٱ لۡغَف 

{And if Allah should touch you with adversity, there is no remover of it except 
Him; and if He intends for you good, then there is no repeller of His bounty. He 
causes it to reach whom He wills of His servants. And He is the Forgiving, the 
Most Merciful.} [Surat Yūnus: 107] 

Our Lord is the All-Controller. All glory and power belong to Him, and from Him 

relief comes. 

Ibn Kathīr reported a tradition from Wahb ibn Munabbih: “Allah Almighty said 

in one of His scriptures: ‘By My honor and majesty, if a servant of Mine resorts to 

Me and all those in the heavens and earth plot against him, I will certainly grant 

him relief and a way out. By My honor and majesty, if a servant of Mine resorts 

to anyone other than Me, I will certainly spoil the ground under his feet.’” 

Our Lord, the All-Controller, Your majesty never goes away and Your judgment 

will sure come to pass regarding every matter. 

Your dominion is enduring eternally, and nothing happens in this universe 

except according to Your will. 

The lifeline.. 

Our Lord, Exalted be He, describes the Qur’an as a controller over the previous 

scriptures:  

نزَلنَۡآ إلَيَۡكَ ﴿
َ
َ  لۡكَتَ بَ ٱوَأ ا ل مََا بَينَۡ يدََيهَۡ مَنَ  لحۡقَ َ ٱب قّٗ َ صَد  هَيۡمَنًا عَلَيۡهَ   لكَۡتَ بَ ٱم   [ 48]المائدة:     ﴾....وَم 
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{And We have revealed to you the Book in truth, confirming that which 
preceded it of the Scripture and as a controller over it...} [Surat al-Mā’idah: 48] 

The Noble Qur’an is, thus, a controller and criterion over the preceding books. 

It has come with the best in these books and abrogated parts thereof, and it 

relates to the Children of Israel most of the things over which they differ, thus 

exposing their distortions and revealing the truth contained in those previous 

books. 

Any Muslim who believes in this, his exaltation of the Book of Allah must yield 

within his heart feelings of love, joy, and gratitude to Allah for guiding him. Such 

guidance is the hope of every person and the pursuit of every believer in every 

Rak‘ah of prayer as he says:  

رَ طَ ٱ هۡدَناَ ٱ﴿ َ سۡتَقَيمَ ٱ لص   [ 6 :]الفاتحة ﴾ ٦لمۡ 

{Guide us to the straight path.} [Surat al-Fātihah: 6] 

O Allah, the All-Controller, guide us among those You have guided, take us as 

allies among those You took as allies, and forgive us, our parents, and all 

Muslims. 

18 

Al-‘Azīz (The All-Mighty) 

Al-Hākim mentioned in Al-Mustadrak that when ‘Umar ibn al-Khattāb (may 

Allah be pleased with him) reached the Levant, he came across a ford. 

Thereupon, he dismounted, took off his shoes, held the halter of his riding 

animal, and crossed the ford. 

Seeing him, Abu ‘Ubaydah ibn al-Jarrāh said to him: “O Commander of the 

Believers, you have done something serious in the sight of the dwellers of the 

land! You have taken off your shoes, walked before your riding animal, and 

crossed the ford.” 

In response, ‘Umar hit Abu ‘Ubaydah’s chest with his hand and said: “If only 

someone other than you had said it, O Abu ‘Ubaydah! 
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You were the lowest of people, and Allah honored you with Islam. So, if you 

seek honor anywhere else, Allah Almighty will humiliate you.” 

Allah Almighty says:  

ةَ ٱمَن كَانَ ي ريَد  ﴿ ة  ٱفَلِلَّهِ  لۡعزَه  [ 10 :]فاطر ﴾ ....جَمَيعًا   لۡعزَه

{Whoever desires honor - then to Allah belongs all honor...} [Surat Fātir: 10] 

Praising Himself, Allah Almighty says: 

وَ ﴿  [ 9 :]الشعراء ﴾ ٩لرهحَيم  ٱ لۡعَزيَز  ٱوَإِنه رَبهكَ لهَ 

{And indeed, your Lord - He is the All-Mighty, the Most-Merciful.} [Surat ash-
Shu‘arā’: 9] 

وَ ....﴿ ها ه   [ 6 :]آل عمران ﴾ ٦لحۡكََيم  ٱ  لۡعَزيَز  ٱلآَ إلََ هَ إلَ

{...There is no god except Him, the All-Mighty, the All-Wise.} [Surat Ᾱl-‘Imrān: 
6] 

Allah Almighty commands us from above the seven heavens to know that and 

take it for sure:  

نه  عۡلمَۡ ٱوَ   ....﴿
َ
َ ٱأ  [ 260 :]البقرة  ﴾ ٢٦٠عَزيَز  حَكَيمٞ   لِلّه

{...And know that Allah is All-Mighty, All-Wise.} [Surat al-Baqarah: 260] 

Our All-Mighty Lord, Who combines all meanings of honor in its most sublime 

and perfect form, says: 

ةَ ٱمَن كَانَ ي ريَد  ﴿ ة  ٱفَلِلَّهِ  لۡعزَه  [ 10 :]فاطر ﴾ ...جَمَيعًا   لۡعزَه

{Whoever desires honor - then to Allah belongs all honor...} [Surat Fātir: 10] 

To Him belongs honor by way of dominance, as He is the Vanquisher of His 

enemies. 

To Him belongs honor by way of invincibility, as none can reach Him for He is 

Self-Sufficient. 

And to Him belongs honor by way of power, as all difficulties and hardships are 

humble and easy before Him for His strength. 
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He is the All-Mighty Lord Who grants might and honor to whomever He wills of 

His servants. 

He is the All-Mighty Lord Whose close servants and allies cannot be defeated 

or humiliated. 

He is the All-Mighty Lord, the Vanquisher, the Dominant, the Owner of 

absolute and perfect power. None can target Him with any harm or overcome 

Him. 

How could anything target the All-Powerful Lord with any harm or overcome 

Him?! He is the All-Mighty, and His might and honor are perfect in every way and 

free from any deficiency. 

Sanctuary of the All-Mighty Lord: 

As the believers know and believe that honor and might come from Allah 

alone, they stand humble before their All-Mighty Lord and turn to Him for 

refuge, protection, and honor because they are well aware of the verse that 

says:  

ةَ ٱمَن كَانَ ي ريَد  ﴿ ة  ٱفَلِلَّهِ  لۡعزَه  [ 10 :]فاطر ﴾ ١٠ ....جَمَيعًا   لۡعزَه

{Whoever desires honor - then to Allah belongs all honor...} [Surat Fātir: 10] 

Al-Madā’ini said in his book: “One of the people of Yemen went to Al-Hajjāj 

complaining about his brother Muhammad ibn Yūsuf. It happened that he 

arrived as Al-Hajjāj was on the pulpit. He got up and complained about his 

brother Muhammad. Thereupon, Al-Hajjāj ordered that he be imprisoned. When 

he descended the pulpit, he called for him feeling really angry against him. He 

said: ‘How dare you complain about my brother!’ The man replied: ‘I am more 

honorable by Allah than your brother is by you.’ Thereupon, Al-Hajjāj said: ‘Set 

him free.’” 

An honorable death is better than a life in humiliation. 

The more the Muslim exalts this name in his heart and the more he acts to 

actualize it in his life, the greater the honor he will receive.  

﴿....   َ ة  ٱوَلَِلّه ولهََ  لۡعزَه ؤۡمَنيَنَ  ۦوَلرََس   [ 8 :]المنافقون ﴾ ....وَللَۡم 
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{...And honor belongs to Allah, and to His Messenger, and to the believers...} 
[Surat al-Munāfiqūn: 8] 

The most honorable among people are the prophets, followed by the 

believers. 

Hence, none attains honor in this world or in the Hereafter but those who are 

made honorable by Allah Almighty.  

مه ٱق لَ  ﴿ لۡكَ ٱمَ لكََ    للهه  لۡكَ ٱ ت ؤۡتيَ    لمۡ  وَتنَزَع     لمۡ  تشََاءٓ   لۡكَ ٱمَن  مَن    لمۡ  وَت ذَلُّ  تشََاءٓ   مَن  وَت عزَُّ  تشََاءٓ   ن  مَمه
ۖ ٱتشََاءٓ ۖ بيََدَكَ  َ شَىۡءٖ قَدَيرٞ  لخۡيَۡر 

 [ 26 :]آل عمران ﴾ ٢٦إنَهكَ علَىَ  ك ل 

{Say: “O Allah, Owner of Sovereignty, You give sovereignty to whom You will 
and You take sovereignty away from whom You will. You honor whom You will 
and You humble whom You will. In Your hand is [all] good. Indeed, You are 
competent over all things.} [Surat Ᾱl-‘Imrān: 26] 

For the seekers of honor.. 

Whoever seeks honor through other than Allah has actually sought it in a 

transient dominion and power that will soon go away. 

Who could ever stand up to Allah and fight and overcome Him?! The people of 

Pharaoh sought honor in him:  

ةَ فرَعَۡوۡنَ إنَها لنََحۡن    ....﴿  [ 44 :]الشعراء ﴾ ٤٤لۡغَ لبَ ونَ ٱ وَقَال واْ بعَزَه
{So they cast their ropes and their sticks, and said: “By the might of Pharaoh, it 

is we who will certainly win.”} [Surat ash-Shu‘arā’: 44] 

And what was the result?  

ونَ ﴿ فكَ 
ۡ
وسَى  عَصَاه  فَإذََا هَىَ تلَقَۡف  مَا يأَ لقَۡى  م 

َ
 [45 :]الشعراء  ﴾ ٤٥فَأ

{Then Moses cast his staff, and behold, it swallowed up all that they falsely 
showed.} [Surat ash-Shu‘arā’: 45] 

A lot of people seek honor with the disbelievers and the enemies of religion. 

Those people had not estimated Allah or known Him properly. Otherwise, they 

would have recognized the true little worth of those people to whom they show 

allegiance and friendliness, for no matter how powerful they become or how 
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many followers they may have, they are nothing compared to the might, power, 

and dominance of Allah. Allah Almighty has informed them that the honor and 

pleasure they seek cannot be reached except through Him. Indeed, they have 

become just like the hypocrites, whose outside differs from their inside.  

رَ  ﴿ َ نَ فقََينَ ٱبشَ  ليَمًا   لمۡ 
َ
مۡ عَذَاباً أ نه لهَ 

َ
هذَينَ ٱ  ١٣٨بأَ ونَ    ل وۡليََاءَٓ مَن د ونَ    لۡكَ فرَيَنَ ٱيَتهخَذ 

َ
ؤۡمَنيَنَ  ٱأ يبَۡتَغ ونَ    لمۡ 

َ
أ

م   ةَ ٱعَندَه  ةَ ٱ فَإنَه  لۡعزَه ا لۡعزَه َ جَمَيعّٗ  [ 139-138 :]النساء ﴾ ١٣٩لَِلّه
{Give tidings to the hypocrites that there is for them a painful punishment. 

Those who take disbelievers as allies instead of the believers. Do they seek with 
them honor? But indeed, honor belongs to Allah entirely.} [Surat an-Nisā’: 138-
139] 

Some seek honor with their own people and tribe. Ubayy ibn Ka‘b (may Allah 

be pleased with him) reported: “Two men bragged about their lineage during the 

Prophet’s lifetime. One of them said: ‘I am so-and-so, the son of so-and-so, the 

son of so-and-so. So, who are you, O you with no good mother?’ 

Thereupon, the Prophet (may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) said: 

‘Two men bragged about their lineage at the time of Moses (peace be 

upon him). One of them said: “I am so-and-so, the son of so-and-so - till 

the ninth grandfather - So, who are you, O you with no good mother?” 

The other one said: “I am so-and-son, the son of so-and-so, the son of 

Islam.” 

So, Allah revealed to Moses: “With regard to these two men talking 

about their lineage, as for you who bragged about your affiliation to the 

nine grandfathers, you are in Hellfire; you are the tenth of them. 

And as for you who have bragged about your affiliation to two 

grandfathers, you are in Paradise; you are the third of them in Paradise.’” 

[Narrated by Ahmad; Sahīh (authentic)] 

It was once said: “Let those who seek honor in their position consider what 

happened to Pharaoh; let those who seek honor in their wealth consider what 

happened to Qārūn; and let those who seek honor in their lineage consider what 

happened to Abu Lahab. Indeed, honor lies in piety.” 
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Truthful was the one who said: “We are people whom Allah has honored by 

Islam. So, if we seek honor through something else, Allah will humiliate us.” 

The biggest cause of the humiliation of the Muslim Ummah today is that they 

do not seek honor through their Lord as they should. 

He will grant you honor.. 

When the disbelievers began to threaten the Prophet (may Allah’s peace and 

blessings be upon him), speak impudently with him, and show their strength, 

Allah Almighty revealed a verse in which He consoled His Prophet and stated 

that all humanity is weak. He says:  

مۡۘٞ إنَه ﴿ نكَ قَوۡل ه  ةَ ٱوَلاَ يَحزۡ  وَ  لۡعزَه َ جَمَيعًا  ه  مَيع  ٱلَِلّه  [65 :]يونس ﴾ ٦٥لۡعَليَم  ٱ  لسه

{And let not their speech grieve you. Indeed, honor belongs to Allah entirely. 
He is the All-Hearing, the All-Knowing.} [Surat Yūnus: 65] 

The greater the believer’s faith is, the greater the honor within his heart and 

the firmer his belief in victory and dominance will be. Allah Almighty says:  

جَعَلهَ   ﴿ بهََ   لِلّه  ٱوَمَا  م  ق ل وب ك  وَلتََطۡمَئنَه  مۡ  لكَ  ب شۡرَى   ها  عَندَ    لنهصۡر  ٱوَمَا    ِۦۗ إلَ مَنۡ  ها  َ ٱإلَ عَزيَزَ ٱ  لِلّه
 لۡ

 [ 126 :]آل عمران  ﴾ ١٢٦لحۡكََيمَ ٱ

{And Allah made it not except as [a sign of] glad tidings for you and to reassure 
your hearts thereby. And victory is not except from Allah, the All-Mighty, the All-
Wise.} [Surat Ᾱl-‘Imrān: 126] 

He also says:  

ه   لِلّه  ٱ …﴿ ر  َ ٱ إنَه  ٓۥ  مَن ينَص   [ 40 :]الحج ﴾ ٤٠لقََويٌَّ عَزيَز   لِلّه

{...And Allah will surely support those who support Him. Indeed, Allah is 
Powerful and All-Mighty.} [Surat al-Hajj: 40] 

Whoever possesses faith attains honor, and whoever attains honor wins the 

love of Allah Almighty, Who says: 

تيَ    ...﴿
ۡ
يأَ وَي حَبُّونهَ    لِلّه  ٱفسََوفَۡ  مۡ  حَبُّه  ي  علَىَ     ۥٓبقََوۡمٖ  ذلَهةٍ 

َ
ؤۡمَنيَنَ ٱأ علَىَ    لمۡ  ةٍ  عَزه

َ
  :]المائدة  ﴾ …  لۡكَ فرَيَنَ ٱأ

54] 
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{...Allah will bring forth [in place of them] a people He will love and who will 
love Him [who are] humble towards the believers, firm against the 
disbelievers...}[Surat al-Mā’idah: 54] 

Ibn Kathīr said: “Whoever likes to be honorable in this world and in the 

Hereafter should stick to obedience to Allah. In this way, he will reach his 

objective, for indeed Allah Almighty is the Owner of this world and the 

Hereafter, and all honor belongs to Him as He says:  

ةَ ٱ ...﴿ ةَ ٱفَإنَه  لۡعزَه ا  لۡعزَه َ جَمَيعّٗ  [ 139 :]النساء  ﴾ ١٣٩لَِلّه

{...Indeed, honor belongs to Allah entirely.} [Surat an-Nisā’: 139]”  

Ibrāhim al-Khawwās (may Allah have mercy upon him) said: “As much as the 

believer honors the religion of Allah, Allah grants him honor and makes him 

honorable in the hearts of the believers. This is the meaning of the verse that 

says:  

﴿.... َ ة  ٱوَلَِلّه ولهََ  لۡعزَه ؤۡمَنيَنَ وَلَ كَنه  ۦوَلرََس  نَ فقََينَ ٱوَللَۡم  ونَ  لمۡ   [ 8 :]المنافقون  ﴾ ٨لاَ يَعۡلَم 

{...And honor belongs to Allah, and to His Messenger, and to the believers, but 
the hypocrites do not know.} [Surat al-Munāfiqūn: 8]” 

The keys to honor: 

Honor cannot be attained unless its requirements are fulfilled. 

First and foremost, honor is attained by faith as Allah Almighty says: 

﴿.... َ ة  ٱوَلَِلّه ولهََ  لۡعزَه ؤۡمَنيَنَ وَلَ كَنه  ۦوَلرََس  نَ فقََينَ ٱوَللَۡم  ونَ  لمۡ   [ 8 :]المنافقون  ﴾ ٨لاَ يَعۡلَم 

{...And honor belongs to Allah, and to His Messenger, and to the believers, but 
the hypocrites do not know.}[Surat al-Munāfiqūn: 8] 

It is also attained through humility towards the believers as Allah Almighty 

says:  

ذلَهةٍ علَىَ   ....﴿
َ
ؤۡمَنيَنَ ٱأ ةٍ علَىَ  لمۡ  عَزه

َ
 [54 :]المائدة ﴾ .... لۡكَ فرَيَنَ ٱ أ

{...Humble towards the believers, firm against the disbelievers...} [Surat al-
Mā’idah: 54] 
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Honor is attained through pardon as well. The Prophet (may Allah’s peace and 

blessings be upon him) said: “Allah increases the one who pardons in 

honor.” [narrated by Muslim] Honor can also be obtained by invoking Allah by 

this name as Ibrāhim (Abraham) (peace be upon him) used to make this 

supplication:  

واْ وَ ﴿ هذَينَ كَفَر  نتَ    غۡفرَۡ ٱرَبهنَا لاَ تَجۡعَلۡنَا فتَۡنَةّٗ ل لَ
َ
  :]الممتحنة         ﴾٥  لحۡكََيم  ٱ  لۡعَزيَز  ٱلنََا رَبهنَاۖٓ إنَهكَ أ

5] 

{Our Lord, do not make us a temptation for the disbelievers; and forgive us. 
Our Lord, surely You are the All-Mighty, the All-Wise.} [Surat al-Mumtahanah: 5] 

Also, the angels who carry the Throne used this name in their supplication for 

the believers:  

عَدۡنٍ  ﴿ جَنه تَ  مۡ  دۡخَلۡه 
َ
وَأ نتَ    لهتىَٱرَبهنَا 

َ
أ إنَهكَ  يَه تهََمۡ   وَذ ر  زۡوَ جَهَمۡ 

َ
وَأ ءَاباَئٓهََمۡ  مَنۡ  صَلَحَ  وَمَن  مۡ  وعََدتهه 

 [ 8 :]غافر ﴾ ٨لحۡكََيم  ٱ  لۡعَزيَز  ٱ

{Our Lord, and make them enter the Gardens of Eternity which You have 
promised them and whoever was righteous among their fathers, their spouses, 
and their offspring; surely You are the All-Mighty, the All-Wise.} [Surat Ghāfir: 8] 

Whenever the Prophet (may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) got up 

from sleep suddenly during the night, he would say: “La ilāha illallāh Al-Wāhid 

Al-Qahhār, Rabbu as-samāwāti wa al-ard wa ma baynahuma Al-‘Azīz Al-

Ghaffār (There is no god except Allah, the One, the Superb Vanquisher, 

Lord of the heavens and the earth and what is between them, the All-

Mighty, the Superb Forgiver).” [Narrated by Ibn Hibbān; Sahīh (authentic)] A 

man came to the Prophet (may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) 

complaining of some sort of pain and the Prophet (may Allah’s peace and 

blessings be upon him) taught him to worship Allah Almighty by His might saying: 

“Put your right hand upon it and say seven times: Bismillāh, a‘ūdhu 

bi‘izzatillāh wa qudratihi min sharri ma ajid wa uhādhir (In the name of 

Allah, I seek refuge in the honor and might of Allah from the evil that 

afflicts me and that I apprehend).” [Narrated by Muslim] 
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Contemplate! 

Allah’s name “Al-‘Azīz” comes in association with His names: “Al-Qawiyy” (the 

All-Powerful), “Al-Hakīm” (the All-Wise), “Al-‘Alīm” (the All-Knowing), “Al-Hamīd” 

(the Praiseworthy), “Al-Ghafūr” (the All-Forgiving), “Al-Wahhāb” (the Bestower), 

and “Al-Muqtadir” (the Supreme Determiner). 

This, by Allah, stems from His boundless mercy and benevolence towards us. 

It indicates the perfection of Allah’s names and attributes and that they 

complete one another. As Allah possesses absolute might and power, He is also 

the All-Wise, the All-Knowing, the All-Merciful, and the All-Compassionate 

towards His servants, and the Praiseworthy for His words, actions, and rulings. 

So, His might comprises wisdom, mercy, and justice.  

وَ  ...﴿ ها ه   [ 6 :]آل عمران ﴾ ٦لحۡكََيم  ٱ لۡعَزيَز  ٱلآَ إلََ هَ إلَ

{...There is no god except Him, the All-Mighty, the All-Wise.} [Surat Āl-‘Imrān: 
6] 

Since His might is that of perfection and majesty, He deserves to be praised for 

it constantly. Allah Almighty says:  

عَزيَزَ ٱ ...﴿
 [1  :]إبراهيم ﴾ ١ لحۡمََيدَ ٱ لۡ

{...the All-Mighty, the Praiseworthy.} [Surat Ibrāhim: 1] 

O the King, Who holds the forelocks of His creation, I seek refuge in You, O the 

Most Generous Lord. 

Your predestination is sure to come to pass. I am Your servant, seeking Your 

refuge and protection. 

﴿  َ رَب  رَب كََ  بۡحَ نَ  ةَ ٱس  ونَ    لۡعزَه يصََف  ا  علَىَ    ١٨٠عَمه رۡسَليَنَ ٱوَسَلَ م   َ    لحۡمَۡد  ٱوَ   ١٨١لمۡ  رَب   َ  ﴾ ١٨٢لۡعَ لَمَينَ ٱلَِلّه
 [ 182-180 :]الصافات

{Exalted is your Lord, the Lord of might, above what they describe. And peace 
be upon the Messengers. And praise be to Allah, Lord of the worlds.} [Surat as-
Sāffāt: 180-182] 



  

 

92 

O Allah, the All-Mighty, grant us honor by obeying You and do not humiliate us 

by disobeying You. 

19 

Al-Jabbār (The Compeller) 

If life turns its back on you, people leave you, everything becomes dark and 

tough, and you are in severe distress, then call out: O Allah, O You Who console 

the distressed and comfort their hearts, comfort and strengthen me. Indeed, 

your Lord will hear your supplication. 

Allah Almighty says about Himself:  

وَ  ﴿ هذَيٱ  لِلّه  ٱه  وَ    ل ها ه  وس  ٱ  لمَۡلكَ  ٱلآَ إلََ هَ إلَ دُّ لَ م  ٱ  لقۡ  ؤۡمَن  ٱ  لسه هَيۡمَن  ٱ  لمۡ  تَكَب رَ   ٱ  لجَۡبهار  ٱ  لۡعَزيَز  ٱ  لمۡ  بۡحَ نَ   لمۡ  س 
َ ٱ ونَ  لِلّه ا ي شۡرَك   [23 :]الحشر ﴾ ٢٣عَمه

{He is Allah, there is no god except Him, the King, the Most Holy, the Source of 
Peace, the Giver of Belief, the All-Controller, the All-Mighty, the Compeller, the 
Supreme. Exalted is Allah above whatever they associate with Him.} [Surat al-
Hashr: 23] 

Al-Jabbār is the One Who comforts broken hearts, enriches the poor, facilitates 

what is difficult, and provides those submissive to His majesty and magnificence 

with special consolation. 

Al-Jabbār is also the Vanquisher of all things, to Whom everything is submissive 

and obedient. 

Al-Jabbār is the Most High and Exalted above His creation. He has established 

Himself above His Throne. 

All might belongs to Him alone and He is the Vanquisher of tyrants with His 

power. Indeed, He is far exalted above them with His greatness. 

Allah Almighty praises Himself using this name as He says:  
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وَ  ﴿ هذَيٱ  لِلّه  ٱه  وَ    ل ها ه  وس  ٱ  لمَۡلكَ  ٱلآَ إلََ هَ إلَ دُّ لَ م  ٱ  لقۡ  ؤۡمَن  ٱ  لسه هَيۡمَن  ٱ  لمۡ  تَكَب رَ   ٱ  لجَۡبهار  ٱ  لۡعَزيَز  ٱ  لمۡ  بۡحَ نَ   لمۡ  س 
َ ٱ ونَ  لِلّه ا ي شۡرَك   [23 :]الحشر ﴾ ٢٣عَمه

{...the All-Mighty, the Compeller, the Supreme...} [Surat al-Hashr: 23] 

The Prophet (may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) used to supplicate 

Allah in his bowing and prostration saying: “Subhān dhil-jabarūt wa al-

malakūt wa al-kibriyā’ wa al-‘azhamah (Glory be to the Owner of might, 

dominion, pride, and greatness).” [Narrated by Abu Dāwūd; Sahīh (authentic)] 

Do not dispute with Him! 

When it comes to Allah Almighty, the name “Al-Jabbār” is that of praise and 

perfection. But when people are described by this name or attribute, it mostly 

denotes dispraise, imperfection, and defects. Do we not see that the so-called 

compellers among people can actually be hurt by the weakest of things, like bugs 

and worms, get distracted by flies, and become agitated by hunger and lazy 

when full?! 

Hence, the messengers warned their people against the attributes of “tyranny 

and arrogance” without right. Allah Almighty says:  

 [ 130 :]الشعراء ﴾١٣٠وَإِذَا بَطَشۡت م بَطَشۡت مۡ جَبهاريَنَ ﴿

{And when you strike, you strike as tyrants.} [Surat ash-Shu‘arā’: 130] 

Whoever acts tyrannically, Allah puts a seal upon his heart: 

تَكَب رَٖ جَبهارٖ  لِلّه  ٱكَذَ لكََ يَطۡبَع   ...﴿ بَ م 
َ قَلۡ
 [ 35 :]غافر ﴾ ٣٥علَىَ  ك ل 

{...Thus does Allah seal over every heart of an arrogant tyrant.}[Surat Ghāfir: 
35] 

Allah Almighty threatens tyrants with punishment: 

ْ ٱوَ ﴿ وا جَبهارٍ عَنيَدٖ   سۡتَفۡتَح  ك لُّ  وَرَائٓهََ   ١٥وخََابَ  َن  اءٖٓ صَدَيدٖ   ۦم  وَي سۡقَى  مَن مه -15  :]إبراهيم  ﴾ ١٦جَهَنهم  

16] 
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{And they requested victory from Allah, and disappointed, [therefore], was 
every obstinate tyrant.,Before him is Hell, and he will be given a drink of 
purulent water.}[Surat Ibrāhim: 15-16] 

The Prophet (may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) said: “A neck will 

come out of Hellfire on the Day of Judgment. It will have two eyes which 

can see, two ears which can hear, and a tongue which can speak. It will 

say: ‘I have been left in charge of three: Every obstinate tyrant, everyone 

who called upon a deity besides Allah, and the image makers.’” [Narrated 

by Al-Tirmidhi; Sahīh (authentic)] The Prophet (may Allah’s peace and blessings 

be upon him) is also authentically reported to have said: “Hellfire and the 

Paradise fell into dispute; Hellfire said: ‘I have been distinguished by the 

arrogant, tyrants...’” [Narrated by Muslim] So, where are the arrogant, where 

are the tyrants? 

Where are kings and their sons, and those to whom 

people would lower their heads in submission? 

They were ruined by time and its events 

and left to different homes other than their previous ones. 

Knock on the door of heaven! 

The Prophet (may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) used to supplicate 

Allah saying: “Allāhumma ighfirli warhamni wajburni wahdini warzuqni (O 

Allah, forgive me, have mercy upon me, console me, guide me, and 

provide for me).” [Narrated by Al-Tirmidhi; Sahīh (authentic)] 

In life, we go through numerous tough incidents and circumstances. Every day, 

we get broken by distress and trouble and so we need our Lord at all times to 

console our hearts and give us strength. 

Everyone needs Him, young and old, rich and poor. Indeed, life and what it 

contains belongs to Him. 
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An ill person lies in his bed, weak and broken, struggling against his illness. At 

this point, he calls out: “O Allah!” And behold! He consoles his heart and cures 

him. 

A destitute person, who possesses nothing at all, suffers from misery, weeps 

out of need, looks up to the sky and calls out: “O Allah!” And behold! He 

consoles his heart, fulfills his need, and removes his poverty. 

A downtrodden man, who feels broken and hides his deep pain, wipes off his 

tears, stands at the door of his Lord and calls out: “O Allah!” And behold! Allah, 

the Compeller, takes revenge for him, by sending His soldiers and granting 

victory. 

A prisoner, who languishes in prison, fettered and weak, calls out: “O Allah!” 

And all of a sudden, Allah comforts his heart and opens His doors for him. Relief 

comes and the fetters are untied. 

And that a sterile man, who is gripped by sadness and loses hope, turns to 

prayer, in which he weeps for long and calls out: “My Lord, grant me good 

offspring.” And behold! Comfort and relief come and Allah issues His command 

and sends His help. Thereupon, the unattainable becomes a reality and the smile 

comes back as his wife becomes pregnant. 

He is the Compeller. He sends relief, comfort, and hope and He removes 

afflictions and distress. 

Everyone calls Him: “O Allah, console us and give us strength!”  

مَ وَ تَ ٱمَن فيَ   ۥيسَۡـ َل ه  ﴿ رۡضَ  ٱوَ  لسه
َ
نٖ   لأۡ

ۡ
وَ فيَ شَأ  [29 :]الرحمن ﴾ ٢٩ك له يوَۡمٍ ه 

{Whoever is in the heavens and earth asks Him; every day He is upon some 
affair.} [Surat ar-Rahmān: 29] 

If you are encompassed by Allah’s care, then rest assured; you are safe. 

Everything hard Allah puts you through is, indeed, for your benefit even if it is 

painful for you. 

Allah Almighty says:  

ها عَندَناَ ﴿ َن شَىۡءٍ إلَ َل ه     ۥخَزَائٓنَ ه  وَإِن م  عۡل ومٖ   ۥٓوَمَا ن نَز  ها بقََدَرٖ مه  [ 21 :]الحجر ﴾ ٢١إلَ
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{And there is not a thing but with Us are their treasures. And We do not send it 
down except in a known measure.} [Surat al-Hijr: 21] 

The keys to relief are in His Hands. So, if you are in pain and distress, turn to 

the All-Knowing King, the Compeller, the One Who consoles hearts and sends 

comfort, and call out: “O Allah, the comfort of the broken, comfort my heart, 

give me strength, and remove my distress.”  

جَيب  ﴿ ن ي  مه
َ
ضۡطَره ٱأ وءَٓ ٱإذََا دَعاَه  وَيكَۡشَف   لمۡ   [62 :]النمل ﴾ ... لسُّ

{Is He [not best] Who responds to the desperate one when he calls upon Him 
and removes evil...} [Surat an-Naml: 62] 

Indeed, for the afflictions and hardships we may face, 

there is relief and a way out from our Lord. 

When things get too hard and we think there is no hope, 

we actually find relief coming unexpectedly. 

Be kind and tender! 

Remember that distress breaks hearts. So, when you see a person in anguish, 

be the means by which Allah consoles him. In fact, you will get the great reward 

on the Day of Judgment when everyone will be seeking comfort and consolation. 

The Prophet (may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) is authentically 

reported to have said: “Whoever removes the distress of a Muslim, Allah 

will remove from him one of the distresses on the Day of Judgment.” 
[Narrated by Muslim]  

حۡسَنَ  ….﴿
َ
حۡسَن كَمَآ أ

َ
 [77 :]القصص ﴾ ....إلَيَۡكَۖ  لِلّه  ٱوَأ

{...And do good as Allah has done good to you...} [Surat al-Qasas: 77]  

حَبُّ  لِلّه  ٱوَ   ....﴿ حۡسَنيَنَ ٱي   [ 134 :]آل عمران ﴾ ١٣٤لمۡ 

{...And Allah loves the doers of good.} [Surat Ᾱl-‘Imrān: 134] 

Be gentle with people when things around them get tough. 

O Allah, the One Who consoles hearts, console our hearts, strengthen us, and 

pardon us, O the Most Merciful of those who show mercy! 
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20 

Al-Mutakabbir (The Supreme) 

Superiority and pride belong to Allah Almighty alone. Allah praised Himself 

saying:  

مَ وَ تَ ٱفيَ  لكَۡبۡرَيَاءٓ  ٱوَلهَ  ﴿ رۡضَ  ٱوَ  لسه
َ
وَ  لأۡ  [ 37 :]الجاثية  ﴾ ٣٧لحۡكََيم  ٱ لۡعَزيَز  ٱوهَ 

{And to Him belongs pride in the heavens and earth, and He is the All-Mighty, 
the All-Wise.} [Surat al-Jāthiyah: 37] 

He also says:  

وَ  ﴿ هذَيٱ  لِلّه  ٱه  وَ    ل ها ه  وس  ٱ  لمَۡلكَ  ٱلآَ إلََ هَ إلَ دُّ لَ م  ٱ  لقۡ  ؤۡمَن  ٱ  لسه هَيۡمَن  ٱ  لمۡ  تَكَب رَ   ٱ  لجَۡبهار  ٱ  لۡعَزيَز  ٱ  لمۡ  بۡحَ نَ   لمۡ  س 
َ ٱ ونَ  لِلّه ا ي شۡرَك   [23 :]الحشر ﴾ ٢٣عَمه

{He is Allah, there is no god except Him, the King, the Most Holy, the Source of 
Peace, the Giver of Belief, the All-Controller, the All-Mighty, the Compeller, the 
Supreme. Exalted is Allah above whatever they associate with Him.} [Surat al-
Hashr: 23] 

Our Lord, Exalted be He, is Supreme and Exalted above all defects and evil 

things and above wronging His servants. 

He is Superior to the tyrants among His servants who claim grandeur. 

Indeed, He is Supreme and High above anything bad or evil and above 

whatever does not befit His perfection and excellence. 

Superiority denotes the absence of any defect, deficiency, or imperfection. 

Servitude of submissiveness.. 

Superiority is an innate attribute of the Almighty Lord, unlike some people who 

pretend to be superior to others, while they are not. 

Superiority and pride befit Allah Almighty alone, for He alone is the King and 

Owner and all others are owned; He alone is the Lord and Creator and all others 
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are servants and created beings. Indeed, He is the sole Possessor of the 

attributes of perfection, beauty, majesty, and grandeur. 

Therefore, Allah Almighty takes this attribute exclusively for Himself and 

threatens anyone assuming it with severe punishment. 

The Prophet (may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) is authentically 

reported to have said: 

“Allah Almighty said: ‘Pride is My robe, and majesty is My lower 

garment. If anyone disputes with Me over one of them, I will throw him in 

Hellfire.’” 

[Narrated by Abu Dāwūd; Sahīh (authentic)] 

Al-Khattābi said: “He used the robe and lower garment as an example to say - 

and Allah knows best -: As nobody lets others share his robe and garment with 

him, likewise, no created being should share pride and majesty with Me.” 

The status befitting a created being is that of servitude, obedience, and 

submission to the Great and Superior Lord, the Owner of Honor and Majesty. It 

is probably for this reason that we proclaim the greatness and grandeur of Allah 

in the position of bowing and prostration in prayer. 

The Prophet (may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) used to say during 

bowing and prostration in prayer: “Subhān dhil-jabarūt wa al-malakūt wa al-

kibriyā’ wa al-‘azhamah (Glory be to the Owner of might, dominion, pride, 

and greatness).” [Narrated by Abu Dāwūd; Sahīh (authentic)] Allah Almighty 

purified His prophets and righteous servants from arrogance and pride. They 

used to seek refuge with Him from pride and arrogance:  

ها ي ؤۡمَن  بيََوۡمَ ﴿ تَكَب رَٖ ل َ م 
َن ك ل  م م  ذۡت  برََب يَ وَرَب كَ  وسَىَٰٓ إنَ يَ ع   [ 27 :]غافر ﴾ ٢٧لحۡسََابَ ٱوَقَالَ م 

{But Moses said: “Indeed, I have sought refuge in my Lord and your Lord from 
every arrogant one who does not believe in the Day of Reckoning.”} [Surat 
Ghāfir: 27] 
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Consider the consequences! 

Whoever possesses this attribute of pride and arrogance, his soul will be 

spoiled and his heart will be stamped with a seal of rust.  

تَكَب رَٖ جَبهارٖ  لِلّه  ٱكَذَ لكََ يَطۡبَع   ...﴿ بَ م 
َ قَلۡ
 [ 35 :]غافر ﴾ ٣٥علَىَ  ك ل 

{...Thus does Allah seal every heart of an arrogant tyrant.} [Ghāfir: 35] 

م ببََ لغََيهَ   ....﴿ ا ه  ها كبَۡرٞ مه ورهَمَۡ إلَ د   [56 :]غافر ﴾ ....إنَ فيَ ص 

{...There is not within their breasts except pride, [the extent of] which they 
cannot reach...} [Surat Ghāfir: 56] 

The leader of the arrogant is Satan, 

هآ إبَلۡيَسَ ﴿  [ 74 :]ص ﴾ ٧٤لۡكَ فرَيَنَ ٱوكََانَ مَنَ  سۡتَكۡبَرَ ٱإلَ

{Except Satan; he was arrogant and became among the disbelievers.} [Surat 
Sād: 74] 

Arrogance is also the trait of tyrannical kings like Pharaoh:  

ن ود ه   سۡتَكۡبَرَ ٱوَ ﴿ وَ وجَ  رۡضَ ٱفيَ   ۥه 
َ
مۡ إلَيَۡنَا لاَ ي رجَۡع ونَ  لحۡقَ َ ٱبغََيۡرَ   لأۡ نهه 

َ
 [39 :]القصص ﴾ ٣٩وَظَنُّوٓاْ أ

{And he was arrogant, he and his soldiers, in the land, without right, and they 
thought that they would not be returned to Us.} [Surat al-Qasas: 39] 

Another example is a man who has great wealth and many children and who 

begins to feel proud because of them. Arrogance does actually sneak into his 

heart, driving him to reject the truth. This is like Al-Walīd ibn al-Mughīrah about 

whom Allah Almighty says:  

دۡبرََ وَ ﴿
َ
 [23 :]المدثر ﴾ ٢٣سۡتَكۡبَرَ ٱث مه أ

{Then he turned back and was arrogant.} [Surat al-Muddaththir: 23] 

Arrogance causes destruction to the nations that deny the truth,  

ا عاَدٞ فَ ﴿ مه
َ
ْ ٱفأَ وا رۡضَ ٱفيَ  سۡتَكۡبَر 

َ
 [15 :]فصلت ﴾ .... لحۡقَ َ ٱبغََيۡرَ  لأۡ

{As for ‘Ād, they were arrogant on the earth without right...} [Surat Fussilat: 
15] 
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And about the people of Prophet Sālih (peace be upon him), Allah Almighty 

says:  

هذَينَ ٱقَالَ ﴿ ْ ٱ ل وٓا َ  سۡتَكۡبَر  هذَيٓ ٱإنَها ب ونَ  ۦءَامَنت م بهََ  ل  [76  :]الأعراف ﴾ ٧٦كَ فرَ 

{Those who were arrogant said: “Verily, we disbelieve in what you believe in.”} 
[Surat al-A‘rāf: 76] 

The arrogant will end up in Hellfire; what an evil destination!  

تَكَب رََينَ  ....﴿ ى ل لَۡم  ليَۡسَ فيَ جَهَنهمَ مَثۡوّٗ
َ
 [ 60 :]الزمر ﴾ ٦٠أ

{...Is there not in Hell a residence for the arrogant?} [Surat az-Zumar: 60] 

The Prophet (may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) said: “The 

arrogant will be gathered on the Day of Judgment resembling tiny 

particles in the image of men. They will be covered with humiliation 

everywhere. They will be dragged into a prison in Hellfire called Būlas and 

submerged in the Fire of Fires, drinking the drippings of the people of 

Hellfire.” [Narrated by Al-Tirmidhi; Sahīh (authentic)] May Allah keep us away 

from this. 

The remedy: 

A person who begins to feel arrogant and superior should look inside himself in 

a wise and deep manner and not look at his outside with a superficial and bestial 

look. 

Let him remember the origin of his existence, where he came from, and that 

his end in this worldly life will be nothing but a rotten corpse. 

It is related that Mutraf ibn ‘Abdullah ibn al-Shikhkhīr looked at Al-Muhallab 

ibn Abu Safrah as he was wearing a fine garment, which he was dragging behind 

on the ground and walking arrogantly. Thereupon, he said: “O Abu ‘Abdullah, 

what is this gait which Allah and His Messenger dislike?” Al-Muhallab said: “Do 

you not know me?” He said: “No, I know you. You began as a little drop of sperm 

and will end up as a dirty corpse, and inside you is urine and stool.” 

If only people think about what lies inside them, none of them would feel 

arrogant or superior. 
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Al-Munāwi (may Allah have mercy upon him) said: “A person should not 

despise anyone, for the despised one may have a purer heart, better deeds, and 

a more sincere intention. Despising people brings loss, humiliation, and 

disgrace.” 

Ibn Taymiyyah said: “A fearful sinner is better than an arrogant worshiper.” 

A wise person should act modestly, sit with the knowledgeable and the weak, 

visit the sick, observe those who die or suffer afflictions, and consider the stories 

of arrogant people to see how they rose and ultimately fell and what happened 

to them. 

As if you did not hear about what happened to people in the past. 

Neither do you see what will happen to those who live in the present. 

So, if you are unaware of what happened to them, here are their dwellings; 

they were ruined by the wind and the passage of time. 

O Allah, we implore You by Your name “Al-Mutakabbir” to strengthen us, 

conceal our faults, forgive our sins, and not to make us among the arrogant, O 

Lord of the worlds! 

21 - 22 

Al-Khāliq Al-Khallāq (The Creator, the Sublime 
Creator) 

Look at this nature around you and the sky high above. Glory be to the One 

Who created this splendid universe. 

And ponder the perfect creation of the Superb Creator, and His signs and 

miracles. 

Who created the heavens and earth? Who created grains and seeds? Who 

created the morning, made the night tranquil, and rendered the sun and moon a 

means of calculation? Who created human beings from mud? Who created the 
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entire humankind from one soul? Who gave everything He created its due 

proportion and then gave it guidance? 

َ ٱهَ ذَا خَلقۡ  ﴿ ونيَ مَاذَا خَلقََ  لِلّه ر 
َ
هذَينَ ٱفأَ  [11 :]لقمان ﴾ ....   ۦ مَن د ونهََ  ل

{This is the creation of Allah. So show Me what those other than Him have 
created...} [Surat Luqmān: 11] 

Glory be to the One Whose magnificence dazzles the minds of those who know 

Him! 

Glory be to the One Whose miraculous signs are clear to those who reflect! 

Glory be to the One Whose lights guide those walking on the path to Him! 

حۡسَن   لِلّه  ٱفَتَبَارَكَ  .....﴿
َ
 [ 14 :]المؤمنون ﴾ ١٤لۡخَ لقََينَ ٱأ

{...So blessed is Allah, the Best of the Creators.} [Surat al-Mu’minūn: 14] 

We pause here with two of the beautiful names of Allah Almighty: “Al-Khāliq” 

(the Creator) and “Al-Khallāq” (the Sublime Creator). 

Allah Almighty says: 

وَ ﴿  [ 86 :]الحجر ﴾ ٨٦لۡعَليَم  ٱ لخۡلَه ق  ٱإنَه رَبهكَ ه 

{Indeed, your Lord – He is the Sublime Creator, the All-Knowing.} [Surat al-Hijr: 
86] 

He also says: 

وَ ﴿ ۖ ٱ لبَۡارئَ  ٱ لۡخَ لقَ  ٱ لِلّه  ٱه  رَ  صَو   [24 :]الحشر ﴾ .... لمۡ 

{He is Allah, the Creator, the Initiator, the Supreme Fashioner...} [Surat al-
Hashr: 24] 

It is our Lord Who brought all things into existence after they had previously 

been non-existent. He created them in an unprecedented manner. Indeed, the 

actions of Allah Almighty are in the exact measure He gave to them. 

Magnificence of the Creator.. 

Everything that exists in the universe is His creation, pointing to His divinity 

and lordship. Everything that we see - and do not see - around us is a proof of 
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the existence of Allah. He created, proportioned, fashioned everything according 

to His wisdom, and He continues to do so. 

He covers bones with flesh and covers flesh with skin, and He clothes animals 

with wool and fur. He breathes life into the embryo while still in its mother’s 

womb and then He brings it out, provides for it, and protects and teaches it. 

Indeed, He creates humans in the best form and gives them two eyes, a tongue, 

and two lips and shows them the two paths.  

هذَيٱ﴿ ى كَ فَعَدَلكََ  ل بَكَ   ٧خَلقََكَ فسََوه ا شَاءَٓ رَكه ورَةٖ مه ي َ ص 
َ
 [ 8-7 :]الانفطار ﴾ ٨فيَٓ أ

{Who created you, proportioned you, and balanced you? In whatever form He 
willed has He assembled you.} [Surat al-Infitār: 7-8] 

حۡسَن   لِلّه  ٱفَتَبَارَكَ   ....﴿
َ
 [ 14 :]المؤمنون ﴾ ١٤لۡخَ لقََينَ ٱأ

{...So blessed is Allah, the Best of Creators.} [Surat al-Mu’minūn: 14] 

Thus, He, Exalted be He, testifies that He is the Creator of these human bodies. 

The Almighty Lord created the humans and jinn so that they would know Him 

and worship Him. 

ونَ  لإۡنَسَ ٱوَ  لجَۡنه ٱوَمَا خَلقَۡت  ﴿ ها ليََعۡب د   [56 :]الذاريات ﴾ ٥٦إلَ

{And I did not create the jinn and mankind except to worship Me.} [Surat adh-
Dhāriyāt: 56] 

The universe in harmony: 

All creatures were not created for play, diversion, or for no purpose, far 

exalted is Allah above that! He says:  

مَاءَٓ ٱوَمَا خَلقَۡنَا ﴿ رۡضَ ٱوَ  لسه
َ
مَا لَ عَبيَنَ  لأۡ  [ 16 :]الأنبياء  ﴾ ١٦وَمَا بيَۡنَه 

{And We did not create the heavens and earth and what is between them for 
play.} [Surat al-Anbiyā’: 16] 

All existents point to the attributes and traits of the Almighty Creator and 

indicate His beautiful names. 

If the creatures were lines to be read, you would read them and see that they 

clearly point to their Creator. 
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Through them, the Glorified King sends us messages that there is no true god 

except Allah, and that every creature, silent or speaking, leads to Him. 

Allah Almighty says: 

 [ 49 :]القمر ﴾ ٤٩إنَها ك له شَىۡءٍ خَلقَۡنَ ه  بقََدَرٖ ﴿

{Indeed, We have created all things with due proportion.} [Surat al-Qamar: 49] 

Doctors say that the opening of the larynx is accurately determined and 

designed. If it were a little wider, one’s voice would disappear, and if it were a 

little narrower, he would find it hard to breathe. So, either easy breathing with 

no voice, or a clear voice with difficult breathing. 

نۡعَ  ....﴿ َ ٱص  هذَيٓ ٱ لِلّه تۡقَنَ ك له شَىۡءٍ  إنَهه   ل
َ
 [ 88 :]النمل ﴾ ٨٨خَبيَر   بمََا تَفۡعَل ونَ   ۥأ

{...[It is] the work of Allah, Who perfected all things. Indeed, He is All-Aware of 
what you do...} [Surat an-Naml: 88] 

Likewise, if our sight were stronger, our life would turn into Hell. 

If you look at the glass of water you drink from, you will see it clear and pure. 

But if your sight were a little stronger and sharper, you would see amazing things 

in the glass. You would see countless living organisms and harmless germs. 

Certainly, you would not be able to drink then. 

 [ 49 :]القمر ﴾ ٤٩إنَها ك له شَىۡءٍ خَلقَۡنَ ه  بقََدَرٖ ﴿

{Indeed, We have created all things with due proportion.}[Surat al-Qamar: 49] 

Also, if our sense of hearing were a little stronger, we would not be able to 

sleep at night, being disturbed by all different kinds of sounds. Even the sounds 

in our digestive system alone are like a large laboratory.  

 [ 49 :]القمر ﴾ ٤٩إنَها ك له شَىۡءٍ خَلقَۡنَ ه  بقََدَرٖ ﴿

{Indeed, We have created all things with due proportion.} [Surat al-Qamar: 49] 

And if our sense of touching increased a little bit, we would feel the static 

electricity around us, which would turn our life into an unbearable Hell. 

ونَ ﴿ فَلاَ ت بۡصَر 
َ
مۡ  أ سَك  نف 

َ
 [21 :]الذاريات  ﴾ ٢١وَفيَٓ أ
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{And in yourselves. Then will you not see?} [Surat adh-Dhāriyāt: 21] 

َ ٱهَ ذَا خَلقۡ  ﴿ ونيَ مَاذَا خَلقََ  لِلّه ر 
َ
هذَينَ ٱفأَ  [11 :]لقمان ﴾  .... ۦمَن د ونهََ  ل

{This is the creation of Allah. So show Me what those other than Him have 
created...} [Surat Luqmān: 11] 

Nonetheless, there are people with tainted dispositions and sick souls arguing 

regarding Allah Almighty, even though His signs exist even within their own 

bodies. How strange!  

واْ بهََا وَ ﴿ مۡ   سۡتَيۡقَنَتۡهَآ ٱوجََحَد  ه  س  نف 
َ
 [14 :]النمل    ﴾ ....أ

{And they rejected them, while their [inner] selves were convinced thereof...} 
[Surat an-Naml: 14] 

نۡ خَلقََ  ﴿ م مه لتَۡه 
َ
مَ وَ تَ ٱوَلئَنَ سَأ رۡضَ ٱوَ   لسه

َ
ول نه    لأۡ ونَ   لحۡمَۡد  ٱق لَ    لِلّه   ٱليََق  يَعۡلَم  مۡ لاَ  كۡثَر ه 

َ
أ َ  بلَۡ    ﴾ ٢٥لَِلّه

 [ 25 :]لقمان 

{And if you ask them: “Who created the heavens and earth?” They would 
surely say: “Allah.” Say: “Praise be to Allah”; but most of them do not know.} 
[Surat Luqmān: 25] 

Rest assured! 

The believer knows that he obtains honor and strength through the Creator. 

So, he feels reassured, being aware that the One Who created him will preserve 

him and not neglect him; and that everything, ease and hardship, poverty and 

opulence, will ultimately be good for him.  

وۡليََاءَٓ ﴿
َ
لآَ إنَه أ

َ
َ ٱأ مۡ يَحزَۡن ونَ  لِلّه  [62 :]يونس ﴾ ٦٢لاَ خَوفۡ  عَلَيۡهَمۡ وَلاَ ه 

{Indeed, the allies of Allah will have no fear, nor will they grieve.} [Surat Yūnus: 
62] 

O Allah, we implore You by Your name “Al-Khāliq” to make us among Your 

allies and close servants. 

23 
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Al-Bāri’ (The Initiator) 

The Prophet (may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) is authentically 

reported to have said: “Once Sulaymān ibn Dāwūd (Solomon) (peace be 

upon him and his father) said: ‘Tonight I will have sexual intercourse with 

one hundred (or ninety-nine) women each of whom will give birth to a 

knight who will fight in the cause of Allah.’ His companion said: ‘Allah 

willing.’ But he did not say: ‘Allah willing.’ Therefore, only one of those 

women conceived and gave birth to half a man. By the One in Whose 

hand Muhammad’s soul is, if he had said ‘Allah willing’, all of them would 

have been knights striving in the cause of Allah.” [Narrated by Al-Bukhāri 

and Muslim] 

One cannot reach his objective or fulfill his needs except through Allah 

Almighty, Who is: 

وَ  ﴿ ۖ ٱ  لبَۡارئَ  ٱ  لۡخَ لقَ  ٱ  لِلّه  ٱه  رَ  صَو  سۡمَاءٓ  ٱلهَ     لمۡ 
َ
مَ وَ تَ ٱمَا فيَ     ۥي سَب حَ  لهَ    لحۡ سۡنَى   ٱ  لأۡ رۡضَ  ٱوَ   لسه

َ
وَ    لأۡ   لۡعَزيَز  ٱوهَ 

 [ 24 :]الحشر ﴾ ٢٤لحۡكََيم  ٱ
{...The Creator, the Initiator, the Fashioner; to Him belong the most beautiful 

names. Whatever is in the heavens and the earth glorifies Him, and He is the All-
Mighty, the All-Wise.}[Surat al-Hashr: 24] 

O Allah, praise be to You! You have bestowed Your favor upon us as You have 

brought us into existence after we were nothing.  

تيَ  علَىَ ﴿
َ
َنَ  لإۡنَسَ نَ ٱهَلۡ أ هۡرَ ٱحَينٞ م  ورًا  لده ذۡك  ا مه ن شَيۡـ ّٗ  [ 1 :]الإنسان ﴾ ١لمَۡ يكَ 

{Has there come upon man a period of time when he was not a thing worth 
mentioning?} [Surat al-Insān: 1] 

Allah Almighty praises Himself as the Initiator as He says:  

وَ ﴿ ۖ ٱ لبَۡارئَ  ٱ لۡخَ لقَ  ٱ لِلّه  ٱه  رَ  صَو   [24 :]الحشر ﴾  .... لمۡ 
{He is Allah, the Creator, the Initiator, the Fashioner...} [Surat al-Hashr: 24] 

“Bāri’” is derived from “bar’”, which has two meanings. The first is creating. 
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The second meaning is being away and free from something. 

-- 

So, our Lord is the Initiator, the Maker, and the Inventor, Who brought things 

into existence after they had been nothing. He preferred some of His creation 

over others and made every race distinct from others and fashioned each in a 

way that fits the purpose behind its creation. So, He creates something out of 

nothing and gives it the traits that make it distinct from other creatures. 

He created the creation free from discrepancy and disharmony.  

هذَيٱ﴿ خَلقَۡ    ل فيَ  ترََى   ا  مه اۖ  طَبَاقّٗ سَمَ وَ تٖ  سَبۡعَ  فَ   لرهحۡمَٰنِٱخَلقََ  تفََ و تٖ   مَن   لبَۡصَرَ ٱ  رجَۡعَ ٱمَن  ترََى   هَلۡ 
ورٖ  ط 

 [3 :]الملك ﴾ ٣ف 
{Who created seven heavens in layers. You do not see in the creation of the 

Most Compassionate any inconsistency. So return [your] vision [to the sky]; do 
you see any flaws?} [Surat al-Mulk: 3] 

Moreover, our Lord, Al-Bāri’, is free from any deficiency or defect in His 

essence, attributes, and actions. 

His name “Al-Bāri’” is witnessed in all of His creation, 

and His subtle and kind acts keep descending. 

Glory be to the One to Whom all creatures 

prostrate themselves and proclaim His greatness and Oneness! 

Allah Almighty says: 

وَ ﴿ ۖ ٱ لبَۡارئَ  ٱ لۡخَ لقَ  ٱ لِلّه  ٱه  رَ  صَو   [ 24 :]الحشر ﴾ ... لمۡ 
{He is Allah, the Creator, the Initiator, the Fashioner...} [Surat al-Hashr: 24] 

-- 

-- 

-- 

When Allah Almighty wants to create something, He first predestines it 

according to His knowledge and wisdom, then He initiates its existence from 
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nothingness according to His predestination and in the form He wills, Exalted be 

He. 

No coincidence.. 

A wise man was once asked: “How did you know Allah?” He said: “By reading 

the signs of His power that are manifest in the creatures.” 

هذَيٓ ٱ﴿ حۡسَنَ ك له شَىۡءٍ خَلقََه   ل
َ
 [ 7 :]السجدة ﴾ …. ۖۥ أ

{Who perfected everything which He created...}[Surat as-Sajdah: 7] 

َ مَا ﴿ ا ب
ه مَآ إلَ  [ 39 :]الدخان ﴾ .... لحۡقَ َ ٱخَلقَۡنَ ه 

{We did not create them both except for a true purpose...}[Surat ad-Dukhān: 
39] 

Consider the plants on earth, with all its different kinds, and have a close look 

at all the wonderful creatures in the world, 

which clearly point to the One Creator, Who has no partner. 

ْ ٱق لَ ﴿ وا ر  مَ وَ تَ ٱ مَاذَا فيَ  نظ  رۡضَ  ٱوَ  لسه
َ
 [ 101 :]يونس ﴾ … لأۡ

{Say: “Observe what is in the heavens and earth”...} [Surat Yūnus: 101] 

There is nothing but His work, superb creation, amazing power, and the traces 

of His wisdom. So, who is more entitled to be the God? Indeed, He Who creates 

is more worthy of being worshiped and praised as the One and Only God. 

Indeed, most people know that they were created by Allah, but majority of them 

still associate partners with Him. 

﴿ َ م ب كۡثَر ه 
َ
َ ٱوَمَا ي ؤۡمَن  أ ونَ  لِلّه شۡرَك  م مُّ ها وهَ   [ 106 :]يوسف ﴾ ١٠٦إلَ

{And most of them believe not in Allah except that they associate others with 
Him.} [Surat Yūsuf: 106]  

People fall under two categories: 

The believers, who are the best among humankind. 

The polytheists, who are the worst among humankind. 
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Let one consider his actions. If they are good, he should praise his Lord as He 

created him inclined to be good. Had he left his self to its own whims and vain 

desires and had not restrained it with fear from Allah, he would have been 

among the worst human beings. 

Therefore, Mūsa (Moses) (peace be upon him) ordered his people to repent to 

Allah, the Initiator, after they had deviated from belief in Him and made an idol 

out of their jewelry in the form of a calf.  

وسَى  لقََوۡمَهَ ﴿ َ  ۦوَإِذۡ قَالَ م  م ب سَك  نف 
َ
مۡ ظَلَمۡت مۡ أ م  ٱيَ قَوۡمَ إنَهك  خَاذكَ  مۡ فَ  لۡعجَۡلَ ٱ ت َ ْ ٱفَت وب وٓاْ إلَيَ  باَرئَكَ   قۡت ل وٓا

مۡ  إنَهه   مۡ فَتَابَ عَلَيۡك  مۡ عَندَ باَرئَكَ  مۡ خَيۡرٞ لهك  مۡ ذَ لكَ  سَك  نف 
َ
وَ   ۥأ وهاب  ٱه   [ 54 :]البقرة  ﴾ ٥٤لرهحَيم  ٱ لته

{And [recall] when Moses said to his people: “O my people, indeed you have 

wronged yourselves by worshiping the calf. So, repent to your Initiator and kill 

yourselves. That is best for you in the sight of your Initiator.” Then He accepted 

your repentance; indeed, He is the Accepting of repentance, the Most Merciful.} 

[Surat al-Baqarah: 54] 

Whenever the believer knows and learns one of the beautiful names of Allah, 

he becomes more honorable and elevated and will have greater longing and love 

for Him; and he seeks closeness to his Lord by knowing that name. 

He will also know that Allah has power over all things. 

O Allah, the Initiator, show kindness to us and let Your mercy descend upon us. 

24 

Al-Musawwir (The Fashioner) 

Ibn al-Qayyim (may Allah have mercy upon him) said: “If you consider what 

Allah Almighty calls His servants, in the Qur’an, to think about, you will find that 

He commands them to know about His Oneness and His perfect and magnificent 

attributes.” 

Verily, the book of the universe contains many lessons and signs scattered 

here and there 
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for those who have minds and intellects whereby they look and contemplate. 

We will pause here with Allah’s name “Al-Musawwir”: 

Allah Almighty says:  

وَ ﴿ ۖ ٱ لبَۡارئَ  ٱ لۡخَ لقَ  ٱ لِلّه  ٱه  رَ  صَو   [24 :]الحشر ﴾ .... لمۡ 
{He is Allah, the Creator, the Initiator, the Fashioner...} [Surat al-Hashr: 24] 

It is our Almighty Lord Who fashioned everything He created in the way He 

willed and gave certain forms and distinct appearance to every created being, 

different, diverse, and plentiful as they are. He fashioned each form as He willed. 

بَكَ ﴿ ا شَاءَٓ رَكه ورَةٖ مه ي َ ص 
َ
 [ 8 :]الانفطار ﴾ ٨فيَٓ أ

{In whatever form He willed, He has assembled you.} [Surat al-Infitār: 8] 

Our Lord, Exalted be He, is the One Who proportioned His created beings and 

gave them such forms and appearances that accord with His estimation, 

knowledge, and mercy, and which suit the interests and benefits of the creation. 

So, they come into existence with different and diverse forms and shapes, long 

and short, beautiful and ugly, male and female - each with their distinct form. 

Allah Almighty says:  

مۡ  ﴿ رۡنَ ك  مۡ ث مه صَوه  [ 11 :]الأعراف ﴾ ...وَلقََدۡ خَلقَۡنَ ك 
{And We have certainly created you, then fashioned you...} [Surat al-A‘rāf: 11] 

He also says:  

مَ وَ تَ ٱخَلقََ ﴿ رۡضَ ٱوَ  لسه
َ
َ  لأۡ مۡۖ وَإِليَۡهَ  لحۡقَ َ ٱب وَرَك  حۡسَنَ ص 

َ
مۡ فأَ رَك   [3 :]التغابن ﴾ ٣لمَۡصَير  ٱوَصَوه

{...And formed you and perfected your forms; and to Him is the final 
destination.} [Surat at-Taghābun: 3] 

O You Who know the unseen and the seen, 

O You, the Lord Who created and fashioned everything, 

You testified that You are One and Only, 

a true testimony from You. 

I turn my face to You, publicly and privately, 
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in praise and exaltation of You, my Lord. 

Allah Almighty also says:  

وَ ﴿ ۖ ٱ لبَۡارئَ  ٱ لۡخَ لقَ  ٱ لِلّه  ٱه  رَ  صَو   [ 24 :]الحشر ﴾ ... لمۡ 

{He is Allah, the Creator, the Initiator, the Fashioner...} [Surat al-Hashr: 24] 

When the three names (Al-Kāliq, Al-Bāri’, Al-Musawwir) come together, each 

gives a distinct meaning. “Al-Khāliq” indicates estimation, “Al-Bāri’” indicates 

invention, and “Al-Musawwir” indicates giving everything its form. Yet, when 

these names are used separately, they all indicate the same meaning. Our Lord 

willed, predestined, then created and gave each creature its suitable form and 

fashion.  

بۡحَ نَ  ...﴿ َ ٱس  ونَ  لِلّه ا يصََف   [ 91 :]المؤمنون ﴾ ٩١عَمه

{...Exalted is Allah far above what they describe about Him.} [Surat al-
Mu’minūn: 91] 

The Prophet (may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) used to say in 

prostration: “Allāhumma laka sajadt wa bika āmant wa laka aslamt, sajada 

wajhi lilladhi khalaqahu, wa sawwarahu, wa shaqqa sama‘ahu wa basarah, 

tabārakallāhu ahsan al-khāliqīn (O Allah, to You I have prostrated and in 

You I have believed and to You I have submitted, and My face has 

prostrated to the One Who created it and formed it, and brought forth its 

hearing and sight. Blessed be Allah the best of creators).” [Narrated by 

Muslim] 

The strongest signs: 

The creation of man is indeed a sign for those who think and take lessons.  

ونَ وَفيَٓ ﴿ فَلاَ ت بۡصَر 
َ
مۡ  أ سَك  نف 

َ
 [21 :]الذاريات  ﴾ ٢١أ

{And in yourselves. Then will you not see?} [Surat adh-Dhāriyāt: 21] 

Within human beings themselves, there are the greatest signs of their 

Almighty Creator. 



  

 

112 

The closest thing to a person is his own self. In fact, he contains wonders that 

point to the greatness of Allah Almighty that would take our whole life just to 

discover part of it. People turn away from this, however, and if they only 

pondered, they would cease to deny or disbelieve.  

كۡفَرَه    لإۡنَسَ ن  ٱق تلََ  ﴿
َ
أ ي َ شَىۡءٍ خَلقََه    ١٧ ۥمَآ 

َ
أ رَه     ۥمَن نُّطۡفَةٍ خَلقََه    ١٨ ۥمَنۡ  بيَلَ ٱث مه    ١٩ ۥفَقَده رَه    لسه   ۥيسَه

مَاتهَ   ٢٠
َ
قۡبَرَه    ۥث مه أ

َ
نشَرَه   ٢١ ۥفأَ

َ
 [ 22-17 :]عبس ﴾ ٢٢ ۥث مه إذََا شَاءَٓ أ

{Cursed is man; how disbelieving is he! From what substance did He create 
him? From a sperm-drop He created him and proportioned him; Then He eased 
the way for him; Then He causes him to die and puts him in his grave. Then when 
He wills, He will resurrect him.} [Surat ‘Abasa: 17-22] 

Over 7 billion people live on earth. Each one of them has his or her different 

form, shape, features, color, and appearance, though they all come from the 

same father and mother: Adam and Eve. But it is the work of Allah Almighty:  

نۡعَ  ...﴿ َ ٱص  هذَيٓ ٱ لِلّه تۡقَنَ ك له شَىۡءٍ  إنَهه   ل
َ
 [ 88 :]النمل ﴾ ٨٨خَبيَر   بمََا تَفۡعَل ونَ   ۥأ

{...[It is] the work of Allah, Who perfected all things. Indeed, He is All-Aware of 
what you do.} [Surat an-Naml: 88] 

Does this not require us to be thankful?! We see the favors that Allah Almighty 

bestows upon us since we were mere drops of sperm inside our mothers’ 

wombs. Then, He gave us hearing and eyesight and breathed life into us. Then, 

He gave us food and drink and endowed us with homes and provisions, and 

everything we need.  

هه  ﴿ لمَۡ نَجۡعَل ل
َ
 [ 10-8 :]البلد ﴾ ١٠لنهجۡدَينَۡ ٱوهََدَينَۡ ه   ٩وَلسََانّٗا وَشَفَتَينَۡ  ٨عَيۡنَينَۡ   ۥأ

{Have We not made for him two eyes? And a tongue and two lips? And have 
shown him the two ways?} [Surat al-Balad: 8-10] 

One of the greatest ways in which we can show gratitude to our Lord is to use 

His blessings in worshiping and obeying Him, not in sins and things displeasing to 

Him. 
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A last word.. 

A rational person would not mock people’s forms and appearances for he 

knows it is Allah Who created them.  

وَ ﴿ هذَيٱه  مۡ فيَ  ل ك  رَ  رۡحَامَ ٱي صَو 
َ
وَ  لأۡ ها ه   [ 6 :]آل عمران ﴾ ٦لحۡكََيم  ٱ  لۡعَزيَز  ٱ كَيۡفَ يشََاءٓ   لآَ إلََ هَ إلَ

{He is the One Who fashions you in the wombs as He wishes. There is no god 
except Him, the All-Mighty, the All-Wise.} [Surat Ᾱl-‘Imrān: 6] 

Allah is the Creator, the Initiator, the Fashioner. An ugly person is not, thus, to 

be blamed for his ugliness. Likewise, a good-looking person has no credit or a 

role to play in the good look he has. 

Someone once said to a wise man: “O man with the ugly face!” He replied: “It 

was not me who created my face to make it good. He who dispraises a product 

has indeed dispraised its maker.” The Prophet (may Allah’s peace and blessings 

be upon him) said: “All the creation of Allah Almighty is good.” [As-Silsilah 

As-Sahīhah by Al-Albāni] 

If you see an afflicted person, praise Allah that He has not afflicted you. As the 

saying goes: “Do not mock your brother because Allah may remove his affliction 

and afflict you.” 

‘Abdullah ibn Mas‘ūd (may Allah be pleased with him) used to say: “Affliction is 

linked to speech. So, if I mock a dog, I fear that I may turn into a dog.” Ibrāhim al-

Nakha’i (may Allah have mercy upon him) said: “I may sometimes see things with 

which I can find fault, yet I remain silent fearing that I may get afflicted with 

something similar.” 

O Allah, the Creator, the Initiator, the Fashioner, we implore You to make us 

among Your best servants and to show mercy to us on the Day when we will 

stand before You for reckoning. 

25 
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Al-‘Afuww (The Pardoner) 

When sinners listen to this verse:  

وْلََٰٓئكََ عَسَى ﴿
 
مۡ  وكََانَ  لِلّه  ٱفأَ وَ عَنۡه  ن يَعۡف 

َ
ا لِلّه  ٱأ ورّٗ وًّا غَف   [ 99 :]النساء ﴾ ٩٩عَف 

{For those it is expected that Allah will pardon them, and Allah is ever 
Pardoning, All-Forgiving} [Surat an-Nisā’: 99] 

they raise their hands in supplication to their Lord and stand humble and 

submissive at His door, seeking His protection and pardon. They call out: “O the 

Pardoner, the All-Forgiving, we have none but You to turn to.” 

Thereupon, the Generous and the Pardoner looks at their condition and knows 

their innermost thoughts, and He erases their sins and misdeeds and elevates 

their ranks. 

Glory be to Allah, the Pardoner, the Forgiving! 

If afflictions and hardships come your way and sins overburden you, call out 

His name and ask Him for pardon. 

O Lord, no matter how great my sins are, I supplicate You as You have 

commanded me in humility; if only the doers of good seeks refuge in You! 

then in who can the evildoer seek refuge? I know that Your pardon is far 

greater than my sins. If You turn down my supplication, then who would show 

mercy to me? 

Allah Almighty says:  

َ ٱإنَه ...﴿ ورٞ  لِلّه وٌّ غَف   [60 :]الحج ﴾ ٦٠لعََف 
{...Indeed, Allah is Pardoning and Forgiving.} [Surat al-Hajj: 60] 

Our Lord, Exalted be He, frequently pardons His servants and forgives their sins 

to an infinite extent. In addition to forgiving sins, He also erases their traces 

altogether, thus, people will not be held accountable for them on the Day of 

Judgment, and He removes them from the records of the honorable scribes, i.e. 

the angels who write down good and bad deeds. More than that, He even causes 
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those sinners to forget those sins so that they will not remember them and feel 

ashamed, replacing those evil deeds with good ones. 

The Almighty Lord is ever Pardoning and Forgiving. Everyone is in need of His 

pardon, mercy, and bounty. He promises forgiveness and pardon to those who 

meet their requirements. 

Allah Almighty accepts pardon on the part of His servants and facilitates for 

them the duties they are obligated to perform, given the shortcoming and 

weakness they will necessarily show. For example, Allah ordained ablution for 

the performance of prayer. But if a person cannot find water for ablution, He 

pardons that and allows him to make dry ablution, considering his helplessness. 

It was said that pardon is higher than forgiveness, for the former gives a feeling 

of elimination while the latter gives a sense of mere concealment. Elimination is 

more profound than concealment. 

Allah’s pardon is of two types: 

General pardon, which encompasses all wrongdoers from the disbelievers and 

others, as He removes from them punishments entailed as a result of certain 

actions and requiring the cessation of blessings to them. Indeed, they offend Him 

by reviling Him and associating partners with Him, yet He pardons and provides 

for them, spreads out the world for them, and gives them respite, out of His 

pardon and forbearance. Thus, Allah sends down the best to His servants, and 

evil ascends to Him from them. Indeed, Allah Almighty does not need the 

worship of His servants. Nonetheless, He shows affection to them through His 

blessings, and they incur His wrath by disobeying Him, though they stand in need 

of Him. 

Special pardon, which is given to the repentant, the seekers of His forgiveness, 

and the supplicants and worshipers among the believers who get afflicted and 

seek His reward for their patience. 

He is the Pardoner.. 

Out of Allah’s supreme pardon, if He pardons one of His servants in this world, 

He does not retract it on the Day of Judgment. He is the Most Bountiful. That is 

the immutable rule Allah Almighty applies with His close servants. 
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Out of His majesty, as He pardons the repentant sinners in this world, He also 

pardons persistent sinners among the monotheistic believers in the Hereafter. 

And out of His majesty, He pardons sins, no matter how serious they may be, 

even if they include transgression against His own rights, and He replaces sins 

with good deeds. Who could ever deal with sins like that except the Almighty 

Lord? If it were not for the greatness of His pardon, the earth and its inhabitants 

would be ruined on account of the sins committed thereon. 

Out of His great pardon, He guides His servants to the means whereby they can 

attain His pardon, including good deeds and words and noble morals. Indeed, if a 

person engages in a lot of righteous acts, they prevail his sins and misdeeds. 

Turn back to Him! 

The Pardoner calls you from above the seven heavens saying:  

م  ﴿ ونيَٓ ٱوَقَالَ رَبُّك  مۡ   دۡع  سۡتَجَبۡ لكَ 
َ
 [ 60]غافر:  ﴾....أ

{And your Lord said: “Call upon Me and I will respond to you”...} [Surat Ghāfir: 
60] 

So, what keeps you from winning His bounty?! And what keeps you from 

joining the caravan of the oft-repentant? 

If people knock on the doors of the kings in this world and stand there in 

humility, you stand in humility before the King of all kings, the Bountiful and 

Pardoning Lord, in Whose Hand are the keys to relief, happiness, pardon, and 

forgiveness. 

نه  ﴿
َ
أ وٓاْ  يَعۡلَم  لمَۡ 

َ
َ ٱأ يَقۡبَل     لِلّه وَ  وۡبَةَ ٱه  َ   لته عَبَادهَ ذ     ۦعَنۡ  خ 

ۡ
دَقَ تَ ٱوَيأَ نه    لصه

َ
َ ٱوَأ وَ    لِلّه وهاب  ٱه    ﴾١٠٤لرهحَيم  ٱ  لته

 [104 :]التوبة
{Do they not know that it is Allah who accepts repentance from His servants...} 

[Surat at-Tawbah: 104] 

Bilāl ibn S‘ad said: “You have a Lord Who does not hasten to punish anyone of 

you; He forgives sins, accepts repentance, draws near to those drawing near to 

Him, and shows compassion to those turning away from Him.” The Prophet (may 

Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) used to supplicate Allah saying: 
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“Allāhumma innaka ‘afuwwun tuhibbu al-‘afwa fa‘fu ‘anni (O Allah, You 

are Pardoning and love pardon, so pardon me).” [Narrated by Ibn Mājah; 

Sahīh (authentic)] Ibn al-Qayyim (may Allah have mercy upon him) said: “If He 

pardons you, your needs will be fulfilled without asking.” Sufyān al-Thawri (may 

Allah have mercy upon him) said: “I would not like my reckoning to be handled 

by my father and mother, for I know that Allah Almighty is more merciful to me 

than them.” 

When my heart hardens and I see my sins too great, I compare them to Your 

pardon, and behold! They are nothing. 

My hope for Your mercy is the path in which I walk to You. My Lord, Your 

pardon is far greater than my sins. Pardon, O the Most Generous. 

The key to pardon: 

Scholars said that the dearest among people in the sight of Allah Almighty are 

those who act in accordance with His names and attributes. Indeed, He is 

merciful and loves the merciful and pardoning and loves those who pardon 

others. Allah Almighty treats a person the way he treats other people. Allah 

Almighty says:  

َنَ  ﴿ َ ٱفَبمََا رَحۡمةَٖ م  ا غَليَظَ    لِلّه نتَ فَظًّ مۡۖ وَلوَۡ ك  َ   لقَۡلۡبَ ٱلنَتَ لهَ  ْ ٱل وا ]آل                   ﴾ ...مَنۡ حَوۡلكََۖ    نفَضُّ
 [ 159 :عمران

{So by mercy from Allah, you were lenient with them. And if you had been 
rude [in speech] and harsh in heart, they would have disbanded from about 
you...} [Surat Ᾱl-‘Imrān: 159] 

Pardon from a position of strength is one of the highest levels of piety. Out of 

His generosity, Allah Almighty rewards pardon on people’s side with greater 

pardon. He says:  

وءٖٓ فَإنَه ﴿ واْ عَن س  وۡ تَعۡف 
َ
وه  أ خفۡ  وۡ ت 

َ
واْ خَيۡرًا أ َ ٱإنَ ت بۡد  ا قَدَيرًا  لِلّه و ّٗ  [ 149 :]النساء ﴾ ١٤٩كَانَ عَف 

{If [instead] you show [some] good or conceal it or pardon an offense - indeed, 
Allah is ever Pardoning and Omnipotent.} [Surat an-Nisā’: 149] 
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When Abu Bakr al-Siddīq (may Allah be pleased with him) swore not to spend 

on Mistah, one of his relatives, after he slandered the Prophet’s wife ‘Ā’ishah 

(may Allah be pleased with her), as part of what came to be known as the 

Incident of Slander, Allah Almighty revealed:  

وْل واْ  ﴿
 
أ تلََ 

ۡ
يأَ مۡ وَ   لفَۡضۡلَ ٱوَلاَ  عَةَٱمَنك  وْليَ    لسه

 
أ ي ؤۡت وٓاْ  ن 

َ
رۡبيَ  ٱأ هَ جَريَنَ ٱوَ   لمَۡسَ كَينَ ٱوَ   لقۡ  سَبيَلَ    لمۡ  َۖ ٱفيَ    لِلّه

ن يَغۡفرََ 
َ
حَبُّونَ أ لاَ ت 

َ
ِْۗ أ وٓا واْ وَليَۡصۡفَح  مۡ  وَ  لِلّه  ٱوَليَۡعۡف  ورٞ رهحَيم   لِلّه  ٱلكَ   [22 :]النور  ﴾ ٢٢غَف 

{And let not those of virtue among you and wealth swear not to give [aid] to 
their relatives and the needy and the emigrants for the cause of Allah, and let 
them pardon and overlook. Would you not like that Allah should forgive you? 
And Allah is All-Forgiving, Most Merciful.} [Surat an-Nūr: 22] 

If a person pardons others in pursuit of reward from his Lord, Allah Almighty 

will give him beyond what he expects, in this world and in the Hereafter. 

The Prophet (may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) is authentically 

reported to have said: “Allah increases the one who pardons in honor.” 

[Narrated by Muslim] Al-Nawawi (may Allah have mercy upon him) said: “A 

person who is known for his pardon and forgiveness grows in respect, prestige, 

and honor among people.” 

As the Umayyad Caliph ‘Abdul-Malik ibn Marawān was delivering a profound 

sermon, he stopped and cried hard. Then, he said: “O Lord, my sins are great, 

and only a small part of Your pardon is greater than them. So, remove with a 

little of Your pardon my great sins.” 

News of this reached Al-Hasan al-Basri, who wept and said: “If there were 

words to be written in gold, it would be these words.” 

A Bedouin once supplicated: “O Allah, You commanded us to pardon those 

who wrong us, and we have wronged ourselves, so pardon us.” 

And we supplicate You:  

ونَنه مَنَ ﴿ همۡ تَغۡفرَۡ لنََا وَترَۡحَمۡنَا لنََك  سَنَا وَإِن ل نف 
َ
 [ 23 :]الأعراف  ﴾ ٢٣لۡخَ سَرَينَ ٱقَالاَ رَبهنَا ظَلَمۡنَآ أ

{...Our Lord, we have wronged ourselves, and if You do not forgive us and have 
mercy upon us, we will surely be among the losers.} [Surat al-A‘rāf: 23] 
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O Allah, You are Pardoning and You love pardon, so pardon us, O the Most 

Merciful of those who show mercy! 

26 - 27 

Al-Ghafūr Al-Ghaffār (The All-Forgiving, the Superb 
Forgiver) 

Abu Tawīl came to the Prophet (may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) 

and said: “What do you think about a man who committed all sins, sparing 

nothing at all. Can he repent?” 

He said: “Have you embraced Islam?” He replied: “As for me, I testify 

that there is no god except Allah, alone with no partner, and that You are 

the Messenger of Allah.” He said: “Yes, do good deeds and give up bad 

ones, and Allah will turn them all into good deeds.” He said: “And my 

serious sins and indecent acts?” He said: “Yes.” Thereupon, he kept 

saying: “Allah is the Most Great” until he left. [Narrated by Al-Tabarāni with 

an authentic chain of narration] 

I supplicate Allah and ask for His pardon, 

and I know that He is Pardoning and Forgiving. 

If sins are great in the sight of people, 

they are indeed small compared to Allah’s mercy. 

We will talk now about one of the names of Allah, which when sinners and 

pious believers hear, their hearts feel attached to it and they become joyful and 

hopeful. It is the name “Al-Ghafūr” and “Al-Ghaffār”. 

Allah Almighty says:  

ناَ   ۞﴿
َ
ن يَٓ أ
َ
ور  ٱنَب ئَۡ عَبَادَيٓ أ  [ 49 :]الحجر ﴾ ٤٩لرهحَيم  ٱ لۡغَف 

{inform My servants that I am the All-Forgiving, the Most Merciful.} [Surat al-
Hijr: 49] 
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He also says: 

لۡت  ﴿ ْ ٱفَق  وا مۡ إنَهه   سۡتَغۡفرَ  ا   ۥرَبهك  ارّٗ  [ 10 :]نوح ﴾ ١٠كَانَ غَفه

{And said: “Ask forgiveness of your Lord. Indeed, He is ever a Superb Forgiver.} 
[Surat Nūh: 10] 

And He says: 

 [32 :]النجم ﴾ ... لمَۡغۡفرََةَ  ٱإنَه رَبهكَ وَ سَع   ۚ ....﴿

{...Indeed, your Lord is vast in forgiveness...} [Surat an-Najm: 32] 

“Ghafūr” and “Ghaffār” are derived from “ghafr”, which means concealment 

and covering. 

Our Lord, Exalted be He, is the One Who covers the sins of His servants, letting 

no one else see them, and Who pardons their misdeeds. 

Allah, Exalted be He, forgives their sins time after time, endlessly. Each time a 

person sins and repents, He forgives him. 

The door is open.. 

A man came to the Prophet (may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) and 

said: “O Messenger of Allah, one of us commits a sin.” He said: “It is 

recorded against him.” The man then said: “He asks forgiveness for it and 

repents.” The Prophet (may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) said: “He 

is forgiven and his repentance is accepted, and Allah does not get bored 

of that, but you get bored.” [Narrated by Al-Tabarāni and others; Hasan 

(sound)] 

He is the All-Forgiving. If a servant turns to Him with as many sins that could fill 

the earth, He will turn to him with as much forgiveness. 

He is vast in forgiveness, forgiving all sins except for associating partners with 

Him. 

Allah Almighty opens His door to all those who sin and repent. He says:  
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هذَينَ ٱق لۡ يَ عَبَادَيَ   ۞﴿ حۡمةََ    ل واْ مَن ره سَهَمۡ لاَ تَقۡنَط  نف 
َ
سۡرَف واْ علَىََٰٓ أ

َ
َ  ٱأ َ ٱإنَه    لِلّه ن وبَ ٱيَغۡفرَ     لِلّه   ۥجَمَيعًا  إنَهه    لذُّ

وَ  ور  ٱه   [53 :]الزمر   ﴾ ٥٣لرهحَيم  ٱ لۡغَف 
{Say: “O My servants who have transgressed against themselves [by sinning], 

do not despair of the mercy of Allah. Indeed, Allah forgives all sins. Indeed, He is 
the All-Forgiving, the Most Merciful.”} [Surat az-Zumar: 53] 

And from above the seven heavens, He addresses those who say that Allah is 

the third of three and calls them to repentance, so that He will forgive them. He 

says:  

فَلاَ يَت وب ونَ إلَيَ ﴿
َ
َ ٱأ ونهَ   لِلّه ورٞ رهحَيمٞ  لِلّه  ٱوَ   ۥ وَيسَۡتَغۡفَر   [ 74 :]المائدة  ﴾ ٧٤غَف 

{So will they not repent to Allah and seek His forgiveness? And Allah is All-
Forgiving, Most Merciful.} [Surat al-Mā’idah: 74] 

Allah Almighty forgives all sins, except when a person dies associating partners 

with Him  

َ ٱإنَه  ﴿ بهََ   لِلّه ي شۡرَكَ  ن 
َ
أ يَغۡفرَ   َ   ۦلاَ  ب ي شۡركَۡ  وَمَن  يشََاءٓ    لمََن  ذَ لكََ  د ونَ  مَا  َ ٱوَيَغۡفرَ   إثَۡمًا    فۡتَرَىَٰٓ ٱفَقَدَ    لِلّه

 [ 48 :]النساء  ﴾ ٤٨عَظَيمًا 

{Indeed, Allah does not forgive associating partners with Him, but He forgives 
what is less than that to whom He wills. And he who associates partners with 
Allah has indeed fabricated a tremendous sin.} [Surat an-Nisā’: 48] 

The verses in this regard are numerous. 

As for the Sunnah, here is a Qudsi Hadīth that reads: “Allah Almighty said: ‘O 

son of Adam, so long as you call upon Me and ask of Me, I shall forgive you 

whatever you have done, and I shall not mind. O son of Adam, were your sins to 

reach the clouds of the sky and were you then to ask forgiveness of Me, I shall 

forgive you, and I shall not mind. O son of Adam, were you to come to Me with 

sins nearly as great as the earth and were you then to meet Me, ascribing no 

partner to Me, I shall bring you forgiveness nearly as great as it is.’” [Narrated by 

Al-Tirmidhi; Sahīh (authentic)] 

This applies to a person who seeks forgiveness with a sincere intention and 

with determination not to turn back to sins. When he displays sincerity to his 
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Lord, He even turns his sins into good deeds, out of His great generosity and 

grace towards His servants. 

Do not despair! 

Righteous deeds expiate sins as Allah, Almighty says:  

ي ـَ َاتَ  ٱي ذۡهبَنَۡ  لحۡسََنَ تَ ٱإنَه  ....﴿  [114 :]هود ﴾ ... لسه

{...Indeed, good deeds do away with misdeeds...} [Surat Hūd: 114] 

The Prophet (may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) is authentically 

reported to have said: “Follow the sin with a good deed which will wipe it 

out.” [Narrated by Al-Tirmidhi; Hasan (sound)] 

Moreover, the afflictions and bad things that befall a person in his own self, or 

in his children, or in his wealth do expiate his sins, if he shows patience and 

contentment in pursuit of reward from his Lord. 

In fact, Allah becomes more joyful when one of His servants repents to Him 

than a person who lost his mount in a desert, with all his food and drink on it, 

and then found it. 

No matter how great your sin is or how frequently you commit it, Allah’s mercy 

is far greater as long as you keep asking for His forgiveness.  

 [ 156 :]الأعراف  ﴾ ....وَرَحۡمتَىَ وَسَعَتۡ ك له شَىۡءٖ   ...﴿

{...And My mercy encompasses all things...} [Surat al-A‘rāf: 156] 

The Prophet (may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) authentically 

reported that Allah Almighty said: “A servant committed a sin and he said: ‘O 

Allah, forgive my sin,’ and Allah said: ‘My servant committed a sin and 

then realized that he has a Lord Who forgives the sin and punishes for the 

sin.’ He then again committed a sin and said: ‘My Lord, forgive my sin,’ 

and Allah Almighty said: ‘My servant committed a sin and then realized 

that he has a Lord Who forgives the sin and punishes for the sin.’ He again 

committed a sin and said: ‘My Lord, forgive my sin,’ and Allah Almighty 

said: ‘My servant committed a sin and then realized that he has a Lord 
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Who forgives the sin and punishes for the sin. Do whatever you like for I 

have forgiven you.’” [Narrated by Muslim] That is as long as you repent and 

return to Him. 

Be humbly submissive to your Lord! 

The door of Allah is wide open to everyone who wants to repent and return to 

Him. He is ever Pardoning and Forgiving, and He promises to grant pardon and 

forgiveness to those who fulfill their requirements. He says:  

ا ث مه ﴿ ارٞ ل مََن تاَبَ وَءَامَنَ وعََمَلَ صَ لحَّٗ  [82 :]طه ﴾ ٨٢هۡتَدَى  ٱوَإِن يَ لغََفه

{And indeed, I am the Superb Forgiver of whoever repents and believes and 
does righteous deeds and then follows guidance.} [Surat Taha: 82] 

Even if your sins are too great and too many to be counted, ask Allah Almighty 

to forgive them all, for He knows and counts everything. This does not mean, 

however, that a Muslim may freely commit sins and misdeeds and act boldly 

against his Lord under the pretext that Allah is All-Forgiving and Most Merciful. 

Indeed, Allah Almighty says:  

ون واْ صَ لحََينَ فَإنَهه  ﴿ مۡ  إنَ تكَ  وسَك  عۡلمَ  بمََا فيَ ن ف 
َ
مۡ أ بُّك  ا  ۥره ورّٗ  [ 25 :]الإسراء ﴾ ٢٥كَانَ للَأَۡوه بيَنَ غَف 

{Your Lord is most knowing of what is within yourselves. If you should be 
righteous, then indeed He is All-Forgiving to those who constantly turn [to Him].} 
[Surat al-Isrā’: 25] 

Al-Fudayl ibn ‘Iyād (may Allah have mercy upon him) said: “Asking for 

forgiveness without giving up the sin is the repentance of liars.” 

The lifeline.. 

Allah Almighty commands all His servants, and notably His prophets, to seek 

forgiveness from Him:  

لۡت  ﴿ ْ ٱفَق  وا مۡ إنَهه   سۡتَغۡفرَ  ا   ۥرَبهك  ارّٗ  [ 10 :]نوح ﴾ ١٠كَانَ غَفه

{And said: “Ask forgiveness of your Lord. Indeed, He is ever Superb Forgiver.} 
[Surat Nūh: 10] 
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And the Prophet (may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) is authentically 

reported to have said: “By Allah, I ask Allah for forgiveness and repent to 

Him more than seventy times a day.” [Narrated by Al-Bukhāri] If this is the 

case with the prophets, then it is more appropriate and more necessary for 

those less in rank to ask for forgiveness. The Prophet (may Allah’s peace and 

blessings be upon him) said to ‘Ali ibn Abu Tālib (may Allah be pleased with him): 

“Shall I teach you some words which if you say, Allah will forgive you, 

even if you were already forgiven? Say: ‘La ilāha illallāh Al-‘Aliyy Al-‘Azhīm, 

la ilāha illallāh Al-Halīm Al-Karīm, la ilāha illallāh subhānallāh Rabb al-‘arsh 

al-‘azhīm (There is no god except Allah, the High, the Magnificent. There is 

no god except Allah, the Forbearing, the Generous. There is no god except 

Allah. Glory be to Allah, the Lord of the Magnificent Throne).’” [Narrated 

by Al-Tirmidhi; Sahīh (authentic)] ‘Ali (may Allah be pleased with him) said: “It is 

so strange how a person might get ruined while salvation is there with him.” He 

was asked: “What is it?” He said: “Asking Allah for forgiveness.” Qatādah (may 

Allah have mercy upon him) said: “The Qur’an informs you of your disease and 

your cure. The disease is sins, and the cure is seeking forgiveness from Allah.” 

Shaykh al-Islam (may Allah have mercy upon him) said: “Sins are a cause of 

trouble, and seeking forgiveness removes its causes, as Allah Almighty says:  

نتَ فيَهَمۡ  وَمَا كَانَ  لِلّه  ٱوَمَا كَانَ ﴿
َ
مۡ وَأ بَه  َ ونَ  لِلّه  ٱليَ عَذ  مۡ يسَۡتَغۡفرَ  مۡ وهَ  بَه  َ عَذ   [ 33 :]الأنفال ﴾ ٣٣م 

{...And Allah will not punish them while they are seeking forgiveness.} [Surat al-
Anfāl: 33] 

” Ibn Kathīr said: “Whoever assumes this attitude - i.e. seeking forgiveness, 

Allah will facilitate for him his sustenance and affairs and will preserve his 

strength.” 

I complain to You about sins which I admit. Before You question me on the Day 

of Judgment, I hope and implore You to forgive them. 

I hope that You, the Bestower of favors, will forgive and conceal them on the 

Day of Reckoning as You have concealed them on earth. 

It is noted that the phrase “there is no god except Allah” comes in association 

with seeking forgiveness in the verse that says:  
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نهه   عۡلَمۡ ٱفَ ﴿
َ
ها   ۥأ ؤۡمَنيَنَ  سۡتَغۡفرَۡ ٱوَ  لِلّه  ٱلآَ إلََ هَ إلَ  [19 :]محمد ﴾ ....لذََنۢبكََ وَللَۡم 

{So know that there is no god except Allah and ask forgiveness for your sin and 
for the believing men and believing women...} [seeking Muhammad: 19] 

“This is because monotheism erases the root of polytheism and seeking 

forgiveness erases its branches. 

The best praise of Allah is: “la ilāha illallāh” (there is no god except Allah), and 

the best supplication is: “astaghfirullāh” (I seek forgiveness from Allah). That is 

why Allah commanded the Prophet (may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon 

him) to adhere to monotheism and to ask forgiveness for himself and his fellow 

believing men and women.” 

O Allah, forgive us, our parents, and all Muslims, O Lord of the worlds! 

28 

Al-Kabīr (The Great) 

At the doorstep.. 

Your Lord is the Owner of might and dominion, the Great, the Exalted. Place 

your needs at His door and stand in humble submission before Him. He will fulfill 

your needs, remove your illness, repay your debt, relieve your distress, and put a 

smile on your face. 

He is Allah, the Great, Exalted be He. 

With your Lord, the Great, your wishes will turn into realities. 

And your aspirations, no matter how great they may be, are too easy. 

And your desires will be fulfilled, along with everything you long for. 

He is the Great Lord, to Whom everyone in fear or distress turns. He is Allah, 

the Great,  

هَ دَةَ ٱوَ  لۡغَيۡبَ ٱعَ لمَ  ﴿ تَعَالَ ٱ لكَۡبيَر  ٱ لشه  [ 9 :]الرعد ﴾ ٩لمۡ 
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{[He is] Knower of the unseen and the seen, the Great, the Exalted.} [Surat ar-
Ra‘d: 9] 

Our Lord is the Great and the Exalted. None and nothing whatsoever is greater 

or more magnificent than He is.  

واْ  ﴿ قَدَر  َ ٱوَمَا  َ   لِلّه قدَۡرهَ رۡض  ٱوَ   ۦحَقه 
َ
قَبۡضَت ه    لأۡ ا  مَ وَ ت  ٱوَ   لقَۡيَ مَةَٱيوَۡمَ     ۥجَمَيعّٗ بيََمَينهََ   لسه   ﴾ ....   ۦ مَطۡويَه ت   

 [ 67 :]الزمر

{They have not appraised Allah with true appraisal, while the earth entirely will 
be [within] His grip on the Day of Judgment, and the heavens will be folded in His 
right hand...} [Surat az-Zumar: 67] 

Our Lord, Exalted be He, is great in His attributes, which comprise all 

perfection, majesty, and magnificence. None is like, similar, or equal to Him in 

terms of His perfect attributes. 

Our Lord is also great in His actions. His magnificent creation attests to His 

magnificent actions,  

مَ وَ تَ ٱلخَلَقۡ  ﴿ رۡضَ ٱوَ  لسه
َ
كۡبَر  مَنۡ خَلقَۡ  لأۡ

َ
اسَ ٱأ كۡثَرَ  لنه

َ
اسَ ٱوَلَ كَنه أ ونَ  لنه  [ 57 :]غافر ﴾ ٥٧لاَ يَعۡلَم 

{The creation of the heavens and the earth is indeed greater than the creation 
of mankind; yet, most people do not know.} [Surat Ghāfir: 57] 

Our Lord is the Great and Majestic God, the Owner of Pride, beside Whose 

majesty and greatness everything great becomes so insignificant. 

Our Lord is Great and far Exalted above all deficiencies, imperfections, and 

defects. 

Moreover, He is Exalted above any evil or injustice.  

تَعَالَ ٱ لكَۡبيَر  ٱ ...﴿  [9 :]الرعد ﴾ ٩لمۡ 

{...The Great, the Exalted.} [Surat ar-Ra‘d: 9] 

نهه  ﴿
َ
بأَ م  د عَىَ     ۥٓذَ لكَ  بهََ    ۥوحَۡدَه    لِلّه  ٱإذََا  ي شۡرَكۡ  وَإِن  فَ   ۦكَفَرۡت مۡ    ْ َ    لحۡ كۡم  ٱت ؤۡمَن وا   ﴾١٢لۡكَبيَرَ ٱ  لۡعَلىَ َ ٱلَِلّه

 [ 12 :]غافر
{...So the judgment is with Allah, the High, the Great.} [Surat Ghāfir: 12] 
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All praise belongs to You and all blessings and the dominion belong to You, our 

Lord. 

None is ever more glorious than You. 

Glory be to the One Who is not appraised properly by His servants, 

the One and Only God, established above the Throne. 

The minds are falling short in this regard. 

Allah Almighty is greater than everything and too great to be encompassed in 

our knowledge.  

ونَ بهََ ﴿ حَيط  مۡ وَلاَ ي  يدَۡيهَمۡ وَمَا خَلفَۡه 
َ
ا  ۦيَعۡلَم  مَا بَينَۡ أ  [110 :]طه ﴾ ١١٠عَلۡمّٗ

{...But they do not encompass it in knowledge.} [Surat Taha: 110] 

Allah Almighty is so great that we cannot know the nature of His essence and 

attributes. That is why we are forbidden from contemplating Allah, as we cannot 

grasp Him with our small and limited minds. The Prophet (may Allah’s peace and 

blessings be upon him) said: “Think about the blessings of Allah, but do not 

think about Allah Almighty.” [Narrated by Al-Tabarāni; Sahīh (authentic)] The 

true measure of His majesty is only known to Him and unknown to all else, 

including the close angels and prophets. He keeps this to Himself alone. 

The most profound phrase.. 

Allah Almighty is greater than everything, in terms of His essence, status, 

might, and majesty. That is why it is said that the most profound phrase used by 

the Arabs for exaltation of the Almighty Lord is “Allāhu Akbar” (Allah is the Most 

Great). This is because it denotes a more perfect meaning than greatness. So, 

when we say: “Allāhu Akbar”, this comprises greatness and more. 

It is for this reason that this phrase “Allāhu Akbar” (Allah is the Most Great) is 

used in prayer and Adhān. Indeed, it is more profound than “Allāhu A‘zham”. 

The Prophet (may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) said: “Allah 

Almighty said: ‘Pride is My robe, and majesty is My lower garment. If 

anyone disputes with Me over any of them, I will throw him in Hellfire.’” 
[Narrated by Abu Dāwūd; Sahīh (authentic)] Imam Ibn Taymiyyah (may Allah 
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have mercy upon him) said: “He likens His majesty to the lower garment and His 

pride to the robe, and it is known that the robe is higher in rank. So, this denotes 

that pride is more profound than majesty.” 

The key to approaching the King: 

Hence, this phrase was prescribed for commencing prayer. In prayer, a Muslim 

is like a slave who enters upon the king. So, he is instructed to use the best 

phrase, namely “Allāhu Akbar”. It is as if he is saying: Allah is the Most Great; 

thereby, I enter the place of my Lord, Creator, and Provider, and Allah is greater 

than all the worldly preoccupations. If a person says this phrase sincerely from 

his heart, bearing its meaning in mind, he will develop a sense of exaltation for 

his Lord and a feeling of modesty and submission towards Him, which will 

prevent him from getting preoccupied with anything apart from the Almighty 

Lord. Given the significance of this phrase, it is present in numerous acts of 

worship, aiming at winning Allah’s approval. Ibn al-Qayyim (may Allah have 

mercy upon him) said: “ 

َنَ  ...﴿ َ ٱوَرضَۡوَ نٞ م  كۡبَر    لِلّه
َ
 [72 :]التوبة  ﴾  ....أ

{...And approval from Allah is greater...} [Surat at-Tawbah: 72]. 

Indeed, Allah’s approval towards a servant is greater than Paradise and all that 

it contains, since approval is an attribute of Allah, whereas Paradise is His 

creation.” 

The honorable is the one who takes refuge in the Great Lord .. 

When “Allāhu Akbar” fills a believer’s heart, he takes pride in it and trusts and 

relies upon his Lord, and everything becomes so small in his eyes compared to 

the pride and majesty of Allah. 

Biographers said: “After Al-Hajjāj had offered two Rak‘ahs behind the Maqām, 

a poor man from Yemen came and performed Tawāf around the Ka‘bah. During 

his Tawāf, a harpoon got stuck to his clothing and then fell on Al-Hajjāj’s body, 

causing him to panic. He said: ‘Hold him!’ The soldiers held the poor Yemeni. He 

said: ‘Bring him near.’ Al-Hajjāj then said: ‘Do you know me?’ He replied: ‘I do 

not know you.’ Al-Hajjāj said: ‘Who is your governor in Yemen?’ He said: 
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‘Muhammad ibn Yūsuf - the brother of Al-Hajjāj - who is unjust like him, or even 

worse.’ He said: ‘Do you not know that I am his brother?’ The man wondered: 

‘Are you Al-Hajjāj?’ He replied in the affirmative. Thereupon, the poor man said: 

‘How evil you are! And how evil your brother is!’ He asked: ‘How did you leave 

my brother in Yemen?’ He replied: ‘I left him full and fat.’ Al-Hajjāj said: ‘I am not 

asking you about his health, but about his justice.’ The man said: ‘I left him 

oppressive and unjust.’ Thereupon, he said: ‘Do you not know that he is my 

brother?’ He said: ‘Do you think, O Hajjāj, that your brother derives more power 

from you than the power I derive from the One and Only God?’” Tāwūs - the 

narrator - said: “By Allah, this made my hair stand on end! Then, Al-Hajjāj set this 

man free, and he began to perform Tawāf around the Ka‘bah, fearing none but 

Allah.” 

There are people whose shrouds are dyed with the blood of sacrifice. 

From the spring of “Allāhu Akbar” they drank. 

-- 

-- 

No grave matter, hardship, or great distress could ever be hard for Allah, the 

Great. 

So, the Great is Allah Almighty, and any other great one you have seen or 

heard about is nothing but a slave to Allah, Who is the Most Great. Hence, no 

distress can escape the power and will of Allah, the Owner of honor, pride, and 

majesty. 

Allah, the Great Lord, is the One Who will turn your problems into solutions, 

your pains into wellbeing, your dreams into realities, and your tears into smiles. 

So, hold onto the rope of Allah, 

for He is the real support for you, while others will fail you. 

O Allah, we implore You by Your name “Al-Kabīr” to bestow upon us the favor 

of entering Paradise and being saved from Hellfire. 

29 - 30 - 31 
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Al-A‘la Al-‘Aliyy Al-Muta‘āl (The Most High - the High - 
the Exalted) 

If any disaster, distress, or serious problem hits us hard, our hearts turn to the 

Most High Lord, our hands are raised to the High God, and we look towards the 

sky waiting for relief from the High, the Most High, the Exalted Lord. 

Our Lord is the High, the Most High, the Exalted. He says:  

وَ   ....﴿  [ 255 :]البقرة ﴾ ٢٥٥لۡعَظَيم  ٱ لۡعَلىَُّ ٱوهَ 
{...And He is the High, the Magnificent.} [Surat al-Baqarah: 255] 

He also says: 

علۡىَٱرَب كََ  سۡمَ ٱسَب حََ ﴿
َ
 [ 1]الأعلى:  ﴾١لأۡ

{Glorify the name of your Lord, the Most High.} [Surat al-A‘la: 1] 

And He says:  

هَ دَةَ ٱوَ  لۡغَيۡبَ ٱعَ لمَ  ﴿ تَعَالَ ٱ لكَۡبيَر  ٱ لشه  [ 9 :]الرعد ﴾ ٩لمۡ 

{[He is] Knower of the unseen and the seen, the Great, the Exalted.} [Surat ar-
Ra‘d: 9] 

Our Lord the High, the Most High, the Exalted, is higher than all. Indeed, 

absolute Highness from all aspects belongs to Him. 

* He is High in His essence, as He is established above His Throne, distinct from 

His creation, and Exalted above all beings.  

 [5 :]طه ﴾ ٥سۡتَوَى  ٱ لۡعَرۡشَ ٱعلَىَ  لرهحۡمَ ن  ٱ﴿
{The Most Compassionate rose above the Throne.} [Surat Taha: 5] 

* He is High in His status. Indeed, He is Exalted and possesses all attributes of 

perfection, beauty, and majesty. None of His creation has anything similar, 

equivalent, or close. His servants cannot even encompass one single attribute of 

His.  
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ونَ بهََ ﴿ حَيط  مۡ وَلاَ ي  يدَۡيهَمۡ وَمَا خَلفَۡه 
َ
ا  ۦيَعۡلَم  مَا بَينَۡ أ  [110 :]طه ﴾ ١١٠عَلۡمّٗ

{...And they do not encompass Him in knowledge.} [Surat Taha: 110] 

* He is High in His vanquishing power. He vanquished everything, and all 

beings are humbly submissive to Him and subject to His authority, dominance, 

and majesty.  

وَ ﴿ َ  لقَۡاهرَ  ٱوهَ   [ 18 :]الأنعام ﴾ ...ۦفَوۡقَ عَبَادهَ

{And He is the Vanquisher over His servants...} [Surat al-An‘ām: 18] 

Above the heavens, and upon the Throne, He is High, 

being separate and distinct from the whole creation. 

He possesses perfect and sublime attributes. 

All praise is due to Him. 

Where is Allah? 

The great Companion Mu‘āwiyah ibn al-Hakam al-Sulami (may Allah be pleased 

with him) reported: “I had a bondmaid who tended my sheep by the side of 

Mount Uhud. One day, I happened to pass that way and found that a wolf had 

taken a goat from her flock. I am, after all, a man from the children of Adam and 

I felt sorry - angry - as they feel sorry. So, I slapped her. 

I came to the Messenger of Allah (may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon 

him) and he informed me that what I did was something grievous. I said: ‘O 

Messenger of Allah, should I set her free?’ He said: ‘Bring her to me.’ So, I 

brought her to him. He said to her: ‘Where is Allah?’ She said: ‘In the 

heaven.’ He said: ‘Who am I?’ She said: ‘You are the Messenger of Allah.’ 

Thereupon, He said: ‘Set her free, for she is a believer.’” [Narrated by 

Muslim] Saying that Allah is in the heaven means that He is Exalted above the 

heaven. The preposition “in” here actually means “on”, like the verse that says:  

وعَ  ...﴿ ذ  مۡ فيَ ج  صَل بََنهك 
 
 [71 :]طه ﴾ .... لنهخۡلَ ٱوَلأَ

{...And I will crucify you in the trunks of palm trees...} [Surat Taha: 71] 
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 “In” in this verse also means “on” - on the trunks of palm trees. We should not 

have the mistaken idea that the heaven encompasses Allah Almighty. Indeed, He 

is far exalted and greater than being encompassed by anything of His creation. 

Let us pause here for a while, dear readers. Is it permissible for us to describe 

Allah Almighty by the opposite of what He described Himself with, like Him being 

present everywhere? 

In Majmū‘ al-Fatāwa, Shaykh al-Islam Ibn Taymiyyah (may Allah have mercy 

upon him) said: “Allah Almighty described Himself as the High and the Most 

High, which is an attribute of praise and exaltation because it is an attribute of 

perfection; just as He praised Himself as the Magnificent, the All-Knowing, the 

Omnipotent, the All-Mighty, the Forbearing, the Ever-Living, the All-Sustainer, 

etc. 

So, it is not permissible to describe Him by the opposite of these attributes. For 

example, we may not ascribe to Him the opposite of highness, which is lowliness, 

or the opposite of strength, which is weakness. 

Indeed, He is far exalted above such imperfections and deficiencies that 

contradict the attributes of perfection established for Him.” 

Part of monotheism is to believe that Allah is High and Exalted above the 

heavens and truly established above the Throne 

He is indeed above everything, and it could not be otherwise, as He is 

managing all the worlds. 

Allah Almighty says:  

م   ﴿ هذَيٱ  لِلّه  ٱإنَه رَبهك  مَ وَ تَ ٱخَلقََ    ل رۡضَ ٱوَ   لسه
َ
يهامٖ ث مه    لأۡ

َ
  :]الأعراف  ﴾ .....  لۡعَرۡشَ  ٱعلَىَ    سۡتَوَى  ٱفيَ سَتهةَ أ

54] 

{Indeed, your Lord is Allah, Who created the heavens and earth in six days and 
then rose over the Throne...} [Surat al-A‘rāf: 54] 

Allah Almighty mentions that Jibrīl (Gabriel) and the angels descend to earth. 

He says:  

ل  ﴿ وح  ٱوَ  لمَۡلََٰٓئكََة  ٱتَنَزه مۡرٖ  لرُّ
َ
َ أ
َن ك ل   [4 :]القدر ﴾ ٤فيَهَا بإَذَۡنَ رَب هََم م 
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{The angels and the Spirit descend therein by permission of their Lord for every 
matter.} [Surat al-Qadr: 4] 

Descent can only happen from a high place. He also mentions that the angels 

ascend to Him:  

ج  ﴿ وح  ٱوَ  لمَۡلََٰٓئكََة  ٱتَعۡر  ه   لرُّ لفَۡ سَنَةٖ   ۥإلَيَۡهَ فيَ يَوۡمٖ كَانَ مَقۡدَار 
َ
 [ 4 :]المعارج ﴾ ٤خَمسَۡينَ أ

{The angels and the Spirit will ascend to Him during a Day the extent of which 
is fifty thousand years.} [Surat al-Ma‘ārij: 4] 

Allah Almighty also mentions that pious acts and good speech ascend to Him. 

He says:  

ي بَ  ٱ لۡكلَمَ  ٱإلَيَۡهَ يصَۡعَد   .....﴿ ه   لصه لحَ  ٱ لۡعَمَل  ٱوَ  لطه  [10  :]فاطر ﴾ ....  ۥ يرَۡفَع 
{...To Him ascends good speech, and righteous work raises it...} [Surat Fātir: 10] 

So, to whom the deeds are raised? 

If Allah Almighty Himself were everywhere, why would there be sending down, 

descent and the like?! 

Our Lord is far exalted above having anyone similar or equal to Him. 

And He is far exalted above having a wife or children.  

نهه  ﴿
َ
خَذَ ٱتعََ لىَ  جَدُّ رَب نََا مَا   ۥوَأ ا ته  [3 :]الجن ﴾ ٣صَ حَبَةّٗ وَلاَ وَلدَّٗ

{And that exalted is the nobleness of our Lord; He has not taken a wife or a 
son.} [Surat al-Jinn: 3] 

Moreover, Allah Almighty is far exalted above having a partner in His divinity.  

لهَ  ﴿ جَعَلاَ  ا  صَ لحَّٗ مَا  ءَاتىَ ه  آ  فَتَعَ لىَ     ۥفَلَمه مَا   ءَاتىَ ه  فيَمَآ  رَكَاءَٓ  ونَ   لِلّه  ٱ ش  ي شۡرَك  ا    :]الأعراف        ﴾ ١٩٠عَمه
190] 

{But when He gives them a good [child], they ascribe partners to Him 
concerning that which He has given them. Exalted is Allah above what they 
associate with Him.} [Surat al-A‘rāf: 190] 



  

 

134 

The path.. 

Whoever knows the meanings of the three names: (Al-‘Aliyy, Al-A‘la, Al-

Muta‘āli) will realize that Allah Almighty is High by the attributes of perfection, 

Exalted above any defect or deficiency, and Higher than His creation. 

Whoever grasps this fact, in terms of knowledge and servitude, will feel self-

sufficient, honorable, and strong by his Lord.  

 [57  :]مريم ﴾ ٥٧وَرَفَعۡنَ ه  مَكَاناً عَليًَّا ﴿

{And We raised him to a high station.} [Surat Maryam: 57] 

High status, in both the worldly life and the Hereafter, can be attained by: 

Faith:  

تهََ ﴿
ۡ
ا قَدۡ عَمَلَ  ۦوَمَن يأَ ؤۡمَنّٗ م   لصه لحََ تَ ٱم  وْلََٰٓئكََ لهَ 

 
رَجَ ت  ٱفأَ لىَ  ٱ لده  [ 75 :]طه ﴾ ٧٥لۡع 

{But whoever comes to Him as a believer having done righteous deeds - for 
them there will be the highest degrees.} [Surat Taha: 75] 

Knowledge:  

هذَينَ ٱ لِلّه  ٱيرَۡفعََ  ....﴿ مۡ وَ  ل هذَينَ ٱءَامَن واْ مَنك  وت واْ   ل
 
 [ 11 :]المجادلة ﴾  …دَرَجَ تٖ   لۡعَلۡمَ ٱأ

{...Allah will raise those who have believed among you and those who were 
given knowledge, by ranks...} [ِSurat al-Mujādilah: 11] 

Humility: The Prophet (may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) is 

authentically reported to have said: “None acts humbly for the sake of Allah 

except that Allah elevates him.” [Narrated by Muslim] When one of the 

Companions (may Allah be pleased with them) asked companionship of the 

Prophet (may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) in Paradise, he said to 

him: “Help me achieve this for you by frequent prostration.” [Narrated by 

Muslim] In prostration, we say: “Subhāna rabbiya al-A‘la (Glory be to my Lord, 

the Most High).” Allah Almighty says:  

 

علۡىَٱرَب كََ  سۡمَ ٱسَب حََ ﴿
َ
 [1 :]الأعلى  ﴾ ١لأۡ
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{Glorify the name of your Lord, the Most High.} [Surat al-A‘la: 1] 

Commenting on this Dhikr in prostration, some said that it denotes the utmost 

submission and humility on the servant’s part through the noblest part in him, 

namely his face, as he puts it on dust. So, when he is at the lowest level, as 

required by prostration, it is appropriate for him to describe his Lord as the Most 

High. 

Hence, prostration is the position in which a person is closest to the Almighty 

Lord. The Prophet (may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) said: “The 

closest the servant is to his Lord when his is in prostration. So, increase 

supplication (therein).” [Narrated by Muslim] 

You have achieved your wish.. 

As it becomes known that the world and its affairs are managed by the Most 

High Lord in Whose hand the dominion of the heavens and the earth is, so you 

who are sick, the Healer is in the heaven; O you who are needy, the Self-

Sufficient is in the heaven; O you who are sad, the One Who consoles hearts is in 

the heaven; O you who are sterile, the Bestower is in the heaven; O you who are 

in debt, the All-Provider is in the heaven; O you who are distressed, the One 

Who gives relief is in the heaven. 

So, turn your face and heart towards the heaven and supplicate to your Lord, 

the Most High; and rejoice and be hopeful, for He says from above the seven 

heavens:  

جَيب  دَعۡوَةَ  ﴿
 
ۖ أ لكََ عَبَادَي عَن ىَ فَإنَ يَ قرَيَب 

َ
اعَ ٱوَإِذَا سَأ مۡ   لده إذََا دَعاَنَ  فَليۡسَۡتَجَيب واْ ليَ وَليۡ ؤۡمَن واْ بيَ لعََلهه 
ونَ  د   [ 186 :]البقرة  ﴾ ١٨٦يرَۡش 

{And when My servants ask you concerning Me - indeed I am near. I respond to 
the invocation of the supplicant when he calls upon Me. So let them respond to 
Me [by obedience] and believe in Me, so that they may be [rightly] guided.} 
[Surat al-Baqarah: 186] 

Praise be to You, the Owner of bounty, glory, and highness. 

Blessed are You; You give and withhold from whomever You will. 
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My Lord, my sins are too many and great, 

but Your pardon is greater and more vast. 

My Lord, You see my condition and know my need and weakness. 

And You know my secret talk and innermost thoughts. 

My Lord, if You leave or exclude me, 

for whom would I possibly hope, and who would intercede for me? 

O Allah, we implore You by Your name “Al-A‘la” to elevate us in this world and 

in the Hereafter. 

32 - 33 

Al-Qāhir Al-Qahhār (The Vanquisher - the Superb 
Vanquisher) 

Abu Hurayrah (may Allah be pleased with him) said: “Pharaoh fastened the 

hands and feet of his wife to four wedges. Whenever they were pulled 

away to make her suffer, the angels would cover her. Thereupon, she 

said:  

هذَينَ ءَامَن واْ    لِلّه  ٱوَضَرَبَ  ﴿ تَ ٱ مَثَلّٗا ل لَ
َ
َ    مۡرَأ ا فيَ    بنَۡ ٱ فرَعَۡوۡنَ إذَۡ قَالتَۡ رَب  وَنَج َنىَ مَن   لجَۡنهةَٱليَ عَندَكَ بيَۡتّٗ

 [ 11 :]التحريم ﴾ ١١لظه لمََينَ ٱ لقَۡوۡمَ ٱوَنَج َنىَ مَنَ  ۦفرَعَۡوۡنَ وعََمَلهََ 

{...My Lord, build for me near You a house in Paradise and save me from 
Pharaoh and his deeds and save me from the wrongdoing people.} [Surat 
at-Tahrīm: 11] 

” [Narrated by Abu Ya‘la; Sahīh (authentic)] 

From the room of the tyrant Pharaoh, one of the world’s best women did 

emerge; and from his palace Mūsa (Moses) (peace be upon him) came out. 

That is the Pharaoh who said:  

مۡ وَنسَۡتَحۡىَ   ....﴿ بۡنَاءَٓه 
َ
ونَ  ۦقَالَ سَن قَت لَ  أ مۡ قَ هَر  مۡ وَإِنها فَوقَۡه   [ 127 :]الأعراف ﴾ ١٢٧نسََاءَٓه 
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{...We will kill their sons and keep their women alive; and indeed, we are 
dominant over them.} [Surat al-A‘rāf: 127] 

In response, Allah, the Superb Vanquisher, vanquished this tyrant and made 

him a lesson and sign for the succeeding generations.  

َنَ    ليَۡوۡمَ ٱفَ ﴿ م  ا  كَثيَرّٗ وَإِنه  ءَايةَّٗ   خَلفَۡكَ  لمََنۡ  ونَ  لتََك  ببََدَنكََ  يكَ  َ اسَ ٱن نَج  لغََ فَل ونَ    لنه ءَايَ تنََا    ﴾ ٩٢عَنۡ 
 [ 92 :]يونس

{So today We will save your body, so that you may be a sign to those who 
succeed you. And indeed, most people are heedless of Our signs.} [Surat Yūnus: 
92] 

Allah Almighty praises His sublime essence saying:  

وَ ﴿ َ  لقَۡاهرَ  ٱوهَ  وَ   ۦ فَوۡقَ عَبَادهَ  [ 18 :]الأنعام ﴾ ١٨ لخۡبَيَر  ٱ لحۡكََيم  ٱوهَ 

{And He is the Vanquisher over His servants. And He is the All-Wise, the All-
Aware.} [Surat al-An‘ām: 18] 

Our Lord is the Vanquisher by His might and power, and He is the Disposer of 

everything in the universe. Nothing can repel His will. 

He vanquished tyrants and broke kings, and to Him everyone, all creatures, all 

faces, and every difficulty became humbly submissive and stood in humility 

before His pride and majesty. 

It is our Lord, Exalted be He, to Whom all creatures yield and submit, and 

before Whose utmost power and might they stand in humiliation. 

He is the Vanquisher of the entire universe, including the upper and the lower 

worlds. Nothing happens or remains still in this universe without His permission. 

Whatever He wills comes to pass, and whatever He does not will never happens. 

This is the meaning of the two names: Al-Qāhir and Al-Qahhār. 

Being the Vanquisher entails being Ever-Living, All-Mighty, and Able. 

The creation and creatures, on the other hand, are vanquished, dominated, 

and subject to Allah’s power and authority. 
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He is the Superb Vanquisher: 

Who responds to those in distress when they supplicate Him and removes the 

harm from them? Who gives life back to the rotten bones and repeats the 

creation as He made it in the first place? Who supports the oppressed and helps 

the weak? 

Our Lord is the Vanquisher, the All-Wise. He does not create anything for no 

purpose, does not neglect anything, and does not accept any act or legislate any 

law except for a wise purpose, whether it is known or not. 

To You the whole matter returns. 

And from You hopes and glad tidings are received. 

So, who is worthy of being worshiped as the One God? It is definitely Allah, the 

Superb Vanquisher, to Whom none is equal. 

Prophet Yūsuf (Joseph) (peace be upon him) used this reasoning in his 

argument with his two fellow prisoners. He said:  

جۡنَ ٱيَ صَ حَبَىَ ﴿ َ مَ  لس 
َ
َق ونَ خَيۡر  أ تَفَر  رۡبَابٞ مُّ

َ
ار  ٱ لۡوَ حَد  ٱ لِلّه  ٱءَأ  [ 39 :]يوسف  ﴾ ٣٩ لقَۡهه

{O [my] two companions of prison, are separate lords better or Allah, the One, 
the Superb Vanquisher?} [Surat Yūsuf: 39] 

Have you ever seen a vanquished person who can bring himself any good or 

avert from himself any harm? So, how could we ask from and rely upon weak 

and vanquished beings, apart from Allah, the One, the Superb Vanquisher?! 

When the Prophet (may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) got up from 

sleep suddenly, he would make this supplication: “La ilāha illallāh Al-Wāhid Al-

Qahhār, Rabbu as-samāwāti wa al-ardi wa ma baynahuma Al-‘Azīz Al-

Ghaffār (There is no god but Allah, the One, the Superb Vanquisher, the 

Lord of the heavens and the earth and what is between them, the All-

Mighty, the Superb Forgiver).” [Narrated by Ibn Hibbān; Sahīh (authentic)] 

Entrust your affairs to Him.. 

As the believer knows that Allah is the One, the Superb Vanquisher, he 

declares his submission to Him, entrusts his affairs to Him, relies upon Him, and 
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extols none and fears none but Him. He no longer fears the helpless created 

beings, even if they claim to possess power and might. 

When faith entered the hearts of the magicians of Pharaoh and they knew that 

Allah is the One, the Superb Vanquisher, their response to Pharaoh’s threat was:  

نقَلبَ ونَ ﴿  [ 50 :]الشعراء  ﴾ ٥٠قَال واْ لاَ ضَيۡرَۖ إنَهآ إلَيَ  رَب نََا م 

{They said: “No harm. Indeed, to our Lord we will return.”} [Surat ash-Shu‘arā’: 
50] 

Allah Almighty is the Vanquisher of tyrants and sinners:  

وَ ﴿ َ  لقَۡاهرَ  ٱوهَ  وَ   ۦ فَوۡقَ عَبَادهَ  [ 18 :]الأنعام ﴾ ١٨ لخۡبَيَر  ٱ لحۡكََيم  ٱوهَ 
{And He is the Vanquisher over His servants. And He is the All-Wise, the All-

Aware.} [Surat al-An‘ām: 18] 

He Vanquished the people of Nūh (Noah) with the flood, the people of Sālih 

with the outcry, the people of ‘Ād with the storm, the people of Lūt (Lot) with 

the stones, the people of Qārūn with sinking inside the earth, the people of 

Saba’ with hunger, thirst, and extreme poverty, and He vanquished the Children 

of Israel with fear, dominance of their enemies, prevalent killings, and some of 

them were subject to transformation and plague. The vanquishing power of 

Allah Almighty is quite apparent.  

ونَ   ....﴿ مۡ يَظۡلمَ  سَه  نف 
َ
مۡ وَلَ كَن كَان وٓاْ أ  [118 :]النحل ﴾ ١١٨وَمَا ظَلَمۡنَ ه 

{...And We did not wrong them, but they were wronging themselves.} [Surat 
an-Nahl: 118] 

The power of Allah dominates and crushes the power of all created beings.  

لۡك  ٱل مََنَ  ...﴿ ۖ ٱ لمۡ  َ  ليَۡوۡمَ ارَ ٱ لۡوَ حَدَ ٱلَِلّه  [ 16 :]غافر     ﴾ ١٦ لقَۡهه
{...To whom belongs sovereignty this Day? To Allah, the One, the Superb 

Vanquisher.} [Surat Ghāfir: 16] 

Al-Rāzi (may Allah have mercy upon him) said: “Where will the tyrants and 

powerful kings be when this statement will be made? 
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And where will the prophets, messengers, and close angels be when this 

reproach will be proclaimed? 

Where will the people of misguidance and atheism as well as the followers of 

guidance and monotheism be? 

Where will Adam and his progeny be? 

Where will Satan and his followers be? 

It is as if they will be destroyed and non-existent! 

The souls depart the bodies, the bodies decay and get rotten, and all bonds are 

severed, and only Allah remains and will remain forever.” 

Not all issues are necessarily settled in worldly life. Some grievances will be 

dealt with again on the Day of Judgment. This truth is so hard and bitter for the 

unjust people.  

نآَ إلَيَ   ....﴿ نه مَرَده
َ
َ ٱوَأ  [ 43 :]غافر ﴾ .... لِلّه

{...And indeed, our return is to Allah...} [Surat Ghāfir: 43] 

Al-Shāfi‘i said: “There is a verse in the Qur’an that is considered as an arrow 

settled within the heart of the wrongdoers and a source of relief for the heart of 

the wronged.” It was said: “What is it?” He said: “ 

ا  ...﴿  [ 64 :]مريم ﴾ ٦٤وَمَا كَانَ رَبُّكَ نسََي ّٗ

{...And never is your Lord forgetful.} [Surat Maryam: 64]” 

O Allah, the Owner of power and might, keep us safe from the evil of the 

wicked and the cunning plots of the transgressors. 

34 

Al-Wahhāb (The Bestower) 

And one of His names is the Bestower. 

Look at His favors and gifts at all times. 
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The dwellers of the heavens and the earth never cease 

to receive these blessings from Him. 

Praising Himself, Allah Almighty says:  

مۡ خَزَائٓنَ  رَحۡمةََ رَب كََ ﴿ مۡ عَندَه 
َ
عَزيَزَ ٱأ

ابَ ٱ لۡ  [ 9 :]ص  ﴾ ٩لوۡهَه
{Or do they have the depositories of the mercy of your Lord, the All-Mighty, 

the Bestower?} [Surat Sād: 9] 

Our Lord, Exalted be He, is the Generous Bestower of gifts, which encompass 

all beings in the heavens and the earth. His giving and blessings are ceaseless. He 

gives without being asked and bestows favors without any means on the part of 

His servants.  

نتَ ﴿
َ
نكَ رَحۡمةًَ  إنَهكَ أ هد  اب  ٱرَبهنَا لاَ ت زغَۡ ق ل وبَنَا بَعۡدَ إذَۡ هَدَيتَۡنَا وهََبۡ لنََا مَن ل  [ 8]آل عمران:  ﴾٨لوۡهَه

{Our Lord, let not our hearts deviate after You have guided us and grant us 
from Yourself mercy. Indeed, You are the Bestower.} [Surat Ᾱl-‘Imrān: 8] 

مۡ خَزَائٓنَ  رَحۡمةََ رَب كََ ﴿ مۡ عَندَه 
َ
عَزيَزَ ٱأ

ابَ ٱ لۡ  [ 9]ص:  ﴾٩لوۡهَه

{Or do they have the depositories of the mercy of your Lord, the All-Mighty, 
the Bestower?} [Surat Sād: 9] 

He is the Bestower: 

Glory be to Him, a Magnificent Creator and a Generous Bestower! 

Generosity and bounty are among His greatest attributes, and His giving never 

ceases. Could there ever be someone who is more bountiful than He is?! 

His servants disobey Him but He watches over them, and He still preserves and 

takes care of them as they move and sleep as if they did not commit sins. He 

bestows His favors even upon sinners and wrongdoers. 

Who supplicated Him and did not receive an answer? Who asked from Him 

and was not granted his request? Who stood at His door and got rejected? 

Glory be to the One Who fulfills wishes lying within the heart yet not uttered 

by the tongue! 
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Glory be to Him! He guarantees the provision for all the worlds. 

In fact, the favors of Allah Almighty are successively bestowed upon us since 

we were mere drops of sperm inside our mothers’ wombs. Then, He gave us the 

hearing and eyesight and breathed life into us. Then, He gave us food and drink 

and endowed us with homes, provisions, and everything we need. 

Allah Almighty says to His servant:  

هه  ﴿ لمَۡ نَجۡعَل ل
َ
 [ 10-8 :]البلد ﴾ ١٠لنهجۡدَينَۡ ٱوهََدَينَۡ ه   ٩وَلسََانّٗا وَشَفَتَينَۡ  ٨عَيۡنَينَۡ   ۥأ

{Have We not made for him two eyes? And a tongue and two lips? And have 
shown him the two ways?} [Surat al-Balad: 8-10] 

هَا  ۞﴿ يُّ
َ
أ نت م   لنهاس  ٱيََٰٓ

َ
قَرَاءٓ  ٱأ َۖ ٱإلَيَ   لۡف  وَ  لِلّه  ٱوَ  لِلّه  [ 15 :]فاطر ﴾ ١٥لحۡمََيد  ٱ  لۡغَنىَُّ ٱه 

{O people, it is you who stand in need of Allah; as for Allah, He is the Self-
Sufficient, the Praiseworthy.} [Surat Fātir: 15] 

He created you and provides for you. He gave you life and causes you to die. 

He bestows His favors upon you. He causes you to get sick and cures you. He 

causes you to get hungry and satisfies your hunger. He causes you to become 

thirsty and quenches your thirst. He makes you laugh and cry. He teaches you 

what you do not know and informs you about what you are ignorant of. He 

prepares your provision, 

answers your supplication, responds to your call, vanquishes your enemies, 

sends messengers to you, teaches you His book, and guides you to His path; and 

after all that, you disobey Him!  

كۡفَرَه   لإۡنَسَ ن  ٱق تلََ ﴿
َ
 [17 :]عبس ﴾ ١٧ ۥمَآ أ

{Cursed is man; How ungrateful he is!} [Surat ‘Abasa: 17] 

At His doorstep.. 

Do you find difficulty in life? 

Do you suffer from illness? 

Are you heavily in debt? 

Are you crushed by poverty? 
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Do you wish to have a wife and children? 

Do you live in perplexity and confusion? 

Now, you should turn to Allah, the Bestower, the Generous Giver. Just raise 

your hands, stand at His door, and ask for His refuge, and behold! Your hunger, 

thirst, sleeplessness, and illness will disappear and the absent will come back, 

the misguided will be guided, the captive will be set free, and darkness will be 

dispelled by light. 

He is the Bestower, Who turns tears into smiles, fear into security, panic into 

tranquility, darkness into light, and distress into unexpected relief. 

The treasures of Allah Almighty are full and inexhaustible. He says:  

م  ﴿ ونيَٓ ٱوَقَالَ رَبُّك  مۡ   دۡع  سۡتَجَبۡ لكَ 
َ
 [60 :]غافر ﴾  ....أ

{...Call upon Me; I will respond to you...} [Surat Ghāfir: 60] 

Whoever supplicates Allah should ask for something big, for nothing is too big 

for Him. Here is Sulaymān (Solomon) (peace be upon him) asking for what is 

good in this world and in the Hereafter:  

﴿ َ نتَ  غۡفرَۡ ٱقَالَ رَب 
َ
َن  بَعۡدَيٓ  إنَهكَ أ حَدٖ م 

َ
ها ينَۢبَغَى لأَ لۡكّٗا ل اب  ٱليَ وهََبۡ ليَ م   [ 35 :]ص﴾ ٣٥ لوۡهَه

{He said: “My Lord, forgive me and grant me a kingdom such as none other 
after me will deserve. Indeed, You are the Bestower.”} [Surat Sād: 35] 

Another example is Zakariyya (Zachariah) (peace be upon him). He became an 

old man and his wife was barren. Nonetheless, he said:  

رَبهه  ﴿ زَكَريَها  دَعاَ  نَالكََ  سَمَيع     ۖۥ ه  إنَهكَ  طَي بََةًۖ  يَهةّٗ  ذ ر  نكَ  هد  ل مَن  ليَ  هَبۡ   َ رَب  عاَءَٓ ٱقَالَ  ]آل           ﴾ ٣٨لدُّ
 [ 38 :عمران

{...My Lord, grant me from Yourself a good offspring. Indeed, You are the 
Hearer of supplication.} [Surat Ᾱl-‘Imrān: 38] 

Return to the Bestower! 

The kingdom, authority, wealth, children, and good health all come from Allah, 

the King, the Bestower.  
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لكَۡه   لِلّه  ٱوَ   ....﴿  [ 247 :]البقرة  ﴾ ٢٤٧وَ سَع  عَليَمٞ  لِلّه  ٱمَن يشََاءٓ   وَ   ۥي ؤۡتيَ م 

{...And Allah gives His sovereignty to whom He wills. And Allah is All-
Encompassing [in favor] and All-Knowing.} [Surat al-Baqarah: 247] 

ا وَيَهَب  لمََن يشََاءٓ    ....﴿ ورَ ٱيَخۡل ق  مَا يشََاءٓ   يَهَب  لمََن يشََاءٓ  إنََ ثّٗ ك   [49 :]الشورى  ﴾ ٤٩لذُّ

{...He grants females to whom He wills, and He grants females to whom he 
wills.} [Surat ash-Shūra: 49] 

The best supplication a person can make to his Lord is the one made by 

learned people, who know the secrets in communicating privately with their 

Lord through His beautiful names, and so they ask Him for steadfastness and 

mercy:  

نتَ  ﴿
َ
أ إنَهكَ  رَحۡمةًَ   نكَ  هد  ل مَن  لنََا  وهََبۡ  هَدَيۡتَنَا  إذَۡ  بَعۡدَ  ق ل وبَنَا  ت زغَۡ  لاَ  اب  ٱرَبهنَا  ]آل            ﴾ ٨لوۡهَه

 [ 8 :عمران
{Our Lord, let not our hearts deviate after You have guided us and grant us 

from Yourself mercy. Indeed, You are the Bestower.} [Surat Ᾱl-‘Imrān: 8] 

Hence, Allah Almighty made it a statement to be said in each Rak‘ah of prayer, 

imploring Him to grant us guidance:  

رَ طَ ٱ هۡدَناَ ٱ﴿ َ سۡتَقَيمَ ٱ لص   [ 6 :]الفاتحة ﴾ ٦لمۡ 

{Guide us to the straight path.} [Surat al-Fātihah: 6] 

The secret lies in the beauty of supplication! 

Allah Almighty loves those who supplicate Him. Rather, if it were not for their 

supplication, He would not care about them. He says:  

ون  لزََامَ ا﴿ بۡت مۡ فسََوفَۡ يكَ  مۡۖ فَقَدۡ كَذه مۡ رَب يَ لوَۡلاَ د عاَؤٓ ك  اْ بكَ   [ 77 :]الفرقان ﴾ ٧٧ق لۡ مَا يَعۡبَؤ 
{Say: “My Lord would not care for you were it not for your supplication...”} 

[Surat al-Furqān: 77] 

One of the supplications whereby we can draw close to our Lord is this one, 

which He teaches us in the Qur’an:  
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هذَينَ ٱوَ ﴿ وَ   ل عۡي نٖ 
َ
أ ةَ  ق ره يَه تنََا  وَذ ر  زۡوَ جَنَا 

َ
أ مَنۡ  لنََا  رَبهنَا هَبۡ  ول ونَ  إمََامًا   جۡعَلۡنَا ٱيَق  تهقَينَ    :]الفرقان  ﴾ ٧٤للَۡم 

74] 

{And those who say: “Our Lord, grant us from among our wives and offspring 
comfort to our eyes and make us an example for the righteous.”} [Surat al-
Furqān: 74] 

And after this supplication, He gives the promise of Paradise: 

جزَۡوۡنَ ﴿ وْلََٰٓئكََ ي 
 
رۡفَةَ ٱأ وۡنَ فيَهَا تَحَيهةّٗ وَسَلَ مًا  لۡغ  واْ وَي لقَه  [ 75 :]الفرقان  ﴾ ٧٥بمََا صَبَر 

{Those will be awarded the Chamber for what they patiently endured, and they 
will be received therein with greetings and [words of] peace.} [Surat al-Furqān: 
75] 

Whoever becomes attached to Allah Almighty, resorts to Him whenever he is 

in distress, and frequently knocks on His door with humble submission and 

sincere supplication, Allah will honor, protect, and support him throughout his 

life and give him beyond his wishes. 

A gentle whisper.. 

Our Lord, Exalted be He, bestows favors in this world as a trial and test and 

bestows favors in the Hereafter as a reward and recompense. 

So, He gives in worldly life in accordance with His will and afflicts according to 

His wisdom, so that one gets attached to his Lord through supplication and hope, 

and attains happiness through his monotheism and faith. 

That is the greatest favor and gift ever, if the servant is aware of the truth of 

his trial. 

If he knows this, he will develop a sense of love for his Lord on account of this 

name, extend praise and thanks to Him, and become perpetually attached to 

Him. 

Praise be to You, our Lord, the Best Bestower. 

You are the Best to fulfill our hopes and grant our wishes. 

You are the Best to remove hardships and relieve distress. 
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And You are the Best to give and bestow favors. 

O Allah, bestow Your mercy upon us; indeed You are the Bestower; and forgive 

us, our parents, and all Muslims, O Lord of the worlds! 

35 

Ar-Razzāq (The All-Provider) 

You become hungry and thirsty and then your hunger and thirst are quenched; 

you become needy and then your needs are fulfilled; you suffer sleeplessness, 

and then you are able to sleep; you get sick and you then recover; debts are 

repaid; sustenance becomes abundant; prisoners get released; and darkness 

goes away,  

َ  لِلّه  ٱفَعَسَى ....﴿ تيََ ب
ۡ
ن يأَ

َ
َ  لفَۡتۡحَ ٱ أ َنۡ عَندَه مۡرٖ م 

َ
وۡ أ
َ
 [ 52 :]المائدة ﴾ … ۦأ

{...But perhaps Allah will bring conquest or a decision from Him...} [Surat al-
Mā’idah: 52] 

If needs, grave matters, and distressful issues, debts, and financial difficulties 

come to you from all directions, you have to turn to the All-Provider, Who 

removes grief and anguish and answers the supplication of the distressed. 

Get close to the All-Provider and ponder this name, which brings a sense of 

tranquility and reassurance. 

َ ٱإنَه ﴿ وَ  لِلّه زهاق  ٱه  وهةَ ٱذ و   لره  [ 58 :]الذاريات ﴾ ٥٨ لمَۡتيَن  ٱ لقۡ 

{Indeed, it is Allah Who is the All-Provider, the Possessor of Power, the Strong} 
[Surat adh-Dhāriyāt: 58] 

Our Lord is the All-Provider. He undertakes to provide for His servants, sustains 

the creation, and encompasses all in His sustenance and mercy. He does not 

discriminate in this regard between believers and allies and disbelievers and 

enemies. In fact, He sends sustenance to the weak and the strong alike, and He 

sends it to the embryo in its mother’s womb, the bird in its nest, the snake in its 

burrow, and the fish in the sea.  
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ها تَحۡمَل  رزَقَۡهَا ﴿ َن دَابٓهةٖ ل ي نَ م 
َ
وَ  لِلّه  ٱ وَكَأ مۡ  وهَ  هَا وَإِيهاك  مَيع  ٱيرَۡز ق   [ 60 :]العنكبوت  ﴾ ٦٠لۡعَليَم  ٱ  لسه

{And how many a creature carries not its [own] provision. Allah provides for it 
and for you. And He is the All-Hearing, the All-Knowing.} [Surat al-‘Ankabūt: 60] 

This name occurs in the Qur’an once in the singular form and five times in the 

plural form. 

“Ar-Razzāq” comes in a superlative form so as to reassure us and make us 

know that He is a generous Lord and thus our hearts get attached to Him. 

Abu Hurayrah (may Allah be pleased with him) reported: “A man became 

needy and he got out to the wilderness. Thereupon, his wife said: ‘O Allah, 

provide for us so that we can make dough and bread.’ 

When he returned, he found the bowl full of dough, something was being 

roasted in the furnace, and the hand mill was operating. He asked: ‘Where has 

this come from?’ She replied: ‘From the provision of Allah.’ He swept what was 

around the hand mill. 

Thereupon, the Prophet (may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) said: ‘If 

he had left it, it would have continued to revolve - or grind - till the Day of 

Judgment.’” [Narrated by Al-Tabarāni in Al-Mu‘jam Al-Awsat; Sahīh (authentic)] 

Predestination had already been written.. 

If the sustenance of a person lied within a rock 

stationed in the sea, hard and smooth, 

it would split open 

so that it could give him what is contained therein. 

Or if it lied between the teeth of a predator, 

Allah would cause it to come out. 

Indeed, a person either goes to the sustenance predestined for him in the 

Preserved Tablet; 

otherwise, it would come to him. 
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The Prophet (may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) said: “Allah has 

appointed an angel in charge of the womb, and the angel says: ‘O Lord, a 

sperm drop! O Lord, a clot! O Lord, a piece of flesh.’ Then, when Allah 

wills to complete its creation, the angel asks: ‘O Lord, a male or female? 

Wretched or blissful? How much will his sustenance be? How long will he 

live?’ All that is written while the fetus is still in its mother’s womb.” 

[Narrated by Al-Bukhāri] 

So, your sustenance is guaranteed. Pursuit of it does not make it more sure, 

neither does the hatred of anyone prevent it from coming. 

In another Hadīth, the Prophet (may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) 

said: “Indeed, sustenance goes after the person just as his destiny goes 

after him.” [Narrated by Ibn Hibbān; Sahīh (authentic)] The Prophet (may 

Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) is also authentically reported to have 

said: “No soul will die without receiving its sustenance in full.” [Narrated by 

Ibn Mājah; Sahīh (authentic)] Allah Almighty sends down the provisions in an 

exact measure. He is the All-Knowing of the conditions of His servants and what 

is best for them.  

بسََطَ   ۞﴿ َزۡقَ ٱ  لِلّه  ٱوَلوَۡ  َ   لر  فيَ    ۦلعََبَادهَ رۡضَ ٱلبََغَوۡاْ 
َ
إنَهه    لأۡ يشََاءٓ    ا  مه بقََدَرٖ  َل   نَز  ي  َ    ۥوَلَ كَن  خَبيَر      ۦبعََبَادهَ

 [27 :]الشورى ﴾ ٢٧بصََيرٞ 

{And if Allah had extended [excessively] provision for His servants, they would 
have committed tyranny throughout the earth. But He sends [it] down in an 
amount which He wills. Indeed He is All-Aware, All-Seeing of His servants.} [Surat 
ash-Shūra: 27] 

Ibn Kathīr (may Allah have mercy upon him) said: “He is All-Aware and All-

Seeing as to who deserves opulence and who deserves poverty.” 

His treasures are full.. 

The sustenance of Allah Almighty is inexhaustible, and He gives it without 

suffering any trouble, difficulty, or hardship. 
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In a Qudsi Hadīth, Allah Almighty said: “O My servants, if the first of you and 

the last of you, and the humans of you and the jinn of you, were all to stand 

together in one place and ask of Me, and I were to give everyone what they 

requested, that would not decrease what I possess, except what is decreased of 

the ocean when a needle is dipped into it.” [Narrated by Muslim] Although Allah 

Almighty provides for all His creation, He is also vast in forbearance. The Prophet 

(may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) is authentically reported to have 

said: “No one is more patient when hearing abuse than Allah; they falsely 

attribute a son to Him, but He grants them safety and sustenance.” 

[Narrated by Al-Bukhāri and Muslim] 

Stop! 

Abundant sustenance does not denote love from Allah Almighty. The 

disbelievers and the ignorant mistakenly think so, i.e. that when a person is given 

abundant provisions, this means Allah loves and is pleased with him. Allah 

Almighty says:  

بيَنَ  ﴿ عَذه بمَ  نَحۡن   وَمَا  ا  وۡلَ دّٗ
َ
وَأ ّٗا  مۡوَ ل

َ
أ كۡثَر  

َ
أ نَحۡن   ط     ٣٥وَقَال واْ  يبَسۡ  رَب يَ  إنَه  َزۡقَ ٱ ق لۡ  وَيقَۡدَر    لر  يشََاءٓ   لمََن 
كۡثَرَ 

َ
اسَ ٱوَلَ كَنه أ ونَ  لنه  [ 36-35 :]سبأ  ﴾ ٣٦لاَ يَعۡلَم 

{And they said: “We are more [than the believers] in wealth and children, and 
we are not to be punished.” Say: “Indeed, my Lord extends provision for whom 
He wills or restricts it, but most people do not know.”} [Surat Saba’: 35-36] 

Conversely, little sustenance does not mean humiliation by Allah.  

ا  ﴿ مه
َ
كۡرَمَه     ۥرَبُّه    بۡتَلَى ه  ٱإذََا مَا    لإۡنَسَ ن  ٱفأَ

َ
مَه     ۥفأَ كۡرَمَنَ    ۥوَنَعه

َ
ول  رَب يَٓ أ إذََا مَا    ١٥فَيَق  آ  مه

َ
فَقَدَرَ   بۡتَلَى ه  ٱوَأ

هَ ننََ   ۥعَلَيۡهَ رزَۡقَه  
َ
ول  رَب يَٓ أ ونَ  ١٦فَيَق  ها ت كۡرَم   [ 17-15 :]الفجر      ﴾ ١٧ليَۡتيَمَ ٱكَلهاۖ بلَ ل

{And as for man, when his Lord tries him and [thus] is generous to him and 
favors him, he says: “My Lord has honored me.” But when He puts him to trial 
and restricts his provision, he says: “My Lord has humiliated me.” No!} [Surat al-
Fajr: 15-17] 
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The keys to provisions.. 

One of the best ways for attaining happiness and tranquility is to rely upon the 

Almighty Lord, the Provider, and trust Him with regard to sustenance, care, and 

protection.  

هذَيٱ لِلّه  ٱإنَه وَلِـِّۧيَ ﴿ لَ  ل هي  لكَۡتَ بَۖ ٱنزَه وَ يَتَوَل  [ 196 :]الأعراف ﴾ ١٩٦ لصه لحََينَ ٱوهَ 

{Indeed, my protector is Allah, Who has sent down the Book; and He is the ally 
of the righteous.} [Surat al-A‘rāf: 196] 

When Allah takes care of someone, He puts piety in his heart, which is one of 

the greatest means of sustenance, far better than all economic theories.  

هۡلَ  ﴿
َ
أ نه 
َ
أ رَىَٰٓ ٱوَلوَۡ  وَ   لقۡ  ْ ٱءَامَن واْ  قَوۡا َنَ    ته م  برَكََ تٖ  عَلَيۡهَم  مَاءَٓ ٱ لفََتَحۡنَا  رۡضَ ٱوَ   لسه

َ
ب واْ   لأۡ كَذه وَلَ كَن 

م بمََا كَان واْ يكَۡسَب ونَ  خَذۡنَ ه 
َ
 [ 96 :]الأعراف  ﴾ ٩٦فأَ

{And if only the people of the cities had believed and feared Allah, We would 
have opened upon them blessings from the heaven and the earth; but they 
denied [the messengers], so We seized them for what they earned.} [Surat al-
A‘rāf: 96] 

َ ٱوَمَن يَتهقَ  .....﴿ هه   لِلّه ا   ۥيَجۡعَل ل قۡه  مَنۡ حَيۡث  لاَ يَحۡتسََب     ٢مَخۡرجَّٗ  [ 3-2 :]الطلاق ﴾ ....وَيرَۡز 

{...And whoever fears Allah, He will make for him a way out, and will provide 
for him from where he does not expect...} [Surat at-Talāq: 2-3] 

It is an immutable law of Allah in this world that sustenance is linked to 

obedience to Him:  

واْ  ﴿ قَام 
َ
أ مۡ  نهه 

َ
أ وۡرَى ةَ ٱوَلوَۡ  لهََم     لإَۡنجَيلَ ٱوَ   لته رجۡ 

َ
أ تَحۡتَ  وَمَن  فَوۡقهََمۡ  مَن  كَل واْ 

َ
لأَ ب هََمۡ  ره َن  م  إلَيَۡهَم  نزَلَ 

 
أ وَمَآ 

 [66 :]المائدة ﴾ ....

{And if only they had upheld [the law of] the Torah, the Gospel, and what has 
been revealed to them from their Lord, they would have consumed [provision] 
from above them and from beneath their feet...} [Surat al-Mā’idah: 66] 

Conversely, sins preclude sustenance and remove the blessing:  
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يدَۡي    لبَۡحۡرَ ٱوَ   لۡبَر َ ٱفيَ    لفَۡسَاد  ٱظَهَرَ  ﴿
َ
أ كَسَبَتۡ  اسَ ٱبمََا  م بَعۡضَ    لنه هذَيٱليَ ذَيقَه  مۡ يرَجَۡع ونَ    ل لعََلهه  عَمَل واْ 

 [ 41 :]الروم  ﴾ ٤١

{Corruption has appeared throughout the land and sea by [reason of] what the 
hands of people have earned so He may let them taste part of [the consequence 
of] what they have done that perhaps they will return.} [Surat ar-Rūm: 41] 

Forgotten provisions! 

Good morals, being secure in your homeland, enjoying good health, having 

enough food for your day, meeting a loved one, the existence of your brother, 

the laughter of your child, having a righteous wife and a good friend, feeling 

tranquil, having eyes that can see, a tongue that can speak, and ears that can 

hear, sleeping tight, and greater having your parents or one of them alive. 

You may be endowed with a good character, and another person endowed 

with wealth. 

And the provision of one may be knowledge, and the provision of another 

could be noble morals. 

A last word.. 

We should be on our guard against the devil’s attempt to intimidate us with 

regard to sustenance. Allah Almighty says:  

يۡطَ ن  ٱ﴿ م     لشه ك  َ   لفَۡقۡرَ ٱيعََد  ب م 
ك  ر  م 
ۡ
وَ   لِلّه  ٱوَ   لفَۡحۡشَاءَٓ  ٱوَيأَ وَفَضۡلّٗاِۗ  َنۡه   م  غۡفرََةّٗ  مه م  ك  عَليَمٞ    لِلّه  ٱيعََد  وَ سَع  

 [ 268 :]البقرة  ﴾ ٢٦٨

{Satan threatens you with poverty and orders you to immorality, while Allah 
promises you forgiveness from Him and bounty. And Allah is All-Encompassing, 
All-Knowing.} [Surat al-Baqarah: 268] 

One of the righteous predecessors said: “People have believed Satan and have 

belied Allah with regard to sustenance!” 

People do not like poverty, 

though poverty is better than opulence that makes them transgress. 

Self-contentment is sufficient for a person; 
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yet if he does not have that, nothing will ever be sufficient for him. 

O Allah, provide us with guidance, piety, chastity, and self-sufficiency; You are 

the Best of providers. 

36 

Al-Fattāh (The Superb Judge) 

O you who are bored and tired of life and its troubles, difficulties, and 

anguishes! There is impending help, support, and relief. Indeed, after distress 

comes relief and after hardship comes ease. There is hidden care and kindness 

from your Lord all around you. There is a bright hope, a good future, and a true 

promise.  

َۖ ٱوعَۡدَ ﴿ خۡلفَ   لِلّه كۡثَرَ   ۥوعَۡدَه   لِلّه  ٱلاَ ي 
َ
اسَ ٱوَلَ كَنه أ ونَ   لنه  [ 6 :]الروم  ﴾ ٦لاَ يَعۡلَم 

{It is the promise of Allah. Allah does not fail in His promise...} [Surat ar-Rūm: 
6] 

With the Greatest Judge, you will have joy and relief from your distress and 

grief. 

Allah Almighty says about Himself:  

﴿ َ وَ  لحۡقَ َ ٱق لۡ يَجۡمَع  بيَۡنَنَا رَبُّنَا ث مه يَفۡتَح  بيَۡنَنَا ب  [ 26 :]سبأ ﴾ ٢٦ لۡعَليَم  ٱ لفَۡتهاح  ٱوهَ 

{...And He is the Greatest Judge, the All-Knowing.} [Surat Saba’: 26] 

Our Lord, Exalted be He, opens sealed hearts through guidance, faith, and 

piety. 

Our Lord is the One Who will open, judge, and rule between His servants in 

justice on the Day of Judgment. His rulings are free from any semblance of 

injustice. It is sheer justice and truth. Indeed, Allah is the Best of judges.  

﴿ َ وَ  لحۡقَ َ ٱق لۡ يَجۡمَع  بيَۡنَنَا رَبُّنَا ث مه يَفۡتَح  بيَۡنَنَا ب  [ 26 :]سبأ ﴾ ٢٦ لۡعَليَم  ٱ لفَۡتهاح  ٱوهَ 

{Say: “Our Lord will bring us together; then He will judge between us in truth. 
And He is the Greatest Judge, the All-Knowing.”} [Surat Saba’: 26] 
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Our Lord removes distress, sends relief, ends hardships, bestows abundant 

mercy, opens the door of sustenance, and facilitates for His servants such things 

that reform their affairs and lives.  

يَفۡتَحَ  ﴿ ا  لهَ    لِلّه  ٱ مه رۡسَلَ  م  فَلاَ  مۡسَكۡ  ي  وَمَا  لهََاۖ  مۡسَكَ  م  فَلاَ  حۡمةَٖ  ره مَن  َ    ۥللَنهاسَ  بَعۡدَه وَ     ۦ مَن    لۡعَزيَز  ٱوهَ 
 [ 2 :]فاطر ﴾ ٢ لحۡكََيم  ٱ

{Whatever mercy Allah grants to people - none can withhold it; and whatever 
He withholds - none can release it thereafter. And He is the All-Mighty, the All-
Wise.} [Surat Fātir: 2] 

Our Lord, Exalted be He, is the One Who opened the doors of knowledge, 

wisdom, and insight for His prophets and pious servants.  

ْ ٱوَ ....﴿ وا ۖ ٱ تهق  َ م   لِلّه ِۗ ٱوَي عَل مَ ك  َ شَىۡءٍ عَليَمٞ  لِلّه  ٱ وَ  لِلّه 
 [282  :]البقرة ﴾ ٢٨٢بكَ ل 

{...And fear Allah; Allah will teach you. And Allah is All-Knowing of all things.} 
[Surat al-Baqarah: 282] 

It is our Lord Who enabled the conquest of kingdoms and countries by His 

pious and believing servants.  

ا ﴿ بيَنّٗ ا مُّ  [ 1 :]الفتح ﴾ ١إنَها فَتَحۡنَا لكََ فَتۡحّٗ

{Indeed, We have given you a clear conquest.} [Surat al-Fat-h: 1] 

And it is our Lord Who opens the doors of many blessings for the sinners, by 

way of gradually drawing them to punishment.  

بهََ ﴿ واْ  رَ  واْ مَا ذ ك  ا نسَ  م بَغۡتَةّٗ فَإذََا    ۦفَلَمه خَذۡنَ ه 
َ
أ وت وٓاْ 

 
أ بمََآ  واْ  َ شَىۡءٍ حَتهىَٰٓ إذََا فَرحَ 

بوَۡ بَ ك ل 
َ
فَتَحۡنَا عَلَيۡهَمۡ أ

ونَ  بۡلسَ  م مُّ  [ 44 :]الأنعام  ﴾ ٤٤ه 

{So when they forgot that by which they had been reminded, We opened for 
them the doors of every [good] thing until, when they rejoiced in that which they 
were given, We seized them suddenly, and they were then in despair.} [Surat al-
An‘ām: 44] 

Another meaning of “Al-Fattāh” is opening by rule, and that is the Shariah of 

our Lord. 
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And there is also opening by divine decree and predestination, which involves 

justice and benevolence from the Most Compassionate. 

Fact.. 

In the comprehensive definition of Allah’s name “Al-Fattāh”, I cited what the 

scholars said in this regard. But I will pause here with the verse that says:  

يَفۡتَحَ  ﴿ ا  لهَ    لِلّه  ٱ مه رۡسَلَ  م  فَلاَ  مۡسَكۡ  ي  وَمَا  لهََاۖ  مۡسَكَ  م  فَلاَ  حۡمةَٖ  ره مَن  َ    ۥللَنهاسَ  بَعۡدَه وَ     ۦ مَن    لۡعَزيَز  ٱوهَ 
 [ 2 :]فاطر ﴾ ٢ لحۡكََيم  ٱ

{Whatever mercy Allah grants to people - none can withhold it; and whatever 
He withholds - none can release it thereafter. And He is the All-Mighty, the All-
Wise.} [Surat Fātir: 2] 

A fact that the believer should always bear in mind is that no one can achieve 

any desire or fulfill any need except through Allah Almighty, and nothing can 

happen except according to His will. There is no power nor strength in the entire 

universe except through Him, and Him alone. 

No cell moves, no atom exists, no drop of water evaporates, and no leaf falls 

off a tree without His permission and will. 

The entire world cannot cause you any harm unless Allah Almighty wills, nor 

can they save you from harm that Allah predestined for you. 

One of the righteous predecessors wrote to his brother: “If Allah is with you, 

then whom would you fear? And if He is against you, then to whom would you 

turn?” 

All keys are in His hand.. 

A person may get severely ill and suffer extreme pains and anguish as a result, 

with the doctors failing to find a remedy for his disease. All doors to cure are 

closed. But all of a sudden, the cure comes from the Most Compassionate, the 

Greatest Judge, the All-Knowing Lord, the Healer Who opens the doors of mercy 

and cure. He may cure him by some means, the weakest of means, or without 

any means at all. He is Al-Fattāh, Exalted be He. 
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You may get hit by tough circumstances, and all problems, crises, and pains 

come to you from every direction. The doors are closed and you think there is no 

way out of this severe distress. Yet, you suddenly find relief through the simplest 

of ways, from Allah, Al-Fattāh, and according to His will. 

Poverty may strike you, debts surround you, and your features change and 

your heart gets broken when you remember your children and apprehend the 

creditor. You fall in confusion and loss and find all doors closed. 

Yet, at this point, Allah, Al-Fattāh, sends His invisible relief, repaying your 

debts, ending your poverty, and comforting your soul. Indeed, it is Al-Fattāh Who 

has opened the doors of sustenance to you. 

Your child, your father, your friend, or a loved one may travel or be away for a 

long while, and you feel uneasy, distressed, and perplexed and your heart 

trembles with longing whenever you remember this absent person. Thereupon, 

you stand humble at the door of your Lord, the King, the Greatest Judge, 

imploring Him to protect the absent one and bring him back. And behold! You 

receive glad tidings from above the seven heavens and the absent one turns 

back, the prisoner gets released, and the loved one returns to you.  

جَيب  ﴿ ن ي  مه
َ
ضۡطَره ٱأ وءَٓ ٱإذََا دَعاَه  وَيكَۡشَف   لمۡ   [62 :]النمل ﴾ .... لسُّ

{Is He [not best] who responds to the desperate when he calls upon Him and 
removes evil...} [Surat an-Naml: 62] 

Turn to Him! 

He is the Greatest Judge, the All-Knowing, the Magnificent, the Most High. He 

is the most close and most kind to His servants. 

The door of Al-Fattāh is always open. If distress gets so tough, be sure relief 

will soon come, and if the night becomes quite dark, that is a sign of the 

approaching morning. Do not lose hope in the Generous Lord, the Greatest 

Judge. Things never remain as they are. Trouble will soon pass. In fact, the best 

form of worship is to wait for relief. The future carries with it many potential 

changes, yet we do not know the unseen. As for our Lord, the Greatest Judge:  

مَ وَ تَ ٱمَن فيَ   ۥيسَۡـ َل ه  ﴿ رۡضَ  ٱوَ  لسه
َ
نٖ   لأۡ

ۡ
وَ فيَ شَأ  [29 :]الرحمن ﴾ ٢٩ك له يوَۡمٍ ه 
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{...Every day He is upon some affair.} [Surat ar-Rahmān: 29] 

and  

َ ٱلاَ تدَۡريَ لعََله  ....﴿ ا  لِلّه مۡرّٗ
َ
حۡدَث  بَعۡدَ ذَ لكََ أ  [ 1 :]الطلاق ﴾ ١ي 

{...Perhaps Allah will bring about after that a [different] matter.} [Surat at-
Talāq: 1] 

سۡرَ ٱإنَه مَعَ  ٥ي سۡرًا  لۡع سۡرَ ٱفَإنَه مَعَ ﴿ ا لۡع   [ 6-5 :]الشرح  ﴾ ٦ي سۡرّٗ

{For indeed, with hardship comes ease; indeed, with hardship comes ease.} 
[Surat ash-Sharh: 5-6] 

Ask the doctor who got ill and died: 

Who caused you to die with His medicine? 

And ask the patient who got well and recovered 

after all doctors failed to treat him: Who cured you? 

Ask the healthy person who died: 

Why did you die while you were in good health? 

Your eyes do not cease to see these wonders 

and your ears continue to hear about them. 

O man, wait a little! 

What has deluded you about your Lord? 

Special opening.. 

Our provisions from Allah, Al-Fattāh, had been predestined and divided. A 

person may be provided with the blessing of praying for long, yet he does not 

fast much; another may be provided with the blessing of giving charity, but he 

does not possess much knowledge; someone else may be provided with the 

blessing of memorizing or reciting the Qur’an, yet he does not engage much in 

other acts of piety; and another one may be provided with the blessing of being 

dutiful to his parents; what an excellent privilege if one is blessed with Allah’s 

provision! 

When Allah loves one of His servants and finds him devoted and sincere, 
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He opens His provisions to him in an abundant way. 

O Allah, open for us the blessings of the heavens and the earth as well as the 

doors of Your mercy and make us as means leading to goodness and blocking 

evil. Verily, You are Al-Fattāh, the All-Knowing! 

37 

As-Samī‘ (The All-Hearing) 

As Allah Almighty wants you to know that He rose over the Throne, He also 

wants you to know that He always hears and sees you. He hears your words and 

sees your actions. Nothing is hidden from Him. Indeed, He hears your private talk 

to Him. Even your innermost thoughts and feelings are known to Him. He hears 

your supplication, grants your request, and accepts your repentance. 

Are you squeezed by pains? Does your suffering soul yearn for its Creator? 

Allah Almighty hears your groaning and He is closer to you than your jugular 

vein. He responds to you and removes your grief and distress, for He is the All-

Hearing, the All-Knowing. Praising Himself, Allah Almighty says:  

وَ   ....﴿ مَيع  ٱوهَ   [ 137 :]البقرة  ﴾ ١٣٧ لۡعَليَم  ٱ  لسه

{...And He is the All-Hearing, the All-Knowing.} [Surat al-Baqarah: 137] 

Allah’s name “As-Samī‘” occurs 45 times in the noble Qur’an. Allah Almighty 

encompasses in His hearing all things that are to be heard. All voices and sounds, 

open and secret, in the entire universe are heard by Him, as if they were just one 

voice to Him. To Him, voices and sounds are not mixed and all languages are 

known. All voices and sounds, distant and near, open and concealed, are the 

same to Him. In the Qur’an, He says:  

سَره  ﴿
َ
أ نۡ  مه م  َنك  م  بهََ   لقَۡوۡلَ ٱسَوَاءٓٞ  جَهَرَ  َ   ۦوَمَن  ب سۡتَخۡف   م  وَ  ه  هيۡلَ ٱوَمَنۡ  َ   ل ب هَارَ ٱوَسَاربَ     :]الرعد  ﴾ ١٠لنه

10] 
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{It is the same [to Him] whether any of you conceals his speech or declares it 
openly, whether one is hidden by night or goes forth freely by day.} [Surat ar-
Ra‘d: 10] 

The fact that created beings also have a sense of hearing does not mean that 

their hearing is similar to His - far Exalted be He above that! Indeed, the 

attributes of created beings befit their weakness, inability, and nature; whereas 

the attributes of the Creator befit His perfection and majesty, Exalted be He.  

مَ وَ تَ ٱفَاطَر   ﴿ رۡضَ  ٱوَ   لسه
َ
ا وَمَنَ    لأۡ زۡوَ جّٗ

َ
مۡ أ سَك  نف 

َ
َنۡ أ م م  نعَۡ مَ ٱجَعَلَ لكَ 

َ
مۡ فيَهَ  ليَۡسَ    لأۡ ا يذَۡرَؤ ك  زۡوَ جّٗ

َ
أ

وَ  ۦكَمَثۡلهََ  مَيع  ٱشَىۡءۖٞ وهَ   [11 :]الشورى ﴾ ١١لبَۡصَير  ٱ  لسه

{...There is nothing like unto Him: He is the All-Hearing, the All-Seeing.} [Surat 
ash-Shūra: 11] 

Hearing here means hearing and encompassing.  

سَمَعَ  ﴿ إلَيَ    لهتىَٱقَوۡلَ    لِلّه  ٱقَدۡ  وَتشَۡتَكيَٓ  زَوجَۡهَا  فيَ  َ ٱت جَ دَل كَ  إنَه    لِلّه  ٱوَ   لِلّه مَآ   رَك  تَحَاو  َ ٱيسَۡمَع   سَمَيع      لِلّه
 [ 1 :]المجادلة ﴾ ١بصََير  

{Certainly has Allah heard the speech of the one who argues with you 
concerning her husband and complains to Allah. And Allah hears your dialog; 
indeed, Allah is All-Hearing, All-Seeing.} [Surat al-Mujādilah: 1] 

Hearing also has the meaning of response and acceptance:  

عاَءَٓ ٱإنَه رَب يَ لسََمَيع   ....﴿  [ 39 :]إبراهيم﴾ ٣٩لدُّ

{...Indeed, my Lord is the Hearer of supplication.} [Surat Ibrāhim: 39] 

He is the All-Hearing; He sees and hears all that is 

in the universe, open and secret. 

All voices and sounds are heard by Him, 

and the open and the concealed being the same to Him. 

His hearing encompasses all sounds, 

distant and near, and nothing is hidden from Him. 
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Indeed, He is All-Hearing and Near: 

The Prophet (may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) once heard the 

Companions (may Allah be pleased with them) supplicate Allah with loud voices. 

Thereupon, he said: “O people, do not trouble yourselves too much. He 

Whom you are invoking is not deaf or absent, but you are invoking an All-

Hearing and All-Seeing (Lord).” [Narrated by Al-Bukhāri and Muslim] As soon 

as a person finishes his invocation and private talk with his Lord, he finds the 

response there, looming. This is because He is the All-Hearing, the All-Knowing. 

He hears the calls of the desperate and the supplications of the needy and 

helps those in severe distress. He hears the praise of those who praise Him, and 

even the creeping of a black ant on a solid rock during a dark night is heard by 

Him. He hears our innermost thoughts, feelings, and obsessions. 

A woman came to the Prophet (may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) 

arguing about her husband. This was Khawlah (may Allah be pleased with her). 

‘Ā’ishah (may Allah be pleased with her), who was on the other side of the 

house, said she could hear some words but miss others. After this argument, 

Gabriel (peace be upon him) descended to Muhammad (may Allah’s peace and 

blessings be upon him) with this verse:  

سَمَعَ  ﴿ إلَيَ    لهتىَٱقَوۡلَ    لِلّه  ٱقَدۡ  وَتشَۡتَكيَٓ  زَوجَۡهَا  فيَ  َ ٱت جَ دَل كَ  إنَه    لِلّه  ٱوَ   لِلّه مَآ   رَك  تَحَاو  َ ٱيسَۡمَع   سَمَيع      لِلّه
 [ 1 :]المجادلة ﴾ ١بصََير  

{Certainly has Allah heard the speech of the one who argues with you 
concerning her husband and complains to Allah. And Allah hears your dialog; 
indeed, Allah is All-Hearing, All-Seeing.} [Surat al-Mujādilah: 1] 

What an amazing nearness, great knowledge, and encompassing hearing! 

When Allah hears His close servants, this means He responds to them and 

protects and guides them. It is a hearing that calms their fearful hearts, like what 

happened with Moses (peace be upon him) when he said he was afraid of going 

to Pharaoh. Thereupon, Allah said:  

رَى  ﴿
َ
سۡمَع  وَأ

َ
مَآ أ  [46 :]طه ﴾ ٤٦قَالَ لاَ تَخَافَاۖٓ إنَهنىَ مَعَك 
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{...Fear not. Indeed, I am with you both; I hear and I see.} [Surat Taha: 46] 

Allah was their Protector and He was Sufficient for them, how excellent He is 

as a Sufficient Protector! 

The keys to relief: 

If you are surrounded by fears and grave matters, implore your Lord by this 

great name, as the prophets (peace be upon them) used to do. Indeed, He hears 

the supplication, responds to those in distress, and removes harm. So, do not 

present your grief and distress to anyone else. Rather, fall in prostration before 

Allah Almighty, stand at His door, and talk and weep to Him, and then expect 

relief. 

Zachariah (peace be upon him) called out his Lord secretly, so He gave him 

what his heart desired:  

ا   ۥإذَۡ ناَدَى  رَبهه  ﴿  [3 :]مريم ﴾ ٣ندََاءًٓ خَفَي ّٗ

{When he called to his Lord a private supplication.} [Surat Maryam: 3] 

And after he supplicated Allah by His name the All-Hearing, He gave him a 

righteous offspring:  

رَبهه  ﴿ زَكَريَها  دَعاَ  نَالكََ  سَمَيع     ۖۥ ه  إنَهكَ  طَي بََةًۖ  يَهةّٗ  نكَ ذ ر  هد  ل ليَ مَن  َ هَبۡ  عاَءَٓ ٱقَالَ رَب    :]آل عمران  ﴾ ٣٨لدُّ
38] 

{...My Lord, grant me from Yourself a good offspring. Indeed, You are the All-
Hearing of supplication.} [Surat Ᾱl-‘Imrān: 38] 

Likewise, Ibrahīm (Abraham) (peace be upon him) implored Allah by this name 

to accept his deed, after he and his son Isma‘īl (Ishmael) finished the 

construction of the Ka‘bah:  

نتَ ...﴿
َ
مَيع  ٱرَبهنَا تَقَبهلۡ مَنهاۖٓ إنَهكَ أ  [ 127 :]البقرة ﴾ ١٢٧لۡعَليَم  ٱ لسه

{...Our Lord, accept from us. Indeed, You are the All-Hearing, the All-Knowing.} 
[Surat al-Baqarah: 127] 

Using this name, Abraham (peace be upon him) gave thanks to Allah for 

answering his supplication:  
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َ  لحۡمَۡد  ٱ﴿ هذَيٱلَِلّه عاَءَٓ ٱإسَۡمَ عَيلَ وَإِسۡحَ قَ  إنَه رَب يَ لسََمَيع   لكَۡبَرَ ٱوهََبَ ليَ علَىَ  ل  [ 39 :]إبراهيم ﴾ ٣٩لدُّ
{Praise to Allah, Who has granted me in old age Ishmael and Isaac. Indeed, my 

Lord is the All-Hearing of supplication.} [Surat Ibrahīm: 39] 

Also by this name, the wife of ‘Imrān sought closeness to her Lord and asked 

Him to accept her deed as she dedicated what was in her womb in a vow:  

ت  ٱإذَۡ قَالتََ  ﴿
َ
نتَ    مۡرَأ

َ
أ إنَهكَ  ا فَتَقَبهلۡ مَن ىَٓ   رّٗ حرَه إنَ يَ نذََرۡت  لكََ مَا فيَ بَطۡنىَ م   َ مَيع  ٱعَمۡرَ نَ رَب   لۡعَليَم  ٱ  لسه

 [ 35 :]آل عمران ﴾ ٣٥

{When the wife of ‘Imrān said: “My Lord, indeed I have pledged to You what is 
in my womb, consecrated [for Your service], so accept this from me. Indeed, You 
are the All-Hearing, the All-Knowing.”} [Surat Ᾱl-‘Imrān: 35] 

As Joseph (peace be upon him) experienced tough circumstances and evil 

plots, he supplicated his Lord saying:  

﴿  َ رَب  جۡن  ٱقَالَ  َ َنَ   لس  م  ن  ك 
َ
وَأ إلَيَۡهَنه  صۡب  

َ
أ نه  كَيۡدَه  عَن ىَ  تصَۡرفَۡ  ها  وَإِل إلَيَۡهَ   وننَىَٓ  يدَۡع  ا  مَمه إلَيَه  حَبُّ 

َ
أ

نه  إنَهه    ۥرَبُّه    ۥلهَ   سۡتَجَابَ ٱفَ  ٣٣ لۡجَ هَليَنَ ٱ وَ   ۥفَصَرَفَ عَنۡه  كَيۡدَه  مَيع  ٱه   [ 34-33 :]يوسف ﴾ ٣٤لۡعَليَم  ٱ لسه

{...My Lord, prison is more liking to me than that to which they are inviting me. 
And if You do not avert from me their plot, I might incline toward them and 
[thus] be of the ignorant. So his Lord responded to him and averted from him 
their plan. Indeed, He is the All-Hearing, the All-Knowing.} [Surat Yūsuf: 33-34] 

And as Yūnus (Jonah) (peace be upon him) was in the belly of the whale, he 

called out:  

نت  مَنَ  ...﴿ بۡحَ نَكَ إنَ يَ ك  نتَ س 
َ
هآ أ هآ إلََ هَ إلَ  [87 :]الأنبياء ﴾ ٨٧لظه لمََينَ ٱل

{...There is no god except You; Glorified are You. Indeed, I have been of the 
wrongdoers.} [Surat al-Anbiyā’: 87] 

His feeble voice that came out of three types of darkness pierced the heaven, 

and behold! The All-Hearing, the All-Knowing saved him from the distress:  

جَۨى  لۡغَم َ  ٱوَنَجهيۡنَ ه  مَنَ   ۥلهَ   سۡتَجَبۡنَا ٱفَ ﴿ ؤۡمَنيَنَ ٱوَكَذَ لكََ ن ـ  [ 88 :]الأنبياء ﴾ ٨٨لمۡ 
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{So We responded to him and saved him from the distress...} [Surat al-Anbiyā’: 
88] 

Allah Almighty afflicts His servants to hear their complaints and earnest 

imploring and supplication. He says:  

زۡنيَٓ إلَيَ ﴿ واْ بَث ىَ وحَ  شۡك 
َ
مَآ أ َ ٱ قَالَ إنَه  [ 86 :]يوسف ﴾ .... لِلّه

{He said: “I only complain of my suffering and my grief to Allah...} [Surat Yūsuf: 
86] 

The All-Hearing protects you.. 

The devils among the jinn and humans surround you and begin to whisper to 

you and overcome you and so you feel sad and distressed. That is why your Lord 

commands you to seek refuge with Him using these two names: the All-Hearing, 

the All-Knowing.  

ا ينَزغََنهكَ مَنَ ﴿ يۡطَ نَ ٱوَإِمه َ  سۡتَعَذۡ ٱنزَۡغٞ فَ  لشه َ  ٱب  [ 200 :]الأعراف  ﴾ ٢٠٠سَمَيع  عَليَم    ۥإنَهه   لِلّه

{And if an evil suggestion comes to you from Satan, then seek refuge in Allah. 
Indeed, He is All-Hearing, All-Knowing.} [Surat al-A‘rāf: 200] 

Two men from Quraysh and one from Thaqīf - or two from Thaqīf and one 

from Quraysh - gathered at the Ka‘bah and reviled the Companions as men with 

fatty bellies and poor minds. Thereupon, one of them said: “Do you think that 

Allah hears what we say?” 

Another said: “He hears when we speak aloud and does not hear when we 

speak secretly.” 

The other said: “If He hears when we speak aloud, then He hears when we 

speak secretly.” Thereupon, Allah Almighty revealed:  

نه ﴿
َ
أ ظَنَنت مۡ  وَلَ كَن  مۡ  ل ود ك  ج  وَلاَ  مۡ  ك  بصَۡ ر 

َ
أ وَلآَ  مۡ  سَمۡع ك  مۡ  عَلَيۡك  يشَۡهَدَ  ن 

َ
أ ونَ  تسَۡتَترَ  نت مۡ  ك   وَمَا 

َ ٱ تَعۡمَل ونَ    لِلّه ا  َمه م  ا  كَثيَرّٗ يَعۡلَم   م     ٢٢لاَ  ظَنُّك  مۡ  هذَيٱوَذَ لكَ  َنَ   ل م  صۡبَحۡت م 
َ
فأَ مۡ  رۡدَى ك 

َ
أ مۡ  برََب كَ  ظَنَنت م 

 [ 23-22 :]فصلت ﴾ ٢٣لۡخَ سَرَينَ ٱ
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{You did not bother to hide yourselves [when committing sins] from your 
hearing, your sight, and your skins lest they testify against you; rather you 
thought that Allah does not know much of what you do. And that was your 
assumption which you assumed about your Lord. It has brought you to ruin, and 
you have become among the losers.} [Surat Fussilat: 22-23] 

A Reminder.. 

Our Prophet (may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) used to seek 

refuge with Allah using these two names: the All-Hearing and the All-Knowing, 

when he got up for prayer during the night. He would say: “A‘ūdhu billāh As-

Samī‘ Al-‘Alīm min ash-shaytān ar-rajīm, min hamzih wa nafkhih wa 

nafthih (I seek refuge with Allah, the All-Hearing, the All-Knowing, from 

the accursed devil, from his whispering, arrogance, and his poetry).” 

[Narrated by Abu Dāwūd; Sahīh (authentic)] He also used to seek refuge with 

Allah from any harm that could afflict him using these two names: the All-

Hearing, the All-Knowing. He said: “Whoever says: ‘Bismillāhi al-ladhi la yadurru 

ma‘a ismihi shay’un fi al-ardi wa la fi as-samā’ wa huwa As-Samī‘ Al-‘Alīm (in the 

name of Allah with Whose name nothing in the earth or the heaven can cause 

harm, and He is the All-Hearing, the All-Knowing)’ three times in the evening will 

not be hit by a sudden affliction till the morning, and whoever says it three times 

in the morning will not be hit by a sudden affliction till the evening.” [Narrated 

by Abu Dāwūd; Sahīh (authentic)] 

If you bear this name “As-Samī‘” in your mind and heart, you will constantly 

feel close to Him, Exalted be He. 

O Allah, the All-Hearing, the All-Knowing, make us among those who supplicate 

You and You answer their supplication and those who implore You and You show 

mercy to them. 

38 
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Al-Basīr (The All-Seeing) 

In Al-Hilyah, Abu Nu‘aym said that as the Commander of the Believers, ‘Umar 

ibn al-Khattāb (may Allah be pleased with him), was walking in the streets of 

Madinah by night, he heard the voice of an old woman saying to her daughter: 

“Mix the milk with water.” But the daughter said: “Do you not know that ‘Umar 

forbade mixing milk with water?” The old woman said: “‘Umar is not here to see 

us.” Thereupon, the daughter, confident of Allah’s watchfulness over them, said: 

“If ‘Umar cannot see us, the Lord of ‘Umar sees us!” 

There are people who lived in this world in a great status, permanent security, 

enduring happiness, and steadfastness to the truth, being pleased with their 

servitude to the Almighty Lord. This is for no reason but that they knew that 

Allah is the All-Seeing of what they do. 

Allah’s name “Al-Basīr” occurs 42 times in the Qur’an. Allah Almighty says:  

َ ٱإنَه ...﴿  [ 110 :]البقرة  ﴾ ١١٠بمََا تَعۡمَل ونَ بصََيرٞ  لِلّه

{...Indeed, Allah is All-Seeing of what you do.} [Surat al-Baqarah: 110] 

Our Lord sees everything, no matter how minute it is. He sees the creeping of a 

black ant in a dark night on a solid rock. He sees what is below the seven earths 

just as He sees what is above the seven heavens. 

He is the All-Seeing, the All-Knowing, and the All-Aware of all things and 

conditions, open and hidden. 

He is the All-Seeing Who sees the creeping of ants under rocks and how food 

runs within their tiny bodies. 

And He sees the treacherous glances of the eyes and their twinkling. 

Allah Almighty established the attribute of seeing for Himself. He has two real 

eyes that befit His majesty. We believe in that without distortion, denial, 

likening, or twisted interpretation.  

وَ  ۦليَۡسَ كَمَثۡلهََ  ...﴿ مَيع  ٱشَىۡءۖٞ وهَ   [11 :]الشورى ﴾ ١١لبَۡصَير  ٱ لسه
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{...There is nothing like unto Him and He is the All-Hearing, the All-Seeing.} 
[Surat ash-Shūra: 11] 

The fact that created beings also have sight does not mean that their sight is 

similar to His. Indeed, the attributes of created beings befit their weakness, 

inability, and nature; whereas the attributes of the Creator befit His perfection 

and majesty, Exalted be He.  

وَ  ۦليَۡسَ كَمَثۡلهََ ...﴿ مَيع  ٱشَىۡءۖٞ وهَ   [11 :]الشورى ﴾ ١١لبَۡصَير  ٱ لسه

{...There is nothing like unto Him and He is the All-Hearing, the All-Seeing.} 
[Surat ash-Shūra: 11] 

Out of Allah’s mercy towards His servants, He addresses them gently and urges 

them to obey Him and be sincere to Him, though He is in no need for them and 

their worship. In His Noble Book, He repeats  

{Indeed, Allah is All-Seeing of what you do} more than forty times so as to 

remind the believer and alert the heedless that He is watchful over their deeds. 

The pleasure of compliance.. 

He who knows that Allah sees him will feel too shy to commit a sin or 

something displeasing to Him. He who knows that Allah sees him will perfect his 

deeds and worship and perform them sincerely to reach the level of Ihsān 

(excellence), which is the highest level of obedience about which the Prophet 

(may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) said: “To worship Allah as if 

you see Him; but if you do not see Him, He surely sees you.” [Narrated by 

Al-Bukhāri and Muslim] If he reaches this level, he will enjoy the special company 

of Allah Almighty, Who said in a Qudsi Hadīth: “And My servant keeps 

drawing close to Me through supererogatory acts until I love him. And if I 

love him, I become his hearing with which he hears and his sight with 

which he sees.” [Narrated by Al-Bukhāri] 

He who knows that Allah sees him and his conditions and afflictions will feel 

assured and tranquil and become certain that relief is soon to come. 

He who knows that Allah sees him will be too shy to be dishonest in his words 

and actions and deceptive towards others. 
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Ibn ‘Umar (may Allah be pleased with him and his father) headed toward 

Makkah along with some of his companions. They stopped to take rest on their 

way. Thereupon, a shepherd descended upon them from a mountain. Ibn ‘Umar 

said to him: “O shepherd, sell us one sheep.” 

The shepherd said: “I am a slave.” 

Ibn ‘Umar said: “Tell your master that the wolf has eaten it.” To this, the 

shepherd replied: “Where is Allah?” 

Thereupon, Ibn ‘Umar wept, and he bought the slave from his master and set 

him free. 

If you become alone sometimes, 

do not say I am alone, but say: Allah is watching me. 

Do not think that Allah can be heedless for a while, 

and nothing is hidden from Allah or unknown to Him. 

Someone tried to seduce a Bedouin woman. He said to her: “No one sees us 

but the stars.” Thereupon, she said to him: “Where is the One Who made them 

stars?” 

It was said that whoever heeds Allah with regard to his thoughts and feelings, 

Allah will preserve him with regard to the actions of his body parts. 

If you consider the seven types of people whom Allah will shade under His 

shade on the Day of Judgment, you will see that the common thing among all of 

them is that they firmly believe that Allah always sees them, and they worship 

Him as if they could see Him, thereby attaining this great status. 

The good man from the people of Moses used this name as he supplicated 

Allah Almighty and sought refuge with Him from the evil cunning of Pharaoh and 

his allies:  

مۡرَيٓ إلَيَ ﴿
َ
فَو ضَ  أ

 
مۡ  وَأ ق ول  لكَ 

َ
ونَ مَآ أ ر  َ  ٱفسََتَذۡك  َ ٱإنَه   لِلّه َ  لِلّه  [ 44 :]غافر  ﴾ ٤٤لۡعَبَادَٱبصََير   ب

{...And I entrust my affair to Allah. Indeed, Allah is All-Seeing of His servants.} 
[Surat Ghāfir: 44] 

And what was the result? Allah answered his supplication:  
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وءٓ   لِلّه  ٱفَوَقَى ه  ﴿ ْۖ وحََاقَ بِـَٔالَ فرَعَۡوۡنَ س  وا  [ 45 :]غافر ﴾ ٤٥لۡعَذَابَ ٱسَي ـَ َاتَ مَا مَكَر 

{So Allah protected him from the evils they plotted, and the people of Pharaoh 
were afflicted by the worst punishment.} [Surat Ghāfir: 45] 

O Allah, Who sees the motion of the wings of gnats 

during pitch-black night, 

and Who sees their tiny veins 

as well as the marrow of their bones. 

Bestow upon me such a repentance 

by which You erase my past sins. 

A Reminder.. 

The believer should beware of the sins committed in seclusion and avoid 

persistence in this regard without repentance. Thawbān (may Allah be pleased 

with him) reported that the Prophet (may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon 

him) said: “Indeed, I know people from my Ummah who will come on the 

Day of Judgment with good deeds like the mountains of Tihāmah, but 

Allah Almighty will make them like scattered dust.” Thawbān said: “O 

Messenger of Allah, describe them to us and tell us more, so that we will 

not become of them unknowingly.” He said: “They are your brothers and 

from your race, worshiping at night as you do, but they are people who, 

when they are alone, they transgress the sacred limits of Allah.” [Narrated 

by Ibn Mājah] Those are the people who show off before others, and they 

remember Allah Almighty only a little. 

The way you act when you are alone may raise or lower you. He who extols 

Allah Almighty in his seclusion, people will revere him when he is in public. 

Ibn Rajab al-Hanbali (may Allah have mercy upon him) said: “Minor hypocrisy 

results from the difference between a person’s outside and inside.” He also said: 

“Only a person whose inside is good will end his life in a good way, as none can 

maintain pretence at the moment of death. Only what lies within the heart 

comes out then.” 
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O Allah, the All-Seeing, pardon our weakness, shortcomings, and slips, and 

cause us to die as Muslims, O Lord of the worlds. 

39 

At-Tawwāb (The Accepting of Repentance) 

‘Umar ibn al-Khattāb (may Allah be pleased with him) said: “Sit with the oft-

repentant, for they have the softest hearts.” 

I have done wrong, not right, and then come to You, repentant and hoping for 

Your forgiveness. 

If You do not accept me, none would be in more loss and disappointment than 

me. 

Let us spend some time with Allah’s name “At-Tawwāb”. 

What an excellent name “At-Tawwāb” is! It gives the sinner hope to start anew 

and enter the phase of happiness and get out of the circle of frustration and 

darkness.  

نه  ﴿
َ
أ وٓاْ  يَعۡلَم  لمَۡ 

َ
َ ٱأ يَقۡبَل     لِلّه وَ  وۡبَةَ ٱه  َ   لته عَبَادهَ ذ     ۦعَنۡ  خ 

ۡ
دَقَ تَ ٱوَيأَ نه    لصه

َ
َ ٱوَأ وَ    لِلّه وهاب  ٱه    ﴾١٠٤لرهحَيم  ٱ  لته

 [104 :]التوبة

{Do they not know that it is Allah Who accepts repentance from His servants 
and receives charities and that it is Allah Who is the Accepting of Repentance, 
the Most Merciful?} [Surat at-Tawbah: 104] 

Our Lord is the Accepting of Repentance. He described Himself as such, in an 

exaggerated form, because of the large number of His servants whose 

repentance He accepts. Also, since His servants commit sins repeatedly, the 

exaggerated form indicates His vast acceptance of repentance that suits major 

sins. 

He continues to accept the repentance and forgive the sins of those who 

repent and turn to Him, even if they repeat their sins and then repent endlessly. 

Allah Almighty says:  
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لمَۡهَ ﴿ صۡلحََ فَإنَه   ۦفَمَن تاَبَ مَن  بَعۡدَ ظ 
َ
َ ٱوَأ َ ٱيَت وب  عَلَيۡهَ  إنَه  لِلّه ورٞ رهحَيم   لِلّه  [39 :]المائدة     ﴾ ٣٩غَف 

{But whoever repents after his wrongdoing and mends his ways, Allah will 
surely accept his repentance. Indeed, Allah is All-Forgiving, Most Merciful.} 
[Surat al-Mā’idah: 39] 

A man came to the Prophet (may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) and 

said: “O Messenger of Allah, one of us commits a sin.” He said: “It will be 

recorded against him.” The man said: “He asks forgiveness for it and 

repents.” He said: “He will be forgiven and his repentance will be 

accepted, and Allah does not get bored of that, but you get bored.” [Al-

Mustadrak; Hasan (sound)] 

Whoever repents to Allah sincerely, Allah will accept his repentance. 

What a Generous Lord! 

Look at the bounty of Allah Almighty as He makes the repentance of His 

servant preceded and followed by acceptance from Him, Exalted be He! 

He initially turns to him as He permits, guides, and inspires him to repent. That 

is a favor from Allah, the Generous Lord, the Most Merciful, and the Accepting of 

Repentance. 

Then, when he actually repents to Allah, He accepts his repentance and 

pardons his errors and sins. Allah Almighty says:  

ْ  إنَه  ...﴿ َ ٱ ث مه تاَبَ عَلَيۡهَمۡ ليََت وب وٓا وَ  لِلّه وهاب  ٱه   [ 118 :]التوبة      ﴾ ١١٨لرهحَيم  ٱ لته

{...Then He turned to them so they could repent. Indeed, Allah is the Accepting 
of repentance, the Most Merciful.} [Surat at-Tawbah: 118] 

There is no god except Allah. Repentance is a favor from Him, from beginning 

to end. 

So, the Accepting of Repentance is the One Who inspires and allows His 

servant to repent 

and then accepts his repentance, as a favor from Him. 
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The same holds true for good deeds. Allah inspires us and enables us to 

perform good deeds and then rewards us for them. So, it is all benevolence, 

bounty, and favor from Him. 

A Reminder.. 

Repentance is due upon all mankind, in all stages of life, including the pious 

and sinful amongst them as Allah Almighty says:  

َ ٱوَت وب وٓاْ إلَيَ  ....﴿ يُّهَ  لِلّه
َ
ؤۡمَن ونَ ٱجَمَيعًا أ ونَ  لمۡ  مۡ ت فۡلحَ   [ 31]النور:  ﴾٣١لعََلهك 

{...And turn to Allah in repentance, all of you, O believers, so that you might 
succeed.} [Surat an-Nūr: 31] 

Repentance falls under the perfection that Allah loves. It is not a deficiency. 

Allah Almighty says:  

َ ٱإنَه  ....﴿ حَبُّ  لِلّه وه بيَنَ ٱي  َرَينَ ٱوَي حَبُّ  لته تَطَه   [ 222 :]البقرة  ﴾ ٢٢٢ لمۡ 

{...Indeed, Allah loves those who are constantly repentant and loves those who 
purify themselves.} [Surat al-Baqarah: 222] 

He also says:  

بَى َ ٱعلَىَ  لِلّه  ٱلهقَد تهابَ ﴿ هَ جَرَينَ ٱوَ  لنه نصَارَ ٱوَ  لمۡ 
َ
 [ 117 :]التوبة ﴾ ....  لأۡ

{Allah has already forgiven the Prophet and the Emigrants and the 
Supporters...} [Surat at-Tawbah: 117] 

And He says about Adam (peace be upon him):  

ب هََ ﴿ ىَٰٓ ءَادَم  مَن ره وَ   ۥكَلمََ تٖ فَتَابَ عَلَيۡهَ  إنَهه    ۦفَتَلقَه وهاب  ٱه   [ 37 :]البقرة  ﴾ ٣٧  لرهحَيم  ٱ لته
{Then Adam received from his Lord [some] words, and He accepted his 

repentance...} [Surat al-Baqarah: 37] 

About Abraham and Ishmael (peace be upon both of them), He says:  

نتَ  ...﴿
َ
رنَاَ مَنَاسَكَنَا وَت بۡ عَلَيۡنَاۖٓ إنَهكَ أ

َ
وهاب  ٱوَأ  [ 128 :]البقرة ﴾ ١٢٨لرهحَيم  ٱ لته

{...And show us our rites and accept our repentance. Indeed, You are the 
Accepting of repentance, the Most Merciful.} [Surat al-Baqarah: 128] 

And He says about Moses (peace be upon him):  
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ل     ...﴿ وه
َ
أ ناَ۠ 
َ
وَأ إلَيَۡكَ  ت بۡت   بۡحَ نَكَ  س  قَالَ  فَاقَ 

َ
أ آ  فَلَمه ا   صَعقَّٗ وسَى   م  ؤۡمَنيَنَ ٱوخََره    :]الأعراف      ﴾ ١٤٣  لمۡ 

143] 

{...And when he awoke, he said: “Glorified are You! I have repented to You, 
and I am the first of the believers.”} [Surat al-A‘rāf: 143] 

It is well known that the prophets (peace be upon them) would not persist in 

any sin, small or great. Repentance would serve to raise their ranks and increase 

their pious acts. Indeed, Allah loves those who constantly repent to Him and 

loves those who purify themselves. 

The Prophet (may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) said: “By Allah, I 

ask Allah for forgiveness and repent to Him more than seventy times a 

day.” [Narrated by Al-Bukhāri] 

Were it not that you commit sins.. 

Allah Almighty knows that His servants are not free from shortcomings and 

deficiencies. He created them this way so that His mercy, forgiveness, and 

acceptance of repentance can manifest amongst them. The Prophet (may Allah’s 

peace and blessings be upon him) is authentically reported to have said: “If you 

were not to commit sins that Allah would forgive, Allah would replace you 

with people who would commit sins that He would forgive.” [Narrated by 

Muslim] In another Hadīth, the Prophet (may Allah’s peace and blessings be 

upon him) said: “All human beings are sinners; the best sinners are those 

who constantly repent.” [Narrated by Al-Tirmidhi; Sahīh (authentic)] Allah 

Almighty praises the acceptance of His servants’ repentance, as He says:  

نۢبَ ٱغاَفرََ ﴿ وۡبَ ٱوَقَابلََ  لذه وۡلَ  ٱذيَ   لۡعقََابَ ٱشَدَيدَ  لته وَۖ إلَيَۡهَ  لطه ها ه   [ 3]غافر:     ﴾٣لمَۡصَير  ٱلآَ إلََ هَ إلَ

{The forgiver of sin, acceptor of repentance, severe in punishment, owner of 
abundance. There is no deity except Him; to Him is the final return.} [Surat 
Ghāfir: 3] 

Allah Almighty wants His servants to know that He accepts repentance from 

them, regardless of how grave their sins may be:  
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َ ٱ…﴿ ن وبَ ٱيَغۡفرَ    لِلّه  [ 53]الزمر:  ﴾…جَمَيعًا   لذُّ

{...Indeed, Allah forgives all sins...} [Surat az-Zumar: 53] 

In fact, Allah neither needs us nor does He need our worship. Nonetheless, He 

is so pleased when one of His servants repents to Him. What a Generous, Great, 

and Merciful Lord He is! 

The Prophet (may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) said: “Indeed, 

Allah is more pleased with the repentance of His believing servant than a 

man in a desert, who loses his mount carrying his food and drink. Then he 

sleeps and when he gets up, it is gone. So, he goes in search for it until he 

is stricken with thirst. 

Then, he says to himself: ‘I will go back to the place where I was and 

sleep there until I die.’ He places his head upon his forearm waiting for 

death. And when he gets up, lo! There is before him his mount and his 

provision of food and drink on it. So, Allah is more pleased with the 

repentance of His believing servant than this man is pleased with his 

mount and provision.” [Narrated by Al-Bukhāri and Muslim] 

Ibn Taymiyyah (may Allah have mercy upon him) said: “Anyone who repents is 

loved by Allah.”  

َ ٱإنَه  ...﴿ حَبُّ  لِلّه وه بيَنَ ٱي  َريَنَ ٱ وَي حَبُّ  لته تَطَه   [ 222 :]البقرة ﴾ ٢٢٢ لمۡ 

{...Indeed, Allah loves those who are constantly repentant and loves those who 
purify themselves.} [Surat al-Baqarah: 222] 

So, the One Who is Merciful to His servants is worthy of receiving all the love 

and to be worshiped alone, without any partner. Manifestations of such love for 

Him should be apparent in devoting worship sincerely to Him and in drawing 

close to Him by obeying Him and loving whomever and whatever He loves and 

hating whomever and whatever He hates. 

Bilāl ibn Sa‘d said: “You have a Lord Who does not hasten to punish anyone of 

you. He forgives sins, accepts repentance, draws near those coming to Him, and 

shows compassion to those turning away from Him.”  
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وَ  ﴿ هذَيٱوهَ  وۡبَةَ ٱيَقۡبَل     ل َ   لته عَنَ    ۦعَنۡ عَبَادهَ واْ  ي ـَ َاتَ ٱوَيَعۡف  تَفۡعَل ونَ   لسه  :]الشورى          ﴾ ٢٥وَيَعۡلَم  مَا 
25] 

{And it is He Who accepts repentance from His servants and pardons 
misdeeds, and He knows what you do.} [Surat ash-Shūra: 25] 

At the doorstep.. 

Repentance is escaping from disobedience to obedience, from sins to good 

deeds, and from the loneliness of being distant from Allah to the intimacy and 

tranquility of being close to Him. 

In repentance, one turns away from the punishment of the Almighty Lord to 

His vast mercy, from His wrath to His pleasure, and from Him to Him. Indeed, we 

cannot praise Him enough, we cannot find refuge from Him except in Him, and 

we cannot flee from Him but to Him.  

وٓاْ إلَيَ ﴿ َۖ ٱففَرَُّ بيَنٞ  لِلّه َنۡه  نذََيرٞ مُّ م م   [ 50 :]الذاريات ﴾ ٥٠إنَ يَ لكَ 

{Flee, therefore, to Allah. Surely I am a clear warner to you from Him.} [Surat 
adh-Dhāriyāt: 50] 

O Lord, no matter how great my sins are, I supplicate You as You have 

commanded me. 

If only the one who does good can seek refuge in You, then to whom can the 

wrongdoer resort? 

‘Ali ibn Abi Tālib (may Allah be pleased with him) said: “I wonder how one can 

be ruined despite having the means of salvation!” He was asked: “What is it?” He 

said: “Repentance and asking for Allah’s forgiveness.” Ibn al-Qayyim (may Allah 

have mercy upon him) said: “The thing that mostly prompts a Muslim to commit 

a sin is his reliance upon repentance. If he only knew that he may be prevented 

from it, he would be quite fearful.” 

Sincere repentance requires one to necessarily give up the sin, regret what he 

did, and be determined not to return to it, and he should replace his sin with a 

good deed. Moreover, if the sin has something to do with the rights of others, he 

should ask them to absolve and forgive him. 
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Shaqīq al-Balkhi (may Allah have mercy upon him) said: “The sign of 

repentance is: crying over the past sin, fearing from committing it again, 

abandoning evil companions, and sticking to good people.” 

Allah Almighty accepts sincere repentance except in two cases: when the sun 

rises in the west, and when the person is in the throes of death. 

Wake-up shakes.. 

Allah Almighty may afflict His believing servant with something from which he 

should repent so that his servitude to Him becomes complete and he turns to his 

Lord and implores Him in humble submission. 

Many are those who turn away from Allah Almighty and then life becomes 

tough for them, driving them to come back. Then when they return and taste the 

sweetness of being close to their Lord and the blessing of uprightness and 

repentance, they give thanks to Allah for the affliction and hardship that were 

instrumental in their salvation and success.  

َنَ ﴿ م م  ذَيقَنهه  دۡنيَ  ٱ لۡعَذَابَ ٱوَلنَ 
َ
كۡبَرَ ٱ لۡعَذَابَ ٱد ونَ  لأۡ

َ
مۡ يرَجَۡع ونَ  لأۡ  [ 21 :]السجدة ﴾ ٢١لعََلهه 

{And We will surely let them taste the nearer punishment short of the greater 
punishment, so that they may return.} [Surat as-Sajdah: 21] 

So, if you are left to persist in your sins and deviation and enjoy blessings 

around, and you do not repent, you should know that you are hated and being 

gradually drawn to punishment. Allah Almighty says:  

بهََ ﴿ واْ  رَ  واْ مَا ذ ك  ا نسَ  م بَغۡتَةّٗ فَإذََا    ۦفَلَمه خَذۡنَ ه 
َ
أ وت وٓاْ 

 
أ بمََآ  واْ  َ شَىۡءٍ حَتهىَٰٓ إذََا فَرحَ 

بوَۡ بَ ك ل 
َ
فَتَحۡنَا عَلَيۡهَمۡ أ

ونَ  بۡلسَ  م مُّ  [ 44 :]الأنعام  ﴾ ٤٤ه 

{When they forgot the reminder that they were given, We opened for them 
the doors of everything – until when they rejoiced in pride for what they were 
given, We seized them by surprise, so they fell into utter despair.} [Surat al-
An‘ām: 44] 

When you declare your repentance, you should implore your Lord to make you 

steadfast. The Prophet (may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) used to 

supplicate Allah saying: “Allāhumma ya muqallib al-qulūb thabbit qalbi ‘ala 



  

 

175 

dīnik (O Allah, Turner of the hearts, make my heart steadfast upon Your 

religion).” [Narrated by Al-Bukhāri in Al-Adab al-Mufrad; Sahīh (authentic)] 

O Allah, pardon us, for indeed You are the Accepting of Repentance, the Most 

Merciful, and forgive us and our parents, verily, You are the All-Forgiving, the 

Most Merciful. 

40 

Al-‘Alīm (The All-Knowing) 

Our chests harbor thoughts, ideas, objectives, and intentions that none can 

hear or see except for the All-Wise, the All-Knowing. 

And our consciences entertain hidden ideas that are unknown to angels, 

prophets, pious people, scholars, and devils. Only the Knower of the unseen 

knows them and everything. 

The embryo is covered with layer after layer in its mother’s womb, and none 

knows whether it is alive or dead, male or female, and will be miserable or 

blissful. 

None knows its destiny, sustenance, and term of life except the One Who 

encompasses all things in His knowledge.  

َ شَىۡءٍ عَليَمٞ  لِلّه  ٱوَ   ....﴿
 [ 282 :]البقرة  ﴾ ٢٨٢بكَ ل 

{...And Allah is All-Knowing of everything.} [Surat al-Baqarah: 282] 

Knowledge is the opposite of ignorance. 

The knowledge of our Lord encompasses all things, external and internal, open 

and secret. His knowledge encompasses the upper and lower worlds. It 

encompasses the past, present, and future. Allah Almighty says:  

ونَ بهََ ﴿ حَيط  مۡ وَلاَ ي  يدَۡيهَمۡ وَمَا خَلفَۡه 
َ
ا  ۦيَعۡلَم  مَا بَينَۡ أ  [110 :]طه ﴾ ١١٠عَلۡمّٗ

{Allah knows what is [presently] before them and what will be after them, but 
they do not encompass it in knowledge.} [Surat Taha: 110] 
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He knows what lies hidden within our chests, be it belief or disbelief, truth or 

falsehood, good or evil.  

َ ٱإنَه  ..﴿ ورَ ٱ تَ عَليَم   بذََا لِلّه د   [ 119 :]آل عمران ﴾ ١١٩لصُّ

{...Indeed, Allah is All-Knowing of that within the breasts.} [Surat Āl-‘Imrān: 
119] 

َ شَىۡءٍ عَليَمٞ  لِلّه  ٱوَ   ..﴿
 [ 282 :]البقرة  ﴾ ٢٨٢بكَ ل 

{...And Allah is All-Knowing of everything.} [Surat al-Baqarah: 282] 

To Him, private talk is a public one, secrets are open matters, and what is 

hidden is apparent and revealed to Him. 

He is the All-Knowing and He encompasses all things in His knowledge, and 

nothing is or has ever been unknown to Him. 

Nothing in the universe is hidden from or forgotten by Him. 

He is the All-Knowing: 

With His knowledge the leaf falls, the whisper is made, the word is uttered, the 

intention is made, and the drop of water descends. Indeed, everything happens 

with His knowledge. 

He knows the living and the dead, the wet and the dry, the present and the 

absent, what is secret and what is public, and what is small and what is great.  

وَ  وَيَعۡلَم  مَا فيَ    لۡغَيۡبَ ٱمَفَاتحَ      ۥوعََندَه   ۞﴿ ا ه 
ه هَآ إلَ هَا    لبَۡحۡرَ  ٱوَ   لۡبَر َ ٱلاَ يَعۡلَم  ها يَعۡلَم  ط  مَن وَرَقَةٍ إلَ وَمَا تسَۡق 

ل مَ تَ  رۡضَ ٱوَلاَ حَبهةٖ فيَ ظ 
َ
بيَنٖ   لأۡ ها فيَ كتََ بٖ مُّ  [ 59 :]الأنعام ﴾ ٥٩وَلاَ رَطۡبٖ وَلاَ ياَبسٍَ إلَ

{He alone has the keys of the unseen; no one knows them except Him. He 
knows what is in the land and sea. Not a leaf falls without His knowledge, nor a 
grain in the darkness of the earth, nor anything moist or dry, but is [written] in a 
Clear Record.} [Surat al-An‘ām: 59] 

Some of the Companions engaged in a talk that they concealed and kept to 

themselves. Thereupon, Allah Almighty revealed:  

مۡ  لِلّه  ٱعَلمََ  …﴿ سَك  نف 
َ
نت مۡ تَخۡتَان ونَ أ مۡ ك  نهك 

َ
 [ 187]البقرة:  ﴾....أ
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{...Allah knows that you used to deceive yourselves...} [Surat al-Baqarah: 187] 

And the Prophet (may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) confided some 

discourse to one of his wives, and she revealed it. When he informed her about 

that, she asked him: “Who informed you about that?”  

نيََ  …﴿
َ
كَ هَ ذَاۖ قَالَ نَبهأ

َ
نۢبَأ
َ
 [3 :]التحريم        ﴾ ٣لخۡبَيَر  ٱ  لۡعَليَم  ٱقَالتَۡ مَنۡ أ

{He said: “I was informed by the All-Knowing, the All-Aware.”} [Surat at-
Tahrīm: 3] 

‘Umayr ibn Wahb and Safwān ibn Umayyah sat together by night at the 

Ka‘bah, after the battle of Badr, plotting to assassinate the Prophet (may Allah’s 

peace and blessings be upon him). Yet Allah Almighty informed him of their evil 

plot.  

مَاءَٓ ٱفيَ  لقَۡوۡلَ ٱقَالَ رَب يَ يَعۡلَم  ﴿ رۡضَ  ٱوَ  لسه
َ
وَ  لأۡ مَيع  ٱوهَ   [ 4 :]الأنبياء ﴾ ٤لۡعَليَم  ٱ لسه

{He said: “My Lord knows whatever is said in the heaven and earth, and He is 
the All-Hearing, the All-Knowing.”} [Surat al-Anbiyā’: 4] 

The hypocrites talked secretly amongst themselves during the battle of Tabūk 

and spoke critically about the Prophet (may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon 

him), the Companions, and the religion. However, the Knower of the unseen 

informed His Messenger of their plot, cunning, and mockery. He says:  

نه ﴿
َ
وٓاْ أ لمَۡ يَعۡلَم 

َ
َ ٱأ نه  لِلّه

َ
مۡ وَأ مۡ وَنَجۡوَى ه  ه  َ ٱيَعۡلَم  سَره ي وبَ ٱعَله م   لِلّه  [78 :]التوبة  ﴾ ٧٨لۡغ 

{Did they not know that Allah knows their secrets and their private 
conversations and that Allah is the Knower of the unseen?} [Surat at-Tawbah: 
78] 

Allah’s knowledge is perfect and comprehensive: 

م  ﴿ مَآ إلََ ه ك  هذَيٱ لِلّه  ٱإنَه ا  ل وَ  وَسَعَ ك له شَىۡءٍ عَلۡمّٗ ا ه 
ه  [98 :]طه ﴾ ٩٨لآَ إلََ هَ إلَ

{[O people], your god is only Allah; none has the right to be worshiped except 
Him. He encompasses everything in knowledge.”} [Surat Taha: 98] 

None of His creation resembles Him in terms of His perfect knowledge:  

وَ  ۦليَۡسَ كَمَثۡلهََ  ...﴿ مَيع  ٱشَىۡءۖٞ وهَ   [11 :]الشورى ﴾ ١١لبَۡصَير  ٱ لسه
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{...There is nothing like unto Him, and He is the All-Hearing, the All-Seeing.} 
[Surat ash-Shūra: 11] 

ولهَ     لِلّه  ٱلهقَدۡ صَدَقَ  ﴿ َ   لرُّءۡيَا ٱرَس  َ  ٱب ل نه    لحۡقَ  مۡ   لِلّه  ٱإنَ شَاءَٓ    لحۡرََامَ ٱ  لمَۡسۡجَدَ ٱلتََدۡخ  حَل قََينَ ر ء وسَك  ءَامَنيَنَ م 
ا قرَيَبًا  واْ فجََعَلَ مَن د ونَ ذَ لكََ فَتۡحّٗ رَينَ لاَ تَخَاف ونَۖ فَعَلمََ مَا لمَۡ تَعۡلَم  َ قَص   [ 27 :]الفتح      ﴾ ٢٧وَم 

{...He knew what you did not know, and He granted you prior to that an 
imminent conquest.} [Surat al-Fat-h: 27] 

When people know something, it is part of what Allah Almighty teaches them. 

All knowledge, related to the Sharia or destiny, does belong to Allah, the All-

Mighty, the All-Wise.  

نتَ ﴿
َ
ها مَا عَلهمۡتَنَاۖٓ إنَهكَ أ بۡحَ نَكَ لاَ عَلۡمَ لنََآ إلَ  [ 32 :]البقرة  ﴾ ٣٢لحۡكََيم  ٱ لۡعَليَم  ٱقَال واْ س 

{They said: “Glory be to You, we have no knowledge except what You have 
taught us. Verily, You are the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.”} [Surat al-Baqarah: 32] 

Allah Almighty also says:  

ن تَعۡلَم   وكََ  ...﴿ َ ٱفَضۡل   انَ وعََلهمَكَ مَا لمَۡ تكَ  ا  لِلّه  [ 113 :]النساء ﴾ ١١٣عَلَيۡكَ عَظَيمّٗ

{...And He taught you what you did not know...} [Surat an-Nisā’: 113] 

If all people were to gather all the knowledge and information they possess, it 

would be insignificant compared to the vast knowledge of our Lord.  

وحَ  ٱوَيسَۡـ َل ونكََ عَنَ  ﴿ وح  ٱق لَ    لرُّ َنَ    لرُّ وتيَت م م 
 
أ وَمَآ  رَب يَ  مۡرَ 

َ
أ ها قَليَلّٗا  لۡعَلۡمَ ٱمَنۡ    :]الإسراء         ﴾ ٨٥إلَ

85] 

{And they ask you about the soul. Say: “The soul is of the affair of my Lord. And 
you have not been given of knowledge except a little.”} [Surat al-Isrā’: 85] 

When Al-Khidr and Mūsa (Moses) (peace be upon him) went aboard the ship 

and Al-Khidr saw a sparrow stand on the edge of the ship, making one or two 

pecks into the sea, he said to Moses: “O Moses, my and your knowledge 

compared to the knowledge of Allah is like the pecks of this sparrow compared 

to the sea.” 
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Fact.. 

Our Lord keeps the knowledge of the unseen exclusively to Himself:  

وَ    لۡغَيۡبَ ٱمَفَاتحَ    ۥوعََندَه   ۞﴿ ا ه 
ه هَآ إلَ  [ 59]الأنعام:  ﴾...لاَ يَعۡلَم 

{And with Him are the keys of the unseen; none knows them except Him...} 
[Surat al-An‘ām: 59] 

He mentions five categories of the unseen:  

َ ٱإنَه ﴿ اعَةَٱعَلۡم    ۥعَندَه   لِلّه َل   لسه رۡحَامَ  ٱوَيَعۡلَم  مَا فيَ   لۡغَيۡثَ ٱوَي نَز 
َ
اۖ  لأۡ اذَا تكَۡسَب  غَدّٗ وَمَا تدَۡريَ نَفۡسٞ مه

وت   إنَه  رۡضٖ تَم 
َ
ي َ أ
َ
َ ٱوَمَا تدَۡريَ نَفۡس   بأَ  [ 34]لقمان:  ﴾٣٤عَليَم  خَبيَر    لِلّه

{Indeed, Allah has the knowledge of the Hour. He sends down the rain and 
knows what is in the wombs. No soul knows what it will do tomorrow, nor does 
any soul know in which land it will die. Indeed, Allah is All-Knowing, All-Aware.} 
[Surat Luqmān: 34] 

These fives keys of the unseen are known to Allah Almighty alone: 

1. Knowledge of the Hour: this is the first key to the life of the Hereafter. 

2. Sending down rain: this is the key to giving life to the earth through plants. 

3. Knowledge of the wombs: this is the key to life in this world. 

4. Knowledge of what will happen tomorrow: this is the key to the earning in 

the future. 

5. Knowledge of the place of death: this is the key to the life of Barzakh 

(Barrier) and where the particular judgment of each person will be held. 

Undoubtedly, knowledge of the unseen is too great and broad to be limited to 

these five categories. They are merely cited as some important aspects of the 

unseen. In another verse, Allah Almighty says:  

ها يَعۡلَم  مَن فيَ ﴿ مَ وَ تَ ٱق ل ل رۡضَ ٱوَ  لسه
َ
ها  لۡغَيۡبَ ٱ لأۡ  [ 65]النمل:  ﴾.... لِلّه   ٱإلَ

{Say: “None in the heavens and earth knows the unseen except Allah...”} [Surat 
an-Naml: 65] 
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Whoever claims that anyone other than Allah Almighty knows the unseen has 

thus disbelieved in what was revealed to Muhammad (may Allah’s peace and 

blessings be upon him). 

The prophets (peace be upon them) knew nothing of the unseen except what 

Allah Almighty had informed them. ‘Ā’ishah (may Allah be pleased with her) said: 

“Whoever claims that the Prophet (may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon 

him) knew what would happen tomorrow has indeed fabricated a serious lie 

against Allah.”  

عۡلَم   ....﴿
َ
نت  أ َ  لۡغَيۡبَ ٱوَلوَۡ ك  نىََ   لخۡيَۡرَ ٱمَنَ  سۡتَكۡثَرۡت  ٱل وءٓ   ٱوَمَا مَسه  [ 188]الأعراف:   ﴾...  لسُّ

{...And if I knew the unseen, I could have acquired much wealth, and no harm 
would have touched me...} [Surat al-A‘rāf: 188] 

 So, what about those less in rank than the prophets?! 

Your share in this name.. 

When Allah Almighty grants someone knowledge, even if little, He has thus 

elevated him.  

هذَينَ ٱ لِلّه  ٱيرَۡفعََ  ....﴿ مۡ وَ  ل هذَينَ ٱءَامَن واْ مَنك  وت واْ   ل
 
 [ 11]المجادلة:  ﴾... لۡعَلۡمَ ٱأ

{...Allah will raise those who believed among you and those who were given 
knowledge, by degrees...} [ِSurat al-Mujādilah: 11]  

What then if a person is knowledgeable, pious, and fearful of Allah Almighty 

and heedful of His rights? Such people are certain of the knowledge of Allah and 

so their fear and glorification of Him grow. As a consequence, Allah praises them 

from above seven heavens saying:  

َ ٱإنَهمَا يَخۡشَى …﴿ ِْۗ ٱمَنۡ عَبَادهََ    لِلّه ا لَمََٰٓؤ   [ 28]فاطر:  ﴾… لۡع 

{...Only those fear Allah, from among His servants, who have knowledge...} 
[Surat Fātir: 28] 

Knowledge is the core of all noble traits. It elevates people to sublime ranks. 

A person can only reach such a status through knowledge and persistently 

asking Allah Almighty to grant it to him, in compliance with the Prophet’s 

supplication as taught to him by the Almighty Lord:  
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ا  ….﴿ َ زدَۡنيَ عَلۡمّٗ  [ 114]طه:  ﴾١١٤وَق ل رهب 

{...And say: “My Lord, increase me in knowledge.”} [Surat Taha: 114] 

Ibn Hazm (may Allah have mercy upon him) said: “The most sublime 

knowledge is what brings you closer to your Lord.” Ibn al-Qayyim (may Allah 

have mercy upon him) said: “Were it not for the ignorance of most people of this 

pleasure - the pleasure of knowledge - and its great status, they would fight each 

other with swords to attain it. Yet, it is surrounded by difficulties and they are 

prevented from it with a barrier of ignorance so that Allah particularly gives it to 

whomever He wills, and Allah is the Owner of great bounty.” 

O Allah, the All-Knowing, teach us what benefits us, make us benefit from what 

You teach us, and increase us in knowledge. 

41 

Al-‘Azhīm (The Magnificent) 

Glory be to You, the Magnificent Lord! 

You give sovereignty to whom You will, bring poverty after opulence, lower 

some people after being in a high position, and humiliate and weaken whom You 

will after being honorable and strong. You elevate whom You will, grant success 

to whom You will, decree acceptance among people for whom You will, and You 

give whom You will and withhold from whom You will; goodness lies in Your 

hand; indeed You have power over all things. 

There is no god except You, the Magnificent, the Forbearing. 

Your attributes are so sublime and magnificent 

that we cannot extend enough praise to You. 

“Al-‘Azhīm” is one of the Beautiful Names of Allah Almighty. A sublime name 

for a Magnificent Lord. It comprises the meanings of magnificence, greatness, 

honor, and might. 

It gives a sense of supreme strength and awe. Allah Almighty says:  
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وَ  ....﴿  [ 255]البقرة:  ﴾٢٥٥لۡعَظَيم  ٱ لۡعَلىَُّ ٱوهَ 

{...And He is the High, the Magnificent.} [Surat al-Baqarah: 255] 

The Magnificent Lord possesses supreme majesty and status, and His 

magnificence goes beyond all limits of our minds, which cannot perceive His 

nature or essence. 

Our Lord is the Magnificent in His essence, and none is like Him in terms of His 

magnificence. 

As an aspect of His magnificence, the heavens and the earth are smaller than a 

mustard seed in His hand.  

واْ  ﴿ قَدَر  َ ٱوَمَا  َ   لِلّه قَدۡرهَ رۡض  ٱوَ    ۦحَقه 
َ
قَبۡضَت ه    لأۡ ا  مَ وَ ت  ٱوَ   لقَۡيَ مَةَٱيوَۡمَ     ۥجَمَيعّٗ بيََمَينهََ   لسه    ۦ مَطۡويَه ت   

بۡحَ نَه   ونَ   ۥس  ا ي شۡرَك   [ 67]الزمر:   ﴾٦٧وَتعََ لىَ  عَمه

{They did not revere Allah His true reverence. On the Day of Resurrection, the 
whole earth will be in His Grip, and the heavens will be rolled up in His Right 
Hand. Glorified and exalted is He above all what they associate with Him!} [Surat 
az-Zumar: 67] 

The Prophet (may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) is authentically 

reported to have said: “The seven heavens compared to the Kursi 

(Footstool) are only like a ring thrown in a desert; and the superiority of 

the Throne over the Kursi is like the superiority of this desert over this 

ring.” [Narrated by Ibn Abu Shaybah; Sahīh (authentic)] 

Such is the majesty and magnificence of the Kursi and the Throne, which are 

part of His creation. So, what about the magnificence of Allah Almighty Himself, 

Who rose over the Throne high above all His creation?! 

Our Lord is magnificent in His attributes for He possesses all attributes of 

perfection. He is magnificent in His mercy, power, giving, and beauty. 

In a Qudsi Hadīth, Allah Almighty said: “Pride is My robe and magnificence is 

My lower garment. If anyone disputes with Me over one of them, I will throw 

him in Hellfire.” [Narrated by Abu Dāwūd; Sahīh (authentic)] 



  

 

183 

Our Lord is magnificent also in His actions as they point to His vast wisdom, 

justice, grace, and will. 

He is magnificent in every sense that requires us to glorify Him, and we cannot 

extol Him enough. 

Indeed, Allah Almighty has perfect magnificence:  

واْ  ﴿ قَدَر  َ ٱوَمَا  َ   لِلّه قَدۡرهَ رۡض  ٱوَ    ۦحَقه 
َ
قَبۡضَت ه    لأۡ ا  مَ وَ ت  ٱوَ   لقَۡيَ مَةَٱيوَۡمَ     ۥجَمَيعّٗ بيََمَينهََ   لسه    ۦ مَطۡويَه ت   

بۡحَ نَه   ونَ   ۥس  ا ي شۡرَك   [ 67]الزمر:   ﴾٦٧وَتعََ لىَ  عَمه

{They did not revere Allah His true reverence. On the Day of Resurrection, the 
whole earth will be in His Grip, and the heavens will be rolled up in His Right 
Hand. Glorified and exalted is He above all what they associate with Him!} [Surat 
az-Zumar: 67] 

Raise your hands! 

Do not consider any matter as difficult for Him, regardless of how great or 

serious it may be. The Prophet (may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) is 

authentically reported to have said: “When anyone of you supplicates, he 

should not say: ‘O Allah, forgive me if You wish.’ But he should be 

determined in his request and persistent in expressing his desire, for no 

bounty is too great for Allah to bestow (upon His slaves).” [Narrated by Al-

Bukhāri and Muslim - this is the wording of Muslim] 

Our Lord is magnificent in His mercy, forgiveness, forbearance, kindness, and 

generosity. No sin is too great for Him to forgive. 

In the Hadīth about intercession, the Prophet (may Allah’s peace and blessings 

be upon him) said: “... O Muhammad, raise your head, speak and you will 

be heard, ask and you will be given, and intercede and your intercession 

will be accepted. 

I will say: ‘O Lord, give me permission with regard to those who said: la 

ilāha illallāh (there is no god except Allah).’ He will say: ‘By My honor, 

majesty, pride, and magnificence, I will bring out of it anyone who said: la 
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ilāha illallāh (there is no god except Allah).’” [Narrated by Al-Bukhāri and 

Muslim] 

When my heart hardened and life became too tough for me, I considered my 

sins so great. 

But when I compared them to Your pardon, I found Your pardon far greater. 

Whoever resorts to the Magnificent Lord is safe.. 

It is authentically reported that whenever the Prophet (may Allah’s peace and 

blessings be upon him) entered the mosque, he would say: “A‘ūdhu billāhi Al-

‘Azhīm wa biwajhihi al-karīm wa sultānihi al-qadīm min ash-shaytān ar-

rajīm (I seek refuge with Allah, the Magnificent, and with His honorable 

face, and His eternal domain from the accursed devil).” He said: “If he 

says so, the devil will say: ‘He is granted protection against me for the rest 

of the day.’” [Narrated by Abu Dāwūd; Sahīh (authentic)] He who extols Allah 

by his tongue, i.e. engaging in Dhikr, will attain success and his scale of good 

deeds will be heavy on the Day of Judgment. The Prophet (may Allah’s peace and 

blessings be upon him) is authentically reported to have said: “Two phrases are 

light for the tongue to utter, heavy in the Scale, and dear to the Most 

Compassionate: Subhānallāh wa bihamdih subhānallāh Al-‘Azhīm (Glory 

be to Allah and His is the praise, glory be to Allah, the Magnificent).” 

[Narrated by Al-Bukhāri and Muslim] Allah Almighty even commanded His 

servants to glorify Him using this name. He says:  

﴿ َ  [ 74]الواقعة:  ﴾٧٤لۡعَظَيمَ ٱرَب كََ  سۡمَ ٱفسََب حَۡ ب

{So glorify the name of your Lord, the Magnificent.} [Surat al-Wāqi‘ah: 74] 

The Prophet (may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) commanded his 

Ummah to glorify Allah in prayer by this name: “As for bowing, proclaim 

therein the magnificence of the Lord, Exalted be He.” [Narrated by Muslim] 

The key to relief: 

If a disaster befalls you and life becomes so hard and distressful, say: “La ilāha 

illallāh Al-‘Azhīm Al-Halīm, la ilāha illallāh Rabbu al-‘arsh al-‘azhīm, la ilāha illallāh 
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Rabbu as-samāwati wa Rabbu al-ardi wa Rabbu al-‘arsh al-karīm (There is no god 

except Allah, the Magnificent, the Forbearing. There is no god except Allah, the 

Lord of the mighty Throne. There is no god except Allah, the Lord of the heavens, 

the earth, and the Honorable Throne).” [Narrated by Al-Bukhāri and Muslim] If 

you fear a person in power, indeed the power of Allah is far greater. ‘Abdullah 

ibn Mas‘ūd said: “O Allah, Lord of the seven heavens and Lord of the mighty 

Throne, support me against so-and-so and his allies among Your creation, lest 

anyone of them should oppress or transgress against me. Your support is might, 

all praise is due to You, and there is no god except You.” The Prophet (may 

Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) used to seek refuge with the 

magnificence of Allah Almighty from being swallowed by earth in the morning 

and evening saying: “Allāhumma a‘ūdhu bi‘azhamatika min an ughtāla min 

tahti (O Allah, I seek refuge in Your magnificence from being swallowed 

up from underneath me).” [Narrated by Al-Tirmidhi; Sahīh (authentic)] Hence, 

whoever seeks refuge in Allah Almighty, the Magnificent Lord, and draws closer 

to Him and fears Him will attain security in this world and the reward in the 

Hereafter. Our Lord says:  

َ ٱوَمَن يَتهقَ  ....﴿ ـَ َاتهََ  لِلّه رَۡ عَنۡه  سَي  جۡرًا   ۥٓوَي عۡظَمۡ لهَ   ۦي كَف 
َ
 [ 5]الطلاق:  ﴾٥أ

{...And whoever fears Allah - He will remove for him his misdeeds and make 
great for him his reward.} [Surat at-Talāq: 5] 

As for the highest degree with Allah Almighty, it is for those about whom He 

says:  

هذَينَ ٱ﴿ واْ فيَ سَبيَلَ    ل واْ وَجَ هَد  َ ٱءَامَن واْ وهََاجَر  عۡظَم  دَرجََةً عَندَ    لِلّه
َ
سَهَمۡ أ نف 

َ
مۡوَ لهََمۡ وَأ

َ
َ  ٱبأَ م     لِلّه وْلََٰٓئكََ ه 

 
وَأ

ونَ ٱ  [ 20]التوبة:  ﴾٢٠ لفَۡائٓزَ 

{Those who believed, emigrated, and strove in Allah’s cause with their wealth 
and their lives are of a higher rank before Allah; it is they who will triumph.} 
[Surat at-Tawbah: 20] 

Yet, he who associates partners with Allah and does not have faith enough to 

proclaim His magnificence will have a recompense similar to his action, namely 

Hellfire - may Allah protect us from it.  
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لُّوه  ﴿ فَغ  وه   ذ  هَا سَبۡع ونَ ذرََاعّٗا فَ   ٣١صَلُّوه    لجۡحََيمَ ٱث مه    ٣٠خ  وه  ٱث مه فيَ سَلسَۡلَةٖ ذَرعۡ  كَانَ لاَ     ۥإنَهه    ٣٢سۡل ك 
 َ َ ٱي ؤۡمَن  ب  [ 33-30]الحاقة:  ﴾٣٣ لۡعَظَيمَ ٱ لِلّه

{“Seize him and shackle him, then make him burn in the Blazing Fire, then tie 
him up with chain of seventy cubits long. For he did not believe in Allah, the 
Most Great,} [Surat al-Hāqqah: 30-33] 

How should a Muslim extol his Lord? 

We extol our Lord by extolling His names and attributes, and our extolment of 

Him should lie within our hearts in the form of love for Him, acknowledgment of 

His magnificence, and being humbly submissive to Him. “Whoever believes 

himself to be better than others and walks with a swaggering gait will meet Allah 

while He is angry with him.” [Narrated by Ahmad; Sahīh (authentic)] Moreover, 

we should extol Allah Almighty by our tongues and by remembering Him 

frequently.  

﴿ َ  [ 74]الواقعة:  ﴾٧٤لۡعَظَيمَ ٱرَب كََ  سۡمَ ٱفسََب حَۡ ب

{So glorify the name of your Lord, the Magnificent.} [Surat al-Wāqi‘ah: 74] 

And we should extol Him by our body organs, as we use them in worshiping 

and obeying Him. To extol Allah Almighty, we should obey Him and not disobey 

Him; remember Him and not forget Him; and give thanks to Him and not show 

ingratitude to Him. 

Aspects of extolling Allah Almighty include extolling His messengers, angels, 

rituals, such as prayer, Zakah, fasting, Hajj, and ‘Umrah.  

مۡ شَعََٰٓئرََ ﴿ َ عَظ  َ ٱذَ لكََۖ وَمَن ي  ل وبَ ٱفَإنَههَا مَن تَقۡوَى  لِلّه  [ 32]الحج:  ﴾٣٢ لقۡ 

{This is so. And whoever honors the rituals of Allah, it is from the piety of the 
hearts.} [Surat al-Hajj: 32] 

Our extolment of Him also includes extolling His noble Book, which He 

describes as being magnificent:  

َنَ ﴿ ا م  رۡءَانَ ٱوَ   لمَۡثَانيَٱوَلقََدۡ ءَاتَيۡنَ كَ سَبۡعّٗ  [ 87]الحجر:  ﴾٨٧لۡعَظَيمَ ٱ لقۡ 
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{We have surely given you the seven oft-repeated verses and the great 
Qur’an.} [Surat al-Hijr: 87] 

And part of extolling Him is to extol His sanctities and the sanctities of the 

believers.  

مَ تَ ﴿ ر  مۡ ح  َ عَظ  َ ٱذَ لكََۖ وَمَن ي  هه   لِلّه وَ خَيۡرٞ ل  [ 30]الحج:   ﴾.... ِۦۗ عَندَ رَب هََ   ۥفَه 

{Such [is the pilgrimage]; whoever honors the sacred rituals of Allah, it is best 
for him with his Lord...} [Surat al-Hajj: 30] 

Another aspect of extolling Him is not to give precedence to the speech of 

anyone, irrespective of his status, over the speech of Allah.  

هَا  ﴿ يُّ
َ
أ هذَينَ ٱيََٰٓ يدََيَ    ل بَينَۡ  واْ  م  َ ت قَد  لاَ  َ ٱءَامَن واْ  ولهََ   لِلّه ْ ٱوَ   ۖۦ وَرَس  وا َ  ٱ  تهق  َ ٱإنَه    لِلّه عَليَمٞ   لِلّه   ﴾ ١سَمَيع  

 [ 1]الحجرات: 

{O you who believe, do not decide [any matter of importance] before Allah and 
His Messenger, and fear Allah, for Allah is All-Hearing, All-Knowing.} [Surat al-
Hujurāt: 1] 

O You Who created this superb creation 

and guarantee sustenance for all, 

Your attributes are so sublime and magnificent 

that we cannot extend enough praise to You. 

Here I have come to You, having nothing but my trust in You 

with a regretful heart and tearful eyes. 

Forgive the past sins of Your servant and enable him 

to do what is pleasing to You. 

Your bounty is complete, indeed. 

And I very much hope You will be Bountiful to me. 

I implore Allah, the Magnificent, to make us among the pious who will win the 

gardens of bliss. 

42 
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Al-Qawiyy (The All-Powerful) 

O Lord, I have turned to You in repentance 

and submission, holding onto Your rope. 

I do not need any powerful person, for You, my Lord, 

are the Most Great, the All-Powerful. 

I have tried every refuge in my life but found no refuge 

more mighty and honorable than Your refuge. 

Let us talk about our Almighty Lord, Who says:  

َ ٱإنَه ﴿ وَ   لِلّه زهاق  ٱه  وهةَ ٱذ و   لره  [ 58]الذاريات:   ﴾٥٨ لمَۡتيَن  ٱ لقۡ 

{Indeed, it is Allah Who is the All-Provider, Lord of Power, the Mighty.} [Surat 
adh-Dhāriyāt: 58] 

And Who says:  

هذَينَ ٱ  لِلّه  ٱوَرَده  ﴿ وَكَفَى    ل ا   خَيۡرّٗ يَنَال واْ  لمَۡ  بغََيۡظَهَمۡ  واْ  ؤۡمَنيَنَ ٱ  لِلّه  ٱكَفَر  قَويًَّا   لِلّه  ٱوكََانَ    لقَۡتَالَ  ٱ  لمۡ 
ا  [ 25]الأحزاب:  ﴾٢٥عَزيَزّٗ

{Allah has repelled the disbelievers in their rage without gaining any good. And 
Allah spared the believers from fighting, and Allah is All-Powerful, All-Mighty.} 
[Surat al-Ahzāb: 25] 

He also says:  

َ ٱ إنَه  ...﴿  [ 25]الحديد:  ﴾٢٥قَويٌَّ عَزيَزٞ  لِلّه

{...Indeed, Allah is All-Powerful, All-Mighty.} [Surat al-Hadīd: 25] 

Our All-Powerful Lord never suffers any weakness, laxity, or fatigue. 

Our Lord is the One Who is never overcome, defeated, or resisted, and Whose 

decree is never repelled. To Him belong the absolute power and the perfect will. 

Verily, He possesses unlimited and boundless power. 
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Our Lord has complete power and is omnipotent. Never does He experience 

any inability or fatigue. His will is sure to pass at any time He wishes in His 

heavens or earth - Exalted be He. 

He is All-Powerful in His strike and punishment. 

All power belongs to Him alone.  

نه ....﴿
َ
وهةَ ٱأ ا  لقۡ  َ جَمَيعّٗ  [ 165]البقرة:  ﴾...لَِلّه

{...All power belongs to Allah...} [Surat al-Baqarah: 165] 

He is the All-Powerful and power is one of His attributes; and He has complete 

power over those who are in power. 

Power comes from Him.. 

How can we not be totally devoted to Him and rely upon Him for the 

fulfillment of our desires and needs when we are in utmost need for His power 

and giving?! 

We cannot have any power save through His power and help, and we cannot 

have the strength to avoid sins and evils except through Him. 

Allah Almighty grants such power to whom He wills, just like sustenance in 

general. 

Man is weak. He is created weak, born weak, and will die weak. Allah Almighty 

says:  

لقََ  ...﴿ ا  لإۡنَسَ ن  ٱوخَ   [ 28]النساء:  ﴾٢٨ضَعَيفّٗ

{...And mankind was created weak.} [Surat an-Nisā’: 28] 

He also says:  

هذَيٱ  لِلّه  ٱ ۞﴿ ا وَشَيۡبَةّٗ     ل ةٖ ضَعۡفّٗ َن ضَعۡفٖ ث مه جَعَلَ مَن  بَعۡدَ ضَعۡفٖ ق وهةّٗ ث مه جَعَلَ مَن  بَعۡدَ ق وه م م  خَلقََك 
وَ   [ 54]الروم:  ﴾٥٤  لقَۡدَير  ٱ لۡعَليَم  ٱيَخۡل ق  مَا يشََاءٓ   وهَ 

{It is Allah Who created you in a state of weakness, then after weakness He 
gave you strength, then after strength He made you weak and old. He creates 
what He wills, and He is the All-Knowing, the Most Capable.} [Surat ar-Rūm: 54] 
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The days of Allah.. 

As many people tend to forget this truth - that humans are created weak and 

have no power or strength except through Allah - the devil has allured them into 

self-conceit and the belief that they are powerful, leading them to forget the 

power of Allah. Hence, they persist in their misguidance and deviation. 

Take ‘Ād as an example, Allah Almighty says about them:  

ا عاَدٞ فَ ﴿ مه
َ
ْ ٱفأَ وا رۡضَ ٱفيَ    سۡتَكۡبَر 

َ
نه    لحۡقَ َ ٱبغََيۡرَ    لأۡ

َ
وَلمَۡ يرََوۡاْ أ

َ
ةًۖ أ شَدُّ مَنها ق وه

َ
َ ٱوَقَال واْ مَنۡ أ هذَيٱ  لِلّه وَ    ل مۡ ه  خَلقََه 

ونَ  مۡ ق وهةّٗۖ وكََان واْ بِـَٔايَ تنََا يَجحَۡد  شَدُّ مَنۡه 
َ
 [ 15]فصلت:  ﴾١٥أ

{As for ‘Ād, they were arrogant in the land without right, and said, “Who is 
more powerful than us?” Did they not see that Allah, Who created them, is more 
powerful than them? Yet they continued to reject Our signs.} [Surat Fussilat: 15] 

When Hūd (Heber) (peace be upon him) asked them to fear Allah and worship 

Him alone, they said:  

شَدُّ مَنها ق وهةًۖ  ...﴿
َ
 [ 15]فصلت:   ﴾...مَنۡ أ

{...Who is greater than us in strength?...} [Surat Fussilat: 15] 

We have vanquished other people and can defend ourselves against any 

punishment, thanks to our great power. They were conceited by their tall 

statures. Ibn ‘Abbās (may Allah be pleased with him and his father) said: “The 

tallest among them was hundred cubits long and the shortest was sixty cubits.” 

When their defiance and disobedience reached their peak, Allah Almighty sent 

upon them one of His soldiers: a ferocious wind. He says:  

عَذَابَ  ﴿ مۡ  ذَيقَه  ل نَ  حسََاتٖ  نه يهامٖ 
َ
أ فيَٓ  ا  صَرۡصَرّٗ ا  ريَحّٗ عَلَيۡهَمۡ  رۡسَلۡنَا 

َ
ةَ ٱفيَ    لخۡزَۡيَ ٱفأَ نۡيَاۖ ٱ  لحۡيََو  وَلعََذَاب    لدُّ

ونَ  لۡأٓخَرَةَ ٱ مۡ لاَ ي نصَر  خۡزَى   وهَ 
َ
 [ 16]فصلت:  ﴾١٦أ

{So We sent against them a roaring wind for several inauspicious days to make 
them taste a disgracing punishment in the life of this world; but the punishment 
of the Hereafter is far more disgracing, and they will not be helped.} [Surat 
Fussilat: 16] 
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This is one of the immutable laws of Allah, which continues throughout the 

ages: Those who act arrogantly and are conceited due to their power will meet 

the same fate as ‘Ād, i.e. they will be seized by the All-Powerful Lord. 

Hence, Allah Almighty says:  

واْ فيَ ﴿ رۡضَ ٱ ق لۡ سَير 
َ
ْ ٱث مه  لأۡ وا ر  بيَنَ ٱكَيۡفَ كَانَ عَ قَبَة    نظ  َ كَذ   [ 11]الأنعام:  ﴾١١ لمۡ 

{Say, “Travel through the land, then see how was the end of the deniers.”} 
[Surat al-An‘ām: 11] 

Perhaps they will learn a lesson from the terrible and deadly fates of the past 

nations. Scores of nations denied Allah and His messengers and acted arrogantly 

due to their power and advance on earth, thus, Allah seized them so powerfully.  

خَذۡناَ بذََنۢبهََ ﴿
َ
أ خَذَتهۡ     ۖۦ فَك لًّا 

َ
أ نۡ  م مه وَمَنۡه  ا  حَاصَبّٗ رۡسَلۡنَا عَلَيۡهَ 

َ
أ نۡ  م مه يۡحَة  ٱفَمَنۡه  نۡ خَسَفۡنَا    لصه م مه وَمَنۡه 

رۡضَ ٱبهََ 
َ
غۡرَقۡنَا  وَمَا كَانَ  لأۡ

َ
نۡ أ م مه مۡ يَ  لِلّه  ٱوَمَنۡه  سَه  نف 

َ
مۡ وَلَ كَن كَان وٓاْ أ ونَ ليََظۡلمََه   [ 40]العنكبوت:  ﴾٤٠ظۡلمَ 

{Each of them We seized for their sin: against some of them We sent a storm 
of stones; some were seized by a blast; some We caused the earth to swallow; 
and some We drowned. It was not Allah Who wronged them, but it was they 
who wronged themselves.} [Surat al-‘Ankabūt: 40] 

In the battle of the Ahzāb (allies), The polytheists besieged the Prophet (may 

Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) and his Companions (may Allah be 

pleased with them) with the intention to wipe them off the face of the earth. 

However, Allah Almighty sent down one of His soldiers - a wind - which made 

them flee from around Madinah.  

هذَينَ ٱ  لِلّه  ٱوَرَده  ﴿ وَكَفَى    ل ا   خَيۡرّٗ يَنَال واْ  لمَۡ  بغََيۡظَهَمۡ  واْ  ؤۡمَنيَنَ ٱ  لِلّه  ٱكَفَر  قَويًَّا   لِلّه  ٱوكََانَ    لقَۡتَالَ  ٱ  لمۡ 
ا  [ 25]الأحزاب:  ﴾٢٥عَزيَزّٗ

{Allah has repelled the disbelievers in their rage without gaining any good. And 
Allah spared the believers from fighting, and Allah is All-Powerful, All-Mighty.} 
[Surat al-Ahzāb: 25] 
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A boy destroyed a king; water drowned a community; a sea stamped out an 

army; a mosquito humiliated the tyrant Namrūd; a land swallowed Qārūn; and 

birds crushed the army of Abrahah. 

He is the All-Powerful, Whose power amazes all. 

The matter and decision entirely belong to Allah Almighty, not to His creation. 

Shall I tell you?! 

The more one knows the meaning of Allah’s name “Al-Qawiyy”, the more he 

will rely upon his Lord and derive all power from Him, disowning his own power 

and strength. The Prophet (may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) is 

authentically reported to have said to one of his Companions: “Shall I inform 

you of a phrase which is one of the treasures of Paradise? La hawla wa la 

quwwata illa billāh (There is no power nor strength except through 

Allah).” [Narrated by Al-Bukhāri - this is his wording - and Muslim] It means: You 

cannot move from one state to another, or have the capacity to effect any 

change unless Allah helps, supports, and guides you. ‘Abdullah ibn Mas‘ūd (may 

Allah be pleased with him) said: “There is no power nor strength except through 

Allah means you cannot turn away from disobeying Allah except through His 

protection, and you do not have the ability to obey Him except with His help.” 

Ibn al-Qayyim (may Allah have mercy upon him) said: “This phrase has an 

amazing effect when it comes to dealing with difficult matters, enduring 

hardships, meeting kings and those who are feared, and facing horrible events. It 

also helps in getting rid of poverty.” Allah Almighty loves to see His servants 

humble to Him and remembering His power.  

شَاءَٓ  ﴿ مَا  ق لۡتَ  جَنهتَكَ  دَخَلۡتَ  إذَۡ  َ   لِلّه  ٱوَلوَۡلآَ  ب ا 
ه إلَ ق وهةَ  َ  ٱلاَ  ا  لِلّه وَوَلدَّٗ ّٗا  مَال مَنكَ  قلَه 

َ
أ ناَ۠ 
َ
أ ترََنَ   ﴾٣٩إنَ 

 [ 39]الكهف: 

{If only you had said, when you entered your garden, ‘This is by Allah’s Will; 
there is no power except with Allah.’ Even though you see me inferior to you in 
wealth and children,} [Surat al-Kahf: 39] 

Although Allah loves the humble, He also loves the strong believers. The 

Prophet (may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) is authentically reported 
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to have said: “The strong believer is better and dearer to Allah than the 

weak one, yet there is goodness in both of them.” [Narrated by Muslim] 

These two attributes occur in this verse:  

ذلَهةٍ علَىَ  ۚٓ...﴿
َ
ؤۡمَنيَنَ ٱأ ةٍ علَىَ  لمۡ  عَزه

َ
 [ 54]المائدة:  ﴾... لۡكَ فرَيَنَ ٱأ

{...Humble towards the believers, mighty against the disbelievers...} [Surat al-
Mā’idah: 54] 

Nations can only be strong by knowledge and work. Allah Almighty says:  

ا  ﴿ مه م  لهَ  واْ  عَدُّ
َ
بََاطَ    سۡتَطَعۡت مٱوَأ ر  وَمَن  ةٖ  ق وه َن  بهََ   لخۡيَۡلَ ٱم  وه    ۦت رۡهبَ ونَ  َ ٱعَد  وَءَاخَريَنَ مَن   لِلّه مۡ  ك  وه وعََد 

م   ونَه  مۡ   لِلّه  ٱد ونهََمۡ لاَ تَعۡلَم  ه   [ 60]الأنفال:  ﴾...يَعۡلَم 

{Prepare against them whatever force you can and cavalry, to deter Allah’s 
enemies and your enemies, and others besides them whom you do not know, 
but Allah knows them...} [Surat al-Anfāl: 60] 

Do what Allah wants from you, and He will give you more than what you want. 

O Allah, the All-Powerful, the All-Mighty, support us against the oppressors. 

43 

Al-Matīn (The Strong) 

Abu Hurayrah (may Allah be pleased with him) reported: “A man became 

needy and he got out to the wilderness. Thereupon, his wife said: ‘O Allah, 

provide for us so that we can make dough and bread.’ 

When he returned, he found the bowl full of dough, something was being 

roasted in the furnace, and the hand mill was operating. He asked: ‘Where has 

this come from?’ She replied: ‘From the provision of Allah.’ He then swept what 

was around the hand mill. 

Thereupon, the Prophet (may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) said: ‘If 

he had left it, it would have continued to revolve - or grind - till the Day of 

Judgment.’” [Narrated by Al-Tabarāni in Al-Mu‘jam al-Awsat; Sahīh (authentic)] 
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This is a message to anyone who has been hit by distress, weakness, difficulties, 

and tough living. Rejoice and expect imminent relief, clear support, ease, and 

strength.  

َۖ ٱوعَۡدَ ﴿ خۡلفَ   لِلّه  [ 6]الروم:  ﴾....  ۥوعَۡدَه   لِلّه  ٱلاَ ي 

{[It is] the promise of Allah. Allah does not fail in His promise...} [Surat ar-Rūm: 
6] 

We shall pause here with one of the beautiful names of Allah, namely “Al-

Matīn”. 

َ ٱإنَه ﴿ وَ   لِلّه زهاق  ٱه  وهةَ ٱذ و   لره  [ 58]الذاريات:   ﴾٥٨ لمَۡتيَن  ٱ لقۡ 

{Indeed, it is Allah Who is the All-Provider, Lord of Power, the Mighty.} [Surat 
adh-Dhāriyāt: 58] 

Our Lord, Exalted be He, is the Strong. 

He possesses unlimited power and strength. His strength is boundless and 

endless, and He never suffers any difficulty or fatigue in whatever He does. All 

might belongs to Him, He has full power over His affairs, and He is the 

Omnipotent Who never experiences inability. 

Where are they? 

Allah Almighty informs us about past nations that deviated from His 

commands and messengers and even claimed to be strong and dominant, and so 

He subjected them to a severe punishment.  

ا عاَدٞ فَ ﴿ مه
َ
ْ ٱفأَ وا رۡضَ ٱفيَ    سۡتَكۡبَر 

َ
نه    لحۡقَ َ ٱبغََيۡرَ    لأۡ

َ
وَلمَۡ يرََوۡاْ أ

َ
ةًۖ أ شَدُّ مَنها ق وه

َ
َ ٱوَقَال واْ مَنۡ أ هذَيٱ  لِلّه وَ    ل مۡ ه  خَلقََه 

ونَ  مۡ ق وهةّٗۖ وكََان واْ بِـَٔايَ تنََا يَجحَۡد  شَدُّ مَنۡه 
َ
 [ 15]فصلت:  ﴾١٥أ

{As for ‘Ād, they were arrogant in the land without right, and said, “Who is 
more powerful than us?” Did they not see that Allah, Who created them, is more 
powerful than them? Yet they continued to reject Our signs.} [Surat Fussilat: 15] 

Their end was as Allah Almighty says:  

مۡ  كَذَ لكََ نَجزَۡي  ....﴿ ا مَسَ كَن ه 
ه واْ لاَ ي رَىَٰٓ إلَ صۡبَح 

َ
جۡرمََينَ ٱ لقَۡوۡمَ ٱفأَ  [ 25]الأحقاف:   ﴾٢٥لمۡ 
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{...And they became such that there was nothing left visible except [ruins of] 
their dwellings. This is how We recompense the wicked people.} [Surat al-Ahqāf: 
25] 

Where are the kings and those who used to populate the earth? 

They departed and left behind what they had built and developed. 

And they now lie in their graves, subject to the result of their deeds. 

They have turned into rotten bones after leading a life of luxury. 

Where are their soldiers? They could not help them. 

And where are their wealth and fortunes? 

The command of their Lord came to them unexpectedly. 

So, neither their wealth nor their soldiers could support them. 

Your wish comes true.. 

The true believer knows that Allah is powerful, strong, and that He is 

Competent over all things. He fulfills wishes, brings close what is distant, and 

turns dreams into realities. 

Here is Ibrāhim (Abraham) (peace be upon him) as an example. He brought his 

family to a valley empty of plants and left his weak wife and little child to reside 

in that valley. Putting all his trust in the power of Allah Almighty, he said:  

يَهتىَ بوََادٍ غَيۡرَ ذيَ زَرۡعٍ عَندَ بيَۡتكََ ﴿ سۡكَنت  مَن ذ ر 
َ
بهنَآ إنَ يَٓ أ مَ ٱره حَره  [ 37]إبراهيم:   ﴾.... لمۡ 

{Our Lord, I have settled some of my offspring in a barren valley near Your 

Sacred House...} 

My Lord, I brought them near Your door and cut their hopes off anyone but 

You: 

واْ ..﴿ ةَ ٱ رَبهنَا ليَ قَيم  لَو   [ 37]إبراهيم:  ﴾... لصه

{...Our Lord, so that they may establish prayer...} 

My Lord, so that they can serve You; indeed, You are more entitled to them 

than me and than themselves:  
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َنَ  جۡعَلۡ ٱفَ  ...﴿ فـۡ َدَةّٗ م 
َ
اسَ ٱأ  [ 37]إبراهيم:  ﴾ ....تَهۡويَٓ إلَيَۡهَمۡ  لنه

{...So make hearts of the people incline toward them...} [Surat Ibrāhim: 37] 

My Lord, subject Your servants to help them if they needed anything; indeed, 

You are Capable of all things. 

If you are weak, but your Lord is powerful and strong, then do not be afraid. 

Indeed, whoever relies upon Allah, He grants him sufficiency, and whoever 

presents his needs to his Lord, He fulfills them. Our Lord, Exalted be He, feels 

jealous when the believer’s heart gets attached to anyone other than Him, when 

he depends on or yields to anyone other than Him, or humbles himself before 

anyone other than Him. 

The story of Yūsuf (Joseph) (peace be upon him) is one of the best and clearest 

indeed. It contains different stages and shifts from one condition to another, 

from a crisis to a blessing, from humiliation to honor, from slavery to authority, 

from disunity and dispersion to reunion and harmony, from grief to joy, from 

opulence to famine to opulence again, and from denial to acknowledgment. 

Then do not complain to the weak about the All-Powerful Lord. 

If you ever complain to human beings, you are complaining about the Most 

Merciful to those who have no mercy. 

Real strength lies in holding onto Allah Almighty alone, and not onto others, be 

they individuals or nations. Do you not see the bad situation in which the Muslim 

Ummah has fallen after they abandoned reliance upon Allah Almighty and 

pinned their hopes upon their enemies? They fell in the sight of Allah Almighty 

as well as in the eyes of their enemies. That is why they are in humiliation and 

loss and will not be able to restore their glory and strength unless they turn to 

the powerful and strong Lord, alone, with no partner. Allah Almighty says:  

لىَٓ  إنَه  لِلّه  ٱكَتَبَ  ﴿ نَا۠ وَر س 
َ
غۡلبَنَه أ

َ
َ ٱلأَ  [ 21]المجادلة:  ﴾٢١قَويٌَّ عَزيَزٞ  لِلّه

{Allah has written: “I will surely overcome, I and My messengers.” Indeed, 
Allah is All-Powerful, All-Mighty.} [Surat al-Mujādilah: 21] 

O Allah, we ask You by Your name “Al-Matīn” to forgive us, our parents, and all 

Muslims. 
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44 - 45 - 46 

Al-Qādir, Al-Qadīr, Al-Muqtadir (The Able - The 
Omnipotent - The Supreme Determiner) 

Whoever establishes the commands of Allah, Allah will support him and 

whoever uses whatever is in his power for the sake of Allah, Allah will subject to 

him what is in His Hand. Indeed, the entire universe is in the Hand of Allah 

Almighty for He is the Able and the Omnipotent. 

The Prophet (may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) said: “While a 

man was walking through a barren land, he heard a voice coming out of a 

cloud saying: ‘Irrigate the garden of so-and-so.’ Thereupon, the cloud 

drifted in a certain direction and discharged its water over a rocky plain. 

The streamlets flowed into a channel. This man followed the channel until 

it reached a garden and he saw the owner of the garden standing in its 

center, working with his spade spreading the water. He asked him: ‘O 

servant of Allah, what is your name?’ He told him his name, which was the 

same that he heard from the cloud. 

The owner of the garden then asked him: ‘O servant of Allah, why did 

you ask about my name?’ He replied: ‘I heard a voice from the cloud 

which poured down this water saying: “Irrigate the garden of so-and-so.” I 

would like to know what you do with it.’ 

He said: ‘Now since you have asked me, I will tell you. I estimate the 

produce of the garden and give one-third of it in charity, spend one-third 

on myself and my family, and invest one-third back into the garden.’” 

[Narrated by Muslim] 

واْ فيَ  ﴿ وَلمَۡ يسََير 
َ
رۡضَ ٱأ

َ
واْ كَيۡفَ كَانَ عَ قَبَة     لأۡ ر  هذَينَ ٱفَيَنظ  مۡ ق وهةّٗ  وَمَا كَانَ    ل شَده مَنۡه 

َ
  لِلّه  ٱمَن قَبۡلهََمۡ وكََان وٓاْ أ

مَ وَ تَ ٱمَن شَىۡءٖ فيَ   ۥليَ عۡجَزَه   رۡضَ  ٱوَلاَ فيَ  لسه
َ
ا    ۥإنَهه   لأۡ ا قَدَيرّٗ  [ 44]فاطر:  ﴾٤٤كَانَ عَليَمّٗ
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{...Allah is not such that something can escape Him in the heavens or on earth. 
He is indeed All-Knowing, Most Capable.} [Surat Fātir: 44] 

نه  ﴿
َ
لمَۡ تَعۡلَمۡ أ

َ
َ ٱأ لۡك      ۥلهَ    لِلّه مَ وَ تَ ٱم  رۡضَ ٱوَ   لسه

َ
ِۗ وَ   لأۡ َ شَىۡءٖ    لِلّه  ٱي عَذ َب  مَن يشََاءٓ  وَيَغۡفرَ  لمََن يشََاءٓ 

علَىَ  ك ل 
 [ 40]المائدة:  ﴾٤٠قَدَيرٞ 

{Do you not know that the dominion of the heavens and earth belongs to 
Allah? He punishes whom He wills and forgives whom He wills, and Allah is Most 
Capable of all things.} [Surat al-Mā’idah: 40] 

Our Lord, Exalted be He, is competent over all things, and nothing can escape 

His power or will. Unlike His creation, He, Exalted be He, never experiences 

inability or slackness. 

Our Lord possesses complete power. With His power, He brought everything 

into existence, and with His power, He proportioned and perfected their 

creation, gives life and causes death, and then resurrects His servants for the 

recompense, rewarding those who do good and punishing the wrongdoers. 

Our Lord is the One Who  

ه  ﴿ مۡر 
َ
مَآ أ ولَ لهَ    ۥٓإنَه ن يَق 

َ
رَادَ شَيۡـ ًا أ

َ
ون    ۥإذََآ أ ن فَيَك   [ 82]يس:  ﴾٨٢ك 

{...When He intends a thing, He says to it: “Be”, and it is.} [Surat Yasīn: 82] 

He is the Omnipotent and nothing can ever escape His power or will. 

His ability is complete.. 

Part of His ability is that:  

ِۗ وَ ...﴿ عَذ َب  مَن يشََاءٓ  وَيَغۡفرَ  لمََن يشََاءٓ  َ شَىۡءٖ قَدَيرٞ  لِلّه  ٱي 
 [ 40]المائدة:  ﴾٤٠علَىَ  ك ل 

{...He punishes whom He wills and forgives whom He wills, and Allah is Most 
Capable of all things.} [Surat al-Mā’idah: 40] 

Allah Almighty says: 

وَ    ..﴿ ا   لقَۡادَر  ٱه  مۡ شَيَعّٗ وۡ يلَۡبسََك 
َ
مۡ أ لكَ  رجۡ 

َ
وۡ مَن تَحۡتَ أ

َ
مۡ أ َن فَوۡقكَ  مۡ عَذَابّٗا م  ن يَبۡعَثَ عَلَيۡك 

َ
علَىََٰٓ أ

سَ بَعۡضٍ  
ۡ
م بأَ  [ 65]الأنعام:   ﴾...وَي ذَيقَ بَعۡضَك 
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{...“He is Capable to send a punishment from above you or from beneath your 
feet, or split you into factions, and make you suffer at the hands of one 
another.”...} [Surat al-An‘ām: 65] 

Another aspect of His ability is that He is able to bring and gather us together 

wherever we may be.  

م   ...﴿ تَ بكَ 
ۡ
ون واْ يأَ يۡنَ مَا تكَ 

َ
َ ٱجَمَيعًا  إنَه   لِلّه  ٱ أ َ شَىۡءٖ قَدَيرٞ  لِلّه

 [ 148]البقرة:  ﴾١٤٨علَىَ  ك ل 

{...Wherever you are, Allah will bring you all together, for Allah is Most Capable 
of all things..} [Surat al-Baqarah: 148] 

Another aspect of Allah’s perfect ability, of which He informs us, is that He will 

grasp the earth in His Hand on the Day of Judgment and fold the heavens with 

His right Hand. Allah Almighty says:  

واْ  ﴿ قَدَر  َ ٱوَمَا  َ   لِلّه قَدۡرهَ رۡض  ٱوَ    ۦحَقه 
َ
قَبۡضَت ه    لأۡ ا  مَ وَ ت  ٱوَ   لقَۡيَ مَةَٱيوَۡمَ     ۥجَمَيعّٗ بيََمَينهََ   لسه    ۦ مَطۡويَه ت   

بۡحَ نَه   ونَ   ۥس  ا ي شۡرَك   [ 67]الزمر:   ﴾٦٧وَتعََ لىَ  عَمه

{They did not revere Allah His true reverence. On the Day of Resurrection, the 
whole earth will be in His Grip, and the heavens will be rolled up in His Right 
Hand. Glorified and exalted is He above all what they associate with Him!} [Surat 
az-Zumar: 67] 

Predestination had already been written.. 

Our Lord, Exalted be He, predestined all determinations. He knew the 

measures and times of all things before creating them and then brought them 

into existence according to His foreknowledge.  

عَزيَزَ ٱذَ لكََ تَقۡدَير    ...﴿
 [ 38]يس:  ﴾٣٨لۡعَليَمَ ٱ  لۡ

{...That is the determination of the All-Mighty, the All-Knowing.} [Surat Yasīn: 
38] 

Allah Almighty decreed the destinies of His creatures thousands of years 

before He actually created them. The Prophet (may Allah’s peace and blessings 

be upon him) is authentically reported to have said: “Allah decreed the 

destinies of the creatures fifty thousand years before He created the 
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heavens and the earth, when His Throne was upon the water.” [Narrated 

by Muslim] Hence, this is part of faith. When Jibrīl (Gabriel) (peace be upon him) 

asked the Messenger of Allah (may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) 

about faith, he replied: “To believe in Allah, His angels, His books, His 

messengers, the Last Day, and to believe in destiny, the pleasant and 

unpleasant aspects thereof.” [Narrated by Al-Bukhāri and Muslim - this is the 

wording of Muslim -] 

Do not wonder! 

Our Lord points out His ability in the Noble Qur’an, as He says:  

مَ وَ تَ ٱمَن شَىۡءٖ فيَ    ۥليَ عۡجَزَه    لِلّه  ٱوَمَا كَانَ    ....﴿ رۡضَ  ٱوَلاَ فيَ    لسه
َ
ا     ۥإنَهه    لأۡ ا قَدَيرّٗ ]فاطر:    ﴾ ٤٤كَانَ عَليَمّٗ

44 ] 

{...Allah is not such that something can escape Him in the heavens or on earth. 
He is indeed All-Knowing, Most Capable.} [Surat Fātir: 44] 

If Allah wants to support you, He can command something, which is normally 

not a means of support, and make it one of the best means of support for you. 

And if the Omnipotent wants to honor you, He can make those from whom 

you expect no good the very cause of blessings and abundance for you. 

And if the Able Lord wants to remove harm from you, He can make you see no 

harm or cause it to fail to reach you. 

Also, if the Almighty Lord wants to protect you from sin, He can make you hate 

it, make it hard for you to commit, or let you proceed towards it and then 

something occurs that prevents you from it. 

So, it behooves us to knock on the door of Allah, the Omnipotent. 

Prophet Abraham (peace be upon him) left his family alone, entrusting them to 

Allah, and said:  

َنَ  جۡعَلۡ ٱفَ ...﴿ فـۡ َدَةّٗ م 
َ
اسَ ٱأ  [ 37]إبراهيم:  ﴾....تَهۡويَٓ إلَيَۡهَمۡ  لنه

{...So make hearts of the people incline toward them...} [Surat Ibrāhim: 37] 
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As a result, Makkah has become a place for which the hearts yearn over the 

ages. Prophet Sulaymān (Solomon) (peace be upon him) supplicated:  

﴿ َ لحۡقَۡنىَ ب
َ
ا وَأ كۡمّٗ َ هَبۡ ليَ ح   [ 83]الشعراء:  ﴾٨٣لصه لحََينَ ٱرَب 

{My Lord, grant me authority and join me with the righteous.} [Surat ash-
Shu‘arā’: 83] 

In response, Allah Almighty subjected the jinn to his authority. While Yūnus 

(Jonah) (peace be upon him) was in the darkness of the night, the sea, and the 

belly of the whale, he supplicated:  

نت  مَنَ ...﴿ بۡحَ نَكَ إنَ يَ ك  نتَ س 
َ
هآ أ هآ إلََ هَ إلَ  [ 87]الأنبياء:  ﴾٨٧لظه لمََينَ ٱل

{...There is no god except You; Glorified are You. Indeed, I have been of the 
wrongdoers.} [Surat al-Anbiyā’: 87] 

Consequently, the belly of the whale became like a container for him. And 

Prophet Muhammad (may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) used to 

supplicate Allah saying: “Allāhumma inni astakhīruka bi‘ilmika wa 

astaqdiruka biqudratika wa as’aluka min fadlika fa’innaka taqdiru wa la 

aqdir (O Allah, I consult You through Your knowledge, and I seek strength 

through Your power, and ask of Your great bounty; for You are Able, 

whereas I am not).” [Narrated by Al-Bukhāri] We should seek refuge in the 

ability of Allah Almighty from all evils and harms, like in the supplication which 

the Prophet (may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) taught us to make 

during illness: “A‘ūdhu bi‘izzatillāhi wa qudratihi min sharri ma ajidu wa 

uhādhir (I seek refuge in the might and ability of Allah from the evil of 

what I experience) seven times.” [Narrated by Muslim] And Allah Almighty 

says:  

ورٞ رهحَيمٞ   لِلّه  ٱقدََيرٞ  وَ  لِلّه  ٱوَ ....﴿  [ 7]الممتحنة:  ﴾٧غَف 

{...And Allah is Omnipotent, and Allah is All-Forgiving, Most Merciful.} [Surat al-
Mumtahanah: 7] 
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This clearly indicates that Allah’s forgiveness and mercy towards His servants 

stem from perfect power and ability. No sin is too great for Him to forgive or 

conceal, and no mercy is too much for Him to bestow upon His servants. 

Not all those who possess power and ability do forgive and show mercy. 

And not all those who forgive and show mercy possess power and ability. 

Indeed, it is Allah Almighty Who has complete ability, yet He is All-Forgiving, 

Most-Merciful. 

Everything has a measure: 

Allah Almighty says:  

َ ٱوَمَن يَتَوكَهلۡ علَىَ    ....﴿ وَ حَسۡب ه    لِلّه َ ٱإنَه    ٓۥ  فَه  َ   لِلّه مۡرهَ
َ
ا  لِلّه  ٱ قَدۡ جَعَلَ     ۦ بَ لغَ  أ َ شَىۡءٖ قَدۡرّٗ

]الطلاق:    ﴾٣لكَ ل 

3 ] 

{...Whoever puts his trust in Allah, He is sufficient for him. Indeed, Allah will 
surely accomplish His purpose, for Allah has set a destiny for everything.} [Surat 
at-Talāq: 3] 

Whoever fears Allah and relies upon Him will find His support coming without 

delay and will not despair of His mercy and help. Relief is sure to come to him, 

for Allah Almighty is competent over all things. 

However, Allah Almighty set a certain measure for everything. It has a specific 

time, which it cannot miss. So, when something is predestined to happen, none 

can delay it or bring it forward even for a single hour. 

A person may sleep in despair with regard to some distress and then he wakes 

up to find relief.  

قۡتَدَرًا  لِلّه  ٱوكََانَ  ...﴿ َ شَىۡءٖ مُّ
 [ 45]الكهف:  ﴾٤٥علَىَ  ك ل 

{...Allah has full power over all things.} [Surat al-Kahf: 45] 

Distress lasts for a specific time and then goes away. Indeed, Allah Almighty set 

a measure for everything. 

A tree will not bear fruit unless its specific time comes; the sun does not rise 

before its time; a pregnant woman only gives birth according to a specified term.  
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ا  لِلّه  ٱقَدۡ جَعَلَ  ....﴿ َ شَىۡءٖ قَدۡرّٗ
 [ 3]الطلاق:  ﴾٣لكَ ل 

{...Allah has set a destiny for everything.} [Surat at-Talāq: 3] 

O Allah, forgive us and show mercy to us; indeed, You are competent over all 

things. 

47 

Al-Hafīzh (The All-Preserver) 

It was mentioned in the two Sahīh Collections that ‘Āmir ibn al-Tufayl and 

Arbad ibn Qays plotted against the Prophet (may Allah’s peace and blessings be 

upon him) and sought to kill him. So, he supplicated against them. 

Consequently, ‘Āmir got a gland in his neck while he was in the house of a 

woman from Banu Salūl. Thereupon, he jumped towards his horse, took his 

spear, and kept saying: “A gland like the gland of camels and a death in the 

house of a woman from Banu Salūl!” He was still in this condition until he fell off 

his horse, dead. 

As for Arbad ibn Qays, he went out with a camel that he intended to sell. 

Thereupon, Allah sent a thunderbolt upon him and his camel, burning both. Who 

preserved the Messenger of Allah (may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon 

him)? He is Allah, the Preserver. 

He Almighty says in His Book:  

رۡحَم   لِلّه  ٱفَ  ....﴿
َ
وَ أ اۖ وهَ   [ 64]يوسف:  ﴾٦٤لره حَمَينَ ٱ خَيۡر  حَ فظَّٗ

{...But Allah is the best Preserver, and He is the Most Merciful of those who 
show mercy.} [Surat Yūsuf: 64] 

Our Lord, Exalted be He, preserves the heaven and the earth and what is 

between them. He sustains their existence by His power, hence, they neither 

perish nor swerve. Carrying them does not tire Him, Exalted be He, given His 

complete power and perfect ability. Listen to the verse that says:  
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َ ٱإنَه   ۞﴿ مَ وَ تَ ٱي مۡسَك     لِلّه رۡضَ ٱوَ   لسه
َ
َ   لأۡ بَعۡدَه َن   م  حَدٖ 

َ
أ مَنۡ  مَا  مۡسَكَه 

َ
أ إنَۡ  زَالتََآ  وَلئَنَ  ولاَ   تزَ  ن 

َ
 ﴾...  ٓۦ  أ

 [ 41]فاطر: 

{Allah keeps the heavens and earth from vanishing. If they were to vanish, 
there is none to sustain them other than Him...} [Surat Fātir: 41] 

Also, our Lord preserves all deeds of His servants, good and bad, open and 

secret, small and great. He records all their words and knows their intentions. 

Nothing escapes His knowledge.  

رۡض  ٱقَدۡ عَلمَۡنَا مَا تنَق ص  ﴿
َ
مۡۖ وعََندَناَ كتََ ب  حَفَيظُۢ  لأۡ  [ 4]ق:  ﴾٤مَنۡه 

{...And with Us is a preserving record.} [Surat Qāf: 4] 

And our Almighty Lord preserves His servants from destruction and violent 

deaths. He has, thus, appointed angels to preserve them as He says:  

َن  بَينَۡ يدََيهَۡ وَمَنۡ خَلفَۡهَ    ۥلهَ  ﴿ َبَ تٞ م  عَق  ونهَ   ۦم  مۡرَ   ۥيَحفَۡظ 
َ
َِۗ ٱمَنۡ أ  [ 11]الرعد:  ﴾ ... لِلّه

{For each person there are successive angels in front of him and behind him, 
guarding him by the command of Allah...} [Surat ar-Ra‘d: 11] 

Allah’s preservation of His creation falls under two categories: 

General: It comprises all creatures as He facilitates their affairs and interests. 

Allah Almighty says:  

َ شَىۡءٍ حَفَيظٞ  ...﴿
 [ 57]هود:  ﴾٥٧إنَه رَب يَ علَىَ  ك ل 

{...Surely my Lord is All-Preserver over everything.} [Surat Hūd: 57] 

Special: It is a better status than the former category. It only includes the close 

servants of Allah as He preserves them in terms of their worldly interests, health, 

children, and properties. He has, thus, appointed angels to preserve them. He 

also preserves for them their religion from suspicions and vain inclinations and 

from their enemies among the humans and jinn. Then, He makes them die as 

believers. Allah Almighty says:  

َن  بَينَۡ يدََيهَۡ وَمَنۡ خَلفَۡهَ  ۥلهَ  ﴿ َبَ تٞ م  عَق  ونهَ   ۦم  مۡرَ  ۥيَحفَۡظ 
َ
 [ 11 :]الرعد ﴾...مَنۡ أ
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{For each person there are successive angels in front of him and behind him, 
guarding him by the command of Allah...} [Surat ar-Ra‘d: 11] 

Moreover, Allah Almighty undertakes to preserve His noble Book from 

distortion and alteration throughout the ages. He says:  

لنَۡا ﴿ َكۡرَ ٱ إنَها نَحنۡ  نزَه ونَ  ۥوَإِنها لهَ   لذ   [ 9 :]الحجر ﴾٩لحََ فظَ 

{It is We Who have sent down the Reminder, and it is We Who will preserve it.} 
[Surat al-Hijr: 9] 

He preserves the Ka‘bah and sustains its existence, though it was only a 

building made of stones and based in an uncultivated valley. He preserved it so 

that it remains a witness to His great preservation and to His perfect power and 

ability. 

He defends you.. 

The disbelievers of Quraysh assembled around a cave which harbored two 

men: Muhammad (may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) and Abu Bakr 

(may Allah be pleased with him). They wanted to kill both. So, Abu Bakr began to 

fear and looked at his great companion, who said to him: “What do you think 

of two (persons) the third of whom is Allah?” [Narrated by Al-Bukhāri and 

Muslim] 

If you are encompassed by Allah’s care, then rest assured for you are safe. 

He is the All-Preserver! 

Tyrants scheme against the pious, yet Allah Almighty preserves His close 

servants. Moses (peace be upon him) said:  

ن يَطۡغَى  ..﴿
َ
وۡ أ
َ
طَ عَلَيۡنَآ أ ن يَفۡر 

َ
نَا نَخَاف  أ رَى   ٤٥رَبهنَآ إنَه

َ
سۡمَع  وَأ

َ
مَآ أ ]طه:    ﴾٤٦قَالَ لاَ تَخَافَاۖٓ إنَهنىَ مَعَك 

45-46 ] 

{...“Our Lord, we fear that he may hasten to punish us or transgress all 
bounds.” Allah said: “Fear not. I am surely with you both; I hear and I see.”} 
[Surat Taha: 45-46] 
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Allah reassured him, preserved him, and supported him against his enemy. 

Who can grant victory against the enemies? He is Allah, the Preserver of His 

close servants, even if they are small in number.  

لفَۡينَۡ بإَذَۡنَ  ...﴿
َ
لفۡٞ يَغۡلبَ وٓاْ أ

َ
مۡ أ َنك  ن م  َِۗ ٱوَإِن يكَ   [ 66]الأنفال:  ﴾... لِلّه

{...And if there are among you a thousand, they will overcome two thousand 
by the permission of Allah...} [Surat al-Anfāl: 66] 

نت م  ﴿
َ
عۡلَوۡنَ ٱوَلاَ تهََن واْ وَلاَ تَحزَۡن واْ وَأ

َ
ؤۡمَنيَنَ  لأۡ نت م مُّ  [ 139]آل عمران:  ﴾١٣٩إنَ ك 

{Do not lose heart nor grieve, for you have the upper hand, if you are [truly] 
believers.} [Surat Ᾱl-‘Imrān: 139] 

A divine reward: 

Allah, the All-Preserver, preserves the offspring of His close servants in their 

lives and after their death. An example here is Ya‘qūb (Jacob) (peace be upon 

him) to whom Allah restored his beloved child Joseph (peace be upon him) after 

long years of absence and who said:  

رۡحَم   لِلّه  ٱفَ ..﴿
َ
وَ أ اۖ وهَ   [ 64]يوسف:  ﴾٦٤لره حَمَينَ ٱخَيۡر  حَ فظَّٗ

{...But Allah is the best Preserver, and He is the Most Merciful of those who 
show mercy.} [Surat Yūsuf: 64] 

Another example is when Moses and Al-Khidr (peace be upon both of them) 

went to a village and asked its people for food, but they refused to host them. 

Then, Moses and Al-Khidr found a wall on the point of collapse; so, Al-Khidr 

rebuilt it.  

ا ﴿ مه
َ
لَ مَينَۡ يتَيَمَينَۡ فيَ  لجَۡدَار  ٱوَأ رَادَ رَبُّكَ   ۥوكََانَ تَحۡتَه   لمَۡدَينَةَٱفَكَانَ لغَ 

َ
ا فأَ مَا صَ لحَّٗ ب وه 

َ
مَا وكََانَ أ هه  كَنزٞ ل

ب كََ  وَمَا فَعَلۡت ه   َن ره مَا رَحۡمةَّٗ م  مَا وَيسَۡتَخۡرجََا كَنزهَ  ه  ده ش 
َ
ن يَبۡل غَآ أ

َ
ويَل  مَا لمَۡ تسَۡطَع    ۥأ

ۡ
مۡرَي  ذَ لكََ تأَ

َ
عَنۡ أ

ا لَيۡهَ صَبۡرّٗ  [ 82]الكهف:  ﴾٨٢عه
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{As for the wall, it belonged to two orphan boys in the city, and there was a 
treasure under it that belonged to them. Their father was a righteous man, so 
your Lord willed that they should reach their maturity and retrieve their 
treasure, as a mercy from your Lord; I did not do it of my own accord. This is the 
interpretation of that which you could not bear with patience.”} [Surat al-Kahf: 
82] 

Also, the just Caliph ‘Umar ibn ‘Abdul-‘Azīz died and was survived by seven 

sons and seven daughters. He left them nothing except Allah Almighty. So, Allah 

preserved them. Scholars said: “His children became among the richest of 

people.” 

Valuable advice: 

The Prophet (may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) gave the following 

advice to Ibn ‘Abbās (may Allah be pleased with him and his father): “O boy, I 

shall teach you some words [of advice]: Be mindful of Allah and He will 

protect you. Be mindful of Allah and you will find Him with you.” [Narrated 

by Al-Tirmidhi; Sahīh (authentic)] It was said to Muhibb al-Dīn al-Tabari, a leading 

Shāfi‘i scholar: “You jumped off the ship while you are an old man?” In response, 

he said a sentence that went down in history: “These are body organs which we 

preserved when we were young, and so Allah preserved them for us when we 

became old.”  

رۡحَم   لِلّه  ٱفَ  ...﴿
َ
وَ أ اۖ وهَ   [ 64]يوسف:  ﴾٦٤لره حَمَينَ ٱخَيۡر  حَ فظَّٗ

{...But Allah is the best Preserver, and He is the Most Merciful of those who 
show mercy.} [Surat Yūsuf: 64] 

Scholars said: “Be mindful of Allah’s commands by observing them, and of His 

prohibitions by avoiding them, and of His limits by not transgressing them, and 

Allah will preserve for you your life, religion, property, children, and all that He 

gave you in this world out of His bounty. The Prophet (may Allah’s peace and 

blessings be upon him) said: “Be mindful of Allah and He will protect you. Be 

mindful of Allah and you will find Him with you.” [Narrated by Al-Tirmidhi; 

Sahīh (authentic)] As for the Hereafter, Allah Almighty gives them glad tidings 

about the great win. He says:  
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ونَ ٱوَ  ...﴿ ودَ  لۡحَ فظَ  َِۗ ٱلَح د  رَ   لِلّه َ ؤۡمَنيَنَ ٱوَبشَ   [ 112]التوبة:  ﴾١١٢لمۡ 

{...And those who observe the limits set by Allah. And give glad tidings to the 
believers.} [Surat at-Tawbah: 112] 

The more you preserve the limits set by Allah Almighty, the more you will be 

preserved by Him. This includes the following: 

Preserving monotheism and the rituals of religion, notably the prayer: 

واْ علَىَ ﴿ لَوَ تَ ٱحَ فظَ  ةَ ٱوَ  لصه لَو  َ قَ نتَيَنَ  لوۡ سۡطَى  ٱ لصه واْ لَِلّه  [ 238]البقرة:  ﴾٢٣٨وَق وم 

 {Be mindful of the prayers, especially the middle prayer; and stand before 

Allah in complete devotion.} [Surat al-Baqarah: 238] 

Preserving the hearing, sight, and heart from what is unlawful:  

مۡعَ ٱإنَه  ...﴿ ؤَادَ ٱوَ  لبَۡصَرَ ٱوَ  لسه ّٗا  لفۡ  وْلََٰٓئكََ كَانَ عَنۡه  مَسۡـ  ول
 
 [ 36]الإسراء:  ﴾٣٦ك لُّ أ

{...Indeed, the hearing, the sight, and the heart, all of them will be called to 
account.} [Surat al-Isrā’: 36] 

 [ 34]النساء:  ﴾... لِلّه   ٱقَ نتََ ت  حَ فظََ تٞ ل لَۡغَيۡبَ بمََا حَفظََ   لصه لحََ ت  ٱفَ  ..﴿

{...Therefore the righteous women are obedient, and protect what Allah has 
entrusted them with in [their husband’s] absence...} [Surat an-Nisā’: 34] 

Preserving the private parts:  

هذَينَ ٱوَ ﴿ ونَ  ل وجَهَمۡ حَ فظَ  ر  مۡ لفَ   [ 5]المؤمنون:  ﴾٥ه 

{And those who preserve their private parts.} [Surat al-Mu’minūn: 5] 

Preserving oaths:  

ْ ٱوَ  ...﴿ وٓا مۡ   حۡفَظ  يمَۡ نَك 
َ
 [ 89]المائدة:  ﴾...أ

{...And preserve your oaths...} [Surat al-Mā’idah: 89] 

It is authentically reported that the Prophet (may Allah’s peace and blessings 

be upon him) used to supplicate Allah saying: “Allāhumma ihfazhni min bayni 

yadayya wa min khalfi wa ‘an yamīni wa ‘an shimāli wa min fawqi wa 
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a‘ūdhu bi‘azhamatika an ughtāla min tahti (O Allah, preserve me from in 

front of me, from behind me, on my right, on my left, and from above me, 

and I seek refuge in Your greatness that I should be swallowed up from 

underneath me).” [Narrated by Al-Tirmidhi; Sahīh (authentic)] And whenever 

the Prophet (may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) went to bed, he 

would ask Allah Almighty to preserve him. 

Glad tidings.. 

If the righteous person entrusts something to Allah, He preserves it for him as 

the Prophet (may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) said to Abu Hurayrah 

(may Allah be pleased with him): “I entrust you to Allah with Whom trusts 

are never lost.” [Narrated by Ibn Mājah; Sahīh (authentic)] In another Hadīth, 

the Prophet (may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) said: “If Allah is 

entrusted with something, He preserves it.” [Narrated by Al-Bayhaqi in Al-

Sunan al-Kubra; Sahīh (authentic)] How excellent it is to seek refuge with Allah 

for your children! The Prophet (may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) 

used to seek Allah’s refuge for Al-Hasan and Al-Husayn (may Allah be pleased 

with both of them). When you entrust your children to Allah, you have indeed 

entrusted them to the All-Preserver.  

رۡحَم   لِلّه  ٱفَ  ....﴿
َ
وَ أ اۖ وهَ   [ 64]يوسف:  ﴾٦٤لره حَمَينَ ٱ خَيۡر  حَ فظَّٗ

{...But Allah is the best Preserver, and He is the Most Merciful of those who 
show mercy.} [Surat Yūsuf: 64] 

O Allah, we entrust to You ourselves, our parents, our children, and every 

blessing You have endowed us with. 

48 
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Al-Ghaniyy (The Self-Sufficient) 

The Prophet (may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) said: “While 

Ayyūb (Job) (peace be upon him) was taking a bath naked, golden locusts 

began to fall on him. Job started collecting them in his clothes. 

Thereupon, his Lord addressed him: ‘O Job, have I not given you enough 

so that you are in no need of what you see now.’ Job replied: ‘Yes, by Your 

honor, but I cannot dispense with Your blessing.’” [Narrated by Al-Bukhāri] 

People may be given wealth, properties, children, prestige, a high position, 

leadership, or authority, and a person may be surrounded by servants and 

soldiers at his command, and people are obedient to him and subject to his 

authority; nonetheless, everyone still needs Allah Almighty:  

هَا  ۞﴿ يُّ
َ
أ اس  ٱيََٰٓ نت م   لنه

َ
قَرَاءٓ  ٱأ َۖ ٱإلَيَ   لفۡ  وَ  لِلّه  ٱوَ  لِلّه  [ 15]فاطر:  ﴾١٥لحۡمََيد  ٱ  لۡغَنىَُّ ٱه 

{O mankind, you are those in need of Allah, while Allah is the Self-Sufficient, 
the Praiseworthy.} [Surat Fātir: 15] 

Our Lord is the Rich and Self-Sufficient, and none is richer than Him at all. All 

stand in need of Him. 

Allah Almighty is Self-Sufficient by His essence, attributes, and power. His self-

sufficiency is so complete that He does not need anyone or anything. 

It is because of His perfect self-sufficiency that He does not benefit from the 

worship of His obedient servants or get harmed by the sins of the disobedient 

ones, even if all humanity were to disbelieve in Him. Allah Almighty says:  

َ ٱوَمَن كَفَرَ فَإنَه  ...﴿  [ 97]آل عمران:  ﴾٩٧ لۡعَ لَمَينَ ٱغَنىٌَّ عَنَ   لِلّه

{...But whoever disbelieves - then indeed Allah is free from need of the 
worlds.} [Surat Ᾱl-‘Imrān: 97] 

Another aspect of His perfect self-sufficiency is that He shows benevolence to 

His servants, intends good for them, and removes harm from them in return for 

nothing - only mercy and benevolence from Him.  
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حۡمةََ  ٱ ذ و  لۡغَنىَُّ ٱوَرَبُّكَ ﴿  [ 133]الأنعام:  ﴾... لره

{And your Lord is the Self-Sufficient, the Possessor of mercy...} [Surat al-An‘ām: 
133] 

Another aspect of His perfect self-sufficiency is that He is far Exalted above 

deficiencies and defects and anything that contradicts His self-sufficiency. For 

example, He has taken no son or wife, there is no partner with Him in His 

dominion, He does not need a protector due to weakness, and there is none like 

or equal to Him. Allah Almighty says:  

َ    لحۡمَۡد  ٱوَق لَ  ﴿ هذَيٱلَِلّه هه    ل ل ن  وَلمَۡ يكَ  ا  وَلدَّٗ يَتهخَذۡ  فيَ     ۥلمَۡ  لۡكَ ٱشَرَيكٞ  هه    لمۡ  ل ن  َنَ     ۥوَلمَۡ يكَ  م   ٞ ۖ ٱوَليَ  َ ل   لذُّ
 [ 111]الإسراء:  ﴾١١١وَكَب رَۡه  تكَۡبيَرَ ا

{And say, “Praise be to Allah Who has not taken a son, nor does He have any 
partner in His dominion, nor does He need any protector out of weakness. And 
proclaim His greatness immensely.”} [Surat al-Isrā’: 111] 

Yet another aspect of His complete self-sufficiency is that He commands His 

servants to supplicate Him and promises that He will answer their supplications:  

م  ﴿ ونيَٓ ٱوَقَالَ رَبُّك  مۡ   دۡع  سۡتَجَبۡ لكَ 
َ
 [ 60]غافر:  ﴾...أ

{And your Lord said: “Call on Me and I will respond to you”...} [Surat Ghāfir: 60] 

The Prophet (may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) is authentically 

reported to have said: “Nothing is more honorable in the sight of Allah 

Almighty than supplication.” [Narrated by Al-Tirmidhi; Hasan (sound)] 

The entire universe is in need of Allah Almighty.. 

The whole world, including humans and jinn, rich and poor, old and young, 

upper class and lower class, strong and weak, all stand in need of Allah Almighty 

in every moment. 

Out of Allah’s bounty, He couples His name “the Self-Sufficient” with His 

attribute of mercy in the verse that says:  

حۡمةََ  ٱ ذ و  لۡغَنىَُّ ٱوَرَبُّكَ ﴿  [ 133]الأنعام:  ﴾... لره
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{And Your Lord is the Self-Sufficient, the Possessor of mercy...} [Surat al-An‘ām: 
133] 

He wants to inform His servants that He does not need their worship, yet He 

shows mercy to them in every aspect of their lives, even in the acts of worship 

and obligations they perform. Out of His mercy, He even accepts what is little 

and multiplies its reward. And out of His bounty, He couples His name “the Self-

Sufficient” with His name “the Praiseworthy” in the verse that says:  

نت مۡ وَمَن فيَ ﴿
َ
وٓاْ أ ر  وسَىَٰٓ إنَ تكَۡف  رۡضَ ٱوَقَالَ م 

َ
ا فَإنَه   لأۡ َ ٱجَمَيعّٗ  [ 8]إبراهيم:  ﴾٨لغََنىٌَّ حَمَيد   لِلّه

{And Moses said, “If you and all those who are on earth were to disbelieve, 
indeed Allah is Self-Sufficient, Praiseworthy.”} [Surat Ibrāhim: 8] 

That is He greatly deserves praise, given the great blessings He bestows. 

Everyone needs Him in everything, great or small, and at every hour and 

second. 

Even the Prophet, who showed the most perfect servitude to Him, used to 

supplicate Him showing his humble submission and need for Him, and how he 

could not dispense with Him even for the blink of an eye. He used to supplicate 

saying: “Aslih li sha’ni kullah wa la takilni ila nafsi tarfata ‘ayn (Reform all my 

affairs for me, and do not leave me to myself even for the blink of an eye).” 

[Narrated by Al-Nasā’i; Sahīh (authentic)] 

You need the Self-Sufficient Lord all the time. The more you show your need 

for Him, the greater your reward will be. 

Always remember that Allah is the Self-Sufficient and that His self-sufficiency is 

inherent in Him. Even if all the inhabitants of the heavens and the earth were to 

ask Him and He were to grant them all their requests, this would not decrease 

His dominion in any way. In a Qudsi Hadīth, Allah Almighty said: “O My servants, 

if the first and last of you, and the humans and jinn of you were all to stand 

together in one place and ask of Me and I were to give everyone what he 

requested, that would not decrease what I possess except like what is decreased 

of the ocean when a needle is dipped into it.” [Narrated by Muslim] 
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The key to self-sufficiency: 

How can I become self-sufficient? 

Answer: As the Qudsi Hadīth says: “O son of Adam, devote yourself to My 

worship, and I will fill your heart with self-sufficiency and fill your hands with 

sustenance. O son of Adam, do not turn away from Me, or I will fill your heart 

with poverty and fill your hands with distractions.” [Narrated by Al-Hākim in Al-

Mustadrak; Sahīh (authentic)] 

Once a person’s heart becomes content with Allah Almighty and pleased with 

whatever He gives, he becomes self-sufficient, honorable, and strong through his 

Lord beyond any need for people. How amazing! Self-sufficiency with no great 

wealth, and strength and honor without authority or supporters! 

The Prophet (may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) is authentically 

reported to have said: “Successful is the one who embraces Islam and is 

provided with mere subsistence and Allah makes him content with what 

He has given him.” [Narrated by Muslim] If a person does not have 

contentment within his heart, he will never feel satisfied, even if he had all the 

wealth in the world. The Prophet (may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) 

said: “O Abu Dharr, do you think that richness is abundant wealth? Indeed, 

richness lies in the contentment of the heart, and poverty is the need 

within the heart.” [Narrated by Ibn Hibbān; Sahīh (authentic)] So, a person who 

feels self-sufficient within his heart would not care about the hardships he may 

face in life. Conversely, if he has poverty within his heart, nothing in the world 

would satisfy him. The Prophet (may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) is 

authentically reported to have said: “And be content with what Allah alloted 

to you, and you will become the richest among people.” [Narrated by Al-

Tirmidhi; Hasan (sound)] Another Hadīth reads: “He who seeks chastity, Allah 

will keep him chaste, and he who seeks self-sufficiency, Allah will make 

him self-sufficient.” [Narrated by Al-Bukhāri and Muslim] 

People do not like poverty, 

though poverty that makes them transgress is better than opulence. 
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Contentment is sufficient for a person; 

yet if he does not have that, nothing will ever be sufficient for him. 

In Islam, a rich person is he who feels contentment within his heart and has no 

need for people and who stands in need of Allah Almighty. The Prophet (may 

Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) said: “The honor of the believer lies 

in his prayer at night, and his dignity lies in dispensing with people’s 

possessions.” [Narrated by Al-Hākim; Hasan (sound)] 

A Bedouin was told: “The loaf of bread now costs one dinar.” 

He replied: “By Allah, I do not care about that, even if the grain of wheat were 

to cost one dinar. I worship Allah as He commanded me, and He provides for me 

as He promised me.” 

Al-Nasafi (may Allah have mercy upon him) said: “Al-Wāsiti said: ‘Whoever 

asks from Allah alone will not be in need, and whoever seeks honor from Allah 

will not be humiliated.’ Al-Husayn said: ‘A person becomes self-sufficient as 

much as he stands in need before Allah.’” 

A wise man once said: “Someone may keep away from me, but when I 

remember that I am self-sufficient by Allah and do not need him, I feel coolness 

within my heart.” Ibn al-Sa‘di (may Allah have mercy upon him) said: “Indeed, 

true richness lies in the contentment of the heart. There are many people who 

are wealthy, yet their hearts are poor and dejected.” 

I disown my own power and strength 

and admit that I am in utmost need for my Lord. 

When a person becomes self-sufficient by the Most Compassionate, 

he becomes truly rich and held in awe. 

O Allah, You gave us before we ask You; then what about when we actually ask 

You?! 

O Allah, make us rich by standing in need before You, and do not make us poor 

by turning away from You; indeed, You are the Self-Sufficient, there is no god 

except You. 
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O Allah, grant us sufficiency with lawful things against unlawful things, and 

with Your bounty against being in need of others. 

49 - 50 

Al-Hakam Al-Hakīm (The Judge - The All-Wise) 

Hāni’ reported that when he came to the Messenger of Allah (may Allah’s 

peace and blessings be upon him) and he heard them calling Hāni’ by the 

nickname Abu al-Hakam, the Messenger of Allah (may Allah’s peace and 

blessings be upon him) called him and said to him: “Allah is Al-Hakam (the 

Judge) and the judgment belongs to Him. Why are you known as Abu al-

Hakam?” He said: “When my people differ concerning something, they 

come to me, and I pass judgment among them, and both sides accept it.” 

He said: “How good this is! Do you have any children?” He said: “I have 

Shurayh, Muslim, and ‘Abdullah.” He said: “Who is the eldest of them?” 

He said: “Shurayh.” He said: “Then, you are Abu Shurayh.” [Narrated by Al-

Nasā’i; Sahīh (authentic)] “Al-Hakam” and “Al-Hakīm” are from the beautiful 

names of Allah Almighty Who says:  

وَ  ...﴿ ها ه   [ 6]آل عمران:  ﴾٦لحۡكََيم  ٱ  لۡعَزيَز  ٱلآَ إلََ هَ إلَ

{...There is no god except Him, the All-Mighty, the All-Wise.} [Surat Ᾱl ‘Imrān: 
6] 

He also says:  

َ ٱ ...﴿ م   لِلّه َ  ٱمَوۡلىَ ه  لاَ لهَ    لحۡقَ 
َ
سۡرَع   لحۡ كۡم  ٱأ

َ
وَ أ  [ 62]الأنعام:  ﴾٦٢لۡحَ سَبيَنَ ٱوهَ 

{...Verily, His is the judgment; and He is the Swiftest of Reckoners.} [Surat al-
An‘ām: 62] 

“Al-Hakīm has two meanings: 
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First: The One Who perfected all things. Allah Almighty is All-Wise because He 

perfected all His words and actions, all of which are right and at the peak of 

perfection. 

An aspect of Allah’s perfection, which is the climax of wisdom, is that He puts 

everything in its proper place. He manages His creation in the best manner and 

has made the creatures in the most perfect way. Neither His management nor 

His creation suffers any deficiency or defect. And His actions are never subject to 

any error or lapse. Allah Almighty says:  

نۡعَ  ...﴿ َ ٱص  هذَيٓ ٱ لِلّه تۡقَنَ ك له شَىۡءٍ   ل
َ
 [ 88]النمل:   ﴾...أ

{...The work of Allah Who perfected all things...} [Surat an-Naml: 88] 

Just as He perfected His creation, He also perfected the verses of His Book, the 

Noble Qur’an. He says:  

يۡطَ ن  ٱمَا ي لقَۡى  لِلّه  ٱفَيَنسَخ   ....﴿ حكَۡم   لشه  [ 52]الحج:  ﴾٥٢عَليَم  حَكَيمٞ  لِلّه  ٱوَ   ِۦۗ ءَايَ تهََ  لِلّه  ٱث مه ي 

{...But Allah would abolish what Satan casts, then Allah would confirm His 
verses, for Allah is All-Knowing, All-Wise.} [Surat al-Hajj: 52] 

He describes His book as being wise:  

 [ 2]لقمان:  ﴾٢لحۡكََيمَ ٱ لكَۡتَ بَ ٱتلَۡكَ ءَايَ ت  ﴿

{These are verses of the wise Book.} [Surat Luqmān: 2] 

Second: The Judge and Ruler among His servants as He judges between them 

by His Shariah. 

He attributes judgment exclusively to Himself. So, it is not permissible for 

anyone to encroach upon this right. Allah Almighty says:  

َۖ يَق صُّ  لحۡ كۡم  ٱإنََ  ...﴿ ها لَِلّه ۖ ٱإلَ وَ خَيۡر   لحۡقَه  [ 57]الأنعام:  ﴾٥٧لۡفَ صَليَنَ ٱوهَ 

{...The decision rests with Allah alone; He tells the truth and He is the Best of 
Judges.} [Surat al-An‘ām: 57] 

He also says:  
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َ ٱ ...﴿ م   لِلّه َ  ٱمَوۡلىَ ه  لاَ لهَ    لحۡقَ 
َ
سۡرَع   لحۡ كۡم  ٱأ

َ
وَ أ  [ 62]الأنعام:  ﴾٦٢لۡحَ سَبيَنَ ٱوهَ 

{...Verily, His is the judgment; and He is the Swiftest of Reckoners.} [Surat al-
An‘ām: 62] 

” To take Allah Almighty as the Judge and Ruler, we should refer to His Book 

and His Prophet’s Sunnah for judgment regarding anything we may differ about. 

Allah Almighty says:  

ه   خۡتَلفَۡت مۡ ٱوَمَا ﴿ كۡم  َ  ٱإلَيَ   ۥٓفيَهَ مَن شَىۡءٖ فحَ   [ 10]الشورى:  ﴾... لِلّه

{Whatever is the subject of your differences, it is for Allah to judge....} [Surat 
ash-Shūra: 10] 

It is Allah Almighty alone Who is worthy of being the Judge among His servants 

for He is their Lord, Creator, and God.  

فَغَيۡرَ ﴿
َ
َ ٱأ وَ  لِلّه ا وهَ  بۡتَغَى حَكَمّٗ

َ
هذَيٓ ٱأ م   ل نزَلَ إلَيَۡك 

َ
لّٗا   لكَۡتَ بَ ٱأ فَصه  [ 114]الأنعام:  ﴾...م 

{[Say], “Should I seek a judge other than Allah when He is the One Who has 
sent down to you the Book explained in detail?”...} [Surat al-An‘ām: 114] 

Our Lord is the best of judges and the All-Knowing of all things. He gives the 

appropriate judgment regarding any issue as Allah Almighty says:  

مَ  صۡبرَۡ ٱمَا ي وحَىَٰٓ إلَيَۡكَ وَ  تهبعَۡ ٱوَ ﴿ وَ خَيۡر   لِلّه   ٱحَتهى  يَحكۡ   [ 109]يونس:  ﴾١٠٩لۡحَ كَمَينَ ٱوهَ 

{Follow what is revealed to you, and be patient until Allah passes His judgment, 
for He is the Best of Judges.} [Surat Yūnus: 109] 

The believer is not truly a believer unless he submits to the Shariah of Allah 

and refers to it for judgment. Allah Almighty says:  

ا م َ ﴿ سَهَمۡ حَرجَّٗ نف 
َ
أ فيَٓ  واْ  مۡ ث مه لاَ يَجَد  وكَ فيَمَا شَجَرَ بيَۡنَه  َم  حَك  وَرَب كََ لاَ ي ؤۡمَن ونَ حَتهى  ي  ا قَضَيۡتَ  فَلاَ  مه

ا  واْ تسَۡليَمّٗ  [ 65]النساء:  ﴾٦٥وَي سَل مَ 

{But no, by your Lord, they will not believe until they accept you [O Prophet] as 
judge in their disputes, and find no discomfort within their hearts about your 
judgments, but accept them wholeheartedly.} [Surat an-Nisā’: 65] 
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Any community that claims to be Muslim yet does not rule by the Shariah of 

Allah will not attain success. 

A reward from the All-Wise.. 

Whoever is endowed with wisdom is indeed endowed with abundant good. 

And indeed Allah grants it to whomever He wills.  

 [ 12]لقمان:  ﴾... لحۡكَۡمَةَ ٱ وَلقََدۡ ءَاتيَۡنَا ل قۡمَ نَ ﴿

{And certainly We gave wisdom to Luqmān...} [Surat Luqmān: 12] 

All prophets (peace be upon them) were given wisdom, and some of them 

were better than the others in this respect. The Prophet (may Allah’s peace and 

blessings be upon him) said: “While two women were going along with their 

two sons, a wolf came and made away with the child of one of them. One 

of them said to her companion: ‘It is your child that it has made away 

with.’ And the other one said: ‘Rather, it has made away with your child.’ 

They brought the matter to Dāwūd (David) (peace be upon him) for 

judgment, and he made a decision in favor of the elder one. Thereupon, 

they went to Sulaymān ibn Dāwūd (Solomon) (peace be upon him) and 

told him (the story). He said: ‘Bring me a knife so that I may cut him into 

two parts for you.’ 

Thereupon, the younger one said: ‘Do not do that, may Allah have 

mercy upon you! He belongs to her.’ So, he gave a decision in favor of the 

younger one.” [Narrated by Al-Bukhāri and Muslim] 

Rest assured! 

Remember that Allah possesses the utmost wisdom. He does not give except 

for a wise purpose and does not withhold anything except for a wise reason. 

Indeed, Allah’s choice for you is better than your choice for your own self.  

﴿...  َ ؤۡمَنيَنَ ٱوكََانَ ب ا  لمۡ   [ 43]الأحزاب:   ﴾٤٣رحََيمّٗ

{...And He has been Most Merciful to the believers.} [Surat al-Ahzāb: 43] 
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Sufyān al-Thawri (may Allah have mercy upon him) said: “When He withholds, 

it is indeed giving. This is because He does not withhold due to stinginess or 

unavailability. Rather, He looks at what is best for the person and withholds 

something from him based on His choice and good judgment.” A person may, in 

fact, pursue something that ultimately leads to untoward consequences or even 

to his own destruction. Ibn Mas‘ūd (may Allah be pleased with him) said: “A 

person may pursue some matter of business or authority, and as things go easy 

for him, Allah looks at him and says to the angels: ‘Keep it away from him. 

Indeed, if I facilitate this for him, it will admit him into Hellfire.’ So, He makes this 

matter out of his reach. As a result, this person feels troubled and keeps saying: 

‘So-and-so went ahead of me; so-and-so caused me harm.’ Yet, this matter is 

nothing but a favor from Allah Almighty.” One of the righteous predecessors 

related that a man used to ask Allah to enable him to engage in conquests. Then, 

he heard a caller in a dream saying: “If you engage in a conquest, you will be 

taken captive; and if you are taken captive, you will convert to Christianity.”  

ونَ  لِلّه  ٱوَ  ...﴿ نت مۡ لاَ تَعۡلَم 
َ
 [ 216]البقرة:  ﴾٢١٦يَعۡلَم  وَأ

{...And Allah Knows, while you know not.} [Surat al-Baqarah: 216] 

Exalted be Allah, the All-Wise, Who decides and judges as He wills! 

He is Generous, Perfect, and Forbearing. He does not hasten to inflict 

punishment. 

Beware! 

Beware of mistrusting your Lord in case you do not realize the wisdom behind 

something. Ascribe ignorance to yourself, for indeed our minds are incapable of 

realizing His wisdom. Even the angels, despite their closeness to the Almighty 

Lord and their knowledge of His majesty and power, did not know the wisdom 

behind making Adam settle on earth. They said:  

فۡسَد  فيَهَا وَيسَۡفَك     ....﴿ تَجۡعَل  فيَهَا مَن ي 
َ
َمَاءَٓ ٱأ عۡلَم  مَا لاَ   لد 

َ
َس  لكََۖ قَالَ إنَ يَٓ أ وَنَحۡن  ن سَب حَ  بَحَمۡدَكَ وَن قَد 

ونَ   [ 30]البقرة:  ﴾٣٠تَعۡلَم 
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{...“Will You appoint on it someone who will spread corruption therein and 
shed blood, while we glorify You with Your praises and proclaim Your holiness?” 
He said, “I know that which you do not know.”} [Surat al-Baqarah: 30] 

So, keep silent before your Lord whenever you see His decree and actions 

coming so that He shows you much more of His kindness. 

‘Umar (may Allah be pleased with him) said: “If the veils of the unseen were 

lifted for us, none of us would choose for himself other than what Allah had 

chosen for him.” 

During the Hudaybiyyah Treaty, ‘Umar (may Allah be pleased with him) went 

to the Prophet (may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) and said: “O 

Messenger of Allah, are we not on the right path and they on the wrong?” 

He said: “Yes.” 

He said: “Is it not true that our dead ones go to Paradise and theirs to 

Hellfire?” 

He said: “Yes.” 

Thereupon, he remarked: “Then why should we accept a lower position 

with regard to our religion and return before Allah decides between us 

and them?” 

The Prophet (may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) said: “O Ibn al-

Khattāb, I am the Messenger of Allah and He will never abandon me.” 

Thereafter, Allah Almighty revealed Surat al-Fat-h (the Conquest). So, people 

came to know that the treaty was indeed a conquest. [Narrated by Al-Bukhāri 

and Muslim] The pens had already been lifted, the scrolls had dried up, the 

matter had been decided, and all decrees had been written down.  

ها مَا كَتَبَ ﴿ وَ مَوۡلىَ نَا  وَعلَىَ   لِلّه  ٱق ل لهن ي صَيبَنَآ إلَ َ ٱ لنََا ه  ؤۡمَن ونَ ٱفَلۡيَتَوكَهلَ   لِلّه  [ 51]التوبة:   ﴾٥١لمۡ 

{Say: “Never will we be struck except by what Allah has decreed for us; He is 
our protector.” And upon Allah let the believers rely.} [Surat at-Tawbah: 51] 
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Allah is the Most Merciful of those who show mercy and the Best of Judges. So, 

rejoice and expect imminent relief. Tears will be followed by smiles, fear by 

security, and panic by tranquility. You should only adhere to piety and fear Allah. 

Al-Alūsi said: “When a person fears Allah Almighty, springs of wisdom erupt 

from his heart and the delicate secrets get revealed to him, in accordance with 

his piety.”  

ْ ٱوَ  ...﴿ وا َ ٱ تهق  ونَ  لِلّه مۡ ت فۡلحَ   [ 130]آل عمران:  ﴾١٣٠لعََلهك 

ْ ٱوَ  ...﴿ وا َ ٱ تهق  ونَ  لِلّه مۡ ت فۡلحَ   [ 200]آل عمران:  ﴾٢٠٠لعََلهك 

{...And fear Allah so that you may be successful.} [Surat Āl ‘Imrān: 130 and 200] 

O Allah, the All-Wise, open for us the doors of Your wisdom and make us 

content with whatever You decreed for us; indeed, You are the All-Knowing, the 

All-Wise. 

51 

Al-Latīf (The All-Subtle/The Most Kind) 

We will pause here with Allah’s name “Al-Latīf”, taking from its light and 

enjoying its shade. 

Allah Almighty says:  

وَ    ۥإنَه رَب يَ لطََيفٞ ل مََا يشََاءٓ   إنَهه   ....﴿  [ 100]يوسف:  ﴾١٠٠لحۡكََيم  ٱ لۡعَليَم  ٱه 

{...Indeed, my Lord is All-Subtle (Most Kind) in what He wills. Indeed, it is He 
Who is the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.} [Surat Yūsuf: 100] 

He also says:  

ه  ﴿ ها ت دۡركَ  بصَۡ ر  ٱل
َ
وَ ي دۡركَ   لأۡ ۖ ٱوهَ  بۡصَ رَ

َ
وَ  لأۡ  [ 103]الأنعام:  ﴾١٠٣لخۡبَيَر  ٱ للهطَيف  ٱوهَ 

{No vision can encompass Him, but He encompasses all vision, and He is the 
Most Subtle, the All-Aware.} [Surat al-An‘ām: 103] 
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In Arabic, “Latīf” is derived from “lutf”, which means kindness, hospitality, 

generosity, gentleness, and awareness of subtle things. 

So, when kindness in actions comes together with subtlety in cognizance, this 

conveys the meaning of Allah’s name “Al-Latīf”. 

Our Lord, Exalted be He, is the Most Kind. None is more kind than Him. He 

shows kindness to His servants and does not hasten to punish them for their 

sins. Nothing whatsoever is hidden from Him, no matter how small or subtle it 

may be. 

Our Lord is the One Who is good and kind to His servants and shows them 

benevolence in ways not apparent to them.  

َ  لِلّه  ٱ﴿ ق  مَن يشََاءٓ ۖ  ۦلطََيف   بعََبَادهَ  [ 19]الشورى:  ﴾ ...يرَۡز 

{Allah is Most Kind to His servants, and He provides for whomever He wills...} 
[Surat ash-Shūra: 19] 

He is the One Who provides for His servants from where they do not expect. 

And our Lord is the One not perceived by senses and not seen by eyes:  

ه  ﴿ ها ت دۡركَ  بصَۡ ر  ٱل
َ
وَ ي دۡركَ   لأۡ ۖ ٱوهَ  بۡصَ رَ

َ
وَ  لأۡ  [ 103]الأنعام:  ﴾١٠٣لخۡبَيَر  ٱ للهطَيف  ٱوهَ 

{Vision perceives Him not, but He perceives [all] vision; and He is the All-Subtle, 
the All-Aware.} [Surat al-An‘ām: 103] 

Allah Almighty gives us more than what we need, charges us with duties below 

our capacity, and makes it easy for us to attain happiness in a short period of 

time:  

 [ 100]يوسف:  ﴾..إنَه رَب يَ لطََيفٞ ل مََا يشََاءٓ   ﴿

{...Indeed, my Lord is All-Subtle (Most Kind) in what He wills...} [Surat Yūsuf: 
100] 

He is the Most Kind to His servants, and He knows the secrets of the matters, 

and He reveals His might and shows His kindness. 

His kindness is of two types: His kindness when He bestows blessings and His 

kindness when He pardons the heedlessness of His servants. 



  

 

223 

He is the Most Kind: 

Your Lord, the Most Generous and the Most Kind, bestows His favors upon you 

in a kind and gentle manner, and He knows your situation better than you do 

and He is more Kind to you than your own self. 

So, when the Most Kind Lord wants to show mercy to you, He sends the light 

of faith into your soul. As a result, your heart will radiate with its light and you 

will become averse to immoralities and temptations and keep away from sins.  

وَ ي دۡركَ   ...﴿ ۖ ٱوهَ  بصَۡ رَ
َ
وَ  لأۡ  [ 103]الأنعام:  ﴾١٠٣لخۡبَيَر  ٱ للهطَيف  ٱوهَ 

{...And He is the All-Subtle, the All-Aware.} [Surat al-An‘ām: 103] 

When Allah wants to support you, He can command something, which is 

otherwise not a means of support, and make it one of the best means of support 

for you. Indeed, He is:  

 [ 103]الأنعام:  ﴾١٠٣لخۡبَيَر  ٱ للهطَيف  ٱ ...﴿

{...the All-Subtle, the All-Aware.} [Surat al-An‘ām: 103] 

And when the All-Subtle Lord wants to cure you, He causes this to happen by 

the most unlikely or the weakest of means. Indeed, He is:  

وَ  ...﴿  [ 103]الأنعام:  ﴾١٠٣لخۡبَيَر  ٱ للهطَيف  ٱوهَ 

{...the All-Subtle, the All-Aware.} [Surat al-An‘ām: 103] 

Also, when the All-Subtle wants to give you sustenance, He facilitates for you 

things probably unknown to you. For example, He may send a poor person to 

you and you give him. In return, he supplicates for you, and his supplication gets 

answered, after which abundant sustenance comes your way, according to His 

will, while you are not aware of all this. Indeed, He is:  

 [ 103]الأنعام:  ﴾١٠٣لخۡبَيَر  ٱ للهطَيف  ٱ ...﴿

{...the All-Subtle, the All-Aware.} [Surat al-An‘ām: 103] 
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Do you not long for Him? 

If we knew what Allah keeps in store for us, we would feel an intense desire to 

meet Him. 

How often we fall ill and He cures us! 

How often we are hit by hardships and He removes them! 

How often He helps us repay our debts! 

And how often He sends relief after we are in distress! 

This does not happen by our strength or power, but only through His grace and 

kindness. 

If others knock on the doors of kings, you go and knock on the door of the 

Almighty King. 

And if they stand in the court of a ruler, you stand in the court of the Most 

Generous Lord. 

If you suffer a severe illness or a heavy debt, grieve over the absence of 

someone you love, fear for your children, and get tired of poverty, remember 

then that Allah is:  

 [ 103]الأنعام:  ﴾١٠٣لخۡبَيَر  ٱ للهطَيف  ٱ ...﴿

{...the All-Subtle, the All-Aware.} [Surat al-An‘ām: 103] 

The keys to relief are in His hand, His storehouses are full, and He is indeed the 

Most Generous.  

ها عَندَناَ خَزَائٓنَ ه  ﴿ َن شَىۡءٍ إلَ  [ 21]الحجر:   ﴾... ۥوَإِن م 
{And there is not a thing but that with Us are its stores...} [Surat al-Hijr: 21] 

Happiness, security, comfort, pleasure, and cure are with Him, and in His hand 

is the dominion of all things, and He is over everything competent. 

So, do not be distressed while you are in His company no matter how hard you 

suffer in this world. You should know that this is the means to you being selected 

by Allah Almighty, just as what happened to Yūsuf (Joseph) (peace be upon him). 



  

 

225 

And if you miss things that you think were the cause of your happiness, be 

certain that Allah kept them away from you before they become the cause of 

your misery. 

The key to happiness: 

If you want to be in the company of Allah, the All-Subtle, adhere to His Shariah, 

show gratitude for His favors, reflect upon His universe and creation, enjoy His 

remembrance and listen to His words, and be pleased with Him as your Lord, 

with His Book as a way, and with Muhammad as a Messenger. 

Indeed, a person can only win the company of Allah through endeavor and 

hard work. And if he gets it, his heart will be filled with cheerfulness and his 

distress will go away, and he will forget the troubles and hardships of this world. 

Be humbly submissive to the All-Subtle, the Most Kind! 

Our Kind Lord loves kindness and loves that we treat each other kindly and 

compassionately. 

The Prophet (may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) is authentically 

reported to have said: “Shall I inform you of the person to whom Hellfire is 

forbidden, or the one who is forbidden from (entering) Hellfire? It is 

forbidden for everyone who is close (to people due to his modesty), 

lenient, and easy-going.” [Narrated by Al-Tirmidhi; Sahīh (authentic)] 

When you need your Lord to show you kindness and remove your distress or 

hardship, turn to Him in weakness and total submission and show kindness to 

Muslims, especially the weak amongst them. 

My Lord, it befits You to be Kind and Benevolent! My Lord, my heart is in 

distress; so grant me Your pardon and relief! 

All bounty and generosity belong to You. And my condition is indeed pitiful; 

and I am broken and humble. 

O Allah, show us kindness, give us a sense of intimacy in closeness to You, help 

us worship You properly, and grant us a good ending in life. 

52 
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Al-Khabīr (The All-Aware) 

A Bedouin came to the Prophet (may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) 

and believed in him and followed him. Then he said: “I will immigrate along 

with you.” So, the Prophet (may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) 

instructed some of his Companions to take care of him. 

During the battle of Khaybar, the Prophet (may Allah’s peace and blessings be 

upon him) got some prisoners as spoils of war, and he distributed them and gave 

him a share. His Companions gave him what had been allocated to him. He had 

been looking after some livestock for them, and when he came, they gave him 

his share. He said: “What is this?” They said: “A share that the Prophet (may 

Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) has allocated to you.” He took it and 

brought it to the Prophet and said: “What is this?” He said: “I allocated it 

to you.” He said: “It is not for this that I followed you. Rather, I followed 

you so that I might be shot here - and he pointed to his throat with an 

arrow - and die and enter Paradise.” 

The Prophet (may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) replied: “If you 

are sincere with Allah, Allah will fulfill your wish.” Shortly after that, they got 

up to fight the enemy, after which he was carried to the Prophet (may Allah’s 

peace and blessings be upon him) after being hit with an arrow in the place he 

had pointed to earlier. 

The Prophet (may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) said: “Is it really 

him?” They replied in the affirmative. Thereupon, he said: “He was sincere 

with Allah and Allah fulfilled his wish.” Then, the Prophet shrouded him in his 

own cloak, put him in front of him, and offered the funeral prayer for him. 

During his supplication, he said: “O Allah, this is Your servant; he went out as 

an immigrant in Your cause and was martyred and I am a witness to that.” 
[Narrated by Al-Nasā’i with an authentic chain of narrators] Actions of the body 

organs follow actions of the heart, and salvation on the Day of Judgment lies in 

the soundness of the heart.  
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تيَ  ٨٨يوَۡمَ لاَ ينَفَع  مَالٞ وَلاَ بَن ونَ ﴿
َ
ها مَنۡ أ َ ٱإلَ  [ 89-88]الشعراء:  ﴾٨٩بقََلۡبٖ سَليَمٖ   لِلّه

{On the Day when neither wealth nor children will be of any avail, except the 
one who comes to Allah with a sound heart.”} [Surat ash-Shu‘arā’: 88-89] 

Only Allah, the All-Knowing, the All-Aware, knows what is in the hearts. He 

says:  

 [ 234]البقرة:   ﴾٢٣٤بمََا تَعۡمَل ونَ خَبيَرٞ  لِلّه  ٱوَ  ...﴿

{...And Allah is All-Aware of what you do.} [Surat al-Baqarah: 234] 

The Almighty Lord knows the innermost thoughts and feelings of His servants. 

Nothing whatsoever, outward or inward, is hidden from Him, and nothing 

happens in His kingdom and dominion, no atom moves or stops, and no soul 

feels troubled or tranquil except with His knowledge. 

His knowledge encompasses both the apparent and the hidden, the public and 

the secret. It encompasses everything: duties, impossibilities, possible things, the 

higher world and the lower one, the past, the present, and the future. Nothing is 

hidden or unknown to Him. 

He informs of the consequences and outcomes of things.  

هذَيٱ﴿ مَ وَ تَ ٱخَلقََ    ل رۡضَ ٱوَ   لسه
َ
ث مه    لأۡ يهامٖ 

َ
أ سَتهةَ  فيَ  مَا  بيَۡنَه  بهََ   لرهحۡمَ ن  ٱ  لۡعَرۡشَ  ٱعلَىَ    سۡتَوَى  ٱوَمَا    ۦفسَۡـ َلۡ 

ا  [ 59]الفرقان:  ﴾٥٩خَبيَرّٗ

{It is He Who created the heavens and earth and all that is between them in six 
Days, then rose over the Throne. He is the Most Compassionate, so ask about 
Him the One Who is All-Aware.} [Surat al-Furqān: 59] 

Allah is All-Knowing of outward things and All-Aware of inward ones. 

He is All-Aware of the facts and the meanings and encompasses all things. 

And He is the All-Knowing Lord from Whom nothing is hidden or veiled. 

The status of Ihsān (perfection): 

A person who knows that Allah is All-Aware of his innermost thoughts and 

feelings and is watching over him will feel shy that Allah should ever see him 
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doing things displeasing to Him. Such a person will perfect his deeds and perform 

his worship sincerely for the sake of his Lord until he reaches the level of Ihsān, 

which is mentioned in this authentic Hadīth: “To worship Allah as if you see Him. 

But if you cannot see Him, He sees you.” [Narrated by Al-Bukhāri and Muslim] 

Abu Hātim said: “The best act of obedience a person can do in this world is to 

reform his intentions and avoid spoiling consciences.” 

The secret lies in the heart! 

Two persons may perform the same righteous deed, yet it is accepted from 

one of them but not form the other. For example, two men pray side by side and 

the prayer of one gets accepted; whereas the other one only gets a partial 

reward for his prayer, according to how much he focused therein. The Prophet 

(may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) said: “Indeed, a man may 

perform a prayer and gets no reward for it except a tenth, a ninth, an 

eighth, a seventh, or a sixth thereof.” [Narrated by Ibn Hibbān; Sahīh 

(authentic)] Also, a person may give charity and Allah accepts it from him and 

even fosters it for him, as we foster our own foal. And another person may give 

charity and Allah turns it down and even punishes him for it.  

واْ  ﴿ ت بۡد  دَقَ تَ ٱإنَ  وَت ؤۡت وهَا    لصه وهَا  خفۡ  ت  وَإِن  هَىَۖ  ا  قَرَاءَٓ ٱفَنعََمه َن    لۡف  م  م  عَنك  رَ   وَي كَف  مۡ   لهك  خَيۡرٞ  وَ  فَه 
مِۡۗ وَ   [ 271]البقرة:  ﴾٢٧١بمََا تَعۡمَل ونَ خَبيَرٞ  لِلّه  ٱسَي ـَ َاتكَ 

{If you give charity publicly, it is good; but if you give it secretly to the poor, it is 
better for you, and He will expiate some of your sins. And Allah is All-Aware of 
what you do.} [Surat al-Baqarah: 271] 

One may pretend to lower his gaze while other people are around, yet when 

he is alone, he gives free rein to his eyes and violates the prohibitions set by his 

Lord. Only the All-Aware and All-Seeing Lord watches over what he does and 

knows what is in his heart.  

عۡي نَ ٱيَعۡلَم  خَائٓنََةَ ﴿
َ
خفَۡى   لأۡ ور  ٱوَمَا ت  د   [ 19]غافر:  ﴾١٩لصُّ

{He knows the fraud of the eyes, and all that the breasts conceal.} [Surat 
Ghāfir: 19] 
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Leading a life between obedience and disobedience carries the risk of not 

knowing during which of them your life will come to an end. 

How you act when you are alone may raise or lower you. Whoever extols Allah 

Almighty in his time of seclusion, people will revere him when he is in public. 

Imam Mālik (may Allah have mercy upon him) said: “Whoever likes to have 

relief within his heart and be saved from the throes of death and the horrors on 

the Day of Judgment, he should perform more good deeds in secret than in 

public.” Ibn Rajab (may Allah have mercy upon him) said: “Only a person whose 

inside is good will have a good ending for his life, as none can be pretentious in 

the moment of death. It is only what lies within the heart that comes out then.” 

Allah Almighty states that He is the All-Aware. He even couples His name “the 

All-Aware” with what people do and know more than twenty times, urging His 

servants to fear Him.  

ْ ٱ ...﴿ قرَۡب  للَتهقۡوَى   وَ  عۡدَل وا
َ
وَ أ ْ ٱ ه  وا َ  ٱ تهق  َ ٱ إنَه  لِلّه  [ 8]المائدة:  ﴾٨خَبيَر   بمََا تَعۡمَل ونَ  لِلّه

{...Be just; that is nearer to righteousness. And fear Allah; indeed, Allah is All-
Aware of what you do.} [Surat al-Mā’idah: 8] 

Allah also urges us to consider our outward and inward deeds. The more one 

believes in the name “Al-Khabīr”, the more he becomes aware of what takes 

place in his own world, namely his heart and body, including his innermost 

thoughts and secrets, like cheating, treachery, and evil intent. 

Allah Almighty does not look at our forms or appearances, but He looks at our 

hearts and deeds.  

فيَ   ۞﴿ مَا  ب عۡثرََ  إذََا  يَعۡلَم   فَلاَ 
َ
ب ورَ ٱأ ق 

فيَ    ٩  لۡ مَا  لَ  َ ص  ورَ ٱ وحَ  د  لهخبَيَر     ١٠لصُّ يوَۡمَئذَٖ  بهََمۡ  م  رَبهه    ﴾ ١١إنَه 
 [ 11-9]العاديات: 

{But does he not know that when the contents of the graves are scattered. And 
that within the breasts is obtained. Verily, on that Day their Lord will be All-
Aware of them.} [Surat al-‘Ādiyāt: 9-11] 
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Being in the company of Allah: 

When the believer takes his share in Allah’s name “Al-Khabīr”, he enjoys the 

company of his Lord and, consequently, He elevates and purifies him and makes 

him more preoccupied with this company than with anything else. He also makes 

him constantly fearful and heedful of the Almighty Creator, grants him self-

sufficiency, subjects the worldly life to him, and blesses whatever He provides 

for him. Such a person will be safe from anxiety and distress, and the devil 

cannot find a way to him. Allah Almighty says:  

َ ٱوَمَن يَتهقَ  ...﴿ هه   لِلّه ا   ۥيَجۡعَل ل  [ 2]الطلاق:  ﴾٢مَخۡرجَّٗ

{...And whoever fears Allah, He will make for him a way out.} [Surat at-Talāq: 2] 

O my Lord Who sees and hears what is within people’s hearts and consciences, 

O You from Whom we seek relief from our hardships! I have no means but my 

humble submission before You and my need for You, as I knock on Your door. 

Exalted are You far above turning down a sinner who turns to You in repentance. 

O Allah, You are the Bestower of every blessing that we expect, and to You we 

all resort and in You we seek refuge from every fear, need, and distress. If You 

reject us, we will not find another door to knock on; and You are the Owner of 

supreme bounty and grace. 

O Allah, the All-Aware, show us kindness; indeed, You know our innermost 

thoughts and what lies concealed within our consciences. 

53 

Al-Halīm (The Forbearing) 

Al-‘Izz ibn ‘Abdus-Salām said: “Knowing Allah Almighty and knowing His 

beautiful names and sublime attributes is the best of deeds in terms of honor, 

benefits, and effects.” 

We pause here with one of the beautiful names of Allah Almighty: “Al-Halīm”. 

Allah Almighty says:  
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 [ 263]البقرة:  ﴾٢٦٣غَنىٌَّ حَليَمٞ  لِلّه  ٱوَ ﴿

{...And Allah is Self-sufficient, Forbearing} [Surat al-Baqarah: 263] 

And He says:  

ا  ۥإنَهه   ...﴿ ورّٗ  [ 44]الإسراء:  ﴾٤٤كَانَ حَليَمًا غَف 

{...And He is ever Forbearing, All-Forgiving.} [Surat al-Isrā’: 44] 

Our Lord is the Owner of forbearance and tolerance. He is not provoked by the 

deeds of His servants, be it ignorance, disobedience, or the like. He does not 

hasten to punish His servants for their polytheism and disbelief in Him and for 

their plenty of sins. 

No one is more forbearing than He is. His servants disobey Him as He watches 

over them, and He still preserves and takes care of them as they move and sleep 

as if they have not committed a sin. He bestows His favors even upon sinners 

and wrongdoers. 

He is the Forbearing! 

A sinner who is in distress stands before Him in supplication, and He responds 

to him and grants him his request.  

فيَ  ﴿ رَكبَ واْ  لۡكَ ٱفَإذََا  َ ٱدَعَو اْ    لفۡ  لهَ     لِلّه خۡلصََينَ  َينَ ٱم  إلَيَ    لد  مۡ  نَجهى ه  ا  ونَ    لۡبَر َ ٱفَلَمه ي شۡرَك  مۡ  ه    ﴾ ٦٥إذََا 
 [ 65]العنكبوت: 

{When they board a ship, they supplicate Allah, devoting their faith sincerely to 
Him. But as soon as He rescues them to the land, they associate partners with 
Him,} [Surat al-‘Ankabūt: 65] 

There is no god except Allah. What a Forbearing Lord! He is the owner and 

source of bounty, generosity, and forbearance. 

He is Forbearing and so He does not hasten to punish His servants for their sins 

and He gives them respite so that they may repent. 

Abu Mūsa al-Ash‘ari (may Allah be pleased with him) reported that the 

Prophet (may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) said: “No one is more 
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patient when hearing abuse than Allah Almighty. They associate rivals 

with Him and attribute a son to Him, but He still provides them with 

sustenance, grants them safety, and gives to them.” [Narrated by Al-Bukhāri 

and Muslim] 

What a Forbearing Lord! 

How often Allah conceals our lapses and does not punish us for sins we 

commit! How often we disobey Him, and yet He calls us, although He is in no 

need for us, saying:  

ناَ  ۞﴿
َ
ن يَٓ أ
َ
ور  ٱ نَب ئَۡ عَبَادَيٓ أ  [ 49]الحجر:  ﴾٤٩لرهحَيم  ٱ لۡغَف 

{Inform My servants that I am the All-Forgiving, the Most Merciful.} [Surat al-
Hijr: 49] 

Glory be to Allah, the All-Forbearing. He creates His servants, yet others are 

worshiped, and He provides for them, yet others are thanked. Goodness 

descends from Him to His servants, whereas evil ascends from them to Him. He 

shows love for them by His blessings, though He is in no need for them, and they 

incur His displeasure by sins, though they are in utmost need for Him.  

اسَ ٱ  لِلّه  ٱوَلوَۡ ي ؤَاخَذ   ﴿ ى  فَإذََا جَاءَٓ   لنه سَم ّٗ جَلٖ مُّ
َ
أ إلَيََٰٓ  مۡ  َر ه  وَلَ كَن ي ؤَخ  دَابٓهةٖ  ا ترََكَ عَلَيۡهَا مَن  لۡمَهَم مه بظَ 

ونَ  ونَ سَاعَةّٗ وَلاَ يسَۡتَقۡدَم  مۡ لاَ يسَۡتَـ ۡخَر  جَل ه 
َ
 [ 61]النحل:  ﴾٦١أ

{If Allah were to take people to task for their wrongdoing, He would not leave a 
single living being on earth, but He gives them respite for an appointed time. 
When their time comes, they cannot delay it for a moment nor can they bring it 
forward.} [Surat an-Nahl: 61] 

A whisper! 

Let us beware of His wrath, because when the Forbearing Lord becomes angry, 

none can stand up to Him. Indeed, His forbearance comes from power and 

ability. He only becomes displeased with those who do not deserve mercy and 

are not worthy of being treated with forbearance - and that is after He gives 

them respite. 
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Allah Almighty says:  

وناَ ﴿ آ ءَاسَف  جۡمعََينَ   نتَقَمۡنَا ٱفَلَمه
َ
مۡ أ غۡرَقۡنَ ه 

َ
مۡ فأَ  [ 55]الزخرف:  ﴾٥٥مَنۡه 

{When they angered Us, We exacted Our retribution and drowned them all,} 
[Surat az-Zukhruf: 55] 

Allah Almighty may show forbearance to the disbelievers, provide for them, 

and not punish them in the worldly life, yet in the Hereafter, He will not pardon 

them or show them any clemency. Rather, the angels will drag them to Hellfire. 

Their entreaties will not be accepted, nor will their punishment be alleviated.  

مۡ وَ ﴿ رَنهه  يَ طَينَ ٱفَوَرَب كََ لنََحۡش  ا   لشه مۡ حَوۡلَ جَهَنهمَ جَثيَ ّٗ لنَ حۡضَرَنهه  مۡ    ٦٨ث مه  ه  يُّ
َ
َ شَيعَةٍ أ

ث مه لنََنزعََنه مَن ك ل 
شَدُّ علَىَ 

َ
ا  لرهحۡمَٰنِٱأ  [ 69-68]مريم:  ﴾٦٩عَتيَ ّٗ

{By your Lord, We will surely gather them and the devils, then We will surely 
bring them all around Hell on their knees. Then We will surely drag out of every 
group those who were most rebellious against the Most Compassionate.} [Surat 
Maryam: 68-69] 

﴿ َ َ  لۡعَذَابَ ٱيسَۡتَعۡجَل ونكََ ب حَيطَةُۢ ب  [ 54]العنكبوت:  ﴾٥٤لۡكَ فَريَنَ ٱوَإِنه جَهَنهمَ لمَ 

{They urge you to hasten the punishment. And indeed, Hell will be 
encompassing of the disbelievers.} [Surat al-‘Ankabūt: 54] 

The pleasure of compliance! 

One should strive to adopt this noble moral, namely forbearance. Indeed, Allah 

Almighty is Forbearing and Generous and loves those who are forbearing and 

generous among His servants. 

Indeed, forbearance is one of the most noble and sublime traits. 

So, show forbearance to me, my Lord, and grace from You. 

Praising His Prophet Ibrāhim (Abraham) (peace be upon him), Allah Almighty 

says:  

نيَبٞ ﴿ وه هٞ مُّ
َ
 [ 75]هود:  ﴾ ٧٥إنَه إبَرَۡ هيَمَ لحَلَيَم  أ
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{Surely Abraham was forbearing, tenderhearted, and oft-turning to Allah.} 
[Surat Hūd: 75] 

Forbearance was also a trait of Ismā‘il (Ishmael) (peace be upon him): (So We 

gave him glad tidings of a forbearing boy.) [Surat as-Sāffāt: 101] 

Our Prophet Muhammad (may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) had 

the greatest share of this sublime moral. 

Anas (may Allah be pleased with him) reported: “I was with the Messenger of 

Allah (may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) and he was wearing a 

Najrāni cloak with a thick hem. A Bedouin approached him and pulled him 

violently by his cloak. I looked at the neck of the Messenger of Allah (may Allah’s 

peace and blessings be upon) [and saw that] it was chafed by his hard tug. The 

Bedouin then said: ‘O Muhammad, give me of Allah’s wealth which is with 

you.’ The Prophet turned to him, laughed, and ordered that he be given 

something.” [Narrated by Al-Bukhāri and Muslim] 

Also, the Prophet (may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) praised Al-

Ashajj ibn ‘Abd al-Qays, saying: “Indeed, you possess two traits that Allah 

loves: forbearance and deliberateness.” [Narrated by Muslim] 

It is reported that a female slave of Maymūn ibn Mahrān came one day with a 

bowl of hot soup, as he was hosting some guests. She stumbled and poured the 

soup on him. As Maymūn was about to beat her, she said: “My master, heed 

Allah’s verse that says:  

هذَينَ ٱ﴿ فيَ    ل ونَ  اءَٓ ٱي نفقَ  ره اءَٓ ٱوَ   لسه ره اسَ  ٱعَنَ    لۡعَافيَنَ ٱوَ   لۡغَيۡظَ ٱ   لۡكَ ظَمَينَ ٱوَ   لضه حَبُّ   لِلّه  ٱوَ   لنه ي 
حۡسَنيَنَ ٱ  [ 134]آل عمران:  ﴾١٣٤لمۡ 

{And those who restrain anger.}” He said: “I do.” She further said: “Heed the 
subsequent part: {And who pardon people.}” He said: “I pardon you.” Then, she 
said: “{And Allah loves the doers of good.} [Surat Āl ‘Imrān: 134]” 

Thereupon, he said: “I will do good to you. You are free for the sake of Allah 

Almighty.” 
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Abu Hātim (may Allah have mercy upon him) said: “A wise person should 

remember, when he gets angry, that Allah often treats him with forbearance 

despite his frequent sins and violation of His prohibitions. Thereupon, he also 

should show forbearance and restrain his anger lest it may lead him to 

wrongdoing.” 

In conclusion.. 

If an affliction or a tribulation hits you, invoke Allah Almighty and include His 

name “Al-Halīm” in your invocation, for whenever the Prophet (may Allah’s 

peace and blessings be upon him) was distressed, he would make this 

supplication: “La ilāha illallāh Al-‘Azhīm Al-Halīm, la ilāha illallāh Rabbu al-

‘arshi al-‘azhīm, la ilāha illallāh Rabbu as-samāwāti wa Rabbu al-ardi wa 

Rabbu al-‘arshi al-karīm (There is no god except Allah, the Magnificent, 

the Forbearing. There is no god except Allah, the Lord of the Mighty 

Throne. There is no god except Allah, the Lord of the heavens, the earth, 

and the honorable Throne).” [Narrated by Al-Bukhāri and Muslim] 

O Allah, the Forbearing, make Your forbearance a cause for our happiness in 

this world and in the Hereafter. 

54 

Ar-Ra‘ūf (The All-Kind) 

The Prophet (may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) said: “There was 

a man who wronged himself greatly, and when he was dying, he said to 

his children: ‘When I am dead, burn my body and then grind my bones 

and scatter me in the wind and at sea, for by Allah, if Allah gets hold of 

me, He will punish me in a way that He will not punish anyone else.’ 

So, they did that. But Allah Almighty said to the earth: ‘Give back what 

you have taken.’ Then, there he was, standing. Allah said to him: ‘What 
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made you do what you did?’ He said: ‘Fear from You.’ So Allah forgave 

him.” [Narrated by Al-Bukhāri and Muslim] 

Praising Himself and giving glad tidings to His servants, Allah Almighty says:  

مۡ لرََء وفٞ رهحَيمٞ  ...﴿  [ 7]النحل: ﴾٧إنَه رَبهك 

{...Indeed, your Lord is All-Kind, Most Merciful.} [Surat an-Nahl: 7] 

“Ra’ūf” is derived from “ra’fah”, which means the highest degree of mercy. 

Indeed, it is good in every aspect. Allah Almighty says:  

َ ٱإنَه  ...﴿ َ  لِلّه اسَ ٱب  [ 143]البقرة:  ﴾١٤٣لرََء وفٞ رهحَيمٞ  لنه

{...Indeed, Allah is All-Kind and Most Merciful to mankind.} [Surat al-Baqarah: 
143] 

Our Lord, Exalted be He, is the One Who created us, protects us, shows mercy 

and kindness to us, subjects the world to us, removes harm from us, and brings 

all sorts of good things to us. This stems from His supreme benevolence and 

bounty. 

Out of His kindness towards His pious servants, Allah Almighty accepts their 

good deeds, no matter how little they may be, and preserves their faith and does 

not cause it to be lost or go to waste.  

مۡ  إنَه  لِلّه  ٱوَمَا كَانَ  ...﴿ َ ٱليَ ضَيعَ إيَمَ نَك  َ  لِلّه اسَ ٱب  [ 143]البقرة:  ﴾١٤٣لرََء وفٞ رهحَيمٞ  لنه

{...And never would Allah have caused you to lose your faith. Indeed Allah is 
All-Kind and Most Merciful to mankind.} [Surat al-Baqarah: 143] 

The strongest signs: 

Out of His supreme kindness towards His servants, He warns, encourages, 

intimidates, promises, and threatens them, as He wants to lead them to what is 

good and beneficial for them.  

م   ....﴿ ك  ر  َ َ  لِلّه  ٱوَ  ِۥۗ نَفۡسَه   لِلّه  ٱوَي حَذ   [ 30]آل عمران:  ﴾٣٠لۡعَبَادَٱرءَ وف   ب
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{...And Allah warns you of Himself, and Allah is All-Kind to [His] servants.} 
[Surat Āl ‘Imrān: 30] 

One of the signs of His kindness is that He revealed the Book to His Messenger 

so as to bring people out of darkness into light by His permission. Allah Almighty 

says:  

وَ  ﴿ هذَيٱه  َ   ل َل  علَىَ  عَبۡدَه نَز  َنَ     ٓۦي  م م  ل مَ تَ ٱءَايَ ت  بَي نََ تٖ ل يَ خۡرجََك  َ ٱ وَإِنه    لنُّورَ  ٱإلَيَ    لظُّ مۡ لرََء وفٞ   لِلّه بكَ 
 [ 9]الحديد:  ﴾٩رهحَيمٞ 

{It is He Who sends down upon His Servant verses of clear evidence that He 
may bring you out from darknesses into the light. And indeed, Allah is All-Kind 
and Most Merciful to you.} [Surat al-Hadīd: 9] 

Another sign of His kindness is that He subjected to us means of 

transportation, such as horses, mules, and donkeys in the past, and cars, planes, 

trains, etc. in modern times. Allah Almighty says:  

﴿  َ ا بشََق 
ه ون واْ بَ لغََيهَ إلَ همۡ تكَ  مۡ إلَيَ  بلَدَٖ ل ثۡقَالكَ 

َ
سَ  ٱوَتَحۡمَل  أ نف 

َ
مۡ لرََء وفٞ رهحَيمٞ   لأۡ ]النحل:    ﴾٧إنَه رَبهك 

7 ] 
{And they carry your loads to a land you could not have reached except with 

difficulty to yourselves. Indeed, your Lord is All-Kind, Most Merciful.} [Surat an-
Nahl: 7] 

Signs of His kindness also include the fact that whatever He buys from His 

servants - like their lives and wealth - does originally belong to Him, and He gives 

them abundant rewards in return. He says:  

اسَ ٱوَمَنَ ﴿ َ  ٱ مَرۡضَاتَ  بتۡغََاءَٓ ٱمَن يشَۡرَي نَفۡسَه    لنه َ  لِلّه  ٱوَ  لِلّه  [ 207]البقرة:  ﴾٢٠٧لۡعَبَادَٱرَء وف   ب

{And of the people is he who sells himself, seeking means to the approval of 
Allah. And Allah is All-Kind to [His] servants.} [Surat al-Baqarah: 207] 

And as part of His supreme kindness, He answers the supplications of His close 

servants. Allah Almighty says:  
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هذَينَ ٱوَ ﴿ ول ونَ رَبهنَا    ل هذَينَ ٱلنََا وَلإَخَۡوَ ننََا    غۡفرَۡ ٱجَاءٓ و مَن  بَعۡدَهمَۡ يَق  َ   ل وناَ ب وَلاَ تَجۡعَلۡ فيَ ق ل وبنََا   لإَۡيمَ نَ ٱسَبَق 
هذَينَ ءَامَن واْ رَبهنَآ إنَهكَ رَء وفٞ رهحَيم   ا ل لَ

 [ 10]الحشر:  ﴾١٠غَل ّٗ

{And [there is a share for] those who came after them, saying: “Our Lord, 
forgive us and our brothers who preceded us in faith and put not in our hearts 
[any] resentment toward those who have believed. Our Lord, indeed You are All-
Kind and Most Merciful.”} [Surat al-Hashr: 10] 

Another aspect of His kindness is that He laid down certain punishments that 

deter people from committing crimes and drive them to adhere to piety. Indeed, 

it is out of kindness to reform those to whom kindness is to be shown. Kindness 

is a higher and more gentle form of mercy. Allah Almighty says:  

َ ٱوَلوَۡلاَ فَضۡل  ﴿ مۡ وَرَحۡمتَ ه   لِلّه نه   ۥعَلَيۡك 
َ
َ ٱوَأ  [ 20]النور:  ﴾٢٠رَء وفٞ رهحَيمٞ  لِلّه

{And if it had not been for the favor of Allah upon you and His mercy... and 
because Allah is All-Kind, Most Merciful.} [Surat an-Nūr: 20] 

Another sign of His kindness is that He gives respite to the disbelievers and 

sinners instead of seizing them unexpectedly while they are not aware. And He 

also gives them safety, good health, and sustenance. Allah Almighty says:  

مۡ لرََء وفٞ رهحَيم  ﴿ مۡ علَىَ  تَخَوُّفٖ فَإنَه رَبهك  ذَه  خ 
ۡ
وۡ يأَ
َ
 [ 47]النحل:  ﴾٤٧أ

{Or that He would not seize them gradually [in a state of dread]? But indeed, 
your Lord is All-Kind and Most Merciful.} [Surat an-Nahl: 47] 

And one of the signs of His kindness is that He holds  

مَاءَٓ ٱوَي مۡسَك   ...﴿ ن تَقَعَ علَىَ  لسه
َ
رۡضَ ٱأ

َ
ها بإَذَۡنهََ  لأۡ َ ٱإنَه  ٓۦ  إلَ َ  لِلّه اسَ ٱب  [ 65]الحج:  ﴾٦٥لرََء وفٞ رهحَيمٞ  لنه

{...the sky from falling upon the earth, unless by His permission. Indeed Allah is 
All-Kind and Most Merciful to people.} [Surat al-Hajj: 65] 

A message to.. 

Everyone who suffers poverty, distress, and a broken heart. 

Everyone who is in heavy debt and, therefore, lives in loss and confusion and 

finds life to be narrow and tough. 
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Everyone who goes through severe pains, and doctors cannot find a cure for 

him, and there is no way. 

Everyone who is in grief and distress and upon whom life has turned its back, 

and he is surrounded with hardships. 

Everyone whose son, loved one, or friend has traveled or been away for a long 

while, and so he agonizes, his heart shivers in sadness, and he sees the beautiful 

life around him as hard and gloomy. 

Remember the verse that says:  

مۡ لرََء وفٞ رهحَيمٞ  ...﴿  [ 7]النحل:   ﴾٧إنَه رَبهك 

{...Indeed, your Lord is All-Kind and Most Merciful.} [Surat an-Nahl: 7]. 

And repeat that verse that reads:  

َ  لِلّه  ٱوَ  ...﴿  [ 207]البقرة:  ﴾٢٠٧لۡعَبَادَٱرَء وف   ب

{...And Allah is All-Kind to [His] servants} [Surat al-Baqarah: 207] 

Call out and say: My All-Kind Lord, show kindness to me, strengthen me, and 

remove my distress and the harm I am suffering. 

Ibn al-Qayyim said: “Allah Almighty afflicts His servants to hear their 

complaints and earnest imploring and supplication to Him.”  

زۡنيَٓ إلَيَ ﴿ واْ بَث ىَ وحَ  شۡك 
َ
مَآ أ َ ٱ قَالَ إنَه  [ 86]يوسف:   ﴾... لِلّه

{He said: “I only complain of my suffering and my grief to Allah...”} [Surat 
Yūsuf: 86] 

And then expect relief from your Lord, Who says:  

جَيب   ﴿ ي  ن  مه
َ
ضۡطَره ٱأ وَيكَۡشَف     لمۡ  دَعاَه   وءَٓ ٱإذََا  لفََاءَٓ    لسُّ مۡ خ  رۡضَ  ٱوَيجَۡعَل ك 

َ
عَ    لأۡ مه ءَلَ هٞ 

َ
َ  ٱأ ا    لِلّه مه قَليَلّٗا 

ونَ  ر   [ 62]النمل:  ﴾٦٢تذََكه

{Is He [not best] Who responds to the desperate one when he calls upon Him 
and removes evil and makes you inheritors of the earth? Is there a deity with 
Allah? Little do you remember.} [Surat an-Naml: 62] 
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He is the All-Kind, the Most Merciful, the Magnificent, the Most High. How 

close and kind He is to His servants! 

When you find a hardship getting tough, know that it will soon ease; when the 

night getting dark, rejoice, for the morning is approaching soon. 

Do not be impatient or lose hope in the All-Kind and Most Merciful Lord. 

Indeed, things must necessarily change. The best act of worship is to wait for 

relief from Allah. Days bring change and fluctuations, and the future is pregnant 

with many possibilities, yet they are now unseen to us. Allah Almighty says:  

نٖ ...﴿
ۡ
وَ فيَ شَأ  [ 29]الرحمن:  ﴾٢٩ك له يوَۡمٍ ه 

{...Every day He is upon some affair.} [Surat ar-Rahmān: 29] 

He also says:  

َ ٱلعََله  ...﴿ ا  لِلّه مۡرّٗ
َ
حۡدَث  بَعۡدَ ذَ لكََ أ  [ 1]الطلاق:  ﴾١ي 

{...Perhaps Allah will bring about after that a [different] matter.} [Surat at-
Talāq: 1] 

And He says:  

ا لۡع سۡرَ ٱإنَه مَعَ   ٥ي سۡرًا  لۡع سۡرَ ٱفَإنَه مَعَ  ﴿  [ 6-5]الشرح:  ﴾٦ي سۡرّٗ

{Verily, with every hardship comes ease, Verily, with every hardship comes 
ease.} [Surat ash-Sharh: 5-6] 

Hearts in humble submission.. 

Allah Almighty describes His Prophet (may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon 

him) as being kind, saying:  

﴿ َ ب م  عَلَيۡك  حَريَص   عَنتَُّمۡ  مَا  عَلَيۡهَ  عَزيَز   مۡ  سَك  نف 
َ
أ َنۡ  م  ولٞ  رَس  مۡ  جَاءَٓك  ؤۡمَنيَنَ ٱلقََدۡ  رَء وفٞ   لمۡ 

 [ 128]التوبة:  ﴾١٢٨رهحَيمٞ 

{There has certainly come to you a Messenger from among yourselves. Hard to 
him is what you suffer; [he is] concerned over you and is kind and merciful to the 
believers.} [Surat at-Tawbah: 128] 
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That means he is extremely kind and merciful towards the believers. Indeed, 

he is more merciful to them than their own parents. 

That is why his right takes precedence over the rights of all people, and it is 

incumbent upon them to believe in him and respect and revere him. 

The Prophet (may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) would spend the 

whole night in prayer repeating one single verse:  

نتَ ﴿
َ
مۡ فَإنَهكَ أ مۡ عَبَاد كَۖ وَإِن تَغۡفرَۡ لهَ  مۡ فَإنَهه  بۡه  َ  [ 118]المائدة:  ﴾١١٨لحۡكََيم  ٱ  لۡعَزيَز  ٱإنَ ت عَذ 

{If You should punish them - indeed they are Your servants; but if You forgive 
them - indeed it is You Who are the All-Mighty, the All-Wise.} [Surat al-Mā’idah: 
118] 

Then, Allah Almighty, the All-Kind Lord, informed him that He would make him 

pleased with regard to his Ummah. 

The believer should show kindness to himself and follow the paths of salvation 

and avoid those of ruin and perdition. And he should do this with other people 

as well. 

Ibn Rajab (may Allah have mercy upon him) said: “If a person treats others 

generously, Allah treats him generously and graciously. Indeed, recompense is of 

the same type of the action.” 

My Lord, You see my condition and know my need and weakness. 

And You hear my secret talk and innermost thoughts. 

My Lord, make me taste Your pardon on a Day 

when no children or wealth will be of any avail. 

O Allah, the All-Kind, we implore You to admit us into Your Paradise and save 

us from Your Hellfire. 

55 
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Al-Wadūd (The Most Affectionate) 

Our Lord, as we see beautiful things around us, 

this inspires love within our hearts 

and encourages us to have dreams and wishes. 

And indeed all our wishes and hopes come from none but You. 

Our Lord, the Most Affectionate, is the One Whom the pious people love and 

to Whom the fearful and distressed turn for refuge and security. 

He loves those who frequently repent and purify themselves. He is the Most 

Generous and the Most Bountiful of all those who are generous and bountiful. 

Our Lord, Your giving is the most generous, Your mercy is the most vast, and 

Your refuge is the firmest, and You are with us when we are alone and the 

source of support when we are few and weak - Exalted are You! 

We will talk here about Allah’s name “Al-Wadūd”. 

Allah Almighty says:  

 [ 90]هود:  ﴾٩٠إنَه رَب يَ رحََيمٞ وَد ودٞ  ...﴿

{...Indeed, my Lord is Most Merciful, Most Affectionate.} [Surat Hūd: 90] 

He also says:  

وَ ﴿ ور  ٱوهَ   [ 15-14]البروج:  ﴾١٥لمَۡجَيد  ٱ لۡعَرۡشَ ٱذ و  ١٤ لوَۡد ود  ٱ لۡغَف 

{And He is the All-Forgiving, the Most Affectionate, the Owner of the Throne, 
the Most Glorious.} [Surat al-Burūj: 14-15] 

“Wadūd” is derived from “wudd”, which means love. 

Our Lord, Exalted be He, shows affection towards His close servants by making 

them know Him and His sublime attributes. 

His affection is particularly shown to His close and pious servants. He facilitates 

for them the means whereby they win His love and affection. Indeed, their 

hearts are attracted to His affection. As He mentions to them His beautiful 
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names and great attributes, people with sound and untainted hearts feel 

inclined to love Him. 

My Lord, my heart was empty before I loved You. 

I used to engage in play and diversion with people. 

Yet when Your love called my heart, it responded. 

And ever since, it never leaves Your court. 

Allah is the Most Affectionate. He endears Himself to sinners among His 

servants and shows affections to the repentant among them, facilitating for 

them the means by which they can attain His forgiveness and pardon, and shows 

them the signs of His vast mercy. 

Allah Almighty says:  

هذَينَ ٱق لۡ يَ عَبَادَيَ   ۞﴿ حۡمةََ    ل واْ مَن ره سَهَمۡ لاَ تَقۡنَط  نف 
َ
سۡرَف واْ علَىََٰٓ أ

َ
َ  ٱأ َ ٱإنَه    لِلّه ن وبَ ٱيَغۡفرَ     لِلّه   ۥجَمَيعًا  إنَهه    لذُّ

وَ  ور  ٱه   [ 53]الزمر:  ﴾٥٣لرهحَيم  ٱ لۡغَف 

{Say: “O My servants who have transgressed against themselves, do not 
despair of the mercy of Allah. Indeed, Allah forgives all sins. Indeed, He is the All-
Forgiving, the Most Merciful.”} [Surat az-Zumar: 53] 

He also says:  

 [ 156]الأعراف:  ﴾...وَرَحۡمتَىَ وَسَعَتۡ ك له شَىۡءٖ  ...﴿

{...And My mercy encompasses all things...} [Surat al-A‘rāf: 156] 

Our Lord, Exalted be He, shows affection to His servants through His great 

favors and blessings, both apparent and hidden. He brought them into existence, 

gave them life, sustains their existence, reforms their affairs, and guides them to 

faith and Islam, which is the greatest of all blessings. 

He is the Most Affectionate One. He loves them and they love Him. And He 

rewards them for their love for Him. 

Indeed, this is utmost benevolence from Allah, the Bestower of favors. 
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Pure benevolence: 

When the meaning of Allah’s name “Al-Wadūd” is revealed to a person, his 

heart becomes attached to his Lord and he feels love and longing for Him and 

finds incomparable pleasure in his life. 

Indeed, that is the greatest thing by which His servants worship Him and seek 

closeness to Him - love;  

مۡ وَي حَبُّونهَ   ...﴿ حَبُّه   [ 54]المائدة:  ﴾...  ۥٓي 

{...He loves them, and they love Him...} [Surat al-Mā’idah: 54] 

A person’s faith in Allah is as pure as his knowledge of His names and 

attributes. 

The believer knows that this condition can only exist through the power and 

will of Allah Almighty. If Allah, the Most Affectionate, loves a servant, He puts 

love in his heart; and when the servant loves Him, through guidance from Allah, 

He still rewards him with additional love, and that is utter benevolence from the 

Almighty Lord, as it all comes from Him. 

Indeed, if a person loves his Lord truly, his love will yield sincere servitude to 

Him alone and will entail that he should love anyone and anything loved by Allah 

and hate anyone and anything that He hates. This is the essence of allegiance 

and dissociation.  

﴿ َ ا ي ؤۡمَن ونَ ب ا تَجَد  قَوۡمّٗ
ه َ ٱل َ ٱي وَادُّٓونَ مَنۡ حَادٓه    لۡأٓخَرَ ٱ  ليَۡوۡمَ ٱوَ   لِلّه ولهَ    لِلّه مۡ    ۥوَرَس  بۡنَاءَٓه 

َ
وۡ أ
َ
مۡ أ وَلوَۡ كَان وٓاْ ءَاباَءَٓه 

ق ل وبهََم    فيَ  كَتَبَ  وْلََٰٓئكََ 
 
أ مۡ   عَشَيرَتَه  وۡ 

َ
أ مۡ  إخَۡوَ نَه  وۡ 

َ
يه   لإَۡيمَ نَ ٱأ

َ
م وَأ تَجرَۡي   دَه  جَنه تٖ  مۡ  ه 

وَي دۡخَل   ۖ َنۡه  م  وحٖ  برَ 
تَحۡتهََا   نهَۡ ر  ٱمَن 

َ
رَضَىَ    لأۡ فيَهَا   حَزۡب     لِلّه  ٱخَ لدََينَ  وْلََٰٓئكََ 

 
أ عَنۡه    واْ  وَرَض  مۡ  َ  ٱعَنۡه  حَزۡبَ    لِلّه إنَه  لآَ 

َ
َ ٱأ م    لِلّه ه 

ونَ ٱ فۡلحَ   [ 22]المجادلة:   ﴾٢٢لمۡ 
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{You will not find any people who believe in Allah and the Last Day taking as 
allies those who oppose Allah and His Messenger, even if they were their 
parents, their children, their brothers, or their kindred. It is they in whose hearts 
Allah has instilled faith and strengthened them with a spirit from Him. He will 
admit them to gardens under which rivers flow, abiding therein forever. Allah is 
pleased with them and they are pleased with Allah. They are the party of Allah. 
Indeed, it is the party of Allah that will be the successful.} [Surat al-Mujādilah: 
22] 

Only for the lovers of Allah! 

A true believer shows love for Allah by such words and deeds that win His love, 

the greatest of which is obeying Allah Almighty and His Messenger (may Allah’s 

peace and blessings be upon him). Our Lord says:  

حَبُّونَ ﴿ نت مۡ ت  َ ٱ ق لۡ إنَ ك  م   تهبعَ ونيَ ٱفَ  لِلّه حۡببَۡك   [ 31]آل عمران:  ﴾... لِلّه  ٱي 

{Say [O Muhammad]: “If you really love Allah, then follow me, and Allah will 
love you...”} [Surat Ᾱl ‘Imrān: 31] 

A person continues to adhere to such things that are dear to his Lord and 

hasten to do whatever is pleasing to Him until he wins His love and closeness. “If 

Allah Almighty loves a servant, He calls upon Jibrīl (Gabriel) and says: ‘Verily, 

Allah loves so-and-so; so love him.’ So, Gabriel loves him and calls upon the 

inhabitants of the heavens: ‘Verily, Allah loves so-and-so; so love him.’ The 

inhabitants of the heavens thus love him, and then he is granted acceptance on 

the earth.” [Narrated by Al-Bukhāri] Allah Almighty says:  

هذَينَ ٱإنَه ﴿ م   لصه لحََ تَ ٱءَامَن واْ وعََمَل واْ  ل ا لرهحۡمَ ن  ٱسَيَجۡعَل  لهَ   [ 96]مريم:  ﴾٩٦و د ّٗ

{Those who believe and do righteous deeds, the Most Compassionate will 
endear them [to His creation].} [Surat Maryam: 96] 

When Allah Almighty loves a servant, He becomes “his hearing with which he 

hears, his seeing with which he sees, his hand with which he seizes, and his leg 

with which he walks.” [Narrated by Al-Bukhāri] Ibn al-Qayyim (may Allah have 

mercy upon him) said: “There are ten means by which a person can win Allah’s 

love: 
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1. Reciting the Qur’an and understanding and pondering its meanings and 

objectives. 

2. Seeking closeness to Allah through supererogatory acts of worship after 

performing the obligatory ones. 

3. Remembering Allah at all times and in all situations, by the tongue and 

heart, and through the deeds and in all circumstances. 

4. Preferring the things He loves over the things one loves when one’s personal 

inclinations become so intense. 

5. Considering, observing, and knowing His names and attributes. 

6. Observing His kindness, benevolence, and blessings, the apparent and 

hidden. 

7. Having his heart in complete submission to the Almighty Lord. 

8. Being in seclusion with Him when He descends to the heaven of this world 

and engaging in private talk with Him. 

9. Sitting with those who love Him and are sincere to Him and picking up the 

good fruits from their speech. 

10. Keeping away from any reason that may stand as a barrier between one’s 

heart and the Almighty Lord.” 

The proof of affection: 

Not all those who love are gratified by their loved ones, nor all those who are 

called respond. 

When the lovers hear the call of their beloved Lord: “Come to prayer; come to 

success”, they get out of their beds, push sleep away, and rise up to their feet, 

be it in the extreme cold or the severe heat. It is as if they are walking on silk. 

And when they hear: “Come to struggle”, they rush to sacrifice their lives and 

shed their blood in the cause of their Lord. 

When  

م  ..﴿ ا رَزَقۡنَ ك  واْ مَمه نفقَ 
َ
 [ 254]البقرة:  ﴾..أ
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{...spend from what We have provided for you...} [Surat al-Baqarah: 254] 

is recited to them, they vie with one another in giving from their most precious 

and dearest possessions. They give like those who do not fear poverty. And 

when they hear  

َ علَىَ  ...﴿ اسَ ٱوَلَِلّه  [ 97]آل عمران:  ﴾... لبَۡيۡتَ ٱحَجُّ  لنه

{...and due to Allah upon the people is pilgrimage to the House...} [Surat Āl 
‘Imrān: 97] 

they come from all places and directions and cross long distances and rough 

terrain, weary and thirsty, saying: “Here we are, our Lord, at Your service. There 

is no partner with You.” 

Their condition is that of true lovers. A poet says it rightly: 

“He whose heart is empty of intense love cannot know how love grips the 

heart so powerfully.” 

Jalāl al-Dīn al-Rūmi said: “Love turns bitterness into sweetness, dust into gold, 

trouble into ease, pain into recovery, prison into a spacious garden, ailment into 

a blessing, and oppression into mercy. It relents and softens what is hard and 

stiff, and it resurrects the dead and instills life into them.” 

My Lord, I hope to make You pleased and I do not care if all people become 

displeased with me. 

If I obtain Your affection and love, I do not mind if my relation sours with 

everyone else. All that is now above dust will one day turn into dust. 

Ibn al-Qayyim (may Allah have mercy upon him) said about love: “It is the 

secret in our deification of Allah, and its monotheism is: There is no god except 

Allah.” While the Prophet (may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) was 

delivering a speech to the people, a Bedouin stood up and said: “When will the 

Hour be, O Messenger of Allah?” He said: “What have you prepared for 

it?” He replied: “I have not prepared for it much prayer, fasting, or charity. 

But I love Allah and His Messenger.” The Prophet (may Allah’s peace and 

blessings be upon him) said to him: “You will be with those you love.” 

[Narrated by Al-Bukhāri and Muslim] 
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I love the righteous, though I do not claim to be one of them, hoping to attain 

intercession because of them. 

And I hate those who frequently sin, even if they and I are alike in this regard. 

A sign.. 

Harim ibn Hayyān said: “No one turns to Allah Almighty with his heart except 

that Allah turns to him with the hearts of the believers until He grants him their 

love.” The believer is affectionate and friendly; he loves and is loved, and he is 

easy to get along with. The Prophet (may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon 

him) said: “The believer gets along with others, and they get along with 

him.” [Narrated by Al-Tabarāni in Al-Mu‘jam al-Awsat] [Hasan (sound)] This is 

because he wishes good for his fellow Muslims and does not hurt or harm them 

in any way. It is authentically reported that the Prophet (may Allah’s peace and 

blessings be upon him) used to supplicate saying: “Allāhumma wa as’aluka 

hubbaka wa hubba man yuhibbuka wa hubba ‘amalin yuqarribuni ila 

hubbika (O Allah, I ask You Your love, the love of those who love You, and 

the love of an act that brings me closer to Your love).” [Narrated by Al-

Tirmidhi; Sahīh (authentic)] 

O Allah, our Most Affectionate Lord, we ask You for Your love, the love of 

those who love You, and the love of an act that brings us closer to Your love. 

-- 

56 

Al-Barr (The Beneficent) 

O you needy servant, keep standing at the door of your Generous Lord, derive 

power and honor from the All-Mighty and All-Knowing Master, and implore Him 

by virtue of your obedience to Him; indeed, He is the Beneficent, the Most 

Merciful. 

He will bestow His favors upon you. If you obey Him, He honors you, and if you 

neglect your duties, He shows mercy to you and gives you respite. If you turn to 
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Him in repentance, He appreciates that, and if you commit sins and act wrongly, 

He conceals them for you. 

Then, how could a person who tasted the sweetness of servitude to Him and 

love for Him ever be patient to get close to Him?! Or how could a person who 

found the pleasure of humble submission to Him not be wholly devoted to Him?! 

If men’s love for women is so intense 

that it captivates the heart and mind, 

then what could the love for the Almighty Lord 

do to a lover whose heart is filled with longing?! 

How truthful is the one who said: “By Allah, how desolate a path is if Allah 

does not secure one, and how misguiding a path is if Allah is not the one guiding 

him!” 

Glory be to Allah, the Beneficent, the Most Merciful! His benevolence, 

beneficence, and blessings of every type, apparent and hidden, encompass all 

the inhabitants of the heavens and the earth, at every moment. 

Allah Almighty says:  

مۡ نعََمَه  ..﴿ سۡبَغَ عَلَيۡك 
َ
ِۗ   ۥوَأ  [ 20]لقمان:  ﴾...ظَ هَرَةّٗ وَباَطَنَةّٗ

{...and amply bestowed upon you His favors, [both] apparent and hidden...} 
[Surat Luqmān: 20] 

Praising His sublime essence, Allah Almighty says:  

وَ   ۥإنَهه   ..﴿  [ 28]الطور:  ﴾٢٨لرهحَيم  ٱ لۡبَرُّ ٱه 

{...Indeed, it is He Who is the Beneficent, the Most Merciful.} [Surat at-Tūr: 28] 

Our Lord, Exalted be He, is Compassionate, Merciful, and Kind to His servants, 

and He sets aright their worldly and religious conditions and affairs. 

Out of His perfect beneficence, He multiplies the reward for those who do 

good and pardons and forgives evildoers. 

Our Lord, Who is Beneficent and Kind to His servants, intends ease for them, 

not hardship. 
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And He is Beneficent to His close servants as He has chosen them for His 

worship and singled them out for His protection and removal of all kinds of evils, 

harms, and adversities. 

His vast beneficence manifests in what He has prepared for His pious servants 

in the Hereafter:  

وه ۖ إنَهه  ﴿ نها مَن قَبۡل  ندَۡع  وَ   ۥإنَها ك   [ 28]الطور:  ﴾٢٨لرهحَيم  ٱ لۡبَرُّ ٱه 

{Indeed, we used to supplicate Him before. Indeed, it is He Who is the 
Beneficent, the Most Merciful.} [Surat at-Tūr: 28] 

His beneficence is represented by the great blessings He bestows 

upon His servants and the kindness He shows to them. 

Beneficence is both an attribute in Him 

and is shown in His actions. 

He is a Beneficent God, 

and He constantly does acts of beneficence to His servants. 

Allah Almighty is Kind, Compassionate, and Beneficent to His servants and He 

bestows ample favors and bounties upon them and appreciates their good deeds 

and answers their supplications.  

مۡ نعََمَه   ....﴿ سۡبَغَ عَلَيۡك 
َ
ِۗ   ۥوَأ  [ 20]لقمان:  ﴾..ظَ هَرَةّٗ وَبَاطَنَةّٗ

{...and amply bestowed upon you His favors, [both] apparent and hidden...} 
[Surat Luqmān: 20] 

They are all appointed to serve you.. 

The angels who carry the Throne invoke Allah’s forgiveness upon you. 

And the angels appointed to protect you and those charged with rain and 

plants do all work for your benefit and sustenance. 

Planets are subject and subservient, running in their orbits, and the sun, the 

moon, and the stars are all subject to serve us and they move in a way that 

enables us to calculate our times. 
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Moreover, the entire lower world is subject to us. The land, the mountains, the 

seas, the trees, the fruits, the plants, and the animals - everything therein is for 

us.  

فيَ  ﴿ ا  مه م  لكَ  رَ  مَ وَ تَ ٱ وَسَخه فيَ    لسه رۡضَ ٱوَمَا 
َ
ونَ    لأۡ ر  يَتَفَكه ل قََوۡمٖ  لَأٓيَ تٖ  ذَ لكََ  فيَ  إنَه  َنۡه    م  ا   ﴾١٣جَمَيعّٗ

 [ 13]الجاثية: 
{And He has subjected to you all that is in the heavens and all that is on earth - 

all from Him. Indeed in that are signs for a people who reflect.} [Surat al-
Jāthiyah: 13] 

The kindness of the Beneficent Lord.. 

Out of His beneficence, Allah Almighty facilitated for us the path to Him. He 

sent down His Shariah and made it easy and free from undue restrictions or 

hardships. He does not charge us with things beyond our capacity.  

مۡ فيَ  ....﴿ َينَ ٱوَمَا جَعَلَ عَلَيۡك   [ 78]الحج:  ﴾...مَنۡ حَرَجٖ    لد 

{...And He has not placed upon you in the religion any hardship...} [Surat al-
Hajj: 78] 

ها و سۡعَهَا   لِلّه  ٱلاَ ي كَل فَ  ﴿  [ 286]البقرة:  ﴾...نَفۡسًا إلَ

{Allah does not charge a soul except with that within its capacity...} [Surat al-
Baqarah: 286] 

رۡناَ ﴿ رۡءَانَ ٱوَلقََدۡ يسَه كرَٖ  لقۡ  ده َكۡرَ فَهَلۡ مَن مُّ
 [ 17]القمر:  ﴾١٧للَذ 

{And We have certainly made the Qur’an easy for remembrance; is there 
anyone to take heed?} [Surat al-Qamar: 17] 

Out of His beneficence, Allah Almighty accepts from us what is little and gives 

ample rewards for it, and He forgives a lot of sins. Sufficient for us is this Hadīth 

in which the Prophet (may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) said: 

“Indeed, Allah wrote down the good deeds and the bad ones and then 

made this clear: 
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He who intends a good deed and does not do it, Allah writes it down as 

a full good deed, but if he intends it and does it, Allah writes it down as 

ten good deeds, or up to seven hundred times or many times over. 

And if he intends a sin and does not do it, Allah writes it down as a full 

good deed, and if he intends it and does it, Allah writes it down as one 

sin.” [Narrated by Al-Bukhāri and Muslim] A sign of Allah’s beneficence to His 

servants is that He becomes pleased when a servant repents to Him, and when 

we sin, He does not expose us. Rather, He keeps the doors of repentance wide 

open for us.  

هذَينَ ٱق لۡ يَ عَبَادَيَ   ۞﴿ حۡمةََ    ل واْ مَن ره سَهَمۡ لاَ تَقۡنَط  نف 
َ
سۡرَف واْ علَىََٰٓ أ

َ
َ  ٱأ َ ٱإنَه    لِلّه ن وبَ ٱيَغۡفرَ     لِلّه   ۥجَمَيعًا  إنَهه    لذُّ

وَ  ور  ٱه   [ 53]الزمر:  ﴾٥٣لرهحَيم  ٱ لۡغَف 

{Say: “O My servants who have transgressed against themselves, do not 
despair of the mercy of Allah. Indeed, Allah forgives all sins. Indeed, He is the All-
Forgiving, the Most Merciful.”} [Surat az-Zumar: 53] 

The Prophet (may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) is authentically 

reported to have said: “Allah Almighty said: ‘O son of Adam, if you 

supplicate Me and implore Me, I will forgive the sins you committed, and I 

do not mind. 

O son of Adam, if your sins reach the clouds in the sky and then you ask 

Me for forgiveness, I will forgive you, and I do not mind. 

O son of Adam, if you come to Me with sins as great as the earth and 

then you meet Me while not associating any partners with Me, I shall 

bring you forgiveness as great as it is.’” [Narrated by Al-Tirmidhi; Sahīh 

(authentic)] 

All praise is to due to You, our Lord, though I cannot extend enough praise to 

You. 

Due to You is praise that is good and so great that it fills the horizons. My Lord, 

cover me with Your mercy, You are Beneficent to all creation. 
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Your share in this name.. 

Our Lord is Beneficent and He loves beneficence and commands His servants 

to be beneficent. 

In a comprehensive verse, Allah Almighty says:  

مۡ قبََلَ    لۡبرَه ٱلهيۡسَ   ۞﴿ وهَك  و ج  ُّواْ  ن ت وَل
َ
َ   لۡبرَه ٱوَلَ كَنه    لمَۡغۡربََ ٱوَ   لمَۡشۡرَقَ ٱأ َ ٱمَنۡ ءَامَنَ ب  لۡأٓخَرَ ٱ  ليَۡوۡمَ ٱوَ   لِلّه

بيَ ـَنَۧ ٱوَ   لكَۡتَ بَ ٱوَ   لمَۡلََٰٓئكََةَٱوَ  ب هََ   لمَۡالَ ٱوَءَاتيَ    لنه ح  رۡبيَ  ٱذَويَ    ۦعلَىَ   بيَلَ ٱ  بۡنَ ٱوَ   لمَۡسَ كَينَ ٱوَ   ليَۡتَ مَى  ٱوَ   لقۡ   لسه
ائٓلَيَنَ ٱوَ  َقَابَ ٱوَفيَ    لسه قَامَ    لر 

َ
ةَ ٱوَأ لَو  ةَ ٱوَءَاتيَ    لصه كَو  وف ونَ ٱوَ   لزه وَ   لمۡ   ْۖ وا عَ هَد  إذََا  سَاءَٓ ٱفيَ    لصه برََينَ ٱبعََهۡدَهمَۡ 

ۡ
 لبَۡأ

اءَٓ ٱوَ  ره سَ  ٱوحََينَ  لضه
ۡ
وْلََٰٓئكََ  لبَۡأ

 
هذَينَ ٱأ ْۖ صَدَ  ل م   ق وا وْلََٰٓئكََ ه 

 
ونَ ٱوَأ تهق   [ 177]البقرة:  ﴾١٧٧لمۡ 

{It is not righteousness to turn your faces towards the east or the west, but 
righteousness is to believe in Allah, the Last Day, the angels, the Scriptures, and 
the prophets; and to give charity out of one’s cherished wealth to relatives, 
orphans, the needy, the wayfarer, beggars, and to free slaves; to establish prayer 
and give Zakah; to fulfill the ratified pledges; to be patient at times of hardship, 
adversity, and during the battle. Such are the true believers, and such are the 
righteous.} [Surat al-Baqarah: 177] 

A person cannot attain the beneficence of Allah Almighty in the Hereafter 

except if he follows the path leading to His beneficence and pleasure. Allah 

Almighty says: 

واْ مَن شَىۡءٖ فَإنَه  لۡبرَه ٱلنَ تَنَال واْ  ﴿ حَبُّونَ  وَمَا ت نفقَ  ا ت  واْ مَمه َ ٱ حَتهى  ت نفقَ   [ 92]آل عمران:  ﴾٩٢عَليَمٞ  ۦبهََ  لِلّه

{You will never attain righteousness until you spend in charity from what you 
love. Whatever you spend, Allah is All-Knowing of it.} [Surat Ᾱl ‘Imrān: 92] 

Al-Rāzi (may Allah have mercy upon him) said: “Whoever facilitates for people 

the means of welfare and comfort in this world, Allah will facilitate for him the 

means of welfare in this world and in the Hereafter.” 

O Allah, bestow Your favor upon us and save us from the punishment of 

Hellfire; indeed, You are the Beneficent, the Most Merciful! 

57 
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Al-Qarīb (The Near) 

Allah Almighty says:  

جَيب  دَعۡوَةَ  ﴿
 
ۖ أ لكََ عَبَادَي عَن ىَ فَإنَ يَ قرَيَب 

َ
اعَ ٱوَإِذَا سَأ مۡ   لده إذََا دَعاَنَ  فَلۡيسَۡتَجَيب واْ ليَ وَليۡ ؤۡمَن واْ بيَ لعََلهه 
ونَ  د   [ 186]البقرة:  ﴾١٨٦يرَۡش 

{When My slaves ask you concerning Me, I am indeed near. I respond to the 
call of the supplicant when he calls upon Me; so they should respond to Me and 
believe in Me, so that they may be guided.} [Surat al-Baqarah: 186] 

This is a question that Allah Almighty Himself answers in a verse that pours 

feelings of joy, intimacy, contentment, tranquility, reassurance, and certitude in 

the heart of every believer. 

In the atmosphere of this intimacy, affection, and closeness, let us get 

acquainted with Allah’s name “Al-Qarīb”. 

Allah Almighty says:  

 [ 50]سبأ:  ﴾٥٠سَمَيعٞ قرَيَبٞ   ۥإنَهه  ...﴿

{...He is indeed All-Hearing, Near.} [Surat Saba’: 50] 

This is a name that abounds with amiability and many remarkable meanings 

and indications. 

As a word, this name already says enough about its meaning, just as a clear 

glass shows the water therein. 

Our Lord, Exalted be He, Who is Near His servants and is established over His 

Throne, which is above His creation. He is All-Knowing of all secrets and 

innermost thoughts and feelings. His companionship encompasses all. 

His nearness to His creation is of two types: 

First: General nearness: He is Near everyone as He knows, watches over, 

observes, and encompasses all things. He is above all creatures and is closer to 

humans than their jugular veins. 
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This is general nearness.  

قرَۡب  إلَيَۡهَ مَنۡ حَبۡلَ  ...﴿
َ
 [ 16]ق:  ﴾١٦لوَۡريَدَ ٱوَنَحۡن  أ

{...And We are closer to him than [his] jugular vein.} [Surat Qāf: 16] 

Second: Special nearness: He is Near those who worship Him, implore Him, and 

love Him. This kind of nearness entails that He loves and supports them in their 

movements and actions, answers their supplications, accepts and rewards those 

who worship Him. 

We cannot realize this nearness in concrete terms, yet we see its effects, as 

they manifest in the form of kindness, care, help, success, and guidance from our 

Lord.  

جَيب  دَعۡوَةَ ﴿
 
ۖ أ لكََ عَبَادَي عَن ىَ فَإنَ يَ قرَيَب 

َ
اعَ ٱوَإِذَا سَأ  [ 186]البقرة:   ﴾... لده

{When My slaves ask you concerning Me, I am indeed near. I respond to the 
call of the supplicant when he calls upon Me...} [Surat al-Baqarah: 186] 

Indeed, He is Near and particularly Near His devoted servants who supplicate 

Him. 

The Prophet (may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) is authentically 

reported to have said: “The One you supplicate is nearer to you than the 

neck of the riding camel of one of you.” [Narrated by Muslim] 

He hears the creeping of a black ant on a hard rock in a dark night. 

In Allah’s protection.. 

Allah Almighty is Near His pious servants. He encompasses them with His care 

and protection. He sends His mercy down to them and does not leave them to 

their own devices even for the blink of an eye. Also, He does not make their 

enemies dominant over them, nor does He give the devil a way against them. 

They paid the price of special nearness and in return they got nearness, 

support, help, and protection.  
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قَمۡت م     لِلّه  ٱ...﴿
َ
مۡۖ لئَنَۡ أ ةَ ٱإنَ يَ مَعَك  لَو  ةَ ٱوَءَاتيَۡت م     لصه كَو  قرَۡضۡت م     لزه

َ
مۡ وَأ وه  رۡت م  لىَ وعََزه َ ٱوَءَامَنت م برَ س    قرَۡضًا  لِلّه

ا   [ 12]المائدة:  ﴾...حَسَنّٗ

{...Allah said: “I am with you. If you establish prayer, give Zakah, believe in My 
messengers and support them, and give Allah a goodly loan...} [Surat al-Mā’idah: 
12] 

They felt secure with their Lord and trusted Him, and so He was with them at 

all times. 

Consider Nūh (Noah) (peace be upon him), after 950 years of calling people to 

Allah, facing adversities, and suffering, he supplicated his Lord, Who responded 

and saved him and destroyed his foes. 

Another example is Abraham (peace be upon him), he sought refuge in his 

Lord and so He saved him from the fire. 

And He saved Yūnus (Jonah) (peace be upon him) from severe distress, 

brought Yūsuf (Joseph) (peace be upon him) back to his father Ya‘qūb (Jacob) 

(peace be upon him) and reunited them and amended the relation between him 

and his siblings. Moreover, he restored to Jacob his sight. 

And our Prophet (may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him)! He has gone 

through tough situations that would make people gray-haired due to great 

horrors and cause their hearts to jump into their mouths, to the extent that 

some of his Companions began to have doubts regarding Allah Almighty. At that 

point, the Prophet (may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) supplicated his 

Lord, Exalted be He, Who fulfilled the promise, achieved the objective, and 

elevated the word of the truth. 

Allah Almighty is Near all His believing servants. He sees and protects them. 

A woman came to the Prophet (may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) 

arguing about her husband. ‘Ā’ishah (may Allah be pleased with her), who was in 

another area of the house, said that she could hear some words but not others. 

After this argument, Gabriel (peace be upon him) descended to Muhammad 

(may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) with this verse:  
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سَمَعَ  ﴿ إلَيَ    لهتىَٱقَوۡلَ    لِلّه  ٱقَدۡ  وَتشَۡتَكيَٓ  زَوجَۡهَا  فيَ  َ ٱت جَ دَل كَ  إنَه    لِلّه  ٱوَ   لِلّه مَآ   رَك  تَحَاو  َ ٱيسَۡمَع   سَمَيع      لِلّه
 [ 1]المجادلة:  ﴾١بصََير  

{Indeed, Allah has heard the words of the woman who was arguing with you [O 
Prophet] concerning her husband, and was complaining to Allah. Allah has heard 
the discussion between the two of you, for Allah is All-Hearing, All-Seeing.} 
[Surat al-Mujādilah: 1] 

Glory be to Allah Whose hearing encompasses all voices and sounds! 

He is Near: 

Do not raise your voice as you supplicate Him, for He is Near, hearing you. 

The Prophet (may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) heard the 

Companions supplicating Allah Almighty loudly. He said to them: “O people, do 

not trouble yourselves too much. He Whom you are invoking is not deaf 

or absent. But you are invoking an All-Hearing and All-Seeing (Lord).” 
[Narrated by Al-Bukhāri and Muslim] Allah knows our innermost thoughts and 

what lies within our hearts and souls. We supplicate Him within our hearts, and 

He answers our supplications. He is Near.  

ا   ۥإذَۡ ناَدَى  رَبهه  ﴿  [ 3]مريم:  ﴾٣ندََاءًٓ خَفَي ّٗ

{When he called upon his Lord in private.} [Surat Maryam: 3] 

We remember Him within ourselves, and He hears us and mentions us. Indeed, 

He is the Near Lord. 

In a Qudsi Hadīth, He said: “If he remembers Me within himself, I remember 

him within Myself, and if he remembers Me within a group, I mention him within 

a better group.” [Narrated by Al-Bukhāri and Muslim] 

Every person does necessarily receive blessings from Allah Almighty, the Near 

Lord. He removes our distress, saves us from harms and dangers, and helps us 

obtain what we love and achieve our goals. 
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The door of our Near Lord is always open, and He continues to give generously. 

How often He fulfills our needs, accepts our supplications, and sends down His 

blessings and mercy! 

The reward of standing in need and in humble submission before 

our Lord.. 

As you know that Allah is Near you, and He watches over your secrets and 

innermost thoughts, hears your supplication, sees your condition and place, and 

knows what is in your heart, then be a doer of good.  

َ ٱإنَه رَحۡمتََ  ....﴿ َنَ  لِلّه حۡسَنيَنَ ٱقرَيَبٞ م   [ 56]الأعراف:  ﴾٥٦لمۡ 

{...Indeed, the mercy of Allah is near to the doers of good.} [Surat al-A‘rāf: 56] 

Draw near to your Lord, for when you get closer to Him by a handspan, He gets 

closer to you by an arm’s length. In a Qudsi Hadīth, He said: “If a servant draws 

closer to Me by a handspan, I shall draw closer to him by a cubit; and if he draws 

closer to Me by a cubit, I shall draw closer to him by the span of two 

outstretched arms. If he comes to Me walking, I shall come to him running.” 

[Narrated by Al-Bukhāri and Muslim, and this is his wording] We can draw closer 

to our Lord by performing the obligations first and then by offering the 

supererogatory acts. “My servant does not draw close to Me through anything 

dearer to Me than what I have made obligatory upon him; and My servant 

continues to draw close to Me through supererogatory acts until I love him.” 

[Narrated by Al-Bukhāri] The more perfect one’s servitude to Allah is, the closer 

he is to his Lord. As he shows more humble submission to the Creator and stands 

in humiliation before Him, he gets closer and closer to Him and becomes more 

elevated in His sight. The Prophet (may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) 

is authentically reported to have said: “The nearest a servant is to his Lord is 

when he is prostrating, so increase (your) supplications (while in this 

state).” [Narrated by Muslim] 

Prostration shows the highest level of extolling Allah and servitude and 

submission to Him, and it contains the clearest signs of love, humility, and need. 
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The more frequent and perfect your prostration to your Lord is, the more 

elevated you will be in His sight. The Prophet (may Allah’s peace and blessings be 

upon him) said: “Make frequent prostration to Allah, for by every 

prostration that you make to Allah, He will raise your position a degree 

and will remit one of your sins.” [Narrated by Muslim] Thus, you will obtain 

the everlasting bliss:  

وْلََٰٓئكََ ﴿
 
ب ونَ ٱأ قَره  [ 11]الواقعة:   ﴾١١ لمۡ 

{Those are the ones brought near [to Allah].} [Surat al-Wāqi‘ah: 11] 

ا يشَۡرَب  بهََا ﴿ ب ونَ ٱ عَيۡنّٗ قَره  [ 28]المطففين:  ﴾٢٨لمۡ 

{A spring from which those near [to Allah] will drink.} [Surat al-Mutaffifīn: 28] 

How blissful you are as you turn to your Lord and draw near to Him! 

Even if the heaven seems to be far away, the One above the heaven is Near. 

So, raise your hands and supplicate to Him; indeed, all pains will go away with 

your supplication. 

O Lord, as long as You are Near, then we do not care if the heaven is far away. 

O Allah, You said as Your speech is all true:  

جَيب  دَعۡوَةَ  ﴿
 
ۖ أ لكََ عَبَادَي عَن ىَ فَإنَ يَ قرَيَب 

َ
اعَ ٱوَإِذَا سَأ مۡ   لده إذََا دَعاَنَ  فَلۡيسَۡتَجَيب واْ ليَ وَليۡ ؤۡمَن واْ بيَ لعََلهه 
ونَ  د   [ 186]البقرة:  ﴾١٨٦يرَۡش 

{When My slaves ask you concerning Me, I am indeed near. I respond to the 
call of the supplicant when he calls upon Me; so they should respond to Me and 
believe in Me, so that they may be guided.} [Surat al-Baqarah: 186] 

O Allah, the Near, the Responsive, answer our supplications, strengthen us, 

remove our distress, give us a good outcome in all our affairs, save us from 

disgrace in this world and punishment in the Hereafter, and forgive us, our 

parents, and all Muslims; indeed, You are Hearer of the supplication! 

58 
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Al-Mujīb (The All-Responsive) 

It gives us great hope to know that Allah Almighty hears our supplications and 

answers them. This indeed enlivens us 

and puts our pains to rest. 

‘Atā’ said: “Tāwūs (may Allah have mercy upon him) came to me and said: ‘O 

‘Atā’, do not ever present your needs to those who close their doors in your face. 

Instead, you should seek their fulfillment from the One Whose door is open to 

you till the Day of Judgment. He asks you to supplicate Him and promises that He 

will answer your supplications.’”  

مۡ ٱوَ ...﴿ وه  ٱفيَهَا فَ  سۡتَعۡمَرَك  جَيبٞ  سۡتَغۡفرَ   [ 61]هود:  ﴾٦١ث مه ت وب وٓاْ إلَيَۡهَ  إنَه رَب يَ قرَيَبٞ مُّ

{...So seek His forgiveness then turn to Him in repentance, for My Lord is Ever 
Near, All-Responsive.} [Surat Hūd: 61] 

Our Lord, Exalted be He, is the All-Responsive. He answers the supplications of 

His servants and grants their requests, and He helps the distressed and gives the 

fearful security. He even responds to those who disbelieve in Him and have 

never recognized Him! He responds to their calls and removes harm from them 

out of His bounty and that perhaps they may believe. Most people, however, 

forget the favors done to them and show ingratitude. Allah Almighty says:  

فيَ  ﴿ رَكبَ واْ  لۡكَ ٱفَإذََا  َ ٱدَعَو اْ    لفۡ  لهَ     لِلّه خۡلصََينَ  َينَ ٱم  إلَيَ    لد  مۡ  نَجهى ه  ا  ونَ    لۡبَر َ ٱفَلَمه ي شۡرَك  مۡ  ه    ﴾ ٦٥إذََا 
 [ 65]العنكبوت: 

{When they board a ship, they supplicate Allah, devoting their faith sincerely to 
Him. But as soon as He rescues them to the land, they associate partners with 
Him.} [Surat al-‘Ankabūt: 65] 

At the doorstep.. 

When people find all doors closed and things become really hard and 

distressful, and they find no refuge among other created beings, they innately 

turn to the Almighty Creator and seek His refuge and protection. They stand 

humble at His door:  
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م  ...﴿ ك  رُّ ٱث مه إذََا مَسه ونَ  لضُّ  [ 53]النحل:  ﴾٥٣فَإلَيَۡهَ تَجۡـ َر 

{...Then when you are afflicted with hardship, to Him alone you cry out for 
help.} [Surat an-Nahl: 53] 

Out of His generosity, bounty, and benevolence, Allah Almighty loves to be 

asked at times of ease and at times of hardship. If a person knows his Lord at the 

time of ease, He will know him when he goes through a hardship. The Prophet 

(may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) is authentically reported to have 

said: “Whoever likes Allah to respond to him during hardships and 

distress, should supplicate Him a lot during the times of ease.” [Narrated 

by Al-Tirmidhi; Hasan (sound)] Imam Ahmad ibn Hanbal was asked: “How much 

is the distance between us and the Throne of the Most Compassionate?” He 

replied: “A sincere supplication from a sincere heart.” 

A Reminder.. 

The believer should avoid such causes that prevent his supplication from being 

answered. These include the following: 

1. Lack of sincerity. 

2. Lack of persistence and insistence in the supplication. 

3. Not invoking Allah’s peace and blessings upon the Prophet. 

4. Expecting a quick answer. 

5. Consuming unlawful food or drink or wearing unlawful clothing. 

6. Abandoning the duty of enjoining what is good and forbidding what is evil. 

The Sunnah specifies certain times at which supplications are most likely to be 

accepted. These times include the following: 

1. Between the Adhān and the Iqāmah (second call to prayer). 

2. In the last part of the night. 

3. During prostration. 

4. The hour during Friday. 

5. During travel. 
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6. Supplication of an oppressed person. 

7. Supplication of a parent against his child. 

There is much room in this regard, yet when you raise your hands in 

supplication, remember that this is a favor from the Almighty Lord upon you; He 

wants to give you. So, think well of Him and be firm in your request. Allah 

Almighty says:  

م  ﴿ ونيَٓ ٱوَقَالَ رَبُّك  مۡ   دۡع  سۡتَجَبۡ لكَ 
َ
 [ 60]غافر:  ﴾...أ

{Your Lord says, “Call upon Me; I will respond to you...} [Surat Ghāfir: 60] 

‘Ali ibn Abi Tālib (may Allah be pleased with him) said: “Lift the multitudes of 

afflictions by supplication.” Anas ibn Mālik (may Allah be pleased with him) said: 

“Do not fail to supplicate, for indeed none is ruined while he supplicates.” Ibn 

Hajar (may Allah have mercy upon him) said: “Every supplication gets answered. 

Yet the answers do vary. Sometimes the answer comes in the form of what one 

has asked for, and at other times in the form of something else in its place.” 

In You I seek refuge, and in whom else can I seek refuge other than You?! I am 

weak, my Lord; so strengthen me against my sins, which cannot be forgiven by 

anyone but You. 

I supplicate You to forgive my sins, help me, and guide me. Indeed, no one 

resorts to You and ends up in disappointment. 

Ibn al-Qayyim (may Allah have mercy upon him) said: “It is inappropriate for a 

servant to ask from other servants while he finds all what he wants with his 

Almighty Lord.” 

O Allah, the All-Responsive, answer our supplications, strengthen us, and save 

us and our parents from Hellfire. 

59 



  

 

263 

Al-Majīd (The Most Glorious) 

Our Lord likes to be praised.. 

The Prophet (may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) is authentically 

reported to have said: “No one likes praise more than Allah does, and for 

this He promised Paradise.” [Narrated by Muslim] Another narration reads: 

“No one likes praise more than Allah does; that is why He praised Himself.” 

[Narrated by Al-Bukhāri] 

Al-Aswad ibn Sarī‘ reported: “I was a poet and I went to the Prophet (may 

Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) and said: ‘Shall I recite to you some 

praises that I have written for my Lord?’ 

He said: ‘Your Lord loves praises.’ And he said nothing more.” [Narrated 

by Al-Bukhāri in Al-Adab al-Mufrad] [Hasan (sound)] 

No matter how much we praise You, Your greatness is far bigger. 

Our glorification of Allah does not benefit Him, nor does our failure to do so 

ever harm Him. Indeed, He is Self-Sufficient and Praiseworthy by His very 

attributes, not due to praise, glorification, or gratitude on the part of His 

servants. 

It is out of Allah’s bounty towards us that He made our lives go right when we 

extend thanks and praise to Him, so that our souls can be purified and reassured 

in the company of the Almighty Creator. 

These letters and this book are part of our glorification of Allah Almighty, 

which is a favor He has bestowed upon us. I implore Him to accept this from all 

of us and keep it in store for us when we meet Him on the Day of Judgment. 

All praise is due to You and all blessings come from You and the dominion 

belongs to You. None is more glorious than You. 

Allah Almighty says:  

جَيدٞ   ۥإنَهه   ...﴿  [ 73]هود:  ﴾٧٣حَمَيدٞ مه
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{...He is Praiseworthy, Most Glorious.} [Surat Hūd: 73] 

“Al-Majīd” is derived from “majd”, which means complete honor, plenty, and 

abundance. 

Our Lord, Exalted be He, possesses vast bounty and perfect glory. What could 

possibly be more glorious than Him?! 

He is the Owner of glory, pride, majesty, and magnificence. He is Greater, more 

Majestic, more Exalted, and Higher than everything. 

Every attribute of our Lord is perfect in every way. He is the All-Knowing, 

Whose knowledge is complete. He is the Most Merciful, Whose mercy 

encompasses all things. He is the Omnipotent, Whose power dominates 

everything. He is the Forbearing, Whose forbearance is complete. And He is the 

All-Wise, Whose wisdom is perfect. 

All His names and attributes are perfect. Indeed, we cannot praise Him 

enough. He is as He has praised Himself. 

All glory is due to You.. 

Allah Almighty glorified Himself for His perfection, majesty, and magnificence. 

In a Qudsi Hadīth, He said: “I am the Compeller, I am the Supreme, I am the King, 

I am the Exalted; glorifying Himself.” [Narrated by Ahmad; Sahīh (authentic)] Our 

Lord is Praiseworthy for His greatness and glory:  

جَيدٞ   ۥإنَهه   ....﴿  [ 73]هود:  ﴾٧٣حَمَيدٞ مه

{...He is Praiseworthy, Most Glorious.} [Surat Hūd: 73] 

He bestows a lot of blessings and favors upon His servants, and He endows His 

pious servants with the blessing of worshiping and glorifying Him alone. 

In a Qudsi Hadīth: “When he says: {Master of the Day of Judgment}, He says: 

‘My servant has glorified Me.’” [Narrated by Muslim] It is authentically reported 

that when the Prophet (may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) raised his 

head from bowing, he would say: “Rabbana laka al-hamdu mil’a as-samāwāti 

wa al-ard wa mil’a ma shi’ta min shay’in ba‘d, ahla ath-thanā’ wa al-majd 

(Praise be to You, our Lord, as much as what fills the heavens and the 
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earth and what fills anything You will beyond that. You are the One 

worthy of being praised and glorified).” [Narrated by Muslim] 

Be with Him! 

From His glory all messengers and prophets derive their glory. Hence, the 

Companions (may Allah be pleased with them) asked the Prophet (may Allah’s 

peace and blessings be upon him): “We know how to greet you, but how can 

we invoke Allah’s peace upon you?” 

He said: “Allāhumma salli ‘ala Muhammad wa ‘ala āli Muhammad kama 

sallayta ‘ala Ibrāhim wa ‘ala āli Ibrāhim innaka hamīdun majīd (O Allah, 

send Your peace upon Muhammad and upon the family of Muhammad, 

as You sent Your peace upon Abraham and the family of Abraham; 

indeed, You are Praiseworthy, Most Glorious).” [Narrated by Al-Bukhāri and 

Muslim] 

The valley of success: 

The Qur’an is the word of Allah. It is  

جَيدٞ  ...﴿  [ 21]البروج:  ﴾٢١ق رۡءَانٞ مه

{...a glorious Qur’an} [Surat al-Burūj: 21] 

and it is noble, great, and gracious, and it abounds with goodness. 

Allah Almighty glorifies Himself in His glorious Qur’an. The greatest verses 

therein are those that contain praise of Him and mention of His attributes. 

Examples include the Verse of Al-Kursi in Surat al-Baqarah, and it is the greatest 

verse in the Book of Allah, and Surat al-Ikhlās, which is the best surah and so 

meritorious to the extent that the Prophet (may Allah’s peace and blessings be 

upon him) is authentically reported to have said about it: “It is equal to one 

third of the Qur’an.” [Narrated by Muslim] 

One of the best methods by which a person can glorify and extol his Lord is to 

recite His Book day and night and to hold onto it and ponder, understand, and 

act upon it. 
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The people of the Qur’an are also the people of Allah who are close to Him. 

The Prophet (may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) is authentically 

reported to have said: “Indeed, Allah elevates some people with this Book 

and degrades others.” [Narrated by Muslim] 

‘Umar ibn al-Khattāb met Nāfi‘ ibn al-Hārith - whom he had appointed as a 

governor of Makkah - in ‘Asfān. He asked him: “Whom have you appointed to 

govern the people of the valley?” He said: “Ibn Abza.” He said: “Who is Ibn 

Abza?” He said: “He is one of our freed slaves.” He remarked: “So you have 

appointed a freed slave over them.” He said: “He is a good reciter of the Book of 

Allah and knowledgeable about the laws of inheritance.” 

Thereupon, ‘Umar (may Allah be pleased with him) said: “Our Prophet (may 

Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) said: ‘Indeed, Allah elevates some 

people with this Book and degrades others.’” [Narrated by Muslim] 

So, glory is the share of those who adopt it and act upon it; yet those who turn 

away from it get nothing but humiliation. 

Among the ways of glorifying Allah Almighty is to praise Him and proclaim His 

greatness and oneness. Whoever sticks to that shall win the good fortune in this 

world and in the Hereafter. 

Abu Hurayrah (may Allah be pleased with him) reported that the Prophet (may 

Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) said: “Allah has some angels who 

wander around the roads and paths looking for the people of Dhikr 

(remembrance of Allah). When they find some people remembering Allah, 

they call each other saying: ‘Come to the object of your pursuit.’ Then, the 

angels encircle them with their wings up to the lowest heaven. 

Their Lord asks them - though He knows better than them -: ‘What do 

My servants say?’ The angels reply: ‘They exalt You, proclaim Your 

greatness, praise You, and glorify You.’ 

Allah then says: ‘Did they see Me?’ The angels reply: ‘No, by Allah, they 

did not see You.’ 



  

 

267 

Allah says: ‘What if they saw Me?’ The angels reply: ‘If they saw You, 

they would worship You more devoutly and would exalt, glorify, and 

praise You more.’ 

Allah says: ‘What do they ask Me for?’ The angels reply: ‘They ask You 

for Paradise.’ 

Allah says: ‘Did they see it?’ The angels say: ‘No, by Allah, O Lord, they 

did not see it.’ 

Allah says: ‘What if they saw it?’ The angels say: ‘If they saw it, they 

would be more eager for it, would seek it with greater zeal, and would 

have a greater desire for it.’ 

Allah says: ‘From what do they seek refuge?’ The angels reply: ‘They 

seek refuge from Hellfire.’ 

Allah says: ‘Did they see it?’ The angels say: ‘No, by Allah, O Lord, they 

did not see it.’ 

Allah says: ‘What if they saw it?’ The angels say: ‘If they saw it, they 

would be more keen to turn away from it and more fearful of it.’ 

Thereupon, Allah says: ‘I make you witnesses that I have forgiven them.’ 

One of the angels will say: ‘There was so-and-so amongst them, and he 

was not one of them, but he had just come for some need.’ 

Allah will say: ‘These are the people by virtue of whom their companion 

will not be miserable.’” [Narrated by Al-Bukhāri] 

If their companion will not become miserable, then what about the people 

engaged in Dhikr themselves?! 

The Throne: 

Allah Almighty describes the Throne above which He established Himself as 

“glorious”. Our Lord only chooses for Himself what is best, most perfect, and 

most complete. Hence, it is deservedly glorious. 
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All praise is due to You and all blessings and the dominion belong to You, our 

Lord. 

None is ever more glorious than You. 

You are Dominant over the Throne high above the heavens. 

All faces fall prostrate and are humble before Your might. 

Glory be to the One Whose servants do not appraise Him properly, 

the One and Only God, Who is above the Throne. 

O Allah, we ask You by Your name “Al-Majīd” to forgive us, our parents, and all 

Muslims. 

60 

Al-Hamīd (The Praiseworthy) 

The Prophet (may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) led his 

Companions in prayer one day, and as he raised his head from bowing and said: 

“Sami‘allāhu liman hamidah (Allah hears he who praises Him),” a man 

behind him said: “Rabbana wa laka al-hamd hamdan kathīran tayyiban 

mubārakan fīh (Our Lord, praise be to You, praise that is abundant, good, 

and blessed).” When he finished, he asked: “Who said that?” The man 

said: “Me.” He said: “I saw over thirty angels competing to write this 

down first.” [Narrated by Al-Bukhāri] How could they not compete over this 

while Allah Almighty loves praise?! 

We extend all praise to You, our Lord, 

though we cannot praise You enough. 

Allah Almighty praises Himself saying:  

وَ  ...﴿  [ 28]الشورى:  ﴾٢٨ لحۡمََيد  ٱ لوَۡليَُّ ٱوهَ 

{...He is the Guardian, the Praiseworthy.} [Surat ash-Shūra: 28] 
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Our Lord, Exalted be He, is Praiseworthy in terms of His essence, His names, 

attributes, and actions. He possesses the most beautiful names and the most 

sublime attributes, and does the best and most perfect actions. 

And our Lord is Praiseworthy in terms of His Shariah, which is the best and 

most beneficial for all creatures. 

Moreover, our Lord is Praiseworthy for His Oneness and for being Exalted 

above having partners, equals, or supporters due to weakness. Allah Almighty 

says:  

َ    لحۡمَۡد  ٱوَق لَ  ﴿ هذَيٱلَِلّه هه    ل ل ن  وَلمَۡ يكَ  ا  وَلدَّٗ يَتهخَذۡ  فيَ     ۥلمَۡ  لۡكَ ٱشَرَيكٞ  هه    لمۡ  ل ن  َنَ     ۥوَلمَۡ يكَ  م   ٞ ۖ ٱوَليَ  َ ل   لذُّ
 [ 111]الإسراء:  ﴾١١١وَكَب رَۡه  تكَۡبيَرَ ا

{And say, “Praise be to Allah Who has not taken a son, nor does He have any 
partner in His dominion, nor does He need any protector out of weakness. And 
proclaim His greatness immensely.”} [Surat al-Isrā’: 111] 

Our Lord is praised by all tongues and in every condition. All creatures 

constantly sing praise of Him, including inanimate objects, for His favors and 

blessings as well as for His perfection and majesty. Allah Almighty says:  

مَ وَ ت  ٱت سَب حَ  لهَ   ﴿ بۡع  ٱ  لسه رۡض  ٱوَ   لسه
َ
َ   لأۡ ها ي سَب حَ  بَحَمۡدَه َن شَىۡءٍ إلَ ونَ    ۦوَمَن فيَهَنه  وَإِن م  ها تَفۡقَه  وَلَ كَن ل

مۡ  إنَهه   ا  ۥتسَۡبيَحَه  ورّٗ  [ 44]الإسراء:  ﴾٤٤كَانَ حَليَمًا غَف 

{The seven heavens and the earth, and all those in them glorify Him. There is 
not a single thing that does not glorify Him with His praise, but you do not 
understand their glorification. Indeed, He is Most Forbearing, All-Forgiving.} 
[Surat al-Isrā’: 44] 

The Almighty Lord is worthy of being praised in every form of praise. Even if 

His creatures did not praise Him, He is still Praiseworthy for His bounty, grace, 

and mercy. 

No one except Him is praised for all conditions and circumstances. 
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Be humbly submissive to your Lord! 

Allah Almighty restricted the praise exclusively to Himself, and prohibited that 

one should praise himself. He says:  

مۡۖ  …﴿ سَك  نف 
َ
وٓاْ أ  [ 32]النجم:  ﴾….فَلاَ ت زَكُّ

{...So do not claim purity for yourselves...} [Surat an-Najm: 32] 

Our Lord praises Himself to introduce Himself to us and so that we can turn to 

Him through praise and hope to receive His forgiveness, bounty, and Paradise. 

What a Generous Lord! He guides us to perform good deeds and then 

appreciates that, and rewards us for it.  

ن  ...﴿
َ
وٓاْ أ م  وَن ود  نت مۡ تَعۡمَل ونَ  لجۡنَهة  ٱ تلَكۡ  وهَا بمََا ك  ورثَۡت م 

 
 [ 43]الأعراف:  ﴾٤٣أ

{...They will be called, “This is Paradise that you are made to inherit for what 
you used to do.”} [Surat al-A‘rāf: 43] 

When our Lord wants to make His bounty manifest upon us, He creates it and 

attributes it to us. For example, He gives you money, and you spend out of it in 

charity, and then He appreciates your charity, though the money originally 

belongs to Him! Out of His kindness, Allah Almighty laid down various forms of 

praise, so that we know how to praise Him in the best manner. He says:  

َ  لحۡمَۡد  ٱ﴿ َ رَب   [ 2]الفاتحة:  ﴾٢ لۡعَ لَمَينَ ٱلَِلّه

{All praise be to Allah, the Lord of the worlds.} [Surat al-Fātihah: 2] 

He also says: 

َ  لحۡمَۡد  ٱ﴿ هذَيٱلَِلّه مَ وَ تَ ٱخَلقََ  ل رۡضَ ٱوَ   لسه
َ
ل مَ تَ ٱوجََعَلَ  لأۡ ۖ ٱوَ  لظُّ ورَ  [ 1]الأنعام:  ﴾.... لنُّ

{All praise be to Allah Who created the heavens and earth, and made darkness 
and light...} [Surat al-An‘ām: 1] 

Praise be to You.. 

The greatest trait in the believers is that they praise their Lord constantly and 

at both good and hard times, as they know that the actions of Allah Almighty are 

all wise and good for them. 
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The Prophet (may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) is authentically 

reported to have said: “If a man’s child dies, Allah Almighty asks His angels: 

‘Have you taken the soul of My servant’s child?’ They reply in the 

affirmative. 

He then asks: ‘Have you taken the fruit of his heart?’ They reply in the 

affirmative. 

Then He asks: ‘What did My servant say?’ They say: ‘He praised You and 

said: We belong to Allah and to Him we shall return.’ 

Thereupon, Allah says: ‘Build a house for My servant in Paradise and 

name it the House of Praise.’” [Narrated by Al-Tirmidhi] Hence, one of the 

best forms of Dhikr is to say: Alhamdulillāh (Praise be to Allah). Allah Almighty 

says:  

ل وعَ  ...﴿ مۡسَ ٱ وسََب حَۡ بَحَمۡدَ رَب كََ قَبۡلَ ط  وبَ ٱ وَقَبۡلَ  لشه  [ 39]ق:  ﴾٣٩لۡغ ر 

{...and glorify the praise of your Lord before sunrise and before sunset.} [Surat 
Qāf: 39] 

The Prophet (may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) is authentically 

reported to have said: “Whoever says: Subhānallāh wa bihamdih (Glory be 

to Allah and praise be to Him) one hundred times a day, his sins will be 

erased even if they were as much as the foam of the sea.” [Narrated by Al-

Bukhāri and Muslim] 

The Prophet (may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) was asked: “Which 

speech is the best?” 

He said: “What Allah chose for His angels or His servants: Subhānallāh wa 

bihamdih (Glory be to Allah and praise be to Him).” [Narrated by Muslim] 

Praise can be expressed by the tongue, within the heart, and through the body 

organs. The Prophet (may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) said: “The 

best servants of Allah on the Day of Judgment will be those who praise 

Him a lot.” [Narrated by Al-Tabarāni in Al-Mu‘jam al-Kabīr; Sahīh (authentic)] 
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Praise be to You, our Lord, praise that is good and so great that it fills the 

heavens 

and the earth and all that it contains. 

Praise be to You, eternal and blessed. 

The sea has a limit, but Your praise is limitless. 

Praise be to You, the Owner of glory and highness. 

He who praises You with gratitude is indeed grateful. 

O Allah, to You praise is due as befits the glory of Your Face and the greatness 

of Your might. 

61 - 62 

Ash-Shākir Ash-Shakūr (The Appreciative - The Ever-
Appreciative) 

The Prophet (may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) said: “A man saw 

a dog eating moist earth on account of (severe) thirst. The man took his 

shoe (and filled it with water) and kept on pouring the water for the dog 

till it quenched its thirst. So, Allah appreciated his deed and admitted him 

into Paradise.” [Narrated by Al-Bukhāri] Praising Himself, Allah Almighty says:  

ا  لِلّه  ٱوكََانَ  ...﴿  [ 147]النساء:  ﴾١٤٧شَاكرًَا عَليَمّٗ

{...Allah is Appreciative, All-Knowing.} [Surat an-Nisā’: 147] 

He also says: 

ور  حَليَم   لِلّه  ٱوَ  ...﴿  [ 17]التغابن:  ﴾١٧شَك 

{...Allah is Ever-Appreciative, Forbearing} [Surat at-Taghābun: 17] 

Our Lord appreciates our little acts of obedience and gives abundant rewards 

for them and even multiplies the rewards many times, with no limit.  
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﴿ َ َ    ۥفَلهَ    لحۡسََنَةَٱمَن جَاءَٓ ب وَمَن جَاءَٓ ب مۡثَالهََاۖ 
َ
أ ي ئََةَٱعَشۡر   ونَ   لسه ظۡلَم  مۡ لاَ ي  ها مَثۡلَهَا وهَ  جزَۡىَٰٓ إلَ  ﴾١٦٠فَلاَ ي 

 [ 160]الأنعام: 
{Whoever comes with a good deed will be rewarded tenfold, but whoever 

comes with an evil deed will only be punished with its like; and none will be 
wronged.} [Surat al-An‘ām: 160] 

Our Lord even appreciates our gratitude to Him and in return increases His 

blessings and bounty towards us.  

َن ن عَۡمَةٖ فَمَنَ ﴿ م م  َۖ ٱوَمَا بكَ   [ 53]النحل:  ﴾... لِلّه

{Whatever blessing you have, it is from Allah...} [Surat an-Nahl: 53] 

Our Lord also appreciates the deeds of His servants by praising them among 

His angels and His high company and by making them appreciated amongst 

other people on earth.  

يَهةَ مَنۡ حَملَۡنَا مَعَ ن وحٍ  إنَهه  ﴿ ا   ۥذ ر  ورّٗ ا شَك   [ 3]الإسراء:   ﴾٣كَانَ عَبۡدّٗ

{O descendants of those whom We carried [on board] with Noah. He was 
indeed a grateful slave.} [Surat al-Isrā’: 3] 

Our Lord forgives many sins and accepts small good deeds and gives rewards 

for them. 

ور   ....﴿ ورٞ شَك   [ 34]فاطر:  ﴾٣٤إنَه رَبهنَا لغََف 

{...Indeed, our Lord is All-Forgiving, Ever-Appreciative} [Surat Fātir: 34] 

Indeed, our Lord bestows a lot of blessings and is pleased with little gratitude. 

The Prophet (may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) said: “Allah is 

pleased with a person who eats some food and then praises Him for it, or 

who drinks some drink and then praises Him for it.” [Narrated by Muslim] In 

another Hadīth, the Prophet (may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) said: 

“Whoever says in the morning: ‘Allāhumma ma asbaha bi min ni‘matin 

faminka wahdaka la sharīka lak, falaka al-hamdu walaka ash-shukr (O 

Allah, whatever favor has come to me, it comes from You alone, with no 
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partner; so to You praise and thanks are due)’, he will have expressed full 

gratitude of the day; and if anyone says the same in the evening, he will 

have expressed full gratitude of the night.” [Narrated by Abu Dāwūd; Hasan 

(sound)] 

He gives and then shows appreciation! 

Out of His perfect appreciation, Allah Almighty gives blessings to us and 

enables us to do what He appreciates. So, He gives blessings and then shows 

appreciation, though it all comes from Him. Allah Almighty says:  

ورًا ﴿ شۡك  م مه مۡ جَزَاءّٓٗ وكََانَ سَعۡي ك   [ 22]الإنسان:  ﴾٢٢إنَه هَ ذَا كَانَ لكَ 

{[And they will be told,] “Indeed, this is your reward, and your efforts have 
been appreciated.”} [Surat al-Insān: 22] 

Glory be to the One Who bestows upon us the favor of endeavor and enables 

us to do it and then appreciates our deeds! Indeed, this is the utmost bounty and 

benevolence. All praise and thanks are due to Him. 

He is the Ever-Appreciative Lord, Who does not cause our efforts to go to 

waste; rather, He rewards them and multiplies the reward countless times. 

The greatest recompense.. 

When Prophet Sulaymān (Solomon) (peace be upon him) slaughtered the 

horses in anger because they distracted him from remembrance of his Lord, and 

he wanted to avoid the repetition of that distraction, Allah Almighty gave him 

the wind in place of the horses. 

When Yūsuf (Joseph) (peace be upon him) endured the hardship of 

imprisonment, Allah Almighty appreciated his patience by putting him in 

authority.  

فيَ  ﴿ فَ  ليَ وس  نها  مَكه رۡضَ ٱوَكَذَ لكََ 
َ
جۡرَ   لأۡ

َ
أ ن ضَيع   وَلاَ  هشَاءٓ ۖ  ن مَن  برََحۡمتَنََا  ن صَيب   يشََاءٓ    حَيۡث   مَنۡهَا   

 
أ يتََبَوه

حۡسَنيَنَ ٱ  [ 56]يوسف:  ﴾٥٦لمۡ 



  

 

275 

{This is how We established Joseph in the land so that he may settle wherever 
he wished. We extend Our mercy to whom We will, and We do not let the 
reward of those who do good to be lost.} [Surat Yūsuf: 56] 

And when His messengers (peace be upon them) sacrificed their lives and 

honor in the cause of their Lord and were, thus, harmed and abused, Allah 

Almighty compensated them by sending His peace and blessings upon them and 

by making the angels invoke His peace and blessings upon them. Moreover, He 

made them laudable in the heavens and among people:  

م بَخَالصََةٖ ذكَۡرَى ﴿ خۡلَصۡنَ ه 
َ
ارَ ٱإنَهآ أ  [ 46]ص:  ﴾٤٦ لده

{We chose them exclusively for the remembrance of the Final Home.} [Surat 
Sād: 46] 

When the Companions (may Allah be pleased with them) left their homes and 

got out for the sake of their Lord, He compensated them by His approval and by 

giving them power and abundance in this world. 

He is the Ever-Appreciative. He brings servants out of Hellfire on account of an 

atom’s weight of goodness, and He does not cause this tiny amount to be lost. 

The Prophet (may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) said: “While a man 

was on the way, he found a thorny branch of a tree there on the way and 

put it aside. Allah appreciated that deed and forgave him.” [Narrated by Al-

Bukhāri and Muslim] Then, what about those who remove moral hurdles from 

people’s way?! What about those who make things easy for people, remove 

their distress, help them with their needs, and bring them joy?! It all comes from 

Allah Almighty and it is His favor upon us from beginning to end. 

As Allah Almighty is Ever-Appreciative Himself, the dearest to Him among His 

servants are the grateful and the most hated to Him are the ungrateful. 

Imam Ibn al-Qayyim (may Allah have mercy upon him) said: “Blessings are a 

trial and test from Allah, as they reveal the thankfulness of the thankful and the 

ingratitude of the ungrateful.” 

There are two forms of thankfulness: 

1. By the tongue, which is praising the Bestower of favors. 
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2. By the body organs, which is using them in obeying Allah Almighty. 

This is the attitude of all prophets and righteous people. 

The Prophet (may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) used to stand in 

prayer during the night for so long that his feet would get swelled. ‘Ā’ishah (may 

Allah be pleased with her) once said to him: “Why do you do this although 

Allah forgave your past and future sins?” Thereupon, he said: “Should I 

not be a thankful servant?!” [Narrated by Al-Bukhāri] Allah Almighty praised 

the family of Prophet Dāwūd (David) (peace be upon him) for their gratitude. He 

says:  

ْ ٱ...﴿ ا    دَ  ۥءَالَ دَاو   عۡمَل وٓا كۡرّٗ  [ 13]سبأ:  ﴾...ش 

{...“Do [good deeds] in gratitude, O household of David!”...} [Surat Saba’: 13] 

As only few of Allah’s servants show proper gratitude to Him, which is an act of 

worship, He ordained upon us to ask Him to enable us to be thankful and to 

accept that from us. 

The Prophet (may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) instructed Mu‘ādh 

to say this supplication after every prayer: “Allāhumma a‘inni ‘ala dhikrika wa 

shukrika wa husni ‘ibādatik (O Allah, help me remember You, give thanks 

to You, and worship You properly).” [Narrated by Abu Dāwūd; Sahīh 

(authentic)] In another Hadīth, the Prophet (may Allah’s peace and blessings be 

upon him) said: “Rabbi ij‘alny laka shakkāran laka dhakkāran (My Lord, 

make me ever-grateful to You, ever-remembering of You).” [Narrated by 

Abu Dāwūd; Sahīh (authentic)] Then, consider this guarantee from the Lord of 

the worlds in case you are grateful to Him. Allah Almighty says:  

ا يَفۡعَل   ﴿ مۡ إنَ شَكَرۡت مۡ وَءَامَنت مۡ  وكََانَ  لِلّه  ٱمه ا  لِلّه  ٱبعََذَابكَ   [ 147]النساء:   ﴾١٤٧شَاكرًَا عَليَمّٗ

{Why would Allah punish you, if you are grateful and faithful? Allah is 
Appreciative, All-Knowing.} [Surat an-Nisā’: 147] 

Our gratitude is, in fact, for our own benefit. Allah Almighty says:  

ر  لنََفۡسَهَ  ...﴿ رۡ فَإنَهمَا يشَۡك  َ ٱوَمَن كَفَرَ فَإنَه  ۖۦ وَمَن يشَۡك   [ 12]لقمان:  ﴾١٢غَنىٌَّ حَمَيدٞ  لِلّه
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{...Whoever is grateful, it is only for his own good; and whoever is ungrateful, 
then Allah is Self-Sufficient, Praiseworthy.} [Surat Luqmān: 12] 

Whoever wants increase from his Lord should show gratitude to Him:  

مۡۖ ﴿ زيَدَنهك 
َ
مۡ لئَنَ شَكَرۡت مۡ لأَ ذهنَ رَبُّك 

َ
 [ 7]إبراهيم:  ﴾...وَإِذۡ تأَ

{And [remember] when your Lord declared, “If you are grateful, I will surely 
give you more...} [Surat Ibrāhim: 7] 

How Merciful Allah is! Beware of comparing yourself to others in terms of 

fortunes and blessings. This would give you nothing but grief and distress. You 

should rather act upon this verse:  

َنَ  ...﴿ ن م  ذۡ مَآ ءَاتيَۡت كَ وَك   [ 144]الأعراف:  ﴾١٤٤لشه كَريَنَ ٱفخَ 

{...So hold fast to what I have given you, and be of those who are grateful.} 
[Surat al-A‘rāf: 144] 

The key to hearts: 

He who is thankful to Allah Almighty should also give thanks to those through 

whom Allah sends His blessings, most notably his parents:  

نَ .....﴿
َ
رۡ ٱأ  [ 14]لقمان:  ﴾١٤لمَۡصَير  ٱليَ وَلوََ لدََيكَۡ إلَيَه  شۡك 

{...Be grateful to Me and to your parents. To Me is the final return.} [Surat 
Luqmān: 14] 

The Prophet (may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) said: “Whoever is 

not grateful to people is not grateful to Allah.” [Narrated by Ahmad; Sahīh 

(authentic)] 

Blessed be the One to Whom His servants fail to show proper gratitude, 

for indeed His blessings are limitless and endless. 

Those who give thanks need to give thanks for being able to give thanks. 

Also, being able to give thanks for the ability to give thanks does itself entail 

thanks. 

Indeed, every blessing and every thanks is a favor after a favor. 
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-- 

-- 

-- 

O Allah, make us among the thankful, O Lord of the worlds! 

63 - 64 

Al-Karīm Al-Akram (The Generous - The Most 
Generous) 

The Prophet (may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) is authentically 

reported to have said: “I know the last of the inhabitants of Paradise to 

enter therein and the last of the inhabitants of Hellfire to come out of it. 

He is a man who will be brought on the Day of Judgment and it will be 

said: ‘Present his minor sins to him and withhold from him his major 

ones.’ Then, the minor sins will be shown to him, and it will be said: ‘On 

such-and-such a day you did so-and-so, and on such- and-such a day, you 

did so-and-so?’ 

He will say: ‘Yes.’ It will not be possible for him to deny, while he will be 

afraid lest his major sins should be presented before him. 

It will be said to him: ‘In place of every evil deed, you will have a good 

deed.’ He will say: ‘My Lord, I have done things I do not see here.’” 

Abu Dharr (may Allah be pleased with him) - the narrator of the Hadīth - said: 

“I saw the Messenger of Allah (may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) 

laugh till his premolar teeth became visible.” [Narrated by Muslim] 

What a Generous, Forbearing, and Great Lord! 

هَا ﴿ يُّ
َ
أ كَ برََب كََ  لإۡنَسَ ن  ٱيََٰٓ  [ 6]الانفطار:  ﴾٦لۡكَريَمَ ٱ مَا غَره
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{O mankind, what has lured you away from your Lord, the Generous?} [Surat 
al-Infitār: 6] 

﴿...  َ ر  ل ٞ كَريَمٞ  ۖۦ نَفۡسَهَ وَمَن شَكَرَ فَإنَهمَا يشَۡك   [ 40]النمل:  ﴾٤٠وَمَن كَفَرَ فَإنَه رَب يَ غَنىَ 

{...Whoever is grateful, it is only for his own good; and whoever is ungrateful, 
then my Lord is Self-Sufficient, Generous.} [Surat an-Naml: 40] 

Generosity is a term that comprises all good traits and acts. It does not only 

mean ‘giving’. Scholars expressed various views with regard to the meaning of 

this name, all of which are right. 

Our Lord is the Bestower of abundant blessings and favors. He ceaselessly 

brings good, and He is Great and Exalted above all deficiencies and defects. He is 

the Giver of favors and the Owner of grace. He gives without reason and without 

expecting anything in return. He gives those who are in need and those who are 

not in need. When He makes a promise, He fulfills it. All needs, big or small, are 

presented to Him. Indeed, He does not disappoint anyone who resorts to Him. 

He pardons sins and forgives evil deeds and even turns them into good ones. He 

gives us before we even ask from Him. 

He endowed us with hearing, eyesight, hearts, body organs, strength, and 

countless talents, apparent and hidden.  

واْ نعَۡمَتَ  ...﴿ َ ٱوَإِن تَع دُّ ِۗ إنَه  لِلّه وهَآ حۡص  ارٞ  لإۡنَسَ نَ ٱلاَ ت   [ 34]إبراهيم:  ﴾٣٤لظََل ومٞ كَفه

{...If you try to count the blessings of Allah, you cannot count them. Indeed, 
mankind is highly unjust and ungrateful.} [Surat Ibrāhim: 34] 

He bestows His blessings upon us before we ask Him and even without asking 

at all, out of His bounty and generosity. He gives us and then appreciates what 

we do. 

Our Generous Lord is the One Who pardons while possessing supreme might, 

and when He makes a promise, He fulfills it. He promised to give the believers 

various kinds of blessings, fortunes, and welfare in this world and in the 

Hereafter. 
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More than that, He even makes the punishment of the sinners subject to His 

will; He may punish or forgive them if He so wills. 

Our Lord is the One Who does not turn down a supplicant. He is “Modest, 

Generous.” 

He gives and then shows appreciation: 

He gives faith and then appreciates it:  

َ ٱوَلَ كَنه  ...﴿ ها    لِلّه إلَ ونَ  ت نفقَ  وَمَا  مۡ   سَك  فَلأََنف  خَيۡرٖ  مَنۡ  واْ  ت نفقَ  وَمَا   ِۗ يشََاءٓ  َ  ٱوجَۡهَ    بۡتغََاءَٓ ٱيَهۡدَي مَن    لِلّه
ونَ  نت مۡ لاَ ت ظۡلَم 

َ
مۡ وَأ واْ مَنۡ خَيۡرٖ ي وفَه إلَيَۡك   [ 272]البقرة:  ﴾٢٧٢وَمَا ت نفَق 

{...but Allah guides whom He wills. Whatever wealth you spend in charity, it is 
for your own good – as long as you do so seeking Allah’s pleasure. And whatever 
wealth you spend in charity, you will be rewarded in full, and you will not be 
wronged. } [Surat al-Baqarah: 272] 

Al-Junayd heard a man reciting:  

ا  ن عَۡمَ  ...﴿ ابٞ   ۥٓإنَهه   لۡعَبۡد  ٱإنَها وجََدۡنَ ه  صَابرَّٗ وه
َ
 [ 44]ص:  ﴾٤٤أ

{...We truly found him patient – an excellent and faithful slave he was. He 
constantly turned [to Us].} [Surat Sād: 44] 

Thereupon, he said: “Glory be to Allah! He gave and then praised.” In other 

words, He endowed him with patience and then praised him for that. 

To Allah I extend my praise and thanks. 

All praise is due to our Lord. 

I testify that other than Allah there is no god. 

He is Generous, Merciful, and upon Him we pin our hopes. 

Glory be to Him, Who is Most Generous! 

Generosity and bounty are among His greatest attributes, and His giving never 

ceases. Could there ever be someone who is more bountiful than Him?! 
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He is the Generous Lord: 

His servants disobey Him as He watches over them, and He still preserves and 

takes care of them as they move and sleep as if they did not commit a sin. He 

bestows His favors even upon sinners and wrongdoers. Who is that who 

supplicates Him and He does not respond to him?! Who is that who asks from 

Him and He does not give him?! And who is that who stands at His door and He 

drives him away?! He is the Owner of grace and Giver of favors. He is the Most 

Generous and all bounty comes from Him. 

He does not need thanks.. 

Our Lord, Exalted be He, does not need our gratitude. Indeed, our thankfulness 

does not benefit Him at all, nor does ingratitude harm Him in any way. 

Nonetheless, He is Generous as He does not hasten to inflict punishment upon 

those who deserve it.  

ٞ كَريَمٞ  ...﴿  [ 40]النمل:  ﴾٤٠وَمَن كَفَرَ فَإنَه رَب يَ غَنىَ 

{...And whoever is ungrateful, then my Lord is Self-Sufficient, Generous.} [Surat 
an-Naml: 40] 

Out of His perfect self-sufficiency and generosity, He created His servants to 

worship Him and undertakes to provide for all of them, humans and jinn, 

believers and disbelievers.  

ونَ   لإۡنَسَ ٱوَ   لجَۡنه ٱوَمَا خَلقَۡت   ﴿ ها ليََعۡب د  ونَ   ٥٦إلَ ن ي طۡعَم 
َ
ريَد  أ

 
أ زَۡقٖ وَمَآ  َن ر  م م  ريَد  مَنۡه 

 
أ َ ٱإنَه    ٥٧مَآ   لِلّه

وَ  زهاق  ٱه  وهةَ ٱ ذ و  لره  [ 58-56]الذاريات:  ﴾٥٨ لمَۡتيَن  ٱ لقۡ 

{I have not created the jinn and mankind except to worship Me. I seek no 
provision from them, nor do I want them to feed Me. Indeed, it is Allah Who is 
the All-Provider, Lord of Power, the Strong.} [Surat adh-Dhāriyāt: 56-58] 

He gives more than we wish.. 

Indeed, no request or supplication whatsoever is too great for Allah Almighty 

to grant and answer. He is the Magnificent, the Generous. The Prophet (may 

Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) is authentically reported to have said: 
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“When anyone of you supplicates, he should not say: ‘O Allah, forgive me 

if You will.’ But he should be determined in his request and ask 

persistently for what he desires for no bounty is too great for Allah to 

bestow.” [Narrated by Muslim] Another aspect of Allah’s generosity is that He 

made supplication the most noble act of worship in His sight. The Prophet (may 

Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) is authentically reported to have said: 

“Nothing is more honorable in the sight of Allah than supplication.” 

[Narrated by Ibn Mājah; Hasan (sound)] Think about His supreme generosity. The 

Prophet (may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) said: “Verily, Allah is 

Modest and Generous. He is too Modest to turn down His servant empty-

handed when he raises his hands (in supplication) to Him.” [Narrated by Al-

Tirmidhi; Sahīh (authentic)] His generosity will remain enduring and ceaseless till 

we meet Him. Here is the greatest favor and gift you will receive on the Day of 

Judgment, if you are a believer:  

م  ﴿ وْلََٰٓئكََ ه 
 
ؤۡمَن ونَ ٱأ مۡ دَرَجَ ت  عَندَ رَب هََمۡ وَمَغۡفرََةٞ وَرزَۡقٞ كَريَمٞ  لمۡ  هه  ا  ل  [ 4]الأنفال:  ﴾٤حَق ّٗ

{Such are the true believers; they will have high ranks with their Lord, and 
forgiveness and an honorable provision.} [Surat al-Anfāl: 4] 

He even gives more than we wish. In a Qudsi Hadīth, Allah Almighty said: “I 

have prepared for My righteous servants what no eye has ever seen, no 

ear has ever heard, and no human mind has ever imagined.” [Narrated by 

Al-Bukhāri and Muslim] Indeed, what is even better than all of this is looking at 

His noble Face.  

وهٞ يوَۡمَئذَٖ نهاضَرَة  ﴿ ٞ  ٢٢و ج   [ 23-22]القيامة:  ﴾٢٣إلَيَ  رَب هََا ناَظَرَة

{On that Day some faces will be bright, looking at their Lord.} [Surat al-
Qiyāmah: 22-23] 

O Allah, make us among them, O the Most Generous of those who are 

generous! 



  

 

283 

The criterion: 

The criterion according to which a person will be honored or humiliated on the 

Day of Judgment is piety.  

مۡ عَندَ  ...﴿ كۡرَمَك 
َ
َ ٱإنَه أ مۡ   لِلّه تۡقَى ك 

َ
 [ 13]الحجرات:  ﴾...أ

{...Indeed, the most noble of you before Allah is the most righteous among 
you...} [Surat al-Hujurāt: 13] 

The disbelievers do not deserve honor, only humiliation:  

عَلَيۡهَ    ...﴿ حَقه  ِۗ ٱوَكَثيَر   ي هَنَ    لۡعَذَاب  لهَ    لِلّه  ٱوَمَن  إنَه     ۥفَمَا  كۡرَمٍ   مُّ َ ٱمَن  يشََاءٓ ۩  لِلّه مَا        ﴾ ١٨يَفۡعَل  
 [ 18]الحج: 

{...But there are many on whom the punishment has become due. Whoever 
Allah disgraces, none can honor him. Allah surely does what He wills.} [Surat al-
Hajj: 18] 

The criteria commonly used by people in this world do not matter. Allah 

Almighty says about them:  

ا  ﴿ مه
َ
كۡرَمَه     ۥرَبُّه    بۡتَلَى ه  ٱإذََا مَا    لإۡنَسَ ن  ٱفأَ

َ
مَه     ۥفأَ كۡرَمَنَ    ۥوَنَعه

َ
ول  رَب يَٓ أ آ إذََا مَا    ١٥فَيَق  مه

َ
فَقَدَرَ   بۡتَلَى ه  ٱوَأ

هَ ننََ   ۥعَلَيۡهَ رزَۡقَه  
َ
ول  رَب يَٓ أ  [ 16-15]الفجر:  ﴾ ١٦فَيَق 

{As for man, when he is tested by his Lord by honoring him and bestowing 
blessings upon him, he says, “My Lord has [deservedly] honored me!” But when 
he is tested by restricting his provision, he says, “My Lord has [undeservedly] 
humiliated me!”} [Surat al-Fajr: 15-16] 

Ibn al-Jawzi (may Allah have mercy upon him) said: “One of the methods by 

which Satan deceives ordinary people is that when they commit sins and get 

criticized for that, they say: Indeed, our Lord is Generous, and His pardon is 

vast!” 

A Reminder.. 

He who gets attached to the Qur’an is given the glad tidings of being granted 

honor in this world and in the Hereafter. Allah Almighty says:  
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رۡءَانٞ كَريَمٞ   ۥإنَهه  ﴿  [ 77]الواقعة:   ﴾٧٧لقَ 

{This is indeed a noble Qur’an.} [Surat al-Wāqi‘ah: 77] 

It abounds with goodness and knowledge. Its memorizer gets protected and its 

reciter gets honored. Our Generous Lord rescues people from drowning, causes 

those who have been absent to return home, grants recovery to the afflicted, 

supports the oppressed, guides the astray, enriches the poor, cures the sick, and 

gives relief to the distressed. He likes to be supplicated by His names. When 

distressed, the Prophet (may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) used to 

say: “La ilāha illallāh Al-‘Azhīm Al-Halīm, la ilāha illallāh Rabbu al-‘arshi al-

‘azhīm, la ilāha illallāh Rabbu as-samāwāti wa Rabbu al-ardi wa Rabbu al-

‘arshi al-Karīm (There is no god except Allah, the Magnificent, the 

Forbearing. There is no god except Allah, the Lord of the Mighty Throne. 

There is no god except Allah, the Lord of the heavens, the earth, and the 

Honorable Throne).” [Narrated by Al-Bukhāri and Muslim] Allah Almighty loves 

the generous. Ibn Rajab (may Allah have mercy upon him) said: “If a person 

treats others generously, Allah will treat him generously and graciously. Indeed, 

recompense is of the same type of the action.” 

O Lord, You are All-Knowing of all things. Nothing is hidden from You. I implore 

You to grant us safety at times of afflictions and severe hardships. I present all 

my needs to You, with Whom hearts feel reassured. I have no other door but the 

door of my Lord, the Generous, the Bestower of favors, the Beneficent, the All-

Subtle. O King of the kings, forgive my sins. 

You are our Beloved One, my Lord. You cover our faults and answer our 

supplications. My sins kept me away from You. But I have none but You to 

forgive and heal me. 

O Allah, the Generous, honor us by Your Paradise, pardon, and pleasure. 

65 
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Al-Muqīt (The Keeper) 

The Prophet (may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) is authentically 

reported to have said: “Allah Almighty says: ‘O son of Adam, devote 

yourself to My worship, and I will fill your heart with sufficiency and 

remove your poverty; but if you do not do that, I will fill your heart with 

worldly concerns and will not remove your poverty.’” [Narrated by Al-

Tirmidhi; Sahīh (authentic)] In another Hadīth, the Prophet (may Allah’s peace 

and blessings be upon him) said: “Allah’s Hand is full, and this is not affected 

by the continuous spending day and night. Do you see what He has spent 

since He created the heavens and the earth? Yet all that has not 

decreased what is in His Hand.” [Narrated by Al-Bukhāri - this is his wording - 

and Muslim] 

The heavens and the earth are sustained by Him, and He sets aright the affairs 

of this world and the Hereafter. Everything is submissive to Him and subject to 

His authority. 

Sovereignty belongs to Him, and in His Hand are all the keys and destinies of all 

things, and to Him is the final destination of His servants. All glory and dominion 

belong to Him. None can withhold what He gives, and none can give what He 

withholds. 

Would the Generous, All-Powerful, Most Merciful Lord, and the Keeper be 

unable to drive to you food and drink to sustain your life?! 

It gives us pleasure to spend some time with one of Allah’s beautiful names, 

namely “Al-Muqīt”. 

Allah Almighty says:  

هه  ﴿ ن ل ن يشَۡفَعۡ شَفَ عَةً حَسَنَةّٗ يكَ  هه     ۥمه ن ل َنۡهَاۖ وَمَن يشَۡفَعۡ شَفَ عَةّٗ سَي ئََةّٗ يكَ  ِۗ وكََانَ    ۥنصََيبٞ م  نۡهَا َ كفَۡلٞ م 
ا  لِلّه  ٱ قَيتّٗ َ شَىۡءٖ مُّ

 [ 85]النساء:  ﴾٨٥علَىَ  ك ل 



  

 

286 

{Whoever intercedes in a good cause will have a share in its reward, but 
whoever intercedes in an evil cause will have a share in its burden. And Allah is 
ever Watchful over all things.} [Surat an-Nisā’: 85] 

“Al-Muqīt” is the Supreme Determiner Who created sustenance. 

“Al-Muqīt” is also the All-Preserver Who gives according to the amount needed 

for preservation. 

Our Lord, Exalted be He, is the One Who drives to every living being its 

sustenance, and He directs this matter as He wills, according to His wisdom and 

grace. 

Every created being needs a certain sustenance. Our bodies need food and 

drink, and our souls need knowledge. The sustenance of the angels, on the other 

hand, is glorification of Allah. 

Allah Almighty is the Keeper and Preserver of His servants. He watches over 

their conditions and is All-Aware of them. 

The Almighty Lord takes care of the interests of His creatures. He gives them 

food and provides for them. 

The best provision indeed is the mind. Whoever is endowed with a good mind 

has been honored by his Lord. 

My Lord, You are the Owner of grace that encompasses all creation. 

Your supreme generosity reaches all that exists. 

If another being were to own Your treasures, 

which increase as You spend therefrom, he would have acted stingily. 

My Lord, I seek refuge with You from our bad deeds, 

and from depriving us of Your favors and blessings. 

Rest assured! 

Do not be concerned about what Allah Almighty has guaranteed for you for He 

describes Himself as the Keeper and the All-Provider. 
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“Al-Muqīt” is more specific than “Ar-Razzāq”, for Al-Muqīt gives us food that 

nourishes our bodies, while Ar-Razzāq gives us all what we possess, food and 

everything else 

As long as we are alive, sustenance and provision will surely come to us. If, out 

of His wisdom, He closes a certain door before you, He opens another, out of His 

mercy. 

Think about the fetus. Its sustenance, which is blood, reaches it through one 

way: the navel. Then, after it comes out of its mother’s womb, this way is 

severed and two other ways are opened for him in its place, through which 

better and more pleasant sustenance comes: pure and palatable milk. Then, 

after the phase of suckling is over, four new ways open for him, from which he 

gets two kinds of food and two kinds of drink. The two kinds of food come from 

animals and plants, whereas the two kinds of drink are water and milk. 

Then, after he dies, these four ways are closed and the eight gates of Paradise 

are opened for the believers and they can enter from whichever gate they wish. 

Be thankful! 

Indeed, the blessings of Allah Almighty are countless and numberless:  

واْ نعَۡمَتَ  ...﴿ َ ٱوَإِن تَع دُّ ِۗ إنَه  لِلّه وهَآ حۡص  ارٞ  لإۡنَسَ نَ ٱلاَ ت   [ 34]إبراهيم:  ﴾٣٤لظََل ومٞ كَفه

{...If you try to count the blessings of Allah, you cannot count them. Indeed, 
mankind is highly unjust and ungrateful.} [Surat Ibrāhim: 34] 

Our Lord bestows favors upon us even though He does not need us, fear us, or 

expect anything in return from us. Rather, He gives us out of benevolence, 

bounty, and kindness from Him.  

ونَ   لإۡنَسَ ٱوَ   لجَۡنه ٱوَمَا خَلقَۡت   ﴿ ها ليََعۡب د  ونَ   ٥٦إلَ ن ي طۡعَم 
َ
ريَد  أ

 
أ زَۡقٖ وَمَآ  َن ر  م م  ريَد  مَنۡه 

 
أ َ ٱإنَه    ٥٧مَآ   لِلّه

وَ  زهاق  ٱه  وهةَ ٱ ذ و  لره  [ 58-56]الذاريات:  ﴾٥٨ لمَۡتيَن  ٱ لقۡ 

{I have not created the jinn and mankind except to worship Me. I seek no 
provision from them, nor do I want them to feed Me. Indeed, it is Allah Who is 
the All-Provider, Lord of Power, the Strong.} [Surat adh-Dhāriyāt: 56-58] 
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Many people are ungrateful, however.  

َ ٱيَعۡرَف ونَ نعَۡمَتَ ﴿ م   لِلّه كۡثَر ه 
َ
ونَهَا وَأ ونَ ٱث مه ي نكَر   [ 83]النحل:  ﴾٨٣لۡكَ فرَ 

{They know Allah’s favors, yet they deny them, and most of them are 
ungrateful.} [Surat an-Nahl: 83] 

He gives you although you have no right upon Him, and after that you deny His 

rights! He bestows favors upon you without you doing Him any favor, and then 

you show ingratitude to Him!  

كۡفَرَه   لإۡنَسَ ن  ٱ ق تلََ ﴿
َ
 [ 17]عبس:  ﴾١٧ ۥمَآ أ

{Woe to man; how ungrateful he is!} [Surat ‘Abasa: 17] 

The blessings of Allah Almighty reach you in a successive manner. When you 

ask from Him, He gives you; when you supplicate Him, He responds to you; and 

when you seek His help, He extends help to you. You cannot become self-

sufficient except through Him. Hence, if you give thanks for these blessings, you 

still need to thank Him for another blessing; that He has enabled you to show 

gratitude.  

مۡۖ ﴿ زيَدَنهك 
َ
مۡ لئَنَ شَكَرۡت مۡ لأَ ذهنَ رَبُّك 

َ
 [ 7]إبراهيم:  ﴾...وَإِذۡ تأَ

{And [remember] when your Lord declared, ‘If you are grateful, I will surely 
give you more...} [Surat Ibrāhim: 7] 

The pillars of self-sufficiency: 

If man had a valley of gold, he would wish to have two valleys. 

Happiness does not lie in having abundant worldly possessions. In fact, 

happiness comes when a person only has food for his day, good health, and 

security. The Prophet (may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) is 

authentically reported to have said: “Whoever among you wakes up in the 

morning – secure in his dwelling, healthy in his body, and has his food for 

the day, it is as if the whole world has been given to him.” [Narrated by Al-

Tirmidhi; Hasan (sound)] 
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The way of the righteous.. 

The believer feels reassured for he knows that Allah is the Keeper and the 

Provider and that his sustenance is predestined, so he will not die until he has 

taken it in full. Therefore, he makes his effort while relying upon his Lord and 

disowning his own power and ability. His heart is deeply attached to Allah, the 

Keeper, the All-Provider. He knows that he has no true power or strength except 

through Allah Almighty. 

The Prophet (may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) reported that Allah 

Almighty said: “O My servants, all of you are hungry except those I feed; so, 

ask Me for food and I will feed you.” [Narrated by Muslim] Ibn Rajab (may 

Allah have mercy upon him) said: “One of the righteous predecessors used to ask 

Allah in his prayer for all his needs, even the salt for his dough and the fodder for 

his sheep.” 

If a person recalls Allah’s name “Al-Muqīt”, feels that He is always with Him, 

and puts his trust in His provision, he will attain eternal bliss, which is content in 

this world and in the Hereafter. 

Yet, the Prophet (may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) warned us not 

to give the food needed by one’s family to others in pursuit of Allah’s reward, for 

this charity turns into a sin when a person neglects those under his care and 

upon whom he is required to spend, including his dependents and slaves. 

Indeed, expenditure is linked to the rights of people, and a person’s dependents 

are more in need for his spending and their right upon him is stronger. The 

Prophet (may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) is authentically reported 

to have said: “It is a sufficient sin for a man to neglect those he maintains.” 

[Abu Dāwūd; Hasan (sound)] 

Out of his great concern and care for his family, the Prophet (may Allah’s peace 

and blessings be upon him) used to store for them the food of a whole year. It is 

reported that the Prophet (may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) used to 

sell the palm-trees of Banu al-Nadīr and store for his family their food for a 

whole year. [Narrated by Al-Bukhāri] 
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The Prophet (may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) used to supplicate 

Allah Almighty saying: “Allāhumma ij‘al rizqa āli Muhammad qūtan (O Allah, 

make the provision of the family of Muhammad sufficient for them).” 

[Narrated by Muslim] It means: Make their sustenance sufficient for them so 

that they do not get affected by poverty or humiliated by having to beg others. 

Also, do not give them worldly abundance lest they should incline to it, for the 

worldly life is transient while the Hereafter is everlasting. So, he preferred the 

everlasting over the transient. May Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him and 

those who follow his guidance till the Day of Judgment. 

‘O Allah, we implore You by Your name “Al-Muqīt” to provide for us from Your 

vast bounty and help us remember and worship You properly and be grateful 

servants to You. 

66 

Al-Wāsi‘ (The All-Encompassing) 

When the believers learn about Allah’s name “Al-Wāsi‘”, their hearts get 

attached to His remembrance and they long to see Him. Indeed, their hearts can 

only be satisfied by being humbly submissive to Him, performing Tawāf 

(circumambulation) around His House, standing in prayer to Him, getting out of 

bed for His sake, and sacrificing everything in His cause. Allah Almighty says:  

 [ 156]الأعراف:  ﴾...وَرَحۡمتَىَ وَسَعَتۡ ك له شَىۡءٖ  ...﴿

{...But My mercy encompasses everything...} [Surat al-A‘rāf: 156] 

He also says:  

لكَۡه   لِلّه  ٱوَ  ...﴿  [ 247]البقرة:  ﴾٢٤٧وَ سَع  عَليَمٞ  لِلّه  ٱمَن يشََاءٓ   وَ   ۥي ؤۡتيَ م 

{...Allah gives kingship to whom He wills, and Allah is All-Encompassing, All-
Knowing.} [Surat al-Baqarah: 247] 

Our Lord is the All-Encompassing, the Self-Sufficient. His self-sufficiency and 

generous giving encompass all His creation. 
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He is the All-Encompassing in His essence, names, attributes, actions, 

dominion, and authority. No one can extend adequate praise to Him. He is as He 

has praised Himself. No matter how His servants try to describe Him, they would 

never be able to come close to His true nature or encompass Him in their 

knowledge. 

Our Lord encompasses all things in His knowledge:  

 [ 89]الأعراف:  ﴾...وسََعَ رَبُّنَا ك له شَىۡءٍ عَلۡمًا   ...﴿

{...Our Lord has full knowledge of everything...} [Surat al-A‘rāf: 89] 

Nothing whatsoever is hidden from Him, Exalted be He. He hears the creeping 

of a black ant on a solid rock in a dark night. Everything in the heavens and the 

earth is known to Him. His knowledge comprises the secrets of the hearts and 

the good or evil intents contained therein.  

عۡي نَ ٱيَعۡلَم  خَائٓنََةَ ﴿
َ
خفَۡى   لأۡ ور  ٱوَمَا ت  د   [ 19]غافر:  ﴾١٩لصُّ

{He knows the sneaky glances of the eyes and what the hearts conceal.} [Surat 
Ghāfir: 19] 

ْ ٱوَ  ...﴿ وٓا نه  عۡلَم 
َ
َ ٱأ مۡ فَ  لِلّه سَك  نف 

َ
وه   ٱيَعۡلَم  مَا فيَٓ أ ْ ٱوَ  حۡذَر  وٓا نه  عۡلَم 

َ
َ ٱأ ور  حَليَمٞ  لِلّه  [ 235]البقرة:  ﴾٢٣٥غَف 

{...And know that Allah knows what is in your hearts, so be cautious of Him and 
know that Allah is All-Forgiving, Forbearing.} [Surat al-Baqarah: 235] 

Our Lord, Exalted be He, is All-Encompassing in His forgiveness. He forgives all 

those who repent and return to Him, no matter how great their sins may be.  

 [ 32]النجم:  ﴾... لمَۡغۡفرََةَ  ٱإنَه رَبهكَ وَ سَع   ...﴿

{...Indeed, your Lord is ample in forgiveness...} [Surat an-Najm: 32] 

Our Lord is All-Encompassing as He provides much room for His servants with 

regard to the religion and does not charge them with things beyond their 

capacity. 

﴿ َ ُّواْ فَثَمه وجَۡه   لمَۡغۡربَ   ٱوَ  لمَۡشۡرَق  ٱوَلَِلّه يۡنَمَا ت وَل
َ
َ  ٱفَأ َ ٱإنَه  لِلّه  [ 115]البقرة:  ﴾١١٥وَ سَع  عَليَمٞ  لِلّه
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{To Allah belong the east and the west; wherever you turn, there is the Face of 
Allah. For Allah is All-Encompassing, the All-Knowing.} [Surat al-Baqarah: 115] 

I testify that there is no god other than Allah. 

He is Generous, Merciful, and upon Him we pin our hopes. 

When He is asked, He gives abundantly. 

And He removes harms and afflictions. 

Indeed, He bestows generous favors upon His servants, 

making them self-sufficient and satisfied. 

No matter how much we praise Him, 

He is far Greater and more Majestic. 

The All-Encompassing Lord suffices you against your distress! 

If we understand the meaning of Allah’s name “Al-Wāsi‘”, our fears will go 

away and be replaced with tranquility and hope within our hearts. 

When the farmer who finds the harvest of his crop delayed, as the water 

becomes scarce and his need for his fruits increases every day, knows that Allah 

is All-Encompassing, All-Knowing, he looks up to the sky, gets attached to his 

Lord, and calls out: O Allah, the All-Encompassing in giving, the All-Encompassing 

in mercy and generosity, give me from Your blessings and favors. 

And when the barren man, who is greatly grieved and distressed due to his 

unfulfilled need for a child to play with and to fill his life, remembers that Allah is 

the All-Encompassing, the Most Generous, Who does not turn down a 

supplicant, a new life emerges within him and he calls out:  

يَهةّٗ طَي بََةًۖ  ...﴿ نكَ ذ ر  هد  َ هَبۡ ليَ مَن ل  [ 38]آل عمران:  ﴾...رَب 

{...My Lord, grant me by Your grace virtuous offspring...} [Surat Ᾱl ‘Imrān: 38] 

نتَ خَيۡر     ...﴿
َ
وَأ ا  َ لاَ تذََرۡنيَ فرَۡدّٗ لهَ     ۥلهَ    سۡتَجَبۡنَا ٱفَ   ٨٩  لۡوَ رثَيَنَ ٱرَب  لهَ     ۥوَوهََبۡنَا  صۡلحَۡنَا 

َ
وَأ  ٓۥ  زَوجَۡه     ۥيَحيَۡى  

ونَ فيَ  مۡ كَان واْ ي سَ رعَ  اۖ وكََان واْ لنََا خَ شَعَينَ  لخۡيَۡرَ تَ ٱإنَهه  ا وَرهََبّٗ ونَنَا رغََبّٗ  [ 90-89]الأنبياء:  ﴾٩٠وَيَدۡع 
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{...“My Lord, do not leave me childless, for You are the Best of the Inheritors.” 
So We answered his prayer and gave him John, and made his wife fertile. They 
used to hasten in doing good deeds and used to call upon Us with hope and fear, 
and they were humble before Us.} [Surat al-Anbiyā’: 89-90] 

And the sick person who suffers severe pains, when he remembers that Allah is 

the All-Encompassing Giver, the Healer, and the One Who grants His servants 

sufficiency, he calls out:  

نىََ ...﴿ ن يَ مَسه
َ
رُّ ٱ أ رۡحَم   لضُّ

َ
نتَ أ

َ
 [ 83]الأنبياء:  ﴾٨٣لره حَمَينَ ٱوَأ

{...I have been struck by adversity, and You are the Most Merciful of those who 
show mercy.} [Surat al-Anbiyā’: 83] 

Allah Almighty, thus, removes the grief and distress and grants the remedy. 

Indeed, He is the All-Encompassing Lord. 

The person in heavy debt feels greatly anguished and thinks that there is no 

way out of his tough problem. Yet behold! Allah opens up his heart and makes 

him resort to Him, the All-Encompassing, the Most Generous and he, thus, calls 

out: O You Who fulfill our needs and You are All-Encompassing in Your giving!  

جَيب  ﴿ ن ي  مه
َ
ضۡطَره ٱأ وءَٓ ٱإذََا دَعاَه  وَيَكۡشَف   لمۡ   [ 62]النمل:  ﴾... لسُّ

{Is He [not better] Who responds to the distressed when he calls out to Him, 
and Who relieves suffering...} [Surat an-Naml: 62] 

In response, Allah Almighty helps him repay his debt and He provides for him 

from where he does not expect. Then, the smile appears on his face and he feels 

calm and tranquil.  

َ كَرۡبٖ  لِلّه  ٱق لَ ﴿
َنۡهَا وَمَن ك ل  م م  يك  نَج َ  [ 64]الأنعام:  ﴾...ي 

{Say, “Allah rescues you from it and from every distress...} [Surat al-An’ām: 64] 

The scholar may experience a tough problem and he finds the solution elusive 

and does not know the right thing to do. At this point, he stands in humiliation 

before his Lord, implores Him, and calls out: O You Who are All-Encompassing in 

Your giving and knowledge. O You Who taught Abraham, teach me! O You Who 

granted understanding to Solomon, grant me understanding! 
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Thereupon, help and success arrive and the problem gets solved out of the 

bounty of Allah, the All-Encompassing. 

The husband and wife fall in dispute and get separated, destroying all bonds of 

love between them. Thereafter, each of them goes through a hard time after 

divorce. But then, they resort to their Lord, the All-Encompassing. 

Thereupon, He compensates each of them by someone better than his or her 

previous spouse:  

غۡنَ ﴿ قَا ي  َن سَعَتهََ  لِلّه  ٱوَإِن يَتَفَره ا م 
ا  لِلّه  ٱوكََانَ   ۦ ك ل ّٗ  [ 130]النساء:  ﴾١٣٠وَ سَعًا حَكَيمّٗ

{But if they choose to separate, Allah will compensate both out of His 
abundance, for Allah is All-Encompassing, All-Wise.} [Surat an-Nisā’: 130] 

The deal is profitable.. 

Fearing poverty, a person may refrain from spending and it all goes back to the 

devil’s whispering to him that he will be in trouble and need and calls upon him 

to be stingy.  

يۡطَ ن  ٱ﴿ م     لشه ك  َ   لفَۡقۡرَ ٱيعََد  ب م 
ك  ر  م 
ۡ
وَ   لِلّه  ٱوَ   لفَۡحۡشَاءَٓ  ٱوَيأَ وَفَضۡلّٗاِۗ  َنۡه   م  غۡفرََةّٗ  مه م  ك  عَليَمٞ   لِلّه  ٱيعََد  وَ سَع  

 [ 268]البقرة:  ﴾٢٦٨

{Satan threatens you with poverty and orders you to commit shameful acts, 
but Allah promises you forgiveness and bounty from Him. And Allah is All-
Encompassing, All-Knowing.} [Surat al-Baqarah: 268] 

And then the believer remembers that Allah, the All-Encompassing and the 

Generous, has made this promise:  

ذَا  ﴿ ن  هذَيٱمه َ ٱي قۡرضَ     ل فَي ضَ عفََه    لِلّه ا  حَسَنّٗ وَ    ۥٓلهَ     ۥقرَۡضًا  كَثيَرَةّٗ   ا  ضۡعَافّٗ
َ
وَإِليَۡهَ    لِلّه  ٱأ ط    

وَيَبۡص  يَقۡبضَ  
 [ 245]البقرة:  ﴾٢٤٥ت رجَۡع ونَ 

{Who is it that will lend to Allah a goodly loan, so He will multiply it for him 
manifold? It is Allah Who withholds and gives in abundance, and to Him you will 
be returned.} [Surat al-Baqarah: 245] 

And he remembers this verse:  
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َ ٱبيََدَ  لفَۡضۡلَ ٱق لۡ إنَه  ...﴿ ِۗ وَ  لِلّه  [ 73]آل عمران:  ﴾٧٣وَ سَع  عَليَمٞ  لِلّه  ٱي ؤۡتيَهَ مَن يشََاءٓ 

{Say, “All bounty is in the Hand of Allah; He grants it to whom He wills. And 
Allah is All-Encompassing, All-Knowing.”} [Surat Ᾱl ‘Imrān: 73] 

Thereupon, he spends out of his money, giving a goodly loan to his Lord, being 

sure that Allah Almighty will compensate him in this world and in the Hereafter. 

As a result, he begins to receive abundant mercy and blessings from the All-

Encompassing and Most Generous Lord. 

The tears of the fearful.. 

When the believer remembers his great sins and numerous misdeeds, he feels 

so sad and his eyes begin to shed tears profusely out of fear from the All-

Powerful God. Yet, at this point, he recalls the verse that says:  

 [ 156]الأعراف:  ﴾...وَرَحۡمتَىَ وَسَعَتۡ ك له شَىۡءٖ  ...﴿

{...But My mercy encompasses everything...} [Surat al-A‘rāf: 156] 

And the verse that says: 

 [ 32]النجم:  ﴾... لمَۡغۡفرََةَ  ٱإنَه رَبهكَ وَ سَع   ..﴿

{...Indeed, your Lord is ample in forgiveness...} [Surat an-Najm: 32] 

Thereupon, he declares his repentance and returns to his Lord hoping to be 

included in this verse where Allah Almighty says: 

ل   ﴿ َ بَد  ي  وْلََٰٓئكََ 
 
فأَ ا  صَ لحَّٗ عَمَلّٗا  وعََمَلَ  وَءَامَنَ  تَابَ  مَن  ها  وكََانَ    لِلّه  ٱإلَ حَسَنَ تٖ   ـَ َاتهََمۡ  ا    لِلّه  ٱسَي  ورّٗ غَف 

ا   [ 70]الفرقان:  ﴾٧٠رهحَيمّٗ

{Except those who repent and believe, and do righteous deeds; for them Allah 
will change their evil deeds into good deeds, for Allah is All-Forgiving, Most 
Merciful.} [Surat al-Furqān: 70] 

Moreover, he recalls the invocation made by the angels:  

ا فَ   ...﴿ حۡمةَّٗ وعََلۡمّٗ هذَينَ تاَب واْ وَ   غۡفرَۡ ٱرَبهنَا وَسَعۡتَ ك له شَىۡءٖ ره ْ ٱللَ وا بَع   ﴾٧  لجۡحََيمَ ٱسَبيَلَكَ وَقهََمۡ عَذَابَ    ته
 [ 7]غافر: 
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{...Our Lord, Your mercy and knowledge encompass everything, so forgive 
those who repent and follow Your way, and protect them from the punishment 
of the Blazing Fire.} [Surat Ghāfir: 7] 

So, repentance eliminates agony within his heart and the pain in his soul, and 

Allah makes him one of those who often repent and purify themselves and then 

endows him with uprightness till he passes away, after which he enters Paradise, 

where he will hear:  

نَا مَا لهَ  ﴿  [ 54]ص:  ﴾٥٤مَن نهفَادٍ    ۥإنَه هَ ذَا لرََزقۡ 

{Indeed, this is Our provision [for the righteous] that will never cease.} [Surat 
Sād: 54] 

Messages.. 

Our Lord is the All-Encompassing Whose mercy encompasses all creation.  

مۡ ذ و رَحۡمةَٖ وَ سَعَةٖ   ....﴿ بُّك   [ 147]الأنعام:  ﴾...ره

{...Your Lord is the possessor of infinite mercy...} [Surat al-An‘ām: 147] 

Allah Almighty has made His religion easy for people and removed undue 

restrictions and hardships from them. He eases the duties for the sick, the 

travelers, the elderly, and those who have valid excuses. He does not charge 

them with things beyond their capacity.  

ها و سۡعَهَا  …﴿  [ 233]البقرة:  ﴾ …لاَ ت كلَهف  نَفۡس  إلَ

{...No soul is obligated beyond what it can bear...} [Surat al-Baqarah: 233] 

And he who finds the land restricted for him should know that Allah has made 

the land broad for His servants. He says:  

رۡض   ...﴿
َ
َ ٱوَأ ِۗ   لِلّه  [ 10]الزمر:  ﴾...وَ سَعَة 

{...And Allah’s earth is spacious...} [Surat az-Zumar: 10] 

The most encompassing favor Allah bestows upon His servants is patience. The 

Prophet (may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) is authentically reported 

to have said: “Whoever tries to be patient, Allah will give him patience, and 



  

 

297 

no one is given a better or a more encompassing gift than patience.” 

[Narrated by Al-Bukhāri - this is his wording - and Muslim] 

Patience is involved in all matters related to worship. A person needs patience 

to perform acts of obedience, refrain from sins, and endure the afflictions 

predestined for him. Indeed, our life requires patience all the way until we meet 

our Lord, Exalted be He. 

Al-Hasan al-Basri (may Allah have mercy upon him) said: “Patience is one of 

the treasures of goodness, which Allah does not give except to a servant who is 

honorable in His sight.” 

O Allah, You succor Your servants after they become hopeless, 

show mercy to those who extend their hands to You in total need and 

submission. 

You have accustomed them to Your generous giving without a reason, 

except for a good hope in You to which they are clinging. 

O Allah, the All-Encompassing Bestower, give everyone of us more than what 

we have asked for; indeed, You are competent over everything. 

-- 

67 

Ar-Raqīb (The Ever-Watchful) 

Ibn al-Jawzi (may Allah have mercy upon him) said: “If one reforms his inner 

self, the fragrance of his benevolence will exude, and people’s hearts will smell 

his good scent. How important our inner selves are! When an inner self is 

corrupt, the good outside will be of no avail.” Abu Hafs al-Naysābūri (may Allah 

have mercy upon him) said: “If you sit to address a gathering of people, be a 

preacher of your own heart and self and do not get deceived by their gathering 

around you. They watch your outside, while Allah watches over your inside.” 

One of the highest ranks of the believers in the sight of Allah is the constant 
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feeling that He always watches over us. Praising His sublime essence, Allah 

Almighty says:  

َ ٱإنَه  ...﴿ مۡ رَ  لِلّه ا كَانَ عَلَيۡك   [ 1]النساء:  ﴾١قيَبّٗ

{...For Allah is ever Watchful over you.} [Surat an-Nisā’: 1] 

Our Lord watches over our innermost thoughts and feelings, and He is the 

Preserver from Whose knowledge nothing escapes. 

He is the All-Knowing of what lies within our inner selves and consciences and 

watches over our glances and will hold every person accountable for what he or 

she does. 

Our Lord is Ever-Watchful and He records the deeds of His servants. 

He is Ever-Watchful and Preserving. He preserves His creation and directs its 

affairs in the best and most perfect manner. 

Indeed, He is Ever-Watchful over our thoughts and glances; then what about 

our deeds and movements?! 

ةٖ فيَ  ....﴿ َثۡقَالَ ذَره ب كََ مَن م  رۡضَ ٱ وَمَا يَعۡز ب  عَن ره
َ
مَاءَٓ ٱوَلاَ فيَ    لأۡ ها    لسه كۡبَرَ إلَ

َ
صۡغَرَ مَن ذَ لكََ وَلآَ أ

َ
وَلآَ أ

بيَنٍ   [ 61]يونس:  ﴾٦١فيَ كتََ بٖ مُّ

{...Nothing is hidden from your Lord, not even an atom’s weight on earth nor in 
heaven, nor anything smaller or greater than that, except that it is [written] in a 
clear Record.} [Surat Yūnus: 61] 

He is All-Knowing of the conditions and fluctuations of His servants day and 

night, and all their affairs, open and secret. 

The Ever-Watchful Lord hears, sees, and knows everything, even our innermost 

thoughts before we utter or write them down. 

His absolute knowledge encompasses all that exists and His absolute 

awareness encompasses all created beings. Nothing escapes His knowledge or 

awareness. All secrets and hidden things are not hidden from the Ever-Watchful. 

Indeed, to Him, secrets and open things are all the same. 
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He has succeeded.. 

It is reported that a man came to the Prophet (may Allah’s peace and blessings 

be upon him) and said: “O Messenger of Allah, recite to me a comprehensive 

surah.” The Prophet (may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) recited to 

him Surat az-Zalzalah. When he finished it, the man said: “By the One Who sent 

you with the truth, I will never add anything to that.” 

Then, when the man turned his back and left, the Prophet (may Allah’s peace 

and blessings be upon him) said: “This little man has succeeded.” [Al-

Mustadrak; It was graded Sahīh (authentic) by Al-Hākim and Al-Dhahabi] Sa‘sa‘ah 

ibn Mu‘āwiyah came to the Prophet (may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon 

him) and recited to him:  

ا يرََه  ﴿ ةٍ خَيۡرّٗ ا يرََه   ٧ۥفَمَن يَعۡمَلۡ مَثۡقَالَ ذَره ةٖ شَر ّٗ  [ 8-7]الزلزلة:  ﴾٨ ۥوَمَن يَعۡمَلۡ مَثۡقَالَ ذَره

{So whoever does an atom’s weight of good will see it, and whoever does an 
atom’s weight of evil will see it.} [Surat az-Zalzalah: 7-8] 

Thereupon, he said: “That is enough for me! I do not mind if I would not hear 

anything other than this.” [Narrated by Ahmad; It was graded Hasan (sound) by 

Al-Arnā’ūt] One single verse could give a person a good understanding and make 

him close to his Lord each time he recites it and acts upon it:  

َ ٱإنَه  ...﴿ مۡ رَ  لِلّه ا كَانَ عَلَيۡك   [ 1]النساء:  ﴾١قيَبّٗ

{...For Allah is ever Watchful over you.} [Surat an-Nisā’: 1] 

The believer knows that Allah Almighty watches over him and sees him in all 

situations. He, thus, watches over his own breaths, performs his deeds sincerely 

for Allah’s sake, and heeds Him in whatever he does. He always remembers that 

Allah is Ever-Watchful over him and so he reaches the level of Ihsān (excellence). 

﴿ َ َ رَب  كيَ وَمَحۡيَايَ وَمَمَاتيَ لَِلّه  [ 162]الأنعام:  ﴾١٦٢لۡعَ لَمَينَ ٱ ق لۡ إنَه صَلاَتيَ وَن س 

{Say, “Indeed, my prayer, my sacrifice, my living and my dying are all for Allah, 
Lord of the worlds.} [Surat al-An‘ām: 162] 



  

 

300 

Scholars stated that one of the best acts of obedience is to constantly heed 

Allah Almighty, the Ever-Watchful. 

The company of Allah: 

The more one is heedful of Allah Almighty in his life, the more he enjoys Allah’s 

company. 

So, heed your Lord before and during worship, when you engage in permissible 

things, and when you commit sins. 

Before worship, heed Him by considering your intention and making it sincere 

for Him. The Prophet (may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) said: “And 

every person will get the reward according to what he has intended.” 

[Narrated by Al-Bukhāri] 

During worship, continue to heed Him and be certain that you do what you do 

sincerely for His sake. 

And when you engage in permissible things, heed Him by showing politeness 

and gratitude to Him for His favors. 

And when you are about to commit a sin, you should heed Allah Almighty by 

refraining from the sin and not violating the limits set by Him. The believer 

quickly turns to his Lord in repentance and does not persist in sinning.  

مۡ  ۞﴿ ب كَ  َن ره وٓاْ إلَيَ  مَغۡفرََةٖ م   [ 133]آل عمران:  ﴾...وَسَارعَ 

{And hasten towards forgiveness from your Lord...} [Surat Ᾱl ‘Imrān: 133] 

If you heed Allah Almighty in those four situations, this will yield relief and 

pleasure within your heart. 

A whisper.. 

When Allah Almighty says:  

َ ٱإنَه ...﴿ مۡ رَ  لِلّه ا كَانَ عَلَيۡك   [ 1]النساء:  ﴾١قيَبّٗ

{...For Allah is Ever-Watchful over you.} [Surat an-Nisā’: 1] 

And when He says:  
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َ شَىۡءٖ رهقيَبّٗا لِلّه  ٱوكََانَ  ...﴿
 [ 52]الأحزاب:  ﴾٥٢علَىَ  ك ل 

{...And Allah is Ever-Watchful over all things.} [Surat al-Ahzāb: 52] 

He actually seems to tell us the following: My servant, do you think that if you 

manage to conceal your sins from people, you can also manage to escape from 

Me? 

This speech becomes even more relevant in this time of ours, in which 

temptations are prevalent and easy to reach. 

It is said that the most effective factor in building a person’s character is 

“heedfulness of Allah Almighty” and the strongest factor in destroying a person’s 

character is “heedfulness of people”. 

If you get into seclusion and become alone, do not say: I am alone. 

Rather say: My Lord is Ever-Watchful over me. 

O Allah, we implore You by Your name “Ar-Raqīb” to make us among Your 

close servants who fear You at all times, in public and in secret. O Allah, make us 

moderate in poverty and in richness, and make us just at times of anger and 

content. 

68 

Al-Hasīb (The Ever-Reckoner) 

Ja‘far al-Sādiq (may Allah have mercy upon him) said: “I wonder how a person 

may ever be fearful and not flee to the verse that says:  

 [ 173]آل عمران:  ﴾ ١٧٣ لوَۡكيَل  ٱوَنعَۡمَ  لِلّه  ٱحَسۡب نَا  ...﴿

{Allah is sufficient for us, and He is the best Disposer of affairs.} [Surat ĀI-
‘Imrān: 173] 

I heard Allah say thereafter:  

ْ ٱفَ ﴿ َنَ  نقَلَب وا َ ٱبنَعَۡمَةٖ م  وءٓٞ  لِلّه مۡ س  همۡ يَمۡسَسۡه   [ 174]آل عمران:  ﴾...وَفَضۡلٖ ل
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{So they returned with favor from Allah and bounty, no harm having touched 
them.} [Surat Ᾱl-‘Imrān: 174] 

And I wonder how a person may be distressed and not flee to the verse that 

says:  

نت  مَنَ  ...﴿ بۡحَ نَكَ إنَ يَ ك  نتَ س 
َ
هآ أ هآ إلََ هَ إلَ  [ 87]الأنبياء:  ﴾٨٧لظه لمََينَ ٱ ل

{There is no god but You; Glorified are You. Indeed, I have been of the 
wrongdoers.} [Surat al-Anbiyā’: 87] 

I heard Allah say thereafter:  

جَۨى  لۡغَم َ  ٱ وَنَجهيۡنَ ه  مَنَ   ۥلهَ   سۡتَجَبۡنَا ٱفَ ﴿ ؤۡمَنيَنَ ٱوَكَذَ لكََ ن ـ  [ 88]الأنبياء:  ﴾٨٨لمۡ 

{So We responded to him and saved him from the distress. And thus do We 
save the believers.} [Surat al-Anbiyā’: 88] 

And I wonder how a person may be subject to a cunning plot and not flee to 

the verse that says:  

مۡرَيٓ إلَيَ  ...﴿
َ
فَو ضَ  أ

 
َ  ٱوَأ َ ٱإنَه  لِلّه َ   لِلّه  [ 44]غافر:  ﴾٤٤لۡعَبَادَٱبصََير   ب

{And I entrust my affair to Allah. Indeed, Allah is All-Seeing of [His] slaves.} 
[Surat Ghāfir: 44] 

as I heard Allah say thereafter:  

ْۖ  لِلّه  ٱفَوَقَى ه  ﴿ وا  [ 45]غافر:  ﴾...سَي ـَ َاتَ مَا مَكَر 

{So Allah protected him from the evils they plotted.} [Surat Ghāfir: 45]” 

If you become helpless and find no way and no hope, having lost all the means, 

then say: Allah is Sufficient for me, and He is the best Disposer of affairs! 

If life becomes tough and stressful for you and you fall into distress, then call 

out: Allah is Sufficient for me, and He is the best Disposer of affairs! Soon Allah’s 

support, help, and relief will come to you!  

ْ ٱفَ ﴿ َنَ  نقَلَب وا َ ٱبنَعَۡمَةٖ م  وءٓٞ  لِلّه مۡ س  همۡ يَمۡسَسۡه   [ 174]آل عمران:  ﴾...وَفَضۡلٖ ل

{So they returned with favor from Allah and bounty, no harm having touched 
them.} [Surat Ᾱl-‘Imrān: 174] 
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Allah Almighty introduces Himself to His servants as the One Sufficient for 

them. He says:  

﴿...  َ َ ٱوَكَفَى  ب  [ 6]النساء:  ﴾٦حَسَيبّٗا  لِلّه

{And Allah suffices as Ever-Reckoner.} [Surat an-Nisā’: 6] 

He also says:  

َ ٱإنَه  …﴿ َ شَىۡءٍ حَسَيبًا  لِلّه
 [ 86]النساء:  ﴾٨٦كَانَ علَىَ  ك ل 

{Surely Allah has been Ever-Reckoner over everything.} [Surat an-Nisā’: 86] 

Allah Almighty is the Ever-Reckoner. 

Our Lord is Sufficient for all His servants in everything they need, be it bringing 

benefit or warding off harm. 

His sufficiency is: 

1. General sufficiency that encompasses all creatures, as He brings them into 

existence, gives them their sustenance, and provides them with everything 

needed for the purpose behind their creation.  

هذَيٓ ٱقَالَ رَبُّنَا  ﴿ عۡطَى  ك له شَىۡءٍ خَلقَۡه   ل
َ
 [ 50]طه:  ﴾٥٠ث مه هَدَى    ۥأ

{He Who gave everything its form and then guided it.} [Surat Taha: 50] 

2. Special sufficiency, which is particularly given to His monotheistic servants, 

as He supports and empowers them and defends them against all that is 

unpleasant.  

هَا ﴿ يُّ
َ
أ بَىُّ ٱيََٰٓ بَعَكَ ٱوَمَنَ  لِلّه  ٱ حَسۡب كَ  لنه ؤۡمَنيَنَ ٱمَنَ  ته  [ 64]الأنفال:  ﴾٦٤لمۡ 

{O Prophet, sufficient for you is Allah and for whoever follows you of the 
believers.} [Surat al-Anfāl: 64] 

Our Lord - Glorified and Exalted - is the Ever-Reckoner Who will hold all His 

servants accountable for their deeds on the Day of Judgment and recompense 

them accordingly. Nothing is hidden from Him, and even an atom’s weight in the 

heaven or the earth does not escape His knowledge!  
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ِۗ وَكَفَى  بنََا حَ سَبيَنَ  ...﴿ تيَۡنَا بهََا
َ
َنۡ خَرۡدَلٍ أ  [ 47]الأنبياء:  ﴾ ٤٧وَإِن كَانَ مَثۡقَالَ حَبهةٖ م 

{And if there is [even] the weight of a mustard seed, We will bring it forth. And 
sufficient are We as Reckoners.} [Surat al-Anbiyā’: 47] 

He takes care of you during adversities! 

If someone is intimidated by other than Allah, then says, “Allah is Sufficient for 

me,” He will save and support him. 

Ibrāhīm (Abraham) (peace be upon him) was thrown into the fire and he said, 

“Allah is sufficient for us, and He is the best Disposer of affairs!” As as a result, 

Allah made the fire cool and peace for him. 

And when our Messenger (may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) and 

his Companions (may Allah be pleased with them) were threatened by the 

armies of disbelief and paganism, they said:  

حَسۡب نَا  وَ ....﴿ ْ ٱفَ   ١٧٣  لوَۡكيَل  ٱوَنعَۡمَ    لِلّه  ٱقَال واْ  َنَ    نقَلَب وا م  َ ٱبنَعَۡمَةٖ  وَ   لِلّه وءٓٞ  س  مۡ  يَمۡسَسۡه  همۡ  ل ْ ٱوَفَضۡلٖ  وا بَع   ته
َِۗ ٱرضَۡوَ نَ   [ 174-173]آل عمران:  ﴾١٧٤ذ و فَضۡلٍ عَظَيمٍ  لِلّه  ٱوَ  لِلّه

{Allah is sufficient for us, and He is the best Disposer of affairs. So they 
returned with favor from Allah and bounty, no harm having touched them. And 
they pursued the pleasure of Allah, and Allah is the possessor of great bounty.} 
[Surat Āl-‘Imrān: 173-174] 

Allah is the Ever-Reckoner to Whom His servants extend their hands at the 

latter part of the night, imploring Him to fulfill their needs, remove their distress, 

and guide them. 

Both the strong and the weak are in His Hand, your health is in His Hand, your 

wife is in His Hand, those under your authority are in His Hand, your sustenance 

is in His Hand, kings are in His Hand, oppressors are in His Hand, and your enemy 

is in His Hand! 

You just have to resort to Him and say: Allah is sufficient for us, and He is the 

best Disposer of affairs! 
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Stick to it! 

“Allah is sufficient for us, and He is the best Disposer of affairs” is the key to 

relief and the door to happiness.  

ْ ٱفَ ﴿ َنَ    نقَلَب وا َ ٱبنَعَۡمَةٖ م  وءٓٞ وَ   لِلّه مۡ س  همۡ يَمۡسَسۡه  ْ ٱوَفَضۡلٖ ل وا بَع  َِۗ ٱرضَۡوَ نَ    ته ]آل    ﴾١٧٤ذ و فَضۡلٍ عَظَيمٍ   لِلّه  ٱوَ   لِلّه

 [ 174عمران: 
{So they returned with favor from Allah and bounty, no harm having touched 

them. And they pursued the pleasure of Allah, and Allah is the possessor of great 
bounty.} [Surat Āl-‘Imrān: 174] 

If you fear from illness, loss in your business, poverty, an oppressor, or an 

enemy, say: Allah is Sufficient for me, and He is the best Disposer of affairs! If a 

woman feels afraid at the time of childbirth or fears for her child or herself, let 

her say: Allah is Sufficient for me, and He is the best Disposer of affairs! The 

Prophet (may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) said: “Whoever says in 

the morning and in the evening, ‘Hasbiyallāhu la ilāha illa huwa ‘alayhi 

tawakkaltu wa huwa rabb al-‘arsh al-‘azhīm (Allah is Sufficient for me; 

there is no god but Him; I rely upon Him; and He is the Lord of the 

Magnificent Throne)’ seven times, Allah will suffice him against whatever 

concerns him from the affairs of the worldly life and the Hereafter.” [Ibn 

al-Sunni and Abu Dāwūd as Mawqūf] [Al-Arnā’ūt: authentic chain of narration] 

This statement means: 

O Lord, I resort to You, seek Your refuge and help against what I fear from, and 

rely upon You; indeed, You are Sufficient for me and the source of my hope and 

refuge!  

جَيب  ﴿ ن ي  مه
َ
ضۡطَره ٱأ وءَٓ ٱإذََا دَعاَه  وَيَكۡشَف   لمۡ   [ 62]النمل:  ﴾... لسُّ

{Is He [not best] who responds to the desperate one when he calls upon Him 
and removes evil.} [Surat an-Naml: 62] 

As you know that Allah is Sufficient for you and the Ever-Reckoner, then do not 

present your needs to anyone but Him! 

He is the Ever-Sufficient in protection and defense for His slaves. 
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For the safety of the road! 

As the believer knows that Allah will hold him accountable for all his actions, 

great and small, that nothing whatsoever is hidden from Him, and that the 

reckoning is not difficult for the Creator, the Ever-Reckoner, he becomes 

constantly prepared and heedful of his Lord in all his conditions.  

وٓاْ إلَيَ ﴿ َ ٱث مه ر دُّ م   لِلّه َ  ٱمَوۡلىَ ه  لاَ لهَ   لحۡقَ 
َ
سۡرَع   لحۡ كۡم  ٱأ

َ
وَ أ  [ 62]الأنعام:  ﴾٦٢لۡحَ سَبيَنَ ٱوهَ 

{Then they are returned to Allah, their true Lord. Unquestionably, to Him is the 
judgment, and He is the swiftest of Reckoners.} [Surat al-An‘ām: 62] 

‘Ā’ishah (may Allah be pleased with her) reported: “I heard the Prophet (may 

Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) say in one of his prayers: ‘O Allah, 

subject me to an easy reckoning!’ I said: ‘O Prophet of Allah, what is the 

easy reckoning?’ 

He said: ‘That He looks into his book and pardons him. Indeed, whoever 

gets questioned regarding the reckoning on that Day, O ‘Ā’ishah, will be 

ruined.’” [Narrated by Ahmad] [Sahīh (Authentic)] 

‘Umar ibn al-Khattāb (may Allah be pleased with him) said, “Hold yourself 

accountable before you are held accountable and weigh your deeds before they 

are weighed for you. Get prepared for the greatest presentation. That Day, you 

will be presented for judgment; nothing of you will be left hidden.” 

Al-Qurtubi (may Allah have mercy upon him) said, “A righteous person said, 

‘This is a book; your tongue is its pen; your saliva is its ink; and your organs are 

its papers. You are the one dictating to your angel scribes. Nothing is added 

thereto or omitted therefrom. If you ever deny anything therein, the witness 

against you regarding this matter will be from you.’”  

 ٱ﴿
ۡ
ا   ليَۡوۡمَ ٱكتََ بَكَ كَفَى  بنََفۡسَكَ  قرَۡأ  [ 14]الإسراء:  ﴾١٤عَلَيۡكَ حَسَيبّٗ

{Read your record. Sufficient is yourself against you this Day as a reckoner.} 
[Surat al-Isrā’: 14] 
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A Reminder! 

In the Hereafter, there will be a tribunal in which rights will be returned to 

those to whom they are due. As there will be no money on that Day, good and 

bad deeds will be the basis of settlement. Everyone will be in desperate need 

even to a single good deed in his record. 

The measure for any commodity is decided in line with its value. For example, 

iron is weighed by tonnes, fruits by kilograms, gold by grams, and diamonds by 

carats. But in the Hereafter deeds will be weighed by atoms.  

ا يرََه  ﴿ ةٍ خَيۡرّٗ ا يرََه   ٧ۥفَمَن يَعۡمَلۡ مَثۡقَالَ ذَره ةٖ شَر ّٗ  [ 8-7]الزلزلة:  ﴾٨ ۥوَمَن يَعۡمَلۡ مَثۡقَالَ ذَره

{So whoever does an atom’s weight of good will see it, and whoever does an 
atom’s weight of evil will see it.} [Surat az-Zalzalah: 7-8] 

Be careful about the rights of others. If you take any person’s right unjustly, 

you will not be absolved of it. The Prophet (may Allah’s peace and blessings be 

upon him) would even probably decide some rights in favor of those who were 

more skillful in presenting their arguments. So, he said: “Verily, I am only a 

human and the claimants bring their disputes to me; perhaps some of 

them are more eloquent than others. I judge according to what I hear 

from them. So, if I decide for anyone anything from the right of his 

brother, he should not take it, for indeed I thus give him a portion of fire.” 

[Narrated by Al-Bukhāri and Muslim] 

O Allah, You are Sufficient for us! So, be with us and do not be against us and 

forgive us, our parents, and all Muslims! 

69 

Al-Shahīd (The Witness) - Exalted be He 

Praising His sublime Self by His Name "the Witness", Allah Almighty says:  

َ ٱإنَه  ...﴿ َ شَىۡءٖ شَهَيد   لِلّه
 [ 17]الحج:   ﴾١٧علَىَ  ك ل 
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{Indeed Allah is Witness over all things.} [Surat al-Hajj: 17] 

Allah’s Name "the Witness" occurs 18 times in the Book of Allah. 

Our Lord, Glorified and Exalted, is the One from Whom nothing is hidden, and 

He is the Preserver of all things, and His knowledge encompasses everything. 

Our Lord, Glorified and Exalted, gives the true testimony, supports the 

oppressed, and inflicts retribution upon the oppressor. He hears all sounds, low 

and loud, and sees all creatures, great and minute, for He encompasses all things 

in knowledge. 

Our Almighty Lord bears witness in favor of and against His servants with 

regard to their deeds. His testimony is the basis and origin of all other 

testimonies, and it is the greatest of them all. This is because nothing is hidden 

from Him, and He is a Witness to all; in other words, He knows the facts and 

truths of everything, as He sees and watches them. 

Out of His Majesty, He testifies that He is the One and Just God. He says:  

نهه   لِلّه  ٱشَهَدَ ﴿
َ
وَ وَ   ۥأ ها ه  وْل واْ  لمَۡلََٰٓئكََة  ٱلآَ إلََ هَ إلَ

 
َ  لۡعَلۡمَ ٱوَأ  [ 18]آل عمران:    ﴾...  لقۡسَۡطَ  ٱقَائٓمََ ا ب

{Allah witnesses that there is no god but Him, and [so do] the angels and those 
of knowledge - [that He is] maintaining [creation] in justice.} [Surat Ᾱl-‘Imrān: 18] 

And He bears witness to the truthfulness of the believers who believe in His 

Oneness, and He gives testimony about His messengers and angels. He says:  

﴿....  َ ا  وَكَفَى  ب
ّٗ ول رۡسَلۡنَ كَ للَنهاسَ رَس 

َ
َ ٱوَأ ا  لِلّه  [ 79]النساء:  ﴾٧٩شَهَيدّٗ

{And We have sent you [O Muhammad] to the people as a messenger, and 
sufficient is Allah as Witness.} [Surat an-Nisā’: 79] 

And He gives testimony on behalf of the oppressed who has no witness or 

supporter against the oppressor. This testimony from Him entails help and 

support. Allah Almighty says:  

َ ٱإنَه  ...﴿ َ شَىۡءٖ شَهَيد   لِلّه
 [ 17]الحج:   ﴾١٧علَىَ  ك ل 

{Indeed Allah is Witness over all things.} [Surat al-Hajj: 17] 
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His servants, on the other hand, testify to His Oneness and acknowledge their 

servitude to Him:  

برََب كَ  ﴿ لسَۡت  
َ
أ سَهَمۡ  نف 

َ
أ علَىََٰٓ  مۡ  شۡهَدَه 

َ
وَأ مۡ  يَهتَه  ذ ر  ورهَمَۡ  ه  ءَادَمَ مَن ظ  بنَىَٓ  مَن   رَبُّكَ  خَذَ 

َ
أ بلَىَ  وَإِذۡ  قَال واْ  مۡۖ 
 [ 172]الأعراف:  ﴾...شَهَدۡنآَ  

{And [remember] when your Lord took from the children of Adam - from their 
loins - their descendants and made them testify of themselves, [saying]: “Am I 
not your Lord?” They said: “Yes, we have testified.”} [Surat al-A‘rāf: 172] 

A fact: 

The testimony and watchfulness of people is limited to certain times and 

would necessarily come to an end. People sleep, lose their senses, weaken, and 

then die. Allah Almighty, on the other hand, is the Ever-Living Who never dies 

and His watchfulness is complete and enduring.  

نتَ    ...﴿
َ
نتَ أ يۡتنَىَ ك  ا توََفه ا د مۡت  فيَهَمۡۖ فَلَمه ا مه نت  عَلَيۡهَمۡ شَهَيدّٗ َ شَىۡءٖ    لرهقيَبَ ٱوَك 

نتَ علَىَ  ك ل 
َ
عَلَيۡهَمۡ  وَأ

 [ 117]المائدة:  ﴾١١٧شَهَيد  

{And I was a witness over them as long as I was among them; but when You 
took me up, You were the Observer over them, and You are Witness over all 
things.} [Surat al-Mā’idah: 117] 

The testimony of Allah Almighty is the greatest ever. It is a testimony of a Lord 

Who is Omnipresent and sees all things, and no aspect of the truth is hidden 

from Him - unlike people. So, if Allah testifies for someone, that is enough for 

him, and he does not need the testimony of anyone else.  

كۡبَر  شَهَ دَةّٗۖ ق لَ  ﴿
َ
يُّ شَىۡءٍ أ

َ
ۖ ٱق لۡ أ وحَىَ إلَيَه هَ ذَا    لِلّه 

 
مۡ  وَأ رۡءَان  ٱشَهَيد   بيَنۡىَ وَبَيۡنَك  م بهََ   لقۡ  نذَرَك 

 
وَمَن     ۦلأَ

مَعَ   نه 
َ
أ ونَ  لتَشَۡهَد  مۡ  ئنَهك 

َ
أ َ ٱبلَغََ   ه    لِلّه إنَهمَا  ق لۡ  شۡهَد   

َ
أ هآ  ل ق ل  خۡرَى   

 
أ ا    وَ ءَالهََةً  َمه م  برََيٓءٞ  وَإِنهنىَ  وَ حَدٞ  إلََ هٞ 

ونَ   [ 19]الأنعام:  ﴾١٩ت شۡرَك 
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{Say: "What thing is greatest in testimony?" Say: " Allah is witness between me 
and you. And this Qur'an was revealed to me so that I may warn you thereby and 
whomever it reaches. Do you [truly] testify that there are other gods with 
Allah?" Say: "I will not testify [with you]." Say: "Indeed, He is but one God, and I 
am free of what you associate [with Him]."} [Surat al-An‘ām: 19] 

This testimony is one of the best means whereby we can confront the 

falsehood of our opponents:  

ول   ﴿ هذَينَ ٱوَيقَ  َ   ل ب كَفَى   ق لۡ  ا  
رۡسَلّٗ م  لسَۡتَ  واْ  َ ٱ كَفَر  عَندَه    لِلّه وَمَنۡ  مۡ  وَبَيۡنَك  بيَنۡىَ  عَلۡم     ۥشَهَيدَ ا 

 [ 43]الرعد:  ﴾٤٣لكَۡتَ بَ ٱ

{And those who disbelieve say: “You are not a messenger.” Say: “Sufficient is 
Allah as Witness between me and you, and [the witness of] whoever has 
knowledge of the Scripture.”} [Surat ar-Ra‘d: 43] 

The Day of Presentation! 

When the servants stand before their Lord on the Day of Judgment, He will 

hold them accountable as a Lord Who knows them and is Aware of their secrets 

and a Preserver of their words and deeds.  

َ ٱإنَه  ...﴿ َ شَىۡءٖ شَهَيد   لِلّه
 [ 17]الحج:   ﴾١٧علَىَ  ك ل 

{Indeed Allah is Witness over all things.} [Surat al-Hajj: 17] 

The believer knows that his deeds will not be lost with Allah Almighty.  

ها علَىَ ﴿ جۡرَيَ إلَ
َ
مۡۖ إنَۡ أ وَ لكَ  جۡرٖ فَه 

َ
َنۡ أ م م  لتۡ ك 

َ
َۖ ٱق لۡ مَا سَأ َ شَىۡءٖ شَهَيدٞ  لِلّه

وَ علَىَ  ك ل   [ 47]سبأ:  ﴾٤٧وهَ 

{Say: “Whatever reward I might have asked of you, it is yours. My reward is 
only from Allah, and He is Witness over all things.”} [Surat Saba’: 47] 

As for the disbeliever, nothing of his deeds will be lost. Even if he forgets any of 

them, Allah Almighty has recorded them:  

حۡصَى ه   ...﴿
َ
وه   وَ  لِلّه  ٱأ َ شَىۡءٖ شَهَيد   لِلّه  ٱوَنسَ 

 [ 6]المجادلة:  ﴾٦علَىَ  ك ل 

{Allah had recorded it, while they forgot it; and Allah is Witness over all things.} 
[Surat al-Mujādilah: 6] 
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Your duty! 

He who knows that Allah is a Witness over him inwardly and outwardly will 

feel shy that He should see him commit a sin or something not pleasing to Him. 

He who knows that Allah sees him will perfect his deeds and worship and 

perform them sincerely in order to reach Ihsān, and that is the highest level of 

worship, about which the Prophet (may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) 

said: “To worship Allah as if you see Him. If you cannot see Him, He sees 

you.” [Narrated by Al-Bukhāri and Muslim] 

If you become alone sometimes, 

do not say I am alone! But say: Allah is watching over me! 

Do not ever think that there is something 

hidden from Allah or unknown to Him! 

The believers are always aware that Allah is Ever-Watchful over them and sees 

everything they do, great or small. He says:  

ةٖ فيَ    …﴿ َثۡقَالَ ذَره ب كََ مَن م  رۡضَ ٱوَمَا يَعۡز ب  عَن ره
َ
مَاءَٓ ٱوَلاَ فيَ    لأۡ ها   لسه كۡبَرَ إلَ

َ
صۡغَرَ مَن ذَ لكََ وَلآَ أ

َ
وَلآَ أ

بيَنٍ   [ 61]يونس:  ﴾٦١فيَ كتََ بٖ مُّ

{There is nothing absent from your Lord [even] an atom’s weight on the earth 
or in the heaven or [anything] smaller than that or greater but it is in a clear 
record.} [Surat Yūnus: 61] 

As the Prophet (may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) was sending 

Mu‘ādh to Yemen, he said, “O Messenger of Allah, give me advice.” He said: 

“Fear Allah as much as you can, and remember Allah at every stone and 

tree.” [Narrated by Ahmad] [Sahīh (Authentic)] Ibn al-Qayyim (may Allah have 

mercy upon him) said: “When a person engages in Dhikr a lot on the way, at 

home, on journeys, and in different locations, this increases the witnesses in his 

favor on the Day of Judgment.”  

خۡبَارهََا ﴿
َ
َث  أ حَد   [ 4]الزلزلة:  ﴾٤يوَۡمَئذَٖ ت 

{That Day, it will report its news.} [Surat az-Zalzalah: 4] 
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﴿...  َ َ ٱوَكَفَى  ب ا  لِلّه  [ 79]النساء:  ﴾٧٩شَهَيدّٗ

{And Allah is sufficient as Witness.} [Surat an-Nisā’: 79] 

It was said: He who heeds Allah with regard to his thoughts and feelings, He 

will preserve him with regard to the actions of his body organs. 

If we consider the seven types of people whom Allah will cover under His 

shade on the Day of Judgment, we will find out that the common feature among 

them is that they all believe that Allah is Witness over them and so they worship 

Him as if they could see Him, thereby attaining this great status. 

O Allah, the Witness, we implore You to forgive us, show mercy to us, and 

pardon us, O the Most Merciful of those who show mercy! 

70 

Al-Haqq (The Truth) - Exalted be He 

He has made His evidences clear to those who behold and think, and made His 

signs clear to the worlds. He has rebutted the excuses of the obstinate and the 

arguments of the deniers, thus brightly revealing the proofs of His Lordship and 

Divinity and dispelling doubts and their darkness.  

م  ﴿ م   لِلّه  ٱفَذَ لكَ  ۖ ٱرَبُّك   [ 32]يونس:  ﴾...لحۡقَُّ

{For that is Allah, your Lord, the Truth.} [Surat Yūnus: 32] 

ِۗ ٱ  لمَۡلكَ  ٱ لِلّه  ٱفَتَعَ لىَ ﴿  [ 114]طه:  ﴾.... لحۡقَُّ

{So high exalted is Allah, the King, the Truth} [Surat Taha: 114] 

وٓاْ إلَيَ ﴿ َ ٱث مه ر دُّ م   لِلّه َ  ٱمَوۡلىَ ه   [ 62]الأنعام:  ﴾.... لحۡقَ 

{Thereafter they are returned to Allah, their Lord, the Truth.} [Surat al-An‘ām: 
62] 
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Our Lord is the Truth in His Self, names, attributes, and actions. There is no 

doubt or suspicion regarding Him. He is the true deity worthy of being 

worshiped, and there is no other true god worthy of worship. 

He is the Truth, Exalted be He, and all else are untruth and misguidance. 

Whoever takes other than Allah as a god has indeed adopted a falsehood, a 

fabrication, and untruth.  

نه  ﴿
َ
َ ٱذَ لكََ بأَ وَ    لِلّه ونَ مَن د ونهََ   لحۡقَُّ ٱه  نه مَا يَدۡع 

َ
وَ    ۦوَأ نه    لۡبَ طَل  ٱه 

َ
َ ٱوَأ وَ    لِلّه ]الحج:    ﴾٦٢  لكَۡبيَر  ٱ  لۡعَلىَُّ ٱه 

62 ] 
{That is because Allah is the Truth, and that which they call upon besides Him is 

falsehood, and that Allah is the High, the Great.} [Surat al-Hajj: 62] 

Our Lord is the Truth, His speech is true, His actions are true, meeting with Him 

is true, His messengers are true, His books are true, His religion is true, and 

worshiping Him alone with no partner is the truth; and everything that is rightly 

attributed to Him is the truth.  

ِۗ ٱ  لمَۡلكَ  ٱ لِلّه  ٱفَتَعَ لىَ ﴿  [ 114]طه:  ﴾... لحۡقَُّ

{So high exalted is Allah, the King, the Truth} [Surat Taha: 114] 

‘Abdullāh ibn ‘Abbās (may Allah be pleased with him) reported that whenever 

the Prophet (may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) got up for prayer late 

in the night, he would say: “O Allah, You are the Truth, Your promise is true, 

the meeting with You is true, Your speech is true, Paradise is true, Hellfire 

is true, Muhammad is true, and the Hour is true.” [Narrated by Al-Bukhāri 

and Muslim] 

The conflict! 

There is an permanent conflict between the truth and falsehood. Whoever is 

with Allah is indeed upon the clear truth and will win in this world and in the 

Hereafter.  

وَ  ﴿ هذَيٓ ٱه  ولهَ    ل رَس  رۡسَلَ 
َ
َ    ۥأ دَى  ٱب َينَ ٱعلَىَ     ۥليَ ظۡهَرَه    لحۡقَ َ ٱوَديَنَ    لهۡ  كَرهََ    ۦك ل هََ   لد  ونَ ٱوَلوَۡ  شۡرَك   ﴾٣٣لمۡ 

 [ 33]التوبة: 
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{It is He who has sent His Messenger with guidance and the religion of truth to 
manifest it over all religions, although they who associate partners with Allah 
dislike it.} [Surat at-Tawbah: 33] 

The believers follow the truth.  

نه  ﴿
َ
هذَينَ ٱذَ لكََ بأَ واْ    ل ْ ٱكَفَر  وا بَع  نه    لۡبَ طَلَ ٱ   ته

َ
هذَينَ ٱوَأ ْ ٱءَامَن واْ    ل وا بَع  ب هََمۡ  كَذَ لكََ يضَۡربَ     لحۡقَه ٱ  ته   لِلّه  ٱمَن ره

مۡ  مۡثَ لَه 
َ
 [ 3]محمد:  ﴾٣للَنهاسَ أ

{That is because those who disbelieve follow falsehood, and those who believe 
follow the truth from their Lord. Thus does Allah present to the people their 
comparisons.} [Surat Muhammad: 3] 

And they urge and advise one another to hold fast to the truth:  

سۡرٍ   لإۡنَسَ نَ ٱإنَه    ١لۡعَصۡرَ ٱوَ ﴿ ها    ٢لفََى خ  هذَينَ ٱإلَ وعََمَل واْ    ل َ   لصه لحََ تَ ٱءَامَن واْ  ب وَتوََاصَوۡاْ   لحۡقَ َ ٱوَتوََاصَوۡاْ 
 َ بۡرَ ٱب  [ 3-1]العصر:  ﴾٣لصه

{By the time, Indeed, mankind is in loss, Except for those who believe, do 
righteous deeds, and advise one another to truth and advise one another to 
patience.} [Surat al-‘Asr] 

He who rejects the truth after it became apparent to him is indeed arrogant 

and wrongful to himself. The Prophet (may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon 

him) said: “Arrogance is to reject the truth and despise people.” [Narrated 

by Muslim] 

Where is the way? 

Many people still search for the truth so as to be guided to the True God. 

Some rely upon the call of natural disposition within them.  

َ ٱفطَۡرَتَ  ....﴿ اسَ ٱفَطَرَ  لهتىَٱ لِلّه  [ 30]الروم:  ﴾...عَلَيۡهَا    لنه

{The natural disposition that Allah has created people upon.} [Surat ar-Rūm: 
30] 
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While others turn to the principle of causality, which establishes that every 

made thing must have a maker, every incident must have an agent that causes it 

to happen, and every system must have an organizer. 

Some others deal with this issue on the basis of calculation. They are the 

people of doubt and suspicion. They ultimately reach the conclusion that the 

safer choice for them in terms of their worldly life and that of the Hereafter is to 

believe in Allah, the Hereafter, resurrection, and reckoning. As the poet says, 

“Both the diviner and physician say the bodies will not be resurrected! To them 

I say: If you are right, I will lose nothing! 

But if you are wrong, then you both will be losers!” 

Doubt does not lead to salvation. Allah Almighty says:  

فيَ  ۞﴿
َ
مۡ أ ل ه  َ ٱقَالتَۡ ر س   فَاطَرَ  لِلّه

ٞ مَ وَ تَ ٱشَك  رۡضَ  ٱوَ  لسه
َ
 [ 10]إبراهيم:  ﴾... لأۡ

{Can there be doubt about Allah, the Creator of the heavens and earth?} [Surat 
Ibrāhīm: 10] 

There are some among them who are still in confusion and polytheism. We 

seek refuge with Allah from misguidance after bring guided!  

ب كََ  ۞﴿ نزَلَ إلَيَۡكَ مَن ره
 
مَآ أ نه

َ
فَمَن يَعۡلَم  أ

َ
وْل واْ  لحۡقَُّ ٱأ

 
ر  أ عۡمَىَٰٓ  إنَهمَا يَتَذَكه

َ
وَ أ لۡبَ بَ ٱكَمَنۡ ه 

َ
]الرعد:  ﴾١٩لأۡ

19 ] 
{Then is he who knows that what has been revealed to you from your Lord is 

the truth like one who is blind? Only the people of understanding will take 
heed.} [Surat ar-Ra‘d: 19] 

The truth is: Everything that is proved to draw us closer to Allah Almighty is 

true, and everything that keeps us away from Him is false and wrong.  

حَبُّونَ ﴿ نت مۡ ت  َ ٱ ق لۡ إنَ ك  م   تهبعَ ونيَ ٱفَ  لِلّه حۡببَۡك   [ 31]آل عمران:  ﴾… لِلّه  ٱي 

{Say: “If you really love Allah, then follow me, Allah will love you.”} [Surat Ᾱl-
‘Imrān: 31] 

Ibn Taymiyyah (may Allah have mercy upon him) said, “A person is not 

righteous by merely knowing the truth without loving, wanting, and following it.” 
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Indeed, the real disaster for a person is not affliction in himself or his wealth or 

children, but in his religion. That is the biggest disaster and irreparable loss. 

Doubt replaces certainty, and thus he sees the truth as untruth and the untruth 

as truth and sees the right as wrong and the wrong as right. 

Settle at the valley of salvation! 

Could there ever be a great distress or hardship that is not easy to Allah 

Almighty? Indeed, Allah is the Truth, His speech is true, and His promise is true. 

So, it behooves us to trust our Lord, rely upon Him, expect bounty and 

benevolence from Him, and be attached to His promises. He alone brings benefit 

and removes harm. His kindness engulfs all, and there is wisdom in whatever He 

does. With every hardship and distress, He puts ease and relief. After the night, 

morning comes, and after famine comes rain. 

Allah Almighty does not turn down the supplication of a true believer, for He is 

the Truth and His promise is true. In the Qur'an, He says:  

م   ﴿ رَبُّك  ونيَٓ ٱوَقَالَ  إنَه    دۡع  مۡ   لكَ  سۡتَجَبۡ 
َ
هذَينَ ٱأ جَهَنهمَ   ل ل ونَ  سَيَدۡخ  عَبَادَتيَ  عَنۡ  ونَ  يسَۡتَكۡبرَ 

 [ 60]غافر:  ﴾٦٠دَاخَريَنَ 

{And your Lord says: “Call upon Me; I will respond to you.” Indeed, those who 
disdain My worship will enter Hell humiliated.} [Surat Ghāfir: 60] 

Hence, all your problems will be solved, all your pains will come to an end, all 

your dreams will be real, and all your tears will turn into smiles. So, rest assured! 

Your poverty will end, your thirst will be quenched, and after separation and 

severance of ties, there will be reunion and connection. Allah Almighty says:  

َۖ ٱفَتَوكَهلۡ علَىَ ﴿ بيَنَ ٱ لحۡقَ َ ٱإنَهكَ علَىَ  لِلّه  [ 79]النمل:  ﴾٧٩لمۡ 

{So rely upon Allah; indeed, you are upon the clear truth.} [Surat an-Naml: 79] 

O Allah, show us what is true as true and help us follow it, and show us what is 

false as false and help us keep away from it! 

71 



  

 

317 

Al-Mubīn (The Evident) - Exalted be He 

Stick to the door of your Lord, the Evident, seek honor and power from the 

Ever-Mighty and All-Knowing God, and implore Him by worshiping Him, and He 

will bestow His grace upon you. 

If you obey Him, He honors you and bestows His favors upon you; and if you 

neglect your duties, He shows mercy to you and gives you respite. And if you 

turn to Him in repentance, He accepts your repentance. And if you commit sins 

and act wrongly, He conceals them for you! 

Our hearts are only alive by virtue of closeness to Him, and the tears only flow 

out of fear of being away from Him, or in hope for being connected with Him. 

Someone rightly said, “By Allah, how desolate a path is if Allah did not secure 

it, and how misguided a path is if Allah is not your guide!” 

We are in dire need to reach the door of Allah, the Evident, so as to make our 

way clear. 

Let us approach the lights of one of the names of Allah Almighty, namely Al-

Mubīn (the Evident). 

Praising Himself, Allah Almighty says:  

م   لِلّه  ٱيوَۡمَئذَٖ ي وَف يَهَم  ﴿ نه  لحۡقَه ٱديَنَه 
َ
ونَ أ َ ٱوَيَعۡلَم  وَ  لِلّه بيَن  ٱ لحۡقَُّ ٱه   [ 25]النور:  ﴾٢٥لمۡ 

{That Day, Allah will pay them in full their deserved recompense, and they will 
know that it is Allah Who is the Truth, the Evident.} [Surat al-Nūr: 25] 

Evident means clear and apparent. 

Our Lord, Exalted be He, is the Evident to all creatures and Whose existence 

and oneness is evident, and so is the fact that there is no partner to Him in His 

lordship, divinity, names, or attributes. 

And it is our Almighty Lord Who shows to His servants the path of guidance 

and makes clear to them the deeds that entail reward and those that entail 

punishment. On the Day of Judgment, the doubts of the hypocrites who used to 

argue about Allah’s promises in the worldly life, will go away. 



  

 

318 

Being evident is one of the greatest Attributes of Allah Almighty. 

He is Evident in two ways: 

First: Allah is Evident through His books and revelations which He sent down to 

His prophets and messengers:  

َنَ  ...﴿ م م  َ ٱقدَۡ جَاءَٓك  بيَنٞ  لِلّه  [ 15]المائدة:  ﴾١٥ن ورٞ وَكتََ بٞ مُّ

{There has come to you from Allah a light and an evident Book.} [Surat al-
Mā’idah: 15] 

Second: He is Evident through the signs He created which are indicating to 

their Creator.  

مَ وَ تَ ٱإنَه فيَ خَلقَۡ ﴿ رۡضَ ٱوَ  لسه
َ
هيۡلَ ٱ خۡتلََ فَ ٱوَ  لأۡ هَارَ ٱوَ  ل وْليَ   لنه

 
لۡبَ بَ ٱ لَأٓيَ تٖ ل أَ

َ
 [ 190]آل عمران:  ﴾١٩٠لأۡ

{Indeed, in the creation of the heavens and earth and the alternation of the 
night and day are signs for those who understand.} [Surat Ᾱl-‘Imrān: 190] 

In everything there is a sign proving that He is the One God. 

As the Qur’an is evident, so were the messengers of Allah (peace be upon 

them). Prophet Nūh is quoted in the Qur’an as saying:  

بيَنٞ ﴿ ها نذََيرٞ مُّ ناَ۠ إلَ
َ
 [ 115]الشعراء:  ﴾١١٥إنَۡ أ

{I am only an evident warner.} [Surat ash-Shu‘arā’: 115] 

Allah Almighty commanded Prophet Muhammad (may Allah’s peace and 

blessings be upon him) to say:  

بيَن  ﴿ ناَ۠ نذََيرٞ مُّ
َ
مَآ أ نه

َ
هآ أ  [ 70]ص:  ﴾٧٠إنَ ي وحَىَٰٓ إلَيَه إلَ

{It has only been revealed to me that I am a clear warner.} [Sād: 70] 

Moreover, Allah Almighty informs His servants in His books and by the tongues 

of His messengers that, on the Day of Judgment, He will clarify the things about 

which they differ in the worldly life. He says:  

مۡ يوَۡمَ  ...﴿ نت مۡ مَا   لۡقَيَ مَةَٱوَليَ بَي نَنَه لكَ  ونَ  ك   [ 92]النحل:  ﴾٩٢فيَهَ تَخۡتَلفَ 
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{And He will surely make evident to you on the Day of Resurrection that over 
which you used to differ.} [Surat an-Nahl: 92] 

If the truth is made evident to someone and he still turns away from it, his 

recompense will be a painful punishment. Allah Almighty says:  

م  ﴿ َن  بَعۡدَ مَا جَاءَٓتكۡ  ْ ٱفَ  لبَۡي نََ ت  ٱفَإنَ زَللَۡت م م  وٓا نه  عۡلَم 
َ
َ ٱأ  [ 209]البقرة:  ﴾٢٠٩عَزيَز  حَكَيم   لِلّه

{But if you deviate after evident proofs have come to you, then know that 
Allah is All-Mighty, All-Wise.} [Surat al-Baqarah: 209] 

Likewise, he who conceals the truth subjects himself to curse. Allah Almighty 

says:  

هذَينَ ٱإنَه  ﴿ مَنَ    ل نزَلنَۡا 
َ
أ مَآ  ونَ  دَى  ٱوَ   لبَۡي نََ تَ ٱيكَۡت م  فيَ    لهۡ  للَنهاسَ  بَيهنه ه   مَا  بَعۡدَ  وْلََٰٓئكََ   لۡكَتَ بَ ٱمَن  

 
أ

م   م   لِلّه  ٱيلَۡعَن ه   [ 159]البقرة:  ﴾١٥٩ لله عَن ونَ ٱوَيَلۡعَن ه 

{Indeed, those who conceal what We sent down of clear proofs and guidance 
after We made it clear for the people in the Scripture - those are cursed by Allah 
and cursed by those who curse.} [Surat al-Baqarah: 159] 

The people of intellects! 

Allah, the Evident, made His signs clear to those who think and observe1. 

 
1 The author of the book "Allah Ahl al-Thanā’ Wa al-Majd" says: “The believer 

does not need anyone to affirm to him the existence of Allah Almighty or explain 

to him the necessity of faith. But I will cite here some excerpts, words, 

testimonies, and admissions by a number of scientists, intellectuals, and 

philosophers. Dr. Henry Link, the well-known psychiatrist, who had disbelieved in 

religion, opposed faith, and denied the existence of God, returned after a long 

and unique journey and said, ‘Religion is the belief in some power as the source 

of life. This power is: the power of God, the One Who directs the universe, and is 

the Creator of the heavens.’ Mr. Hush said, ‘As the scope of science widens, we 

get strong increasing proofs of the existence of a more intelligent creator whose 

power is unlimited and endless. Geologists, mathematicians, astronomers, and 

physicists have all cooperated to construct the edifice of science, which is: the 
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Showing His signs for the whole creation and rebutting the excuses of those 

who are obstinate, Allah Almighty says:  

ن جَعَلَ  ﴿ مه
َ
رۡضَ ٱأ

َ
ا وجََعَلَ لهََا رَوَ سَىَ وجََعَلَ بَينَۡ    لأۡ نهَۡ رّٗ

َ
ا وجََعَلَ خَلَ لَهَآ أ عَ   لبَۡحۡرَيۡنَ ٱقرََارّٗ ءَلَ هٞ مه

َ
حَاجَزًاِۗ أ

َ  ٱ ونَ   لِلّه يَعۡلَم  لاَ  مۡ  كۡثَر ه 
َ
أ جَيب     ٦١بلَۡ  ي  ن  مه

َ
ضۡطَره ٱأ وَيَكۡشَف     لمۡ  دَعاَه   وءَٓ ٱ إذََا  لفََاءَٓ   لسُّ خ  مۡ  وَيجَۡعَل ك 

رۡضَ  ٱ
َ
عَ  لأۡ ءَلَ هٞ مه

َ
َ  ٱأ ونَ  لِلّه ر  ا تذََكه ل مَ تَ  ٦٢قَليَلّٗا مه مۡ فيَ ظ  ن يَهۡدَيك  مه

َ
َيَ حَ ٱوَمَن ي رۡسَل   لبَۡحۡرَ ٱوَ  لۡبَر َ ٱ أ ا  لر  ب شۡرَ 

عَ    ٓۦِۗ بَينَۡ يدََيۡ رَحۡمتَهََ  ءَلَ هٞ مه
َ
َ  ٱأ ونَ    لِلّه  ٱتعََ لىَ    لِلّه ا ي شۡرَك  اْ    ٦٣عَمه ن يَبۡدَؤ  مه

َ
ه    لخۡلَقَۡ ٱأ م    ۥث مه ي عَيد  ق ك  وَمَن يرَۡز 

َنَ  مَاءَٓ ٱم  رۡضَ  ٱوَ  لسه
َ
عَ   لأۡ ءَلَ هٞ مه

َ
َ  ٱأ نت مۡ صَ دَقيَنَ  لِلّه مۡ إنَ ك   [ 64-61]النمل:  ﴾٦٤ق لۡ هَات واْ ب رۡهَ نَك 

 
edifice of the greatness of God alone.’ For his part, Herbert Spencer elaborated 

in his treatise 'Education' on this issue. He said, ‘Science disproves superstitions, 

yet it does not contradict religion itself.’ Then, he mentioned a number of 

examples, saying, ‘When a scientist looks into a drop of water and knows that it 

is composed of oxygen and hydrogen in a particular percentage, which, if 

significantly changed, would turn the water into something else, he believes in 

the greatness, power, and wisdom of the Creator more than non-physicists, who 

see nothing in the drop of water except that it is merely a drop of water!’ Sir 

John Arthur Thomson, the well-known Scottish physicist and author, in the series 

of books titled 'Science and Religion', said, ‘We decide on the basis of insight that 

the greatest service done by science is that it led man to an idea about God that 

is nobler and more sublime.’ As for William James, the famous psychologist, he 

said, ‘There is an inseparable bond between God and us. If we subject ourselves 

to His guidance, all our wishes and hopes will be accomplished.’” 
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{Is He [not best] who made the earth a stable ground and placed within it 
rivers and made for it firm mountains and placed between the two seas a 
barrier? Is there a deity with Allah? [No], but most of them do not know. Is He 
[not best] who responds to the desperate one when he calls upon Him and 
removes evil and makes you inheritors of the earth? Is there a deity with Allah? 
Little do you remember. Is He [not best] who guides you through the darknesses 
of the land and sea and who sends the winds as glad tidings before His mercy? Is 
there a deity with Allah? High exalted is Allah above whatever they associate 
with Him. Is He [not best] who begins creation and then repeats it and who 
provides for you from the heaven and earth? Is there a deity with Allah? Say: 
"Produce your proof, if you should be truthful."} [Surat an-Naml: 61-64] 

Glory be to the One Whose magnificence and clear signs dazzle the minds and 

eyes of those who know Him and walk on the path to Him! 

Consider the plants on earth, with all its different kinds, and have a close look 

at all the wonderful creatures in the world, 

which clearly point to the One Creator, Who has no partner. 

In the concluding verses of Surat Āl-‘Imrān, Allah Almighty praises people of 

intellects as they open their insights to receiving His signs in the universe and 

turn to Him with their hearts while standing, sitting, and lying on their sides. 

Their hearts are filled with faith, and their hands are raised up to Allah in sincere 

supplication, asking Him for guidance. So, the response comes as follows:  

َن  بَعۡضٖ  فَ   سۡتَجَابَ ٱفَ ﴿ م م  ك  نثَى   بَعۡض 
 
وۡ أ
َ
َن ذَكَرٍ أ م م  َنك  ضَيع  عَمَلَ عَ مَلٖ م 

 
ن يَ لآَ أ

َ
مۡ أ مۡ رَبُّه  هذَينَ ٱلهَ    ل

 َ سَي ـَ َات مۡ  عَنۡه  رََنه  كَف 
 
لأَ وَق تلَ واْ  وَقَ تَل واْ  سَبيَلىَ  فيَ  وذ واْ 

 
وَأ دَيَ رهَمَۡ  مَن  واْ  خۡرجَ 

 
وَأ واْ  مۡ هَاجَر  دۡخَلَنهه 

 
وَلأَ هَمۡ 

نهَۡ ر  ٱجَنه تٖ تَجرَۡي مَن تَحۡتهََا 
َ
َنۡ عَندَ  لأۡ َ  ٱثوََابّٗا م  سۡن     ۥعَندَه   لِلّه  ٱوَ  لِلّه وَابَ ٱح   [ 195]آل عمران:  ﴾١٩٥لثه

{And their Lord responded to them: “Never will I allow the work of [any] 
worker among you to be lost, whether male or female; you are of one another. 
So those who emigrated or were evicted from their homes or were harmed in 
My cause or fought or were killed - I will surely expiate for them their misdeeds, 
and I will surely admit them to gardens under which rivers flow, as reward from 
Allah, and with Allah is the best reward.”} [Surat Ᾱl-‘Imrān: 195] 
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O Allah, we implore You by Your name "the Evident" to admit us into the 

Gardens of Bliss and save us from Hellfire, O Lord of the worlds! 

72 

Al-Muhīt (The Encompassing) - Exalted be He 

Ibn Hajar (may Allah have mercy upon him) said, “The more a person is 

knowledgeable of Allah and His names, attributes, actions, and rulings, the more 

fearful and heedful of Him he becomes. Indeed, fear of Allah decreases as much 

as knowledge of Him decreases. 

When a person knows that Allah is the Encompassing, he feels reassured, his 

grief goes away, and his heart gets attached to his Encompassing Lord.” 

Allah Almighty informs His servants that He is the Encompassing. He says:  

َ مَا فيَ ﴿ مَ وَ تَ ٱوَلَِلّه رۡضَ  ٱوَمَا فيَ   لسه
َ
ا  لِلّه  ٱوكََانَ  لأۡ حَيطّٗ َ شَىۡءٖ مُّ

 [ 126]النساء:  ﴾١٢٦بكَ ل 

{And to Allah belongs whatever is in the heavens and whatever is on the earth. 
And Allah is ever Encompassing of all things.} [Surat an-Nisā’: 126] 

Nothing whatsoever escapes the knowledge of our Lord, Exalted and Glorified 

be He, be it great or small, outward or inward. He describes Himself saying:  

لآَ إنَهه   ...﴿
َ
حَيطُۢ  ۥأ َ شَىۡءٖ مُّ

 [ 54]فصلت:   ﴾٥٤بكَ ل 

{Surely He is Encompassing of all things.} [Surat Fussilat: 54] 

His encompassing includes His knowledge and His watchfulness of all things, as 

it includes His power and the fact that nothing can escape Him. He also 

encompasses things by His authority and judgment. 

It is stated in Sharh Al-Tahāwiyyah, “As for Him being Encompassing, Allah 

Almighty says:  

حَيطُۢ لِلّه  ٱوَ ﴿  [ 20]البروج:  ﴾٢٠مَن وَرَائٓهََم مُّ

{And Allah encompasses them from all sides.} [Surat al-Burūj: 20] 
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لآَ إنَهه  ﴿
َ
َن ل قََاءَٓ رَب هََمِۡۗ أ مۡ فيَ مَرۡيَةٖ م  لآَ إنَهه 

َ
حَيطُۢ  ۥأ َ شَىۡءٖ مُّ

 [ 54]فصلت:  ﴾٥٤بكَ ل 

{Surely He is Encompassing of all things.} [Surat Fussilat: 54] 

This, however, does not mean that the creatures are inside the Holy Self of 

Allah - far Exalted is He above that saying! 

Yet, it means that He encompasses everything by His greatness, knowledge, 

and power. Ibn ‘Abbās (may Allah be pleased with him) said, ‘The seven heavens 

and the seven earths and what exists therein and between them are in the Hand 

of the Most Merciful, like a mustard seed in the hand of anyone of you.’” 

He is the Encompassing! 

He encompasses His servants in a complete and perfect manner. None can 

escape His knowledge or power. He encompasses their selves, words, and deeds. 

In the Qur’an, He says:  

نه  ...﴿
َ
َ ٱوَأ َ شَىۡءٍ عَلۡمَ ا لِلّه

حَاطَ بكَ ل 
َ
 [ 12]الطلاق:  ﴾١٢قَدۡ أ

{And that Allah has encompassed all things in knowledge.} [Surat at-Talāq: 12] 

This is the general encompassing of the inhabitants of the heavens and the 

earth, which is the encompassing of mercy. 

As for His specific encompassing, that is of power and vanquishing, which 

includes His threat to the sinful and obstinate people. 

This name more often comes along with threats to the disbelievers and 

hypocrites. Allah Almighty knows their cunning plots and their lies, and He 

encompasses them from all sides, and is Ever-Watchful over them. To Him they 

will all return ultimately, and none of them can escape! 

About the disbelievers, Allah Almighty says:  

َ  لِلّه  ٱوَ  ....﴿ حَيطُۢ ب  [ 19]البقرة:  ﴾١٩لۡكَ فرَيَنَ ٱم 

{But Allah is Encompassing of the disbelievers.} [Surat al-Baqarah: 19] 

And about people who show off and act boastfully, He says:  
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كَ ﴿ ون واْ  تكَ  هذَينَ ٱوَلاَ  وَرئَاَءَٓ    ل ا  بَطَرّٗ دَيَ رهَمَ  مَن  واْ  اسَ ٱخَرجَ  سَبيَلَ    لنه عَن  ونَ  دُّ َ  ٱوَيَص  بمََا    لِلّه  ٱوَ   لِلّه
حَيطٞ   [ 47]الأنفال:  ﴾٤٧يَعۡمَل ونَ م 

{And do not be like those who came forth from their homes boastfully and to 
be seen by people and avert [them] from the way of Allah. And Allah is All-
Encompassing of what they do.} [Surat al-Anfāl: 47] 

And Allah Almighty says about the people who gloat and devise evil plots from 

among the disbelievers and the hypocrites:  

رُّ ﴿ يضَ  لاَ  واْ  وَتَتهق  واْ  تصَۡبرَ  وَإِن  بهََاۖ  واْ  يَفۡرحَ  سَي ئََةٞ  مۡ  ت صَبۡك  وَإِن  مۡ  ؤۡه  تسَ  حَسَنَةٞ  مۡ  تَمۡسَسۡك  مۡ إنَ  ك 
ِۗ إنَه  مۡ شَيۡـ ًا ه  َ ٱ كَيۡد  حَيطٞ  لِلّه  [ 120]آل عمران:  ﴾١٢٠بمََا يَعۡمَل ونَ م 

{If good touches you, it distresses them; but if harm strikes you, they rejoice at 
it. And if you are patient and fear Allah, their plot will not harm you at all. 
Indeed, Allah is All-Encompassing of what they do.} [Surat Āl-‘Imrān: 120] 

When the punishment of Allah descends upon some people, it encompasses 

them:  

حَيطٖ ....﴿ مۡ عَذَابَ يوَۡمٖ مُّ خَاف  عَلَيۡك 
َ
 [ 84]هود:  ﴾٨٤وَإِن يَٓ أ

{Verily I fear for you the torment of an encompassing Day.} [Surat Hūd: 84] 

On the Day of Judgment, Hellfire will encompass the disbelievers:  

هَا  ...﴿ رَادقَ  حَاطَ بهََمۡ س 
َ
عۡتَدۡناَ للَظه لمََينَ ناَرًا أ

َ
 [ 29]الكهف:  ﴾...إنَهآ أ

{Indeed, We have prepared for the wrongdoers a fire whose walls will 
encompass them.} [Surat al-Kahf: 29] 

Rest assured! 

As the believer knows that Allah Almighty is the Encompassing, he feels 

reassured and relies upon his Lord and fears Him. He does not think that Allah’s 

support will come late, nor does he despair of His mercy or lose hope for relief. 

Indeed, relief will come to him without any doubt! 
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He knows that the scuttling of the ship is an act of complete kindness, the 

killing of the boy is an act of perfect mercy, and the concealment of the treasure 

of the two orphans is an act of utmost loyalty.  

حطَۡ بهََ ﴿ ا  ۦوَكَيۡفَ تصَۡبرَ  علَىَ  مَا لمَۡ ت  بۡرّٗ  [ 68]الكهف:  ﴾٦٨خ 

{And how can you have patience in something about which you have no 
knowledge?} [Surat al-Kahf: 68] 

Yet all matters are predestined and happen at certain times, not before or 

after. Indeed, everything with Allah has a determined term:  

ِۗ إنَه ....﴿ مۡ شَيۡـ ًا ه  مۡ كَيۡد  ك  رُّ واْ لاَ يضَ  واْ وَتَتهق  َ ٱ وَإِن تصَۡبرَ  حَيطٞ  لِلّه  [ 120]آل عمران:  ﴾١٢٠بمََا يَعۡمَل ونَ م 

{And if you are patient and fear Allah, their plot will not harm you at all. 
Indeed, Allah is Encompassing of what they do.} [Surat Āl-‘Imrān: 120] 

However, Allah Almighty set a certain measure for everything. It has a specific 

time, which it cannot miss. So, when something is predestined to happen, none 

can delay it or bring it forward even for a single hour. 

Any distress has its specific term after which it goes away. So, we should not be 

in rush to get what we want and get rid of unpleasant things. This is not our 

decision or responsibility. What we are required to do is to pursue the proper 

means and display patience. Indeed, help and relief from Allah Almighty reach 

those who seek it everywhere! 

Ibrāhīm (Abraham) (peace be upon him) was surrounded and thrown into the 

fire. And then it was nothing but coolness and peace for him! 

Likewise, Yūsuf (Joseph) (peace be upon him) was surrounded by his siblings, 

who threw him into the well. And he was surrounded another time by the 

governor’s wife and other women with her. And he was put in jail. But Allah, the 

Encompassing, dispelled the plots of the enemies and granted victory and 

support to Yūsuf, putting him in charge of the treasures of the country at the 

time. 
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The household of the mother of Mūsa (Moses) (peace be upon him) was 

surrounded, and she had to throw him into the river. Yet, this turned out 

favorably for her and him, and he returned to her while she was reassured. 

Pharaoh surrounded Moses (peace be upon him) and his followers, yet this 

ended up in destruction for Pharaoh and victory for Moses! 

The disbelievers surrounded the Prophet’s house, and he left Makkah, expelled 

and sorrowful. Then, Allah Almighty encompassed his enemies and he later came 

back to the city, victorious! 

As the believer recalls that Allah is the Encompassing, he increases in faith and 

pleasure about his Lord and he flees to Him, being humbly submissive to His 

greatness and commands, in line with the verse that says:  

وٓاْ إلَيَ ﴿ َۖ ٱففَرَُّ بيَنٞ  لِلّه َنۡه  نذََيرٞ مُّ م م   [ 50]الذاريات:  ﴾٥٠إنَ يَ لكَ 

{Therefore flee to Allah. Surely I am a clear warner to you from Him.} [Surat 
adh-Dhāriyāt: 50] 

To You I seek refuge, and who else can grant refuge! 

Give refuge to a weak servant who needs Your protection! 

I have tried every refuge in my life but found no refuge 

more mighty and honorable than Your refuge! 

So, answer my supplication and respond to my earnest request. 

Indeed, whoever supplicates You and turns to You in hope is never 

disappointed! 

O Allah, we implore You by Your Name "the Encompassing" to encompass our 

enemies with punishment and give us relief from every distress and a way out 

from every hardship! 

73 - 74 - 75 - 76 
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Al-Awwal - Al-Ākhir - Al-Zhāhir - Al-Bātin (The First - 
The Last - The Outward - The Inward) - Exalted be He 

Allah Almighty praises His Sublime Self, saying:  

وَ ﴿ ل  ٱه  وه
َ
ۖ ٱوَ  لظه هَر  ٱوَ  لۡأٓخَر  ٱوَ  لأۡ َ شَىۡءٍ عَليَم   لبَۡاطَن 

وَ بكَ ل   [ 3]الحديد:  ﴾٣وهَ 

{He is the First and the Last, and the Manifest and the Hidden; and He is All-
Knowing of everything.} [Surat al-Hadīd: 3] 

The Prophet (may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) said: “Allāhumma 

rabb as-samāwāti wa rabb al-ard wa rabb al-‘arsh al-‘azhīm rabbana wa 

rabba kulli shay’ fāliq al-habbi wa an-nawa wa munzil al-tawrāh wa al-injil 

wa al-furqān a‘udhu bika min sharri kulli shay’in anta ākhidhun binasiyatih 

(O Allah, the Lord of the seven heavens and the Lord of the Magnificent 

Throne. Our Lord and the Lord of everything, the Splitter of the grain and 

the date-stone, the Revealer of the Torah, the Gospel, and the Furqān 

(the Qur’an), I seek refuge in You from the evil of everything that You 

seize by the forelock.) Allāhumma anta al-awwalu fa laysa qablaka shay’ 

wa anta al-ākhiru fa laysa ba‘daka shay’ wa anta al-zhāhiru fa laysa 

fawqaka shay’ wa anta al-bātinu fa laysa dūnaka shay’ iqdi ‘anna ad-dayn 

wa aghnina min al-faqr (O Allah, You are the First; nothing was before 

you. You are the Last; nothing will be after You. You are the Outward; 

nothing is above You. You are the Inward; nothing is below You. Remove 

our debts from us and enrich us against poverty!)” [Narrated by Muslim] 

He is the First, before Whom there was nothing. 

He is the Last, after Whom there will be nothing. 

He is the Manifest, above Whom there is nothing. 

He is the Hidden, below Whom there is nothing. 

All these names revolve around the meaning that Allah Almighty encompasses 

His creation in terms of time and place. 
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The Names "the First and the Last" indicate that He is Encompassing in time, 

for there is nothing before Him; all things came into existence after Him, and He 

preceded them all. 

And there is nothing after Him. He is the Ever-Lasting and will remain after all 

His creation perish. 

Allah’s Names "the Outward and the Inward" indicate that He encompasses His 

creation in terms of place. He is above everything, and nothing is higher than 

Him. He is High above the Throne, and the Throne is the highest among created 

things. And Allah Almighty is High and Exalted in terms of His Self, status, 

attributes, and vanquishing power. 

And nothing is below Allah Almighty, the Inward. This means that He 

encompasses all things and is nearer to them than their own selves. He watches 

over all consciences and knows the innermost thoughts and feelings. 

Although He is Exalted and High above the Throne and over the heavens, He is 

near to His servants and watchful over their outward and inward aspects.  

ه   ۦوَنَعۡلَم  مَا ت وسَۡوسَ  بهََ  لإۡنَسَ نَ ٱوَلقََدۡ خَلقَۡنَا ﴿ قرَۡب  إلَيَۡهَ مَنۡ حَبۡلَ  ۖۥ نَفۡس 
َ
 [ 16]ق:  ﴾١٦لوَۡريَدَ ٱوَنَحۡن  أ

{And We have already created man and know what his soul whispers to him, 
and We are closer to him than [his] jugular vein.} [Surat Qāf: 16] 

وه  يَعۡلَمۡه   ﴿ وۡ ت بۡد 
َ
مۡ أ وركَ  د  واْ مَا فيَ ص  خفۡ  ِۗ ٱق لۡ إنَ ت  مَ وَ تَ ٱوَيَعۡلمَ  مَا فيَ    لِلّه  رۡضَ  ٱوَمَا فيَ    لسه

َ
َ   لِلّه  ٱوَ   لأۡ

علَىَ  ك ل 
 [ 29]آل عمران:  ﴾٢٩شَىۡءٖ قَدَيرٞ 

{Say: “Whether you conceal what is in your hearts or reveal it, Allah knows it.”} 
[Surat Ᾱl-‘Imrān: 29] 

He is close to you! 

He hears your speech and sees your deeds. Nothing of your secrets is hidden 

from Him. 

One day the Prophet (may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) heard his 

Companions supplicate to Allah Almighty loudly. Thereupon, he said: “O people, 

do not trouble yourselves too much. He Whom you are invoking is not 
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deaf or absent, rather you are invoking an All-Hearing and All-Seeing 

(Lord).” [Narrated by Al-Bukhāri and Muslim] 

You whisper in your prostration: “Subhāna rabbi al-A‘la (Glory be to my Lord, 

the Most High!)” And behold! The heavens open their doors to your supplication 

and the Lord hears you. Do not ever think that He is distant or that any secret of 

yours could be hidden from Him! 

He hears the creeping of a black ant on a hard rock in a dark night!  

هَا  .﴿ ها يَعۡلَم  ط  مَن وَرَقَةٍ إلَ  [ 59]الأنعام:   ﴾...وَمَا تسَۡق 

{Not a leaf falls but that He knows it.} [Surat al-An‘ām: 59] 

Out of His wisdom and grace, He reminds us that He initiated the creation of all 

created beings and that they are all slaves to Him. So, as He alone brought us 

into existence, we should also worship and love Him alone as the One and Only 

God. 

Do not get bored of standing! 

If you become helpless and surrounded by fears, remember that He is the First 

and the Last, that He is close to you, and that He is Able to do all things and is 

Vanquisher over His servants, and He directs every matter from the heaven to 

the earth and then it ascends to Him. And remember that He is Watchful over 

your innermost thoughts and feelings. 

Thus, your heart has a Lord to turn to, a God to worship, and an Eternal Refuge 

to rely upon for the fulfillment of needs and relief from distress. If this settles in 

you, your heart will be joyful, your soul will calm down, your conscience will be 

at ease, and relief will be at hand, as you know that Allah is the First and the 

Last, and the Manifest and the Hidden, and that He is Able to do all things. 

The fire did not burn Ibrāhīm (peace be upon him) on account of divine care 

and protection.  

ا وَسَلَ مًا علَىََٰٓ إبَرَۡ هيَمَ ﴿ ونيَ برَۡدّٗ  [ 69]الأنبياء:  ﴾٦٩ق لۡنَا يَ نَار  ك 

{We said: “O fire, be cool and safety for Abraham.”} [Surat al-Anbiyā’: 69] 
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Also, Mūsa (peace be upon him) did not drown at the sea, because he said 

with a confident voice while believing in the power of Allah,  

 [ 62]الشعراء:  ﴾٦٢قَالَ كَلهاۖٓ إنَه مَعَىَ رَب يَ سَيَهۡدَينَ ﴿

{He said: “No, indeed, with me is my Lord; He will guide me.”} [Surat ash-
Shu‘arā’: 62] 

And as Yūnus (peace be upon him) was in the belly of the whale, he called out,  

نت  مَنَ  ...﴿ بۡحَ نَكَ إنَ يَ ك  نتَ س 
َ
هآ أ هآ إلََ هَ إلَ  [ 87]الأنبياء:  ﴾٨٧لظه لمََينَ ٱ ل

{There is no god but You; Glorified are You. Indeed, I have been of the 
wrongdoers.} [Surat al-Anbiyā’: 87] 

A weak voice that was released from the three layers of darkness: the darkness 

of the night, the darkness of the sea, and the darkness in the belly of the whale. 

It pierced these layers and headed towards the heaven. Thereupon, relief came. 

And for the helpless person there are subtle and kind acts in the unseen! 

They had already been predestined for him! 

A turning point! 

A person cannot confront events alone, nor can he deal with disasters and 

grave matters. This is because he is created weak and powerless, unless he relies 

upon his Lord, as he knows that He is the First Who had preceded everything, 

and the Last Who will remain after everything, and that He is the Manifest Who 

is above everything and the Hidden Who is closer to everything. 

No heaven can hide another heaven from Him, nor can an earth hide another 

earth. Manifest cannot cover hidden things from Him because hidden things are 

manifest to Him, the unseen is seen, the distant is near, and the secret is overt 

for Him. 

How blissful he is who gets attached to Allah Almighty, learns the names of his 

Lord, reforms his own inner self, performs his deeds with sincerity, clings to 

patience, and places his trust in the Creator! That is devotion along with pure 

love and affection. 
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Longing for Him grips and shakes me! 

Ibn al-Qayyim (may Allah have mercy upon him) said, “Learning these four 

names - the First, the Last, the Manifest, the Hidden - is the pillar of knowledge. 

It behooves a person to know them as much as his ability and understanding can 

take him.” 

He is the First and the Last! 

Nothing had preceded Him, and nothing will come after Him! 

Knowing these four names and their meanings have profound impact in 

warding off Satan’s whisperings. 

A man called Abu Zumayl came to the prominent scholar of the Ummah, 

‘Abdullāh ibn ‘Abbās (may Allah be pleased with him) and asked him, “O Ibn 

‘Abbās, I find something within my heart.”He said, "What is it?" He said, “By 

Allah, I will not reveal it.” He said, “Is it something of doubt?” Then he laughed 

and added, “No one could be safe from that, until Allah Almighty revealed:  

إلَيَۡكَ فسَۡـ َلَ  ﴿ نزَلنَۡآ 
َ
أ آ  َمه ٖ م  نتَ فيَ شَك  هذَينَ ٱفَإنَ ك  مَن    لحۡقَُّ ٱمَن قَبۡلكََ  لقََدۡ جَاءَٓكَ    لكَۡتَ بَ ٱيَقۡرَء ونَ    ل

ونَنه مَنَ  ب كََ فَلاَ تكَ  مۡتَرَينَ ٱره  [ 94]يونس:  ﴾٩٤ لمۡ 

{So if you are in doubt [O Muhammad] about what We have revealed to you, 
then ask those who have been reading the Scripture before you. The truth has 
certainly come to you from your Lord; so never be among those who doubt.} 
[Surat Yūnus: 94] 

” Then, he said to me, “If you find something within your heart, say,  

وَ ﴿ ل  ٱه  وه
َ
ۖ ٱوَ  لظه هَر  ٱوَ  لۡأٓخَر  ٱوَ  لأۡ َ شَىۡءٍ عَليَم   لبَۡاطَن 

وَ بكَ ل   [ 3]الحديد:  ﴾٣وهَ 

{He is the First and the Last, the Manifest and the Hidden; and He is All-
Knowing of everything.} [Surat al-Hadīd: 3]” 

O Allah, the First and the Last and the Manifest and the Hidden, reform our 

innermost selves, grant us a good end in all affairs, and save us from disgrace in 

this world and in the Hereafter! 

-- 
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77 

Al-Wakīl (The Disposer of affairs) - Exalted be He 

Let us pause a little and ponder the verse that says:  

هذَيٱ لۡحَى َ ٱوَتوَكَهلۡ علَىَ ﴿ َ  ل وت  وَسَب حَۡ بَحَمۡدَه َ  ۦوَكَفَى  بهََ   ۦ لاَ يَم  ن وبَ عَبَادهَ  [ 58]الفرقان:  ﴾٥٨خَبيَرًا  ۦبذَ 

{And rely upon the Ever-Living Who does not die, and glorify Him with His 
praise. Sufficient is He with the sins of His servants, All-Aware.} [Surat al-Furqān: 
58] 

This is a call from the King, the Vanquisher, to every believing man and woman. 

A call to everyone who is sick, distressed, or under debt. A call to everyone who 

is fearful or hesitant! 

He informs us that He is the Disposer of affairs and the One Able to do all 

things. He can turn all your problems into solutions, your pains into wellness and 

soundness, your dreams into reality, your fears into security, and your tears into 

smiles! 

I disown my power and strength, and stand before my Lord with utmost 

humility! 

Rid your soul of its weakness, anxiety, and reluctance and let it relish comfort 

under the shades of Allah, the Disposer of affairs, in the those lines as we reflect 

upon this noble name. 

Allah Almighty says:  

َ شَىۡءٖ وَكيَلٞ  ...﴿
وَ علَىَ  ك ل   [ 102]الأنعام:  ﴾١٠٢وهَ 

{And He is Disposer of all things.} [Surat al-An‘ām: 102] 

The scholars said: The Disposer of affairs is the One in charge of managing the 

affairs of His creation by His knowledge, perfect power, and all-inclusive wisdom. 
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He is the One Who undertakes to provide for His servants, take care of their 

interests, manage their affairs, and guide them to what is beneficial and what is 

harmful to them in this life and the in Hereafter. 

This is the general meaning of managing of affairs, which applies to all 

creation.  

َ شَىۡءٖ وَكيَلٞ  لِلّه  ٱ﴿
وَ علَىَ  ك ل  َ شَىۡءٖ  وهَ 

 [ 62]الزمر:  ﴾٦٢خَ لقَ  ك ل 

{Allah is the Creator of all things, and He is Disposer of all affairs.} [Surat az-
Zumar: 62] 

But there is a special meaning for Disposer, which specifically applies to the 

pious servants of Allah who obey and love Him. He facilitates ease for them, 

keeps them away from hardships, and take charge of their affairs. 

Hence, Allah Almighty commanded His Prophet (may Allah’s peace and 

blessings be upon him) and the whole Ummah to rely upon Him. He says:  

هذَيٱ لۡحَى َ ٱوَتوَكَهلۡ علَىَ ﴿ وت   ل  [ 58]الفرقان:  ﴾...لاَ يَم 

{And rely upon the Ever-Living who does not die.} [Surat al-Furqān: 58] 

He singles them out with His love, in this verse:  

َ ٱإنَه  ....﴿ حَبُّ  لِلّه تَوكَ لَيَنَ ٱي   [ 159]آل عمران:  ﴾١٥٩لمۡ 

{Indeed, Allah loves those who rely [upon Him].} [Surat Āl-‘Imrān: 159] 

Reliance upon Allah is a sign of belief and piety and a trait of the believers. It is 

one of the best degrees of attachment to the most beautiful names of our Lord. 

To the truthful! 

Ibn al-Qayyim (may Allah have mercy upon him) said, “Reliance upon Allah is 

half the religion, and the other half is turning to Him. Indeed, religion is seeking 

the help of Allah and worshiping Him.” 

Reliance upon Allah: is seeking help from Him, and turning to Him: is the 

worship. 
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Reliance upon Allah increases with the increase of faith and decreases with its 

decrease. He who does not rely upon his Lord has no faith.  

َ ٱوَعلَىَ  ...﴿ ؤۡمَنيَنَ  لِلّه نت م مُّ  [ 23]المائدة:  ﴾٢٣فَتَوكَهل وٓاْ إنَ ك 

{And upon Allah rely, if you should be believers.} [Surat al-Mā’idah: 23] 

Allah Almighty provides sufficiency for us as long as we rely upon Him.  

َ ٱوَمَن يَتَوكَهلۡ علَىَ  ...﴿ وَ حَسۡب ه   لِلّه  [ 3]الطلاق:  ﴾... ۥفَه 

{And whoever relies upon Allah, then He is sufficient for him.} [Surat at-Talāq: 
3] 

Be sincere in your reliance upon Allah and you will get what you want, even if 

it was something great. The Prophet (may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon 

him) said: “If only you rely on Allah the way you should, He will provide for 

you as He provides for birds; they set out hungry in the morning and 

return with full bellies in the evening.” [Narrated by At-Tirmidhi] [Sahīh 

(Authentic)] We all wish to attain a high rank in the sight of Allah Almighty in this 

world and in the Hereafter. This does not actually happen except to those who 

sincerely rely upon their Lord. Their hearts entertain such reliance, while their 

tongues utters the following words at the time of adversities,  

 [ 173]آل عمران:  ﴾ ١٧٣ لوَۡكيَل  ٱوَنعَۡمَ  لِلّه  ٱحَسۡب نَا  ...﴿

{Allah is sufficient for us, and He is the best Disposer of affairs.} [Surat Ᾱl-
‘Imrān: 173] 

So, the greatness, miracles, and protection of Allah Almighty appear for His 

close servants.  

 [ 173]آل عمران:  ﴾ ١٧٣ لوَۡكيَل  ٱوَنعَۡمَ  لِلّه  ٱحَسۡب نَا  ...﴿

{Allah is sufficient for us, and He is the best Disposer of affairs.} [Surat Ᾱl-
‘Imrān: 173] 

Abraham (peace be upon him) said it when he was thrown into the fire. Then, 

what was the result?  
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ا وَسَلَ مًا علَىََٰٓ إبَرَۡ هيَمَ ﴿ ونيَ برَۡدّٗ  [ 69]الأنبياء:  ﴾٦٩ق لۡنَا يَ نَار  ك 

{We said: “O fire, be cool and safety upon Abraham.”} [Surat al-Anbiyā’: 69] 

And our Prophet (may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) and his 

Companions (may Allah be pleased with them) said it when it was said to them:  

اسَ ٱإنَه  ...﴿ فَ   لنه مۡ  لكَ  واْ  جَمعَ  مۡ ٱ قَدۡ  حَسۡب نَا    خۡشَوهۡ  وَقَال واْ  ا  إيَمَ نّٗ مۡ  ]آل    ﴾١٧٣  لوَۡكيَل  ٱوَنعَۡمَ    لِلّه  ٱفزََادَه 

 [ 173عمران: 
{“Indeed, the people have gathered against you, so fear them." But it [merely] 

increased them in faith, and they said: "Allah is sufficient for us, and He is the 
best Disposer of affairs.”} [Surat ĀI-‘Imrān: 173] 

And what was the result?  

ْ ٱفَ ﴿ َنَ  نقَلَب وا َ ٱبنَعَۡمَةٖ م  وءٓٞ  لِلّه مۡ س  همۡ يَمۡسَسۡه   [ 174]آل عمران:  ﴾...وَفَضۡلٖ ل

{So they returned with favor from Allah and bounty, no harm having touched 
them.} [Surat ĀI-‘Imrān: 174] 

If you reach this rank, then you have attained His love, Glorified and Exalted be 

He.  

َ  ٱفَإذََا عَزَمۡتَ فَتَوكَهلۡ علَىَ  ...﴿ َ ٱإنَه  لِلّه حَبُّ  لِلّه تَوكَ لَيَنَ ٱي   [ 159]آل عمران:  ﴾١٥٩لمۡ 

{And when you decide, then rely upon Allah. Indeed, Allah loves those who rely 
[upon Him].} [Surat Ᾱl-‘Imrān: 159] 

In addition to this love, He gives you a great reward:  

فَمَتَ ع   ﴿ شَىۡءٖ  َن  م  وتيَت م 
 
أ ةَ ٱ فَمَآ  نۡيَا  ٱ  لحۡيََو  عَندَ    لدُّ َ ٱوَمَا  رَب هََمۡ    لِلّه وَعلَىَ   ءَامَن واْ  هذَينَ  للَ بۡقَى  

َ
وَأ خَيۡرٞ 

 [ 36]الشورى:  ﴾٣٦يَتَوكَهل ونَ 

{So whatever thing you have been given, it is but [for] enjoyment of the 
worldly life. But what is with Allah is better and more lasting for those who 
believe and rely upon their Lord.} [Surat ash-Shūra: 36] 

To those who rely upon their Lord! 

Be sincere in your reliance upon Allah, and He will protect you from Satan.  
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لۡطَ ن  علَىَ   ۥليَۡسَ لهَ    ۥإنَهه  ﴿ هذَينَ ٱس   [ 99]النحل:  ﴾٩٩ءَامَن واْ وَعلَىَ  رَب هََمۡ يَتَوكَهل ونَ  ل

{Indeed, he has no authority over those who believe and rely upon their Lord.} 
[Surat an-Nahl: 99] 

If the enemies set traps of cunning plots against you, set for them the wall of 

reliance upon Allah.  

لقََوۡمَهَ   تلۡ  ٱوَ  ۞﴿ قَالَ  إذَۡ  ن وحٍ   
َ
نَبَأ بِـَٔايَ تَ    ۦعَلَيۡهَمۡ  وَتذَۡكيَرَي  قَامىَ  مه م  عَلَيۡك  كَب رَ  كَانَ  إنَ  َ ٱيَ قَوۡمَ   لِلّه

َ ٱفَعَلىَ   ةّٗ    لِلّه مه غ  مۡ  عَلَيۡك  مۡ  ك  مۡر 
َ
أ نۡ  يكَ  لاَ  ث مه  مۡ  رَكَاءَٓك  وَش  مۡ  مۡرَك 

َ
أ وٓاْ  جۡمَع 

َ
فأَ ْ ٱ  ث مه توَكَهلۡت   وٓا وَلاَ   قۡض  إلَيَه 

ونَ   [ 71]يونس:  ﴾٧١ت نظَر 

{And recite to them the news of Noah, when he said to his people, “O my 
people, if my residence and my reminding of the signs of Allah has become 
burdensome upon you, then I rely upon Allah. So resolve upon your plan and 
[call upon] your associates. Then let not your plan be obscure to you. Then carry 
it out upon me and do not give me respite.”} [Surat Yūnus: 71] 

Whoever wants victory against the enemies and relief from distress should rely 

upon Allah Almighty.  

م  ﴿ رۡك  مۡ فَمَن ذَا  لِلّه  ٱإنَ يَنص  لكۡ  مۡۖ وَإِن يَخۡذ  هذَيٱفَلاَ غاَلبََ لكَ  َ  ل َن  بَعۡدَه م م  ك  ر  َ ٱوَعلَىَ  ِۦۗ ينَص  فَلۡيَتَوكَهلَ   لِلّه
ؤۡمَن ونَ ٱ  [ 160]آل عمران:   ﴾١٦٠لمۡ 

{If Allah should aid you, no one can overcome you; but if He should forsake 
you, who is there that can aid you after Him? And upon Allah let the believers 
rely.} [Surat Ᾱl-‘Imrān: 160] 

And if people abandon you, turn to the Disposer of affairs and rely upon Him.  

لۡ حَسۡبَىَ ﴿ هوۡاْ فَق  وَ رَبُّ  لِلّه  ٱ فَإنَ توََل ۖ وهَ  وَۖ عَلَيۡهَ توَكَهلۡت  ها ه   [ 129]التوبة:   ﴾١٢٩لۡعَظَيمَ ٱ لۡعَرۡشَ ٱلآَ إلََ هَ إلَ

{But if they turn away, say, “Allah is Sufficient for me; there is no god but Him. 
On Him I rely, and He is the Lord of the Great Throne.”} [Surat at-Tawbah: 129] 

If you are required to engage in reconciliation and reform, engage through 

reliance upon Allah:  
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لۡمَ فَ  ۞﴿ واْ للَسه َ  ٱلهََا وَتوَكَهلۡ علَىَ  جۡنَحۡ ٱوَإِن جَنَح  وَ   ۥإنَهه   لِلّه مَيع  ٱه   [ 61]الأنفال:  ﴾٦١ لۡعَليَم  ٱ لسه

{And if they incline to peace, then incline to it [also] and rely upon Allah. 
Indeed, it is He who is the All-Hearing, the All-Knowing.} [Surat al-Anfāl: 61] 

If faith settles in your heart and you know that your matter lies in the Hands of 

the Almighty Lord, do not rely then upon anyone but Him:  

وَ عَلَيۡهَ توَكَهلۡت  وَإِليَۡهَ مَتَابَ  ...﴿ ها ه  وَ رَب يَ لآَ إلََ هَ إلَ  [ 30]الرعد:  ﴾٣٠ق لۡ ه 

{Say: “He is my Lord; there is no god but Him. Upon Him I rely, and to Him is 
my return.”} [Surat ar-Ra‘d: 30] 

Whoever persistently relies upon his Lord in all situations, He will be sufficient 

for him:  

َ  ٱوَتوَكَهلۡ علَىَ ﴿ َ  لِلّه َ ٱوَكَفَى  ب  [ 3]الأحزاب:  ﴾٣وَكيَلّٗا  لِلّه

{And rely upon Allah. And Allah is sufficient as Disposer of affairs.} [Surat al-
Ahzāb: 3] 

Before going out! 

Excellent man is he who goes out of his house while relying upon his Lord, and 

so Allah is sufficient for him and the Disposer of his affairs. The Prophet (may 

Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) said: “When a man goes out of his 

house and says, ‘In the name of Allah, I rely upon Allah; there is no power 

nor strength except through Allah,’ the following will be said to him at 

that time: ‘You are guided, defended, and protected.’ The devils will go far 

from him and another devil will say: ‘How can you deal with a man who 

has been guided, defended, and protected?’” [Narrated by Abu Dāwūd] 

[Sahīh (Authentic)] The Prophet’s Companions felt sad and troubled when they 

heard the Prophet (may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) say: “How can 

I be at ease when the one with the Trumpet has put his lips to the 

Trumpet waiting to hear the order to blow it?” When he perceived that 

they felt sad and troubled, he said to them: “Say: Allah is sufficient for us, 
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and He is the best Disposer of affairs; upon Allah we rely.” [Narrated by Al-

Tirmidhi] [Sahīh (Authentic)] 

A Reminder! 

The concept of reliance upon Allah has disappeared from the lives of many 

people. They forgot Allah, Glorified and Exalted, and so He forgot them, and they 

abandoned reliance upon their Lord, and so He left them to their own selves. 

A person falls ill and he pins his hopes upon physicians and medicines, which 

are mere means, and he forgets the Lord of the heavens and the earth in Whose 

Hand cure lies. 

Another person gets in trouble and suffers hardships and tribulations and 

becomes sad and distressed. So, he turns to his friends and loved ones for help, 

and forgets the Almighty Lord! 

The enemies plot against him and his foes besiege him, and so he remains in 

severe anguish and distress, being heedless of the One Who is closer to him than 

his jugular vein - Glorified and Exalted be He. 

Ibn Al-Jawzi (may Allah have mercy upon him) said, “A pious person should 

know that Allah Almighty is sufficient for him, and so he should not attach his 

heart to the means. Allah Almighty says:  

َ ٱوَمَن يَتَوكَهلۡ علَىَ  ....﴿ وَ حَسۡب ه   لِلّه  [ 3]الطلاق:  ﴾... ۥفَه 

{And whoever relies upon Allah, then He is sufficient for him.} [Surat at-Talāq: 
3] 

” Others understand reliance upon Allah to mean passive reliance with no 

effort or pursuit of the proper means. For example, a group of the people from 

Yemen set out for Hajj without taking the required provisions for the journey, 

saying, “We rely upon our Lord!” Then, they began to beg food from people. 

Thereupon, Allah Almighty revealed:  

د واْ فَإنَه خَيۡرَ  ...﴿ ادَٱوَتزََوه قۡوَى   ٱ لزه  [ 197]البقرة:   ﴾... لته

{And take provisions, indeed, the best provision is fear of Allah.} [Surat al-
Baqarah: 197] 
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In other words: take such provisions that save your faces and protect you from 

the humiliation of begging. 

Some people say, “My sustenance had already been predestined; so, why 

should I make effort?!” 

A man asked the Prophet (may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him), “O 

Messenger of Allah, should I tie it and rely upon Allah or release it and rely 

upon Him?" He (may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) said: “Tie it and 

rely upon Allah.” [Narrated by At-Tirmidhi] [Hasan (Sound)] Allah Almighty 

says:  

وَ  ﴿ هذَيٱه  م     ل رۡضَ ٱجَعَلَ لكَ 
َ
ّٗا فَ   لأۡ ْ ٱذَل ول وا زَۡقهََ   مۡش  ور  ٱوَإِليَۡهَ    ۖۦ فيَ مَنَاكبَهََا وكَ ل واْ مَن ر  ]الملك:    ﴾١٥  لنُّش 

15 ] 
{It is He who made the earth subservient to you - so walk among its slopes and 

eat of His provision - and to Him is the resurrection.} [Surat al-Mulk: 15] 

So, taking the proper means does not contradict reliance upon Allah. In fact, 

reliance upon Him is not valid without pursuing the proper means; otherwise, 

this would be nothing but idleness and false reliance!  

نبَۡنَا وَإِليَۡكَ  ..﴿
َ
 [ 4]الممتحنة:  ﴾٤لمَۡصَير  ٱعَلَيۡكَ توَكَهلۡنَا وَإِليَۡكَ أ

{Our Lord, upon You we have relied, and to You we have returned, and to You 
is the destination.} [Surat Al-Mumtahanah: 4] 

The path is from here! 

How can I rely upon Allah Almighty in my life? 

First: You should know His Beautiful Names and Attributes. The more Allah is 

revered and extolled within your heart, the closer you get to Him. 

Second: Trust Him and think positively of Him. “I am as My servant thinks of 

Me.” [Narrated by Ibn Mājah] [Sahīh (Authentic)] This person who spends in 

charity does so only because he trusts Allah Almighty and knows that He will give 

him better compensation. Likewise, he who gets out of bed and stands before 

Allah in prayer does so only because he thinks positively of his Lord. The same 
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holds true for those who perform Hajj, ‘Umrah, and other acts of worship and 

piety. Third: Renounce your own power and admit your weakness before your 

Lord. Show your need to Him and supplicate Him to not leave you to your own 

devices or to any of His servants. An authentic Hadīth contains this supplication: 

“Allāhumma rahmataka arju fa la takilni ila nafsu tarfata ‘ayn (O Allah, I hope for 

Your mercy. So, do not leave me to my own devices even for the blink of an 

eye!” [Narrated by Ahmad] [Sahīh (Authentic)] 

Fourth: Pursue the means to fulfill your needs, which include supplication to 

Allah. 

Fifth: Remember the power of Allah and His ability to transform conditions and 

that in His Hand is the dominion of the heavens and the earth, and He is Able to 

do all things. Always remember that treasures of everything lie in the Hand of 

Allah. So, you can only entrust your affairs to Him as a weak and helpless child 

who depends upon his father - and for Allah is the highest attribute!  

مۡرَيٓ إلَيَ ﴿
َ
فَو ضَ  أ

 
مۡ  وَأ ق ول  لكَ 

َ
ونَ مَآ أ ر  َ  ٱفسََتَذۡك  َ ٱإنَه   لِلّه َ  لِلّه  [ 44]غافر:  ﴾٤٤لۡعَبَادَٱبصََير   ب

{And I entrust my affair to Allah. Indeed, Allah is All-Seeing of [His] servants.} 
[Surat Ghāfir: 44] 

Sixth: Be content with what Allah has decreed for you and know that it is in 

your best interest. If you do not show contentment, then you are as what Bishr 

al-Hāfi said: “Someone says, ‘I rely upon Allah’ while he tells a lie against Allah, 

for if he truly relied upon Him, he would be content with whatever Allah did to 

him.” 

Ibn Hamdūn related that a strong wind blew and destroyed the plants of an old 

woman in the desert. Thereupon, she got her head out of the tent, looked at the 

burnt plants, raised her head towards the sky, and said, “Do whatever You want, 

for my sustenance is upon You!” 

If a person properly relies upon the Ever-Living Lord Who does not die, Allah 

will reform, complete, and perfect all his affairs.  

هذَيٱ لۡحَى َ ٱوَتوَكَهلۡ علَىَ ﴿ َ  ل وت  وَسَب حَۡ بَحَمۡدَه َ  ۦوَكَفَى  بهََ   ۦ لاَ يَم  ن وبَ عَبَادهَ  [ 58]الفرقان:  ﴾٥٨خَبيَرًا  ۦبذَ 
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{And rely upon the Ever-Living Who does not die, and exalt [Allah] with His 
praise. And sufficient is He with the sins of His servants, All-Aware.} [Surat al-
Furqān: 58] 

O Allah, the Disposer of affairs, do not leave us to our own devices, even for 

the blink of an eye, strengthen us for we are weak and powerless, and console 

us; indeed, You are Able to do all things! 

78 

Al-Nūr (The Light) - Glorified be He 

Praising Himself, Allah Almighty says: 

مَ وَ تَ ٱن ور     لِلّه  ٱ ۞﴿ رۡضَ  ٱوَ   لسه
َ
َ   لأۡ ن ورهَ ۖ    ۦمَثَل   مَصۡبَاح  فيَهَا  ةٖ  ز جَاجَةٍ     لمَۡصۡبَاح  ٱكَمَشۡكَو   لزُّجَاجَة  ٱفيَ 

زَيۡت   يكََاد   غَرۡبيَهةٖ  وَلاَ  شَرۡقيَهةٖ  ها  ل زَيۡت ونةَٖ  بَ رَكَةٖ  مُّ شَجَرَةٖ  مَن  ي وقَد    ٞ يَ  د ر  كَوۡكَبٞ  نههَا 
َ
لمَۡ   هَا كَأ وَلوَۡ  ي ضَىٓء  

يَهۡدَي   ن ورٖ   علَىَ   نُّور   ناَرٞ   َ   لِلّه  ٱتَمۡسَسۡه   وَيضَۡربَ     ۦلنَ ورهَ يشََاءٓ    مۡثَ لَ ٱ  لِلّه  ٱ مَن 
َ
وَ   لأۡ شَىۡءٍ   لِلّه  ٱللَنهاسَ    َ

بكَ ل 
 [ 35]النور:  ﴾٣٥عَليَمٞ 

{Allah is the Light of the heavens and the earth. The example of His light is like 
a niche within which is a lamp, the lamp is within a glass, the glass is as if it were 
a pearly [white] star lit from [the oil of] a blessed olive tree, neither of the east 
nor of the west, whose oil would almost glow even if untouched by fire. Light 
upon light. Allah guides to His light whom He wills. And Allah presents examples 
for the people, and Allah is All-Knowing of all things.} [Surat an-Nūr: 35] 

The Prophet (may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) used to make this 

supplication: “Allāhumma ij‘al fi qalbi nūran, wa fi basari nūran, wa fi sam‘i 

nūran, wa ‘an yamīni nūran, wa ‘an yasāri nūran, wa fawqi nūran, wa tahti 

nūran, wa amāmi nūran, wa khalfi nūran, waj‘al li nūra (O Allah, place light 

in my heart, light in my sight, light in my hearing, light on my right, light 

on my left, light above me, light below me, light in front of me, light 

behind me, and make light for me.)” [Narrated by Al-Bukhāri and Muslim] 
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By Allah, this is the most precious thing Allah Almighty may ever give to a 

servant: His light and guidance. 

We are talking here about the provision of hearts and the pleasure of souls. 

Indeed, this is the greatest, most beneficial, and best provision ever. As a poet 

says, 

Your remembrance keeps it too preoccupied 

to eat or drink! 

Your light illuminates the path for it, 

and Your speech is like the pleasant singing of the camel driver, 

who reminds the camels of the sweet destination, 

and so they do not feel bored or tired of the journey! 

In His light! 

Allah Almighty says:  

مَ وَ تَ ٱن ور   لِلّه  ٱ ۞﴿ رۡضَ  ٱوَ  لسه
َ
 [ 35]النور:  ﴾.... لأۡ

{Allah is the Light of the heavens and the earth.} [Surat an-Nūr: 35] 

The texts of the Qur’an and Sunnah in which Allah Almighty calls Himself as 

Light come in three ways, as Ibn Taymiyyah (may Allah have mercy upon him) 

said, 

First: He possesses the attribute of light. In the Qur’an, He says:  

شۡرَقَتَ ﴿
َ
رۡض  ٱوَأ

َ
 [ 69]الزمر:  ﴾...بنَ ورَ رَب هََا  لأۡ

{And the earth will shine with the light of its Lord.} [Surat az-Zumar: 69] 

And in a Hadīth: “And He cast some of His light upon them.” [Narrated by Ibn 

Hibbān] [Sahīh (Authentic)] Second: He, Glorified and Exalted, is light:  

مَ وَ تَ ٱن ور   لِلّه  ٱ ۞﴿ رۡضَ  ٱوَ  لسه
َ
 [ 35]النور:   ... لأۡ

{Allah is the Light of the heavens and the earth.} [Surat an-Nūr: 35] 

And in a Hadīth: “You are the Light of the heavens and the earth.” 

[Narrated by Al-Bukhāri and Muslim] Third: His Veil is light, as related in an 
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authentic Hadīth: “His Veil is light, and if He were to remove it, the glow of 

His Face would burn everything of His creation, as far as His gaze 

reaches.” [Narrated by Muslim] -- The light of Allah Almighty is not like the 

created lights:  

وَ  ۦليَۡسَ كَمَثۡلهََ  ....﴿ مَيع  ٱشَىۡءۖٞ وهَ   [ 11]الشورى:  ﴾١١لبَۡصَير  ٱ لسه

{There is nothing like unto Him, and He is the All-Hearing, the All-Seeing.} 
[Surat ash-Shūra: 11] 

Light is one of His Names 

and also one of His Attributes. Glory be to Him! 

Take these words as a gift from me! 

The erudite scholar ‘Abd al-Rahmān al-Sa‘di (may Allah have mercy upon him) 

said, “One of the Names and Attributes of Allah is An-Nūr (Light). He is the 

Owner of majesty, honor, and glory. If the veil were to be lifted off His noble 

Face, the glow of His Face would burn everything of His creation, as far as His 

gaze reaches." 

He is the source of light for all the worlds. His Light dispels darkness and 

illuminates the Throne, the Kursi, the seven heavens, and the entire universe. 

This is an actual light. 

As for the moral light, this is the light that illuminated the hearts of the 

prophets, pious people, and the angels. This includes the lights of knowing and 

loving Him. Indeed, His servants’ knowledge of Him brings to their hearts lights, 

as much as they know of His Attributes of Majesty and Beauty. 

The sweetness of His guidance! 

If you know Allah Almighty, you thus possess the greatest and most sublime of 

all areas of knowledge. Useful knowledge brings lights to the heart. So, what 

about this knowledge which is the best, most sublime, and the root of all other 

knowledge! 

Thereupon, this verse truly applies to your heart:  
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مَ وَ تَ ٱن ور     لِلّه  ٱ ۞﴿ رۡضَ  ٱوَ   لسه
َ
َ   لأۡ ن ورهَ ۖ    ۦمَثَل   مَصۡبَاح  فيَهَا  ةٖ  ز جَاجَةٍ     لمَۡصۡبَاح  ٱكَمَشۡكَو   لزُّجَاجَة  ٱفيَ 

زَيۡت   يكََاد   غَرۡبيَهةٖ  وَلاَ  شَرۡقيَهةٖ  ها  ل زَيۡت ونةَٖ  بَ رَكَةٖ  مُّ شَجَرَةٖ  مَن  ي وقَد    ٞ يَ  د ر  كَوۡكَبٞ  نههَا 
َ
لمَۡ   هَا كَأ وَلوَۡ  ي ضَىٓء  

يَهۡدَي   ن ورٖ   علَىَ   نُّور   ناَرٞ   َ   لِلّه  ٱتَمۡسَسۡه   وَيضَۡربَ     ۦلنَ ورهَ يشََاءٓ    مۡثَ لَ ٱ  لِلّه  ٱ مَن 
َ
وَ   لأۡ شَىۡءٍ   لِلّه  ٱللَنهاسَ    َ

بكَ ل 
 [ 35]النور:  ﴾٣٥عَليَمٞ 

{Allah is the Light of the heavens and the earth. The example of His light is like 
a niche within which is a lamp, the lamp is within a glass, the glass is as if it were 
a pearly [white] star lit from [the oil of] a blessed olive tree, neither of the east 
nor of the west, whose oil would almost glow even if untouched by fire. Light 
upon light. Allah guides to His light whom He wills. And Allah presents examples 
for the people, and Allah is All-Knowing of all things.} [Surat an-Nūr: 35] 

This is the light of belief in Allah Almighty and His Attributes and signs. It is in 

the hearts of the believers like that light which combines all good traits. 

The Prophet (may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) used to say in his 

supplication: “Allahumma ij‘al fi qalbi nūran, wa fi basari nūran, wa fi sam‘i 

nūran, wa ‘an yamīni nūran, wa ‘an yasāri nūran, wa fawqi nūran, wa tahti 

nūran, wa amāmi nūran, wa khalfi nūran, waj‘al li nūra (O Allah, place light 

in my heart, light in my sight, light in my hearing, light on my right, light 

on my left, light above me, light below me, light in front of me, light 

behind me, and make light for me).” [Narrated by Al-Bukhāri and Muslim] 

Once the heart becomes full of this light, it manifests on the face, which shines 

as a result. Then, the body organs comply and become submissive and obedient. 

Allah Almighty says:  

َ  لِلّه  ٱيَهۡدَي ...﴿  [ 35]النور:  ﴾...مَن يشََاءٓ    ۦلنَ ورهَ

{Allah guides to His light whom He wills.} [Surat an-Nūr: 35] 

Ibn Sa‘di (may Allah have mercy upon him) said, “When their inside gets 

illuminated by prayer, their outside becomes radiant.  

{Their mark is on their faces from the trace of prostration.}” This light prevents 

a person from committing immoral acts. The Prophet (may Allah’s peace and 

blessings be upon him) said: “An adulterer is not a believer at the time of 
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committing adultery, a drinker of alcoholic drink is not a believer at the 

time of drinking, and a thief is not a believer at the time of committing 

theft.” [Narrated by Al-Bukhāri and Muslim] 

His Book is light! 

Allah Almighty informs us that the Books He revealed are light from Him that 

illuminates the hearts of His servants. He says:  

نزَلنَۡا  ﴿
َ
وۡرَى ةَ ٱإنَهآ أ ى وَن ورٞ   لته دّٗ  [ 44]المائدة:   ﴾...فيَهَا ه 

{Indeed, We sent down the Torah, in which was guidance and light.} [Surat al-
Mā’idah: 44] 

Allah Almighty also says:  

ى وَن ورٞ  لإَۡنجَيلَ ٱوَءَاتَيۡنَ ه   ...﴿ دّٗ  [ 46]المائدة:   ﴾....فيَهَ ه 

{And We gave him the Gospel, in which was guidance and light.} [Surat al-
Mā’idah: 46] 

And the greatest light sent down is the Book revealed to Muhammad (may 

Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him). Allah Almighty says:  

ى وَن ورٞ  لإَۡنجَيلَ ٱوَءَاتَيۡنَ ه   ...﴿ دّٗ  [ 46]المائدة:  ﴾...فيَهَ ه 

{There has come to you from Allah a light and an evident Book.} [Surat al-
Mā’idah: 15] 

Through it, Allah Almighty brings those who believe out of darkness into light:  

ى وَن ورٞ  لإَۡنجَيلَ ٱوَءَاتَيۡنَ ه   ...﴿ دّٗ  [ 46]المائدة:  ﴾...فيَهَ ه 

{Alif Lām Ra. This is a Book which We have sent down to you [O Prophet], so 
that you may bring people out of the depths of darkness into light – with their 
Lord’s permission – to the path of the All-Mighty, the Praiseworthy.} [Surat 
Ibrāhīm: 1] 

Therefore, when the disbelievers realize the great impact of this light upon this 

Ummah, they try hard to extinguish it. Yet Allah Almighty is preserving His Book.  

ونَ ليَ طۡفَـ  واْ ن ورَ ﴿ َ ٱي ريَد  فۡوَ ههََمۡ وَ  لِلّه
َ
َ  لِلّه  ٱبأَ تمَُّ ن ورهَ ونَ ٱوَلوَۡ كَرهََ  ۦم   [ 8]الصف:  ﴾٨لۡكَ فرَ 
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{They want to extinguish the light of Allah with their mouths, but Allah will 
perfect His light, although the disbelievers dislike it.} [Surat as-Saff: 8] 

And the Almighty Lord will always preserve this Ummah as long as they hold 

onto His Book. 

In a word! 

As "The Light" is one of the Names and Attributes of Allah, His religion is light, 

His Messenger is light, His speech is light, and the abode of honor for His 

servants is a glittering light. This light is shining within the hearts of the believers 

and manifesting on their tongues and body organs. In addition, Allah Almighty 

will complete this light for them on the Day of Judgment. He says:  

وَ ...﴿ ن ورَناَ  لنََا  تمَۡمۡ 
َ
أ رَبهنَآ  ول ونَ  يَق  يمَۡ نهََمۡ 

َ
وَبأَ يدَۡيهَمۡ 

َ
أ بَينَۡ  يسَۡعَى   مۡ  شَىۡءٖ    غۡفرَۡ ٱن ور ه   َ

ك ل  علَىَ   إنَهكَ  لنََاۖٓ 
 [ 8]التحريم:  ﴾٨قَدَيرٞ 

{Their light will proceed before them and on their right; they will say: “Our 
Lord, perfect for us our light and forgive us. Indeed, You are Capable of all 
things”} [Surat at-Tahrīm: 8] 

O Allah, the Light of the heavens and the earth, perfect for us our light and 

forgive us. Indeed, You are Able to do all things! 

79 

Al-Kāfi (The All-Sufficient) 

Jābir (may Allah be pleased with him) reported: “We took part in the Battle of 

Najd along with the Messenger of Allah (may Allah’s peace and blessings be 

upon him) and when the time for the afternoon rest approached while he was in 

a valley with plenty of thorny trees, he dismounted under a tree and rested in its 

shade and hung his sword (on it). The people dispersed amongst the trees 

seeking shade. While we were in that state, the Messenger of Allah (may Allah’s 

peace and blessings be upon him) called us and we came and found a Bedouin 

sitting in front of him. The Prophet (may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon 
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him) said: ‘This one came to me while I was asleep, and he took my sword 

stealthily. I woke up while he was standing at my head, holding my sword 

unsheathed. He said: “Who will save you from me?” I replied: “Allah.” So, he 

sheathed it and sat down, and here he is.’ The Prophet (may Allah’s peace and 

blessings be upon him) did not punish him.” [Narrated by Al-Bukhāri and 

Muslim] 

Allah Almighty says:  

ليَۡسَ ﴿
َ
 [ 36]الزمر:  ﴾... ۖۥ بكََافٍ عَبۡدَه   لِلّه  ٱأ

{Is Allah not sufficient for His slave?...} [Surat az-Zumar: 36] 

Our Lord, Exalted be He, is sufficient for His servants as He provides for them, 

protects them, and sets aright their affairs. So, He grants them sufficiency, which 

is general sufficiency that applies to all creation. 

As for His special sufficiency, He gives it to those who rely upon Him and turn 

to Him in belief and repentance. 

This sufficiency is broad as Allah Almighty says:  

ليَۡسَ  ﴿
َ
عَبۡدَه    لِلّه  ٱأ َ   ۖۥ بكََافٍ  ب َف ونكََ  هذَينَ ٱوَي خَو  د ونهََ   ل ي ضۡللََ     ۦ مَن  لهَ    لِلّه  ٱوَمَن  هَادٖ   ۥفَمَا    ﴾ ٣٦مَنۡ 

 [ 36]الزمر: 
{Is Allah not sufficient for His slave? Yet they frighten you with those [whom 

they worship] besides Him. Whoever Allah causes to stray, there is none to guide 
him.} [Surat az-Zumar: 36] 

He also says:  

َ ٱوَمَن يَتَوكَهلۡ علَىَ  ...﴿ وَ حَسۡب ه   لِلّه  [ 3]الطلاق:  ﴾.... ۥفَه 

{...Whoever puts his trust in Allah, He is sufficient for him...} [Surat at-Talāq: 3] 

That means He grants him sufficiency in all his worldly and religious affairs. An 

aspect of His sufficiency that He granted His Messenger (may Allah’s peace and 

blessings be upon him) and the believers is that He supported them with angels 

and granted them victory:  

ن ود   ...﴿ َ ج  مَ وَ تَ ٱوَلَِلّه رۡضَ  ٱوَ  لسه
َ
 [ 4]الفتح:   ﴾...  لأۡ
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{...To Allah belong the soldiers of the heavens and earth...} [Surat al-Fat-h: 4] 

And He says: 

َنَ  ﴿ م  ءَالَ فٖ  بَخَمۡسَةَ  م  رَبُّك  مۡ  مۡدَدۡك  ي  هَ ذَا  فَوۡرهَمَۡ  َن  م  م  ت وك 
ۡ
وَيَأ واْ  وَتَتهق  واْ  تصَۡبرَ  إنَ   لمَۡلََٰٓئكََةَٱبلَىََٰٓ  

سَو مََينَ   [ 125]آل عمران:  ﴾١٢٥م 

{Yes, if you stay patient and fear Allah, and the enemy should launch a surprise 
attack on you, your Lord will help you with five thousand marked angels.} [Surat 
Ᾱl ‘Imrān: 125] 

He is the All-Sufficient: 

We cannot dispense with our Lord in terms of all our affairs, even for the blink 

of an eye. We need Him to protect us and grant us sufficiency and success. In 

one of the greatest Hadīths the Prophet (may Allah’s peace and blessings be 

upon him) said about sufficiency given by our Lord: “When a man goes out of 

his house and says: ‘Bismillāh tawakkaltu ‘alallāh wa la hawla wa la 

quwwata illa billāh (In the Name of Allah, I rely upon Allah; there is no 

power nor strength except through Allah)’, thereupon it will be said to 

him: ‘You are guided, defended, and protected.’ The devils will go far from 

him and another devil will say: ‘How can you deal with a man who has 

been guided, defended, and protected?’” [Narrated by Abu Dāwūd; Sahīh 

(authentic)] The believer often implores his Lord and invokes Him by His 

beautiful names asking Him for protection and steadfastness. He alone can grant 

us sufficiency and protection. Whenever the Prophet (may Allah’s peace and 

blessings be upon him) went to bed, he would say: “Al-hamdulillāhi alladhi 

at‘amana wa saqāna wa kafāna wa āwāna fa kam mimman la kāfiya lahu 

wa la mu’wi (Praise be to Allah Who gave us food and drink, provided for 

us sufficiency, and gave us shelter, for there are many who have none to 

provide for them or to give them shelter).” [Narrated by Muslim] 

Stay at His door! 

When the believer trusts his Lord, relies upon Him sincerely, and pins great 

hopes upon Him, Allah will not disappoint him for He says:  
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َ ٱوَمَن يَتَوكَهلۡ علَىَ  ...﴿ وَ حَسۡب ه   لِلّه  [ 3]الطلاق:  ﴾...فَه 

{...Whoever puts his trust in Allah, He is sufficient for him...} [Surat at-Talāq: 3] 

Here is a connection between the means and the Owner of those means. The 

Prophet (may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) is authentically reported 

to have said: “Allah says: ‘I am as My servant thinks of Me. If he thinks well 

of Me, he gets it; and if he thinks ill of Me, he gets it.’” [Narrated by Ahmad; 

Sahīh (authentic)] 

Allah Almighty took charge of Yūsuf’s affairs. He made the caravan traveling in 

the desert in need of water so that they could get Yūsuf (Joseph) (peace be upon 

him) out of the well. Then, He made the ruler of Egypt in need of children so as 

to adopt him. Then, He made the king in need of someone to interpret his dream 

so he would be released from prison. Thereafter, He made all of Egypt in need of 

food so that he could become the ruler of Egypt. When Allah takes charge of 

your affairs, He facilitates for you all means of success and bliss while you are 

not aware. Just rely upon Him, for He is sufficient for you, and say from your 

heart: I entrust my affairs to Allah. 

A test.. 

Ibn al-Qayyim (may Allah have mercy upon him) said: “As He mentions His 

sufficiency for those who rely upon Him, this may lead some to mistakenly 

believe that His sufficiency should come promptly at the time of reliance. So, He 

follows that with His saying:  

ا  لِلّه  ٱقدَۡ جَعَلَ ...﴿ َ شَىۡءٖ قَدۡرّٗ
 [ 3]الطلاق:  ﴾٣لكَ ل 

{...for Allah has set a destiny for everything.} [Surat at-Talāq: 3] 

That means there is a specific time for this, and it cannot come before or after 

it. So, a person should not be hasty and say: I have relied upon Allah and 

supplicated Him, yet I have seen nothing as a result and have not received 

sufficiency. Indeed, Allah will surely accomplish His purpose at the time He had 

set for it.” 
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Hence, Allah Almighty tests some of His servants with regard to the sincerity of 

their reliance upon Him by delaying His response. When this gets too long for 

some, they abandon reliance upon their Lord and turn to other people in need 

and humiliation, even if it were at the expense of their religion and the pleasure 

of their Creator. 

The Prophet (may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) is authentically 

reported to have said: “Whoever seeks Allah’s pleasure by people’s wrath, 

Allah will grant him sufficiency and spare him people’s wrath. And 

whoever seeks people’s pleasure by Allah’s wrath, Allah will entrust him 

to people.” [Narrated by Al-Tirmidhi; Sahīh (authentic)] 

The adequate answer.. 

A person cannot reach this goal unless he makes the Hereafter his chief 

concern. The Prophet (may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) is 

authentically reported to have said: “Whoever makes the Hereafter his only 

concern, aside from all other concerns, Allah will spare him the concerns 

of his worldly life. But whoever has so many concerns about worldly 

affairs, Allah will not care in which one of its valleys he would be ruined.” 

[Narrated by Ibn Mājah; Sahīh (authentic)] Ibn al-Qayyim (may Allah have mercy 

upon him) said: “Whoever gets preoccupied with Allah and forgets himself, Allah 

gives him sufficiency in terms of himself; whoever gets preoccupied with Allah 

and forgets people, Allah gives him sufficiency in terms of people; whoever gets 

preoccupied with himself and forgets Allah, Allah leaves him to his own devices; 

and whoever gets preoccupied with people and forgets Allah, Allah leaves him to 

them.” 

He Whose mercy encompasses all creation will grant you sufficiency. Sufficient 

for you is a Lord Whose kindness is ceaseless and Who continues to protect you, 

conceal your faults, and bestow His favors upon you. 

Sufficiency from the Bestower of grace and favors comes to you in merciful 

and affectionate ways, though He sees you when you commit sins and engage in 

disobedience. 
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O Allah, the All-Sufficient, grant us sufficiency with what You have made lawful 

beyond need for what You have made unlawful, and make us with Your bounty 

in no need of others. 

80 - 81 

Al-Mawla Al-Waliyy (The Protector - The Guardian) 

You are in need of support and care and someone to refer to and rely upon. 

You need a protector. You need someone to keep you reassured. You need 

someone strong enough to protect you against the evils of your enemies. You 

are in need of Allah, Your Protector. 

I have come to You, the Owner of majesty, so remove my distress. 

To whom a servant would complain, if not to You, O the Master of all masters. 

Allah Almighty says:  

وَ  ....﴿  [ 28]الشورى:  ﴾٢٨ لحۡمََيد  ٱ لوَۡليَُّ ٱوهَ 

{...He is the Guardian, the Praiseworthy.} [Surat ash-Shūra: 28] 

He also says:  

هذَينَ ٱوَليَُّ  لِلّه  ٱ﴿ َنَ  ل م م  ه  خرۡجَ  ل مَ تَ ٱءَامَن واْ ي   [ 257]البقرة:   ﴾... لنُّورَ  ٱإلَيَ   لظُّ

{Allah is the Protector of those who believe; He brings them out of the depths 
of darkness into the light...} [Surat al-Baqarah: 257] 

Our Almighty Lord is the Guardian and Protector of all His creation. He created 

them and manages their affairs and disposes of everything in the heavens and 

the earth constantly. No one but Allah can bring about benefit or remove harm 

and evil. The forelocks of all of us are in His Hand, Exalted be He. 

This is general support and protection. It comprises all creatures and servants, 

pious and impious, believers and disbelievers. 

As for Allah’s special support and protection, this is for His pious servants as He 

brings them out of the darkness of ignorance, disbelief, and sins into the light of 
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knowledge, belief, and obedience. He supports them against their enemies and 

sets aright their worldly and religious affairs. 

This support entails compassion, mercy, reform, protection, and love. Allah 

Almighty says:  

هذَينَ ٱوَليَُّ  لِلّه  ٱ﴿ َنَ  ل م م  ه  خرۡجَ  ل مَ تَ ٱءَامَن واْ ي   [ 257]البقرة:   ﴾...لنُّورَ  ٱإلَيَ   لظُّ

{Allah is the Protector of those who believe; He brings them out of the depths 
of darkness into the light...} [Surat al-Baqarah: 257] 

He protects you as much as you obey Him: 

Allah Almighty protects and supports the believer insomuch as he loves Him. 

Ibn al-Qayyim (may Allah have mercy upon him) said: “The basis of protection is 

love. Without love, there is no protection. Likewise, hostility is based on hatred. 

Allah is the Guardian of the believers and they are His supporters. They show 

loyalty to Him by their love for Him, and He grants them protection by His love 

for them. Indeed, Allah protects His believing servant insomuch as he loves 

Him.” 

The protection of Allah Almighty is unlike any other.  

وَ  ۦليَۡسَ كَمَثۡلهََ  ....﴿ مَيع  ٱشَىۡءۖٞ وهَ   [ 11]الشورى:  ﴾١١لبَۡصَير  ٱ لسه

{...There is nothing like unto Him, and He is the All-Hearing, the All-Seeing.} 
[Surat ash-Shūra: 11] 

Allah Almighty bestows His support and protection upon His servants by way of 

benevolence, mercy, and consolation for them.  

هذَينَ ٱوَليَُّ  لِلّه  ٱ﴿  [ 257]البقرة:  ﴾...ءَامَن واْ  ل

{Allah is the Protector of those who believe...} [Surat al-Baqarah: 257] 

By contrast, when people show loyalty to one another, they do so because of 

their need for help, support, and protection, given their weakness and need. 

However, the All-Mighty and the Self-Sufficient Lord does not give support or 

enter into alliance due to need or weakness. In the Qur’an, He says:  
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َ    لحۡمَۡد  ٱوَق لَ  ﴿ هذَيٱلَِلّه هه    ل ل ن  وَلمَۡ يكَ  ا  وَلدَّٗ يَتهخَذۡ  فيَ     ۥلمَۡ  لۡكَ ٱشَرَيكٞ  هه    لمۡ  ل ن  َنَ     ۥوَلمَۡ يكَ  م   ٞ ۖ ٱوَليَ  َ ل   لذُّ
 [ 111]الإسراء:  ﴾١١١وَكَب رَۡه  تكَۡبيَرَ ا

{And say, “All praise be to Allah Who has not taken a son, nor does He have 
any partner in His dominion, nor does He need any protector out of weakness. 
And proclaim His greatness immensely.”} [Surat al-Isrā’: 111] 

They are the people.. 

The supporters of Allah among His servants refer to those who love Him and 

love His Messenger (may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) and love 

anyone who loves Allah and His Messenger and hate anyone who hates Allah 

and His Messenger; and they show loyalty to those who show loyalty to Allah 

and His Messenger and show hostility to those who are hostile to Allah and His 

Messenger; and they obey Allah and avoid disobeying Him.  

َ ٱوَمَن يَتَوَله ﴿ ولهَ   لِلّه هذَينَ ٱوَ   ۥوَرَس  َ ٱءَامَن واْ فَإنَه حَزۡبَ   ل م   لِلّه  [ 56]المائدة:  ﴾٥٦لۡغَ لبَ ونَ ٱ ه 

{Whoever takes Allah, His Messenger, and the believers as their allies, then it is 
the party of Allah that will certainly prevail.} [Surat al-Mā’idah: 56] 

﴿ َ ا ي ؤۡمَن ونَ ب ا تَجَد  قَوۡمّٗ
ه َ ٱل َ ٱ ي وَادُّٓونَ مَنۡ حَادٓه  لۡأٓخَرَ ٱ ليَۡوۡمَ ٱوَ  لِلّه ولهَ   لِلّه  [ 22]المجادلة:  ﴾...وَرَس 

{You will not find any people who believe in Allah and the Last Day taking as 
allies those who oppose Allah and His Messenger...} [Surat al-Mujādilah: 22] 

The path: 

Allah’s protection can only be attained through two things: faith and piety. 

Allah Almighty says:  

وۡليََاءَٓ ﴿
َ
لآَ إنَه أ

َ
َ ٱ أ مۡ يَحزَۡن ونَ  لِلّه هذَينَ ٱ  ٦٢لاَ خَوفۡ  عَلَيۡهَمۡ وَلاَ ه  ونَ  ل م   ٦٣ءَامَن واْ وكََان واْ يَتهق  فيَ   لۡب شۡرَى  ٱلهَ 

ةَ ٱ نۡيَا ٱ لحۡيََو  َ  ٱلاَ تَبۡدَيلَ لكَلَمََ تَ   لۡأٓخَرَةَ  ٱوَفيَ  لدُّ وَ  لِلّه  [ 64-62]يونس:  ﴾٦٤لۡعَظَيم  ٱ لۡفَوۡز  ٱذَ لكََ ه 

{Indeed, the allies of Allah will have no fear, nor will they grieve. Those who 
believe and fear Allah. For them are glad tidings in the life of this world and in 
the Hereafter; there is no change in Allah’s words. That is the supreme triumph.} 
[Surat Yūnus: 62-64] 
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Allah’s protection is to be acquired by certain causes and actions by the heart 

and body organs as Allah Almighty says:  

هذَينَ ٱوَ ﴿ ب لَنَا  وَإِنه  ل مۡ س  واْ فيَنَا لنََهۡدَيَنهه  َ ٱ جَ هَد  حۡسَنيَنَ ٱلمََعَ  لِلّه  [ 69]العنكبوت:  ﴾٦٩لمۡ 

{As for those who strive in Our cause, We will surely guide them to Our ways, 
for Allah is certainly with those who do good.} [Surat al-‘Ankabūt: 69] 

م بمََا كَان واْ يَعۡمَل ونَ ..﴿ وَ وَليَُّه   [ 127]الأنعام:  ﴾١٢٧وهَ 

{...and He will be their Protector because of what they used to do.} [Surat al-
An‘ām: 127] 

People enjoy different levels of Allah’s protection and support in accordance 

with their varying degrees of faith and piety. 

The keys to acceptance: 

The more one pleases Allah Almighty by observing the obligations and doing 

the recommended acts of piety, the more he loves his Lord and draws closer to 

Him. 

The Prophet (may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) is authentically 

reported to have said: “Allah Almighty says: ‘I will declare war against he 

who shows hostility to a pious worshiper of Mine. And the most beloved 

thing with which My slave comes nearer to Me is what I have enjoined 

upon him; and My slave keeps on coming closer to Me through 

performing supererogatory acts of worship till I love him. When I love 

him, I become his hearing with which he hears, his seeing with which he 

sees, his hand with which he seizes, and his leg with which he walks; and if 

he asks (something) from Me, I give him, and if he asks for My refuge, I 

protect him. and I do not hesitate to do anything as I hesitate to take the 

soul of the believer; as he hates death, and I hate to hurt him.’” [Narrated 

by Al-Bukhāri] Shaykh al-Islam Ibn Taymiyyah (may Allah have mercy upon him) 

said: “A person does not become a pious servant of Allah unless he follows the 

Prophet (may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) inwardly and outwardly. 
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The more he follows the Prophet, the more he becomes a pious servant of 

Allah.” 

If He grants you His protection, He will surprise you! 

This special protection entails kindness and help to His servants:  

هذَينَ ٱوَليَُّ  لِلّه  ٱ﴿ َنَ  ل م م  ه  خرۡجَ  ل مَ تَ ٱءَامَن واْ ي   [ 257]البقرة:   ﴾... لنُّورَ  ٱإلَيَ   لظُّ

{Allah is the Protector of those who believe; He brings them out of the depths 
of darkness into the light...} [Surat al-Baqarah: 257] 

This also entails mercy and forgiveness of sins: 

نَا فَ  ...﴿ نتَ وَليَُّ
َ
نتَ خَيۡر   رۡحَمۡنَاۖ ٱلنََا وَ  غۡفرَۡ ٱأ

َ
 [ 155]الأعراف:  ﴾١٥٥ لۡغَ فرَيَنَ ٱوَأ

{...You are our Guardian, so forgive us and have mercy upon us, for You are the 
Best of the Forgivers.} [Surat al-A‘rāf: 155] 

And it entails help and support against the enemies: 

نتَ مَوۡلىَ نَا فَ  ...﴿
َ
رۡناَ ٱأ  [ 286]البقرة:  ﴾٢٨٦لۡكَ فرَيَنَ ٱ لقَۡوۡمَ ٱ علَىَ  نص 

{...You are our Protector, so give us victory over the disbelieving people.} 
[Surat al-Baqarah: 286] 

Allah Almighty says:  

وَ خَيۡر    لِلّه  ٱبلََ ﴿ مۡۖ وهَ   [ 150]آل عمران:  ﴾١٥٠لنه صَرَينَ ٱمَوۡلىَ ك 

{But Allah is your Protector, and He is the Best of helpers.} [Surat Ᾱl ‘Imrān: 
150] 

Also, Allah’s protection entails admission into Paradise and salvation from 

Hellfire. Allah Almighty says:  

مۡ دَار   ۞﴿ لَ مَ ٱلهَ  م بمََا كَان واْ يَعۡمَل ونَ  لسه وَ وَليَُّه   [ 127]الأنعام:  ﴾١٢٧عَندَ رَب هََمۡۖ وهَ 

{They will have the Home of Peace with their Lord, and He will be their 
Protector because of what they used to do.} [Surat al-An‘ām: 127] 

It is a great favor from Allah that He becomes your Protector. In the Qur’an, He 

says: 
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 [ 40]الأنفال:  ﴾ ٤٠ لنهصَير  ٱوَنعَۡمَ  لمَۡوۡليَ  ٱنعَۡمَ  ...﴿

{...What an excellent Protector and an excellent Helper!} [Surat al-Anfāl: 40] 

If Allah is your protector, you have attained security in this world and in the 

Hereafter: 

م   ...﴿ وْلََٰٓئكََ لهَ 
 
مۡن  ٱأ

َ
ونَ  لأۡ هۡتَد  م مُّ  [ 82]الأنعام:  ﴾٨٢وهَ 

{...They are the ones who will be secure, and it is they who are rightly guided.} 
[Surat al-An‘ām: 82] 

You feel reassured because Allah Almighty is with you. You constantly say:  

ها مَا كَتَبَ ﴿ وَ مَوۡلىَ نَا  وَعلَىَ   لِلّه  ٱق ل لهن ي صَيبَنَآ إلَ َ ٱ لنََا ه  ؤۡمَن ونَ ٱفَلۡيَتَوكَهلَ   لِلّه  [ 51]التوبة:   ﴾٥١لمۡ 

{Say, “Nothing will ever befall us except that which Allah has decreed for us; 
He is our Protector.” And in Allah alone let the believers put their trust.} [Surat 
at-Tawbah: 51] 

He may harden your circumstances and make it difficult for you with the aim of 

selecting you: 

نه علَىَ ﴿ ن نهم 
َ
هذَينَ ٱوَن ريَد  أ ْ ٱ ل وا رۡضَ ٱ فيَ  سۡت ضۡعفَ 

َ
م   لأۡ ةّٗ وَنَجۡعَلهَ  ئمَه

َ
مۡ أ  [ 5]القصص:  ﴾٥ لۡوَ رثَيَنَ ٱوَنَجۡعَلَه 

{But We wanted to bestow favor upon those who were oppressed in the land, 
and make them leaders and inheritors [of the land].} [Surat al-Qasas: 5] 

If your Lord grants you His protection, then you are under great care and 

enjoying a grand blessing; you err and He punishes you; you act extravagantly 

and He withholds things from you; and you behave arrogantly and He disciplines 

you. This is only because He is your protector, and what an excellent Protector 

and an excellent Helper! 

You know with certain knowledge that this is a punishment from a loving Lord, 

not a punishment, for Allah does not punish His beloved servants.  

ود  ٱ وَقَالتََ  ﴿ اْ    لنهصَ رَى  ٱوَ   ليَۡه  ؤ  بنََٰۡٓ
َ
َ ٱنَحۡن  أ ه    لِلّه ؤ  َٰٓ حَبه

َ
نۡ    ۥ وَأ َمه نت م بشََرٞ م 

َ
م  بلَۡ أ ن وبكَ  م بذَ  ب ك  َ عَذ  ق لۡ فَلمََ ي 

 [ 18]المائدة:  ﴾....خَلقََ  
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{The Jews and Christians say, “We are Allah’s children and His beloved ones.” 
Say, “Why then does He punish you for your sins? Rather, you are humans just 
like anyone else He created...} [Surat al-Mā’idah: 18] 

My Lord, You are worthy of showing benevolence, and to You belong great 

grace and abundant bounty. 

So pardon me, for I am at Your door, broken and humiliated. 

O Allah, we implore You by Your name “Al-Mawla” to confer Your favor upon 

us and admit us into Paradise and to make us among Your pious servants and 

allies, in public and in secret. 

82 

Al-Hādi (The Guide) 

I went astray for long, not knowing guidance. 

This brought darkness into my heart. 

And when Allah wanted to drive me towards guidance, 

He showed me the path of the truth and guided me. 

So, I threw away the darkness of misguidance and ruin, 

and turned to the bright light of guidance. 

I proceeded towards the religion of Prophet Muhammad, 

rightly guided, and became, after the misguidance, a caller to guidance. 

Out of Allah’s mercy towards His servants, He rendered guidance in His Hand 

and He called Himself “Al-Hādi”. 

We pause here with this name as we implore Allah Almighty to guide us to the 

truth and to the straight path. 

Allah Almighty says:  

َ ٱوَإِنه  ...﴿ هذَينَ ٱلهََادَ  لِلّه سۡتَقَيمٖ  ل  [ 54]الحج:  ﴾٥٤ءَامَن وٓاْ إلَيَ  صَرَ طٖ مُّ
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{...Allah surely guides those who believe to the straight path.} [Surat al-Hajj: 
54] 

He also says: 

ا ...﴿  [ 31]الفرقان:  ﴾٣١وَكَفَى  برََب كََ هَاديَّٗا وَنصََيرّٗ

{...but your Lord is sufficient as a Guide and Helper.} [Surat al-Furqān: 31] 

Our Lord, Exalted be He, is the One Who guides His servants to bring about 

benefits and ward off harms and evils and He teaches them what they do not 

know. He guides them to success, inspires them to be pious, and makes their 

hearts relenting and submissive to Him. 

Allah’s guidance to people 

falls under four categories: 

First: General guidance: All beings are guided to their interests in terms of their 

living and subsistence. Such guidance encompasses all that lives: humans, jinn, 

animals, birds, etc. 

Second: Guidance in which accountable servants are shown the way and things 

are made clear for them. It is the argument of Allah Almighty against His 

servants, none will be punished except after it has been established against him. 

Allah Almighty says:  

مۡ فَ ﴿ ود  فَهَدَينَۡ ه  ا ثَم  مه
َ
ْ ٱوَأ دَى  ٱعلَىَ  لۡعَمَى  ٱ سۡتَحَبُّوا  [ 17]فصلت:  ﴾...  لهۡ 

{As for Thamūd, We showed them guidance, but they preferred blindness over 
the guidance...} [Surat Fussilat: 17] 

Third: Guidance of help, inspiration, and making the heart inclined to accept 

the truth and be pleased with it. Allah Almighty says:  

وَ  لِلّه  ٱوَمَن يَهۡدَ ﴿ هۡتَدَ  ٱفَه   [ 97]الإسراء:  ﴾... لمۡ 

{Whoever Allah guides is truly guided...} [Surat al-Isrā’: 97] 

﴿..  َ َ ٱوَمَن ي ؤۡمَن  ب  [ 11]التغابن:  ﴾ ... ۥيَهۡدَ قَلۡبَه   لِلّه

{...Whoever believes in Allah, He will guide his heart...} [Surat at-Taghābun: 11] 
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Hence, Allah Almighty commands His servants to ask Him for guidance. He 

even instructs them to do so in every Rak‘ah (unit of prayer): 

رَ طَ ٱ هۡدَناَ ٱ﴿ َ سۡتَقَيمَ ٱ لص   [ 6]الفاتحة:  ﴾٦لمۡ 

{Guide us to the straight path.} [Surat al-Fātihah: 6] 

Fourth: Guidance to Paradise and to Hellfire on the Day of Judgment. Allah 

Almighty says: 

مۡ ﴿  [ 5]محمد:  ﴾٥سَيَهۡدَيهَمۡ وَي صۡلحَ  باَلهَ 

{He will guide them, and will set their condition right.} [Surat Muhammad: 5] 

َ  لحۡمَۡد  ٱوَقَال واْ  ..﴿ هذَيٱلَِلّه نۡ هَدَى نَا  ل
َ
نها لنََهۡتَدَيَ لوَۡلآَ أ ۖ ٱهَدَى نَا لهََ ذَا وَمَا ك   [ 43]الأعراف:   ﴾... لِلّه 

{...They will say, “All praise be to Allah Who has guided us to this, for We would 
not have been guided to this if Allah had not guided us...} [Surat al-A‘rāf: 43] 

As for guidance to Hellfire, Allah Almighty says: 

ْ ٱ ۞﴿ وا ر  هذَينَ ٱ  حۡش  ونَ   ل يَعۡب د  كَان واْ  وَمَا  مۡ  زۡوَ جَه 
َ
وَأ واْ  د ونَ    ٢٢ظَلَم  َ ٱمَن  مۡ ٱفَ   لِلّه وه  صَرَ طَ   هۡد  إلَيَ  

 [ 23-22]الصافات:  ﴾٢٣لجۡحََيمَ ٱ

{[The angels will be told], “Gather all those who did wrong and their fellows, 
and whatever they used to worship besides Allah, and lead them to the way of 
Hell.} [Surat as-Sāffāt: 22-23] 

The more you are guided, the higher you get elevated.. 

Guidance is the greatest blessing bestowed by Allah, the Guide, upon His 

servants. All other blessings are transient. 

Those versed in knowledge are the most keen on maintaining this blessing, and 

they supplicate Allah to not let it go away:  

 [ 8]آل عمران:  ﴾...رَبهنَا لاَ ت زغَۡ ق ل وبَنَا بَعۡدَ إذَۡ هَدَيتَۡنَا ﴿

{Our Lord, do not let our hearts deviate after You have guided us...} [Surat Ᾱl 
‘Imrān: 8] 
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Guidance has no maximum limit. No matter how well a person may be guided, 

there is more and greater guidance. The more a person is heedful of his Lord, the 

higher he gets to another guidance. He grows in guidance as long as he grows in 

piety. Allah Almighty says:  

هذَينَ ٱ لِلّه  ٱوَيزَيَد  ﴿ ْ ٱ  ل ى   هۡتَدَوۡا دّٗ  [ 76]مريم:  ﴾...ه 

{Allah increases in guidance those who are guided...} [Surat Maryam: 76] 

If he misses a share of piety, he also misses a similar share of guidance. He who 

attains guidance has obtained eternal bliss. Allah Almighty says:  

رَ طَ ٱ هۡدَناَ ٱ﴿ َ سۡتَقَيمَ ٱ لص  هذَينَ ٱصَرَ طَ  ٦لمۡ  نۡعَمۡتَ عَلَيۡهَمۡ  ل
َ
 [ 7-6]الفاتحة:  ﴾...أ

{Guide us to the straight path, the path of those whom You have blessed...} 
[Surat al-Fātihah: 6-7] 

The sign of guidance is relief in the heart. Allah Almighty says:  

ن يَهۡدَيهَ   لِلّه  ٱفَمَن ي ردََ ﴿
َ
 [ 125]الأنعام:  ﴾...للَإَۡسۡلَ مَ    ۥيشَۡرَحۡ صَدۡرَه    ۥأ

{Whoever Allah wills to guide, He opens his heart to Islam...} [Surat al-An‘ām: 
125] 

When Allah guides someone, no one can lead him astray, and the opposite is 

also true. Allah Almighty says:  

ِۗ   ۥفَمَا لهَ   لِلّه  ٱوَمَن يَهۡدَ  ٣٦مَنۡ هَادٖ   ۥفَمَا لهَ   لِلّه  ٱوَمَن ي ضۡللََ  ...﴿ ٍ
ضَل   [ 37-36]الزمر:  ﴾...مَن مُّ

{...Whoever Allah causes to stray, there is none to guide him. And whoever 
Allah guides, none can lead him astray...} [Surat az-Zumar: 36-37] 

The Prophet (may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) would often 

supplicate: “Allāhumma inni as’aluka al-huda wa at-tuqa wa al-‘afāf wa al-

ghina (O Allah, I ask You for guidance, piety, chastity, and richness).” 

[Narrated by Muslim] Teaching ‘Ali (may Allah be pleased with him), the Prophet 

(may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) said: “Say: Allāhumma ihdini 

wa saddidni (O Allah, guide me and keep me steadfast on the right path).” 
[Narrated by Muslim] He also taught Al-Hasan ibn ‘Ali (may Allah be pleased with 

him and his father) to say during the supplication of Witr: “Allāhumma ihdini 
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fīman hadayt (O Allah, guide me among those You have guided).” 

[Narrated by Abu Dāwūd; Sahīh (authentic)] 

Leading a life between worship and sins carries the risk of ending your life in 

sins. 

Shaykh al-Islam Ibn Taymiyyah (may Allah have mercy upon him) said: “Sins do 

always accompany man. So, he needs guidance in every moment. In fact, he 

needs guidance more than he needs food and drink.” 

Knock on the door of the heaven! 

About Ibrāhim (Abraham) (peace be upon him), Allah Almighty says:  

 [ 99]الصافات:  ﴾٩٩وَقَالَ إنَ يَ ذَاهبَ  إلَيَ  رَب يَ سَيَهۡدَينَ ﴿

{He said, “I am going to my Lord; He will guide me...} [Surat as-Sāffāt: 99] 

Turn to Allah with your weakness, He will turn to you with His power. Go to 

Him with your humiliation, He will give you honor. 

Go to Allah in loneliness, and He will give you company. 

Go to Allah in need, and He will make you self-sufficient. 

Go to Allah with your distress, and He will give you relief. 

Go to Allah with your grief, and He will grant you joy. 

My Lord, save me from Your punishment; I am humbly submissive to You and 

fearful of You. 

Make me taste Your pardon on a Day no children or wealth will be of any avail. 

A last word.. 

Al-Shīrāzi (may Allah have mercy upon him) said: “One day I stayed up at night 

with my father and the people around us were asleep. I said: ‘None of those has 

got up to offer two Rak‘ahs!’ He said: ‘Son, if you remained asleep, it would be 

better for you than talking ill of people.’” Your righteousness does not give you 

the right to mock the misguidance of others. Indeed, hearts are between the two 

Fingers of Allah and He overturns them as He wishes. So, do not be deluded by 

your worship and pious acts for these are only favors from your Lord. Implore 
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Him to make you steadfast on guidance and to guide others. Addressing His 

Prophet (may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him), Allah Almighty says:  

ا قَليَلاً﴿ ن ثبَهتۡنَ كَ لقََدۡ كدَته ترَۡكَن  إلَيَۡهَمۡ شَيۡـ ّٗ
َ
 [ 74]الإسراء:  ﴾٧٤وَلوَۡلآَ أ

{Had We not made you stand firm, you would nearly have inclined to them a 
little.} [Surat al-Isrā’: 74] 

So, what about us?! 

O Allah, guide us to the truth over which there was disagreement, by Your 

permission; indeed, You guide whom You will to a straight path. 

83 

An-Nasīr (the Helper) 

The Prophet’s Companions (may Allah be pleased with them) did not like the 

terms of the Hudaybiyah Treaty. 

‘Umar ibn al-Khattāb (may Allah be pleased with him) reported: “I came to the 

Prophet (may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) and said: ‘Are you not 

the Prophet of Allah?’ He said: ‘Yes.’ I said: ‘Are we not on the path of truth and 

our enemy on the path of falsehood?’ He said: ‘Yes.’ I said: ‘So, why would we 

act humbly with regard to our religion?’ 

Thereupon, he (may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) said: ‘I am the 

Messenger of Allah; I do not disobey Him and He shall grant me victory.’” 

[Narrated by Al-Bukhāri - this is his wording - and Muslim] 

Exalted are You Who make the truth victorious over widespread evil. 

You give the rights to those to whom they are due, and Your help is the 

strongest and closest. 

About Himself, Allah Almighty says:  

ْ ٱفَ  ....﴿ وٓا نه  عۡلَم 
َ
َ ٱأ مۡ  نعَۡمَ  لِلّه  [ 40]الأنفال:  ﴾٤٠ لنهصَير  ٱوَنعَۡمَ  لمَۡوۡليَ  ٱمَوۡلىَ ك 
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{...then know that Allah is your Protector. What an excellent Protector and an 
excellent Helper!} [Surat al-Anfāl: 40] 

It is the Almighty Lord Who helps His messengers, prophets, and pious servants 

and supports them against their enemies in this world and on the Day of 

Judgment. Allah Almighty says:  

لَنَا وَ ﴿ ر  ر س  هذَينَ ٱإنَها لنََنص  ةَ ٱءَامَن واْ فيَ  ل نۡيَا ٱ لحۡيََو  وم   لدُّ شۡهَ د  ٱوَيَوۡمَ يَق 
َ
 [ 51]غافر:  ﴾٥١لأۡ

{We will surely help Our messengers and those who believe in the life of this 
world and on the Day when the witnesses will come forward.} [Surat Ghāfir: 51] 

Our Lord is the One Who helps the vulnerable and saves the oppressed from 

oppression, even if they are disbelievers. Indeed, there is no true helper for 

them but Allah. 

Allah Almighty helps the believers against their enemies, including the outside 

enemies such as the disbelievers and oppressors, and the inside enemies like 

one’s self and the devil, which are more dangerous than one’s external enemies.  

لمَۡ ترََ إلَيَ ﴿
َ
هذَينَ ٱأ َ ٱي جَ دَل ونَ فيَٓ ءَايَ تَ  ل هي  ي صۡرَف ونَ  لِلّه ن

َ
 [ 69]غافر:  ﴾٦٩أ

{As for those who strive in Our cause, We will surely guide them to Our ways, 
for Allah is certainly with those who do good.} [Surat al-‘Ankabūt: 69] 

If help comes from Allah to anyone, he cannot be defeated; and if Allah fails 

someone, no one can help him. 

م  ﴿ رۡك  مۡۖ  لِلّه  ٱإنَ ينَص   [ 160]آل عمران:    ﴾...فَلاَ غاَلبََ لكَ 

{If Allah helps you, none can overcome you...} [Surat Ᾱl ‘Imrān: 160] 

Forms of help: 

Allah Almighty bestows His help upon His servants in various and limitless 

forms and types that they do not expect. 

It may take the form of sending supporting angels as Allah helped His Prophet 

(may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) and his Companions during the 

Battle of Badr. It may also come in the form of wind like the case of ‘Ād and the 

Battle of Ahzāb; or by sending birds in flocks like the case of the companions of 
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the elephant; or by the outcry like the case of Thamūd; or by sinking into earth 

like the case of Qārūn; or by throwing from a high place as happened to the 

people of Lūt (Lot); or by the flood like the case of the people of Nūh (Noah). 

The soldiers of Allah Almighty are numberless, and He shall certainly fulfill His 

purpose, and He is Able to do all things. 

Help may sometimes come in the form of victory over the enemies, such as the 

victory of Sulaymān (Solomon) and Dāwūd (David) (peace be upon both of them) 

and the victory of Prophet Muhammad (may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon 

him). 

And it may also come in the form of revenge against the deniers during the 

prophets’ lifetime, like the people of Noah, the people of Lot, and Pharaoh; or 

after their death, like enabling Bukhtanasar (Nebuchadnezzar) to overcome the 

killers of Prophet Yahya (John the Baptist) (peace be upon him) and enabling the 

Romans to overpower those who had wanted to kill ‘Isa (Jesus) (peace be upon 

him). 

Allah Almighty says:  

لَنَا وَ ﴿ ر  ر س  هذَينَ ٱإنَها لنََنص  ةَ ٱءَامَن واْ فيَ  ل نۡيَا ٱ لحۡيََو  وم   لدُّ شۡهَ د  ٱوَيَوۡمَ يَق 
َ
 [ 51]غافر:  ﴾٥١لأۡ

{We will surely help Our messengers and those who believe in the life of this 
world and on the Day when the witnesses will come forward.} [Surat Ghāfir: 51] 

The adequate answer.. 

Al-Suddi said: “The prophets and the believers would be killed in worldly life 

although they were helped (by Allah). The people who did this to the prophets 

and the believers would not die until Allah send other people through whom He 

would take revenge for those who had been killed. Thus, the obscurity in this 

verse is cleared.” There is another obscurity cited by some people regarding the 

verse that says:  

ؤۡمَنيَنَ ٱللَۡكَ فرَيَنَ علَىَ  لِلّه  ٱوَلنَ يَجۡعَلَ  ...﴿  [ 141]النساء:  ﴾١٤١سَبيَلاً لمۡ 

{...And Allah will never give the disbelievers a way over the believers.} [Surat 
an-Nisā’: 141] 
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There is no obscurity in this regard as far as the Hereafter is concerned. 

But with regard to worldly life, the answer is as Ibn al-Qayyim (may Allah have 

mercy upon him) said: “If their faith weakens, their enemies get a way against 

them in proportion to the decrease in their faith.” Indeed, the believer is 

endowed with honor, dominance, help, and victory:  

لَنَا وَ ﴿ ر  ر س  هذَينَ ٱإنَها لنََنص  ةَ ٱءَامَن واْ فيَ  ل نۡيَا ٱ لحۡيََو  وم   لدُّ شۡهَ د  ٱوَيَوۡمَ يَق 
َ
 [ 51]غافر:  ﴾٥١لأۡ

{We will surely help Our messengers and those who believe in the life of this 
world and on the Day when the witnesses will come forward.} [Surat Ghāfir: 51] 

What we see today, as the disbelievers are stronger and dominant over the 

believers, is due to what the Muslims did to their religion by way of adding 

thereto or omitting therefrom. If they repent, their faith will be complete and 

help will come to them from their Lord:  

َۖ ٱوعَۡدَ ﴿ خۡلفَ   لِلّه  [ 6]الروم:  ﴾...  ۥوعَۡدَه   لِلّه  ٱلاَ ي 

{This is the promise of Allah. Allah never breaks His promise...} [Surat ar-Rūm: 
6] 

The price for help is faith, preparation, and patience. Allah Almighty says:  

ا عَلَيۡنَا نصَۡر  ...﴿ ؤۡمَنيَنَ ٱوكََانَ حَقًّ  [ 47]الروم:  ﴾٤٧لمۡ 

{...For it is incumbent upon Us to help the believers.} [Surat ar-Rūm: 47] 

He also says:  

ا ﴿ م مه واْ لهَ  عَدُّ
َ
بََاطَ  سۡتَطَعۡت مٱوَأ ةٖ وَمَن ر  َن ق وه  [ 60]الأنفال:   ﴾... لخۡيَۡلَ ٱم 

{Prepare against them whatever force you can...} [Surat al-Anfāl: 60] 

And He says:  

﴿...  ِۗ مۡ شَيۡـ ًا ه  مۡ كَيۡد  ك  رُّ واْ لاَ يضَ  واْ وَتَتهق   [ 120]آل عمران:  ﴾...وَإِن تصَۡبرَ 

{...But if you keep patient and fear Allah, their schemes will not harm you in 
the least...} [Surat Ᾱl ‘Imrān: 120] 
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And the Prophet (may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) said: “... And 

victory comes with patience.” [Narrated by Ahmad; Sahīh (authentic)] 

Thereupon, help comes down from Allah, the Supporter, the Helper, Who says:  

ها مَنۡ عَندَ  لنهصۡر  ٱوَمَا  ...﴿ َ ٱإلَ عَزيَزَ ٱ  لِلّه
 [ 126]آل عمران:  ﴾١٢٦لحۡكََيمَ ٱ لۡ

{...Victory only comes from Allah, the All-Mighty, the All-Wise.} [Surat Ᾱl 
‘Imrān: 126] 

He also says:  

م  ﴿ رۡك  مۡۖ  لِلّه  ٱإنَ ينَص   [ 160]آل عمران:    ﴾...فَلاَ غاَلبََ لكَ 

{If Allah helps you, none can overcome you...} [Surat Ᾱl ‘Imrān: 160] 

If Allah is with you, who could stand against you?! 

And if He is against you, who could help you?! 

Whoever resorts to Allah Almighty, He will give him sufficiency and elevate his 

status:  

ْ ٱوَ  ....﴿ وا َ  عۡتَصَم  َ ٱب مۡۖ فَنعَۡمَ  لِلّه وَ مَوۡلىَ ك   [ 78]الحج:  ﴾٧٨لنهصَير  ٱوَنعَۡمَ  لمَۡوۡليَ  ٱه 

{...And hold fast to Allah, for He is your Protector; what an excellent Protector 
and an excellent Helper!} [Surat al-Hajj: 78] 

Moreover, the believer loves his fellow believers and supports them even 

when they are distant from him in terms of place or time. 

O Allah, the Helper, help us against the disbelievers. 

84 

Al-Wārith (The Inheritor) 

It was said to a wise man: Why do you always hold a stick even though you are 

not old or sick? He replied: So as to remember that I am on a journey. 

I hold the stick not due to weakness 

or old age. 
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But I obliged myself to hold it to remind myself 

that the resident is in fact traveling. 

Travelers are notified that they have no permanent stay in this life, hence, they 

should not feel settled therein. Allah Almighty says:  

رۡضَ ٱ إنَها نَحۡن  نرَثَ  ﴿
َ
 [ 40]مريم:  ﴾٤٠وَمَنۡ عَلَيۡهَا وَإِليَۡنَا ي رجَۡع ونَ  لأۡ

{It is We Who will inherit the earth and all those who are on it, and to Us they 
will be returned.} [Surat Maryam: 40] 

In fact, Allah is the Inheritor - Exalted be He. 

We pause here with Allah’s name “Al-Wārith”. This is a reminder for ourselves; 

hopefully Allah will show mercy to us. 

Allah Almighty says:  

 [ 23]الحجر:  ﴾٢٣ لۡوَ رثَ ونَ ٱوَن مَيت  وَنَحۡن   ۦوَإِنها لنََحۡن  ن حۡىَ ﴿

{Indeed, it is We Who give life and cause death, and We are the Inheritors [of 
all things].} [Surat al-Hijr: 23] 

Our Lord, Exalted be He, will remain after all creatures perish, and He will 

inherit everything after all those in the heavens and the earth will cease to exist. 

Our Lord is the Inheritor Who has no testator and the Ever-Lasting Lord Whose 

kingdom has no bounds.  

رۡضَ ٱ إنَها نَحۡن  نرَثَ  ﴿
َ
 [ 40]مريم:  ﴾٤٠وَمَنۡ عَلَيۡهَا وَإِليَۡنَا ي رجَۡع ونَ  لأۡ

{It is We Who will inherit the earth and all those who are on it, and to Us they 
will be returned.} [Surat Maryam: 40] 

Allah Almighty is the original possessor of all things, and He bequeathes 

whatever He wills to whomever He wills. In the Qur’an, He says:  

رۡضَ ٱإنَه  ...﴿
َ
َ  لأۡ َ ي ورثَ هَا مَن يشََاءٓ  مَنۡ عَبَادهَ تهقَينَ  لۡعَ قَبَة  ٱوَ  ۖۦ لَِلّه  [ 128]الأعراف:  ﴾١٢٨للَۡم 

{The earth belongs to Allah; He gives it as an inheritance to whom He wills of 
His slaves, but the outcome is for those who fear Allah.} [Surat al-A‘rāf: 128] 
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The Almighty Lord will bequeath to the believers the dwellings of the 

disbelievers in this world and in the Hereafter. 

Regarding their dwellings in worldly life, Allah Almighty says:  

همۡ تَطَـ  وهَا  ﴿ ا ل رۡضّٗ
َ
مۡ وَأ مۡوَ لهَ 

َ
مۡ وَأ مۡ وَدَيَ رهَ  رۡضَه 

َ
مۡ أ وۡرَثكَ 

َ
 [ 27]الأحزاب:  ﴾...وَأ

{He also made you inherit their land, their homes and their wealth, and a land 
on which you have not yet set foot...} [Surat al-Ahzāb: 27] 

And regarding their dwellings in the Hereafter, He says:  

ا  لهتىَٱ لجَۡنهة  ٱتلَۡكَ ﴿  [ 63]مريم:  ﴾٦٣ن ورثَ  مَنۡ عَبَادَناَ مَن كَانَ تقََي ّٗ

{Such is the Paradise which We will give as an inheritance to those of Our 
slaves who feared Allah.} [Surat Maryam: 63] 

He also says:  

ٖ تَجرَۡي مَن تَحۡتهََم   ﴿
َنۡ غَل  ورهَمَ م  د  ۖ ٱوَنزَعَۡنَا مَا فيَ ص  نهَۡ ر 

َ
َ    لحَۡمۡد  ٱوَقَال واْ    لأۡ هذَيٱلَِلّه نها    ل هَدَى نَا لهََ ذَا وَمَا ك 

هَدَى نَا   نۡ 
َ
أ لوَۡلآَ  ۖ ٱلنََهۡتَدَيَ  َ   لِلّه  ب رَب نََا  ل   َ  ٱلقََدۡ جَاءَٓتۡ ر س  ن    لحۡقَ 

َ
أ وٓاْ  م  وَن ود  نت مۡ   لجۡنَهة  ٱ  تلَكۡ  بمََا ك  وهَا  ورثَۡت م 

 
أ

 [ 43]الأعراف:  ﴾٤٣تَعۡمَل ونَ 

{We will remove all ill feelings from their hearts and rivers will flow beneath 
them. They will say, “All praise be to Allah Who has guided us to this, for We 
would not have been guided to this if Allah had not guided us. The messengers 
of our Lord came with the truth.” They will be called, “This is Paradise that you 
are made to inherit for what you used to do.”} [Surat al-A‘rāf: 43] 

Moreover, the Qur’an is a book of guidance, honor, and success, which Allah 

gives as inheritance to those whom He chooses. He says:  

وۡرَثۡنَا  ﴿
َ
أ هذَينَ ٱ  لكَۡتَ بَ ٱث مه  ل نََفۡسَهَ   صۡطَفَيۡنَا ٱ  ل ظَالمَٞ  مۡ  فَمَنۡه  عَبَادَنَاۖ  سَابقَ     ۦمَنۡ  مۡ  وَمَنۡه  قۡتَصَدٞ  مُّ م  وَمَنۡه 

 َ َ  ٱ بإَذَۡنَ  لخۡيَۡرَ تَ ٱب وَ  لِلّه  [ 32]فاطر:  ﴾٣٢لكَۡبيَر  ٱ لفَۡضۡل  ٱذَ لكََ ه 

{Then We made to inherit the Book those whom We have chosen from among 
Our slaves. But among them are some who wrong themselves, some follow a 
middle course, and some are foremost in good deeds with Allah’s permission. 
That is the great bounty.} [Surat Fātir: 32] 
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The real ownership.. 

As the believers are made successors on earth and they will ultimately return 

to their Lord, Allah, out of His bounty, commands them to spend out of what He 

has bestowed upon them, though all entirely belongs to Him, and He promises to 

give them abundant rewards for that. Allah Almighty says:  

﴿ َ َ ٱءَامَن واْ ب ولهََ   لِلّه سۡتَخۡلفََينَ فيَهَ  فَ   ۦوَرَس  م مُّ ا جَعَلكَ  واْ مَمه نفقَ 
َ
هذَينَ ٱوَأ جۡرٞ   ل

َ
مۡ أ واْ لهَ  نفَق 

َ
مۡ وَأ ءَامَن واْ مَنك 

 [ 7]الحديد:  ﴾٧كَبيَرٞ 

{Believe in Allah and His Messenger, and spend [in Allah’s cause] out of what 
He has entrusted you with. For those among you who believe and spend, there 
will be a great reward.} [Surat al-Hadīd: 7] 

He also says:  

واْ فيَ سَبيَلَ  ﴿ ها ت نفقَ  ل
َ
مۡ أ َ ٱ وَمَا لكَ  َ مَيرَ ث   لِلّه مَ وَ تَ ٱ وَلَِلّه رۡضَ  ٱوَ  لسه

َ
 [ 10]الحديد:  ﴾....لأۡ

{Why is it that you do not spend in the cause of Allah, when Allah alone will 
inherit the heavens and earth?...} [Surat al-Hadīd: 10] 

So, the real ownership is what one keeps in store for the Day of Judgment. 

Mutarrif reported that his father ‘Abdullah ibn al-Shikhkhīr (may Allah be 

pleased with him) said: “I came to the Messenger of Allah (may Allah’s peace and 

blessings be upon him) as he was reciting:  

م  ﴿ لهَۡى ك 
َ
كَاث ر  ٱأ  [ 1]التكاثر:  ﴾١لته

{Competition for worldly gains distracts you [from Allah]} [Surat at-Takāthur: 1] 

Thereupon, he said: ‘The son of Adam says: “My wealth, my wealth.” O son of 

Adam, do you own of your wealth other than what you eat and consume, 

or what you wear and wear out, or what you give in charity and send 

forward?’” [Narrated by Muslim] 

The believer knows that what he possesses is only a trust given to him, and 

Allah Almighty looks to see how he will act. 

The wealth and family are nothing but a trust; 
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and trusts will surely be returned one day. 

In supplications.. 

You should know that invoking Allah Almighty by this name falls under the 

general meaning of the verse that says:  

﴿  َ سۡمَاءٓ  ٱوَلَِلّه
َ
وه  ٱفَ   لحۡ سۡنَى  ٱ  لأۡ واْ    دۡع  هذَينَ ٱبهََاۖ وَذَر  سۡمََٰٓئهََ   ل

َ
ونَ فيَٓ أ  ﴾١٨٠سَي جۡزَوۡنَ مَا كَان واْ يَعۡمَل ونَ    ۦ ي لحَۡد 

 [ 180]الأعراف:  
{Allah has the Most Beautiful Names, so call upon Him by them...} [Surat al-

A‘rāf:180] 

This is specially so when we are keen to use the name suitable for the situation 

and the object of invocation. An example is the supplication by Zakariyya 

(Zachariah) (peace be upon him):  

نتَ خَيۡر    ۥوَزَكَريَهآ إذَۡ نَادَى  رَبهه  ﴿
َ
ا وَأ َ لاَ تذََرۡنيَ فرَۡدّٗ  [ 89]الأنبياء:  ﴾٨٩ لۡوَ رثَيَنَ ٱرَب 

{And [remember] Zachariah, when he cried out to his Lord, “My Lord, do not 
leave me childless, for You are the Best of Inheritors.”} [Surat al-Anbiyā’: 89] 

Another verse reads: 

تيَ ٱمَن وَرَاءَٓي وكََانتََ    لمَۡوَ ليََ ٱوَإِن يَ خَفۡت   ﴿
َ
ا   مۡرَأ نكَ وَليَ ّٗ هد  ا فَهَبۡ ليَ مَن ل يرََث نىَ وَيرَثَ  مَنۡ ءَالَ    ٥عاَقرَّٗ

وبَۖ وَ  ا  جۡعَلهۡ  ٱيَعۡق  َ رَضَي ّٗ  [ 6-5]مريم:  ﴾٦رَب 

{And I fear my kinsmen after me, and my wife is barren; so grant me from 
Yourself an heir, who will inherit [prophethood] from me and from the house of 
Jacob, and make him, O Lord, well pleasing to You.} [Surat Maryam: 5-6] 

The inheritance referred to in the verses is that of knowledge, prophethood, 

and the call to Allah. It is not an inheritance of wealth. Another example of such 

blessed inheritance occurs in the verse that says:  

لَيۡمَ ن  دَاو  ﴿ ۖ  ۥوَوَرثََ س   [ 16]النمل:  ﴾ ...  دَ

{And Solomon inherited David...} [Surat an-Naml: 16] 
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The Prophet (may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) is authentically 

reported to have said in supplication: “Allāhumma amti‘ni bisam‘i wa basari 

waj‘alhuma al-wāritha minni (O Allah, make me enjoy my hearing and my 

sight and leave them to inherit me).” [Narrated by Al-Hākim in Al-Mustadrak; 

Sahīh (authentic)] 

In connection with this name, scholars noted that a person should fear Allah 

Almighty with regard to the rights of inheritance and refrain from being unjust to 

any rightful heir. 

O Allah, we implore You by Your name “Al-Wārith” to maintain our hearing and 

sight and keep them sound till we die. 

85 

Ash-Shāfi (The Healer) 

The Prophet (may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) went to visit a sick 

Bedouin who was suffering severe pain. Encouraging and consoling him, the 

Prophet (may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) said: “It is a 

purification.” 

The Bedouin said: “Rather, it is a fever that boils in an old man and leads him 

to the grave.” 

Thereupon, the Prophet (may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) said: 

“Then, it is so.” [Narrated by Al-Bukhāri and Muslim] 

In most cases, a person recovers or continues to be ill due to himself. If we 

have joyful thoughts, we become happy. So, when we entertain hopeful 

thoughts about recovery and put our trust in Allah Almighty, we get actually 

cured, by Allah’s permission. On the contrary, if obsessions about illness 

overcome us, we will mostly remain sick. 

Our Lord has opened the door of hope to every sick person. He says:  

ونيَٓ ٱ ...﴿ مۡ   دۡع  سۡتَجَبۡ لكَ 
َ
 [ 60]غافر:   ﴾...أ



  

 

372 

{...Call upon Me; I will respond to you...} [Surat Ghāfir: 60] 

He also says: 

﴿ َ سۡمَاءٓ  ٱوَلَِلّه
َ
وه  ٱفَ  لحۡ سۡنَى  ٱ لأۡ  [ 180]الأعراف:   ﴾...بهََاۖ  دۡع 

{Allah has the Most Beautiful Names, so call upon Him by them...} [Surat al-
A‘rāf:180] 

One of Allah’s beautiful names is “Ash-Shāfi”. So, let us seek closeness to Allah 

Almighty by this name so that we can draw close to our purpose and fulfill our 

needs. 

Whenever the Prophet (may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) visited a 

sick person, or a sick person was brought to him, he would say: “Adh-hib al-bās 

Rabba an-nās, ishfi wa anta Ash-Shāfi la shifā’a illa shifā’uka shifā’an la 

yughādiru saqama (O Allah, the Lord of the people, remove the trouble 

and heal, for You are the Healer. No healing is of any avail but Yours; 

healing that leaves no ailment).” [Narrated by Al-Bukhāri and Muslim] 

Healing is cure and recovery from illness. 

Our Lord, Exalted be He, is the One Who removes trouble and sickness, and 

cures the ill through the proper means as well as through hope. An ill person 

may recover without medicine, or he may recover by undergoing medical 

treatment, which leads to cure. Both are the same as far as the ability of Allah is 

concerned. 

As Allah Almighty cures sick bodies, He also heals hearts, chests, and souls and 

purifies them from their sickness and discomfort. In the Qur’an, He says:  

هَا  ﴿ يُّ
َ
أ فيَ    لنهاس  ٱيََٰٓ ل مََا  وَشَفَاءٓٞ  مۡ  ب كَ  ره َن  م  وعَۡظَةٞ  مه م  جَاءَٓتكۡ  ورَ ٱقَدۡ  د  ؤۡمَنيَنَ   لصُّ ل لَۡم  وَرَحۡمةَٞ  ى  دّٗ وهَ 
 [ 57]يونس:  ﴾٥٧

{O mankind, there has come to you an exhortation from your Lord, a cure for 
[illness] of the hearts, a guidance and mercy for the believers.} [Surat Yūnus: 57] 

Allah Almighty heals whomever He wills, and He may keep the methods of 

remedy out of the doctors’ reach, if He so decides. 
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He alone can bring about healing. He has no partner and there is no true 

healing but His. Abraham (peace be upon him) is quoted in the Qur’an as saying:  

وَ يشَۡفَينَ ﴿  [ 80]الشعراء:  ﴾٨٠وَإِذَا مَرضَۡت  فَه 

{And when I am ill He heals me.} [Surat ash-Shu‘arā’: 80] 

Also, the Prophet (may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) said: “... 

There is no healer but You.” [Narrated by Al-Bukhāri] Out of Allah’s bounty, He 

does not send down a disease except with its remedy. The Prophet (may Allah’s 

peace and blessings be upon him) is authentically reported to have said: “O 

servants of Allah, make use of medical treatment for Allah has not created 

a disease without making a remedy for it, with the exception of one 

disease: old age.” [Narrated by Al-Tirmidhi; Sahīh (authentic)] 

Your refuge.. 

A person may fall ill and all means of cure get blocked, and hope begins to 

vanish and distress hardens, with no refuge in sight among created beings. In a 

situation like this, he seems to say: 

It has destroyed me, though it is something hidden. 

I would not be weakened by the vicissitudes of life. 

But now, if I even rest my head upon my hand, 

I get attacked by what weakens my hand. 

If the night becomes tougher than the day, 

One would wish that the day were dark as night. 

Under such circumstances, one, driven by his innate disposition, resorts to his 

Lord in bad need and submissiveness.  

م   ...﴿ ك  رُّ ٱث مه إذََا مَسه ونَ  لضُّ  [ 53]النحل:  ﴾٥٣فَإلَيَۡهَ تَجۡـ َر 

{...Then when you are afflicted with hardship, to Him alone you cry out for 
help.} [Surat an-Nahl: 53] 
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The believer invokes Allah by His name “the Healer”, saying: O Allah, cure me; 

O the Healer, heal me. Likewise, the disbeliever resorts to Allah and stands 

submissive and weak at His door hoping to be cured.  

وتيَت ه    لإۡنَسَ نَ ٱفَإذََا مَسه  ﴿
 
مَآ أ َنها قَالَ إنَه لۡنَ ه  نعَۡمَةّٗ م  ٞ دَعاَناَ ث مه إذََا خَوه ر  علَىَ  عَلۡم  بلَۡ هَىَ فتَۡنَةٞ وَلَ كَنه    ۥض 

ونَ  مۡ لاَ يَعۡلَم  كۡثَرهَ 
َ
 [ 49]الزمر:    ﴾٤٩أ

{When adversity befalls man, he cries out to Us. Then when We grant him a 
favor from Us, he says, “I have been granted this only because of my 
knowledge.” It is rather a test, but most of them do not know.} [Surat az-Zumar: 
49] 

After such persistence and patience, relief comes, and the Healer gives His 

permission for healing.  

جَيب  ﴿ ن ي  مه
َ
ضۡطَره ٱأ وءَٓ ٱإذََا دَعاَه  وَيَكۡشَف   لمۡ   [ 62]النمل:  ﴾... لسُّ

{Is He [not better] Who responds to the distressed when he calls out to Him, 
and Who relieves suffering...} [Surat an-Naml: 62] 

His bounty is great and His giving is ceaseless. At a certain point, you find that 

the needs are fulfilled, the supplications are answered, mercy descends, the 

tribulation comes to an end, and the cure arrives. 

How often a doctor tells a patient that he will die, and he leaves in sadness and 

distress; 

yet it is the doctor who dies, and the patient lives on. 

Ibn al-Qayyim (may Allah have mercy upon him) said: “Allah Almighty does not 

afflict His servants to ruin them, but to test their patience and servitude to Him. 

Allah has the right of the servitude of hardship upon His servants.” 

The way of the righteous.. 

The difference between the believers and others is that the believers know 

that everything is in the Hand of Allah Almighty and that He is the Healer and the 

Most Merciful of those who show mercy, and that the disease has only been 

sent for a good purpose only known to Allah, the Most Merciful.  
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وَ خَيۡرٞ  ..﴿ ا وهَ  واْ شَيۡـ ّٗ ن تكَۡرهَ 
َ
 [ 216]البقرة:   ﴾..وعََسَىَٰٓ أ

{...But it maybe that you dislike something which is good for you...} [Surat al-
Baqarah: 216] 

No matter how things become hard and turbulent, they are all subject to 

Allah’s will.  

َ  لِلّه  ٱوَ  ...﴿ مۡرهَ
َ
كۡثَرَ  ۦغاَلبَ  علَىََٰٓ أ

َ
اسَ ٱوَلَ كَنه أ ونَ  لنه  [ 21]يوسف:  ﴾٢١لاَ يَعۡلَم 

{...Allah’s decree always prevails, but most people do not know.} [Surat Yūsuf: 
21] 

So, the believer meets his illness with contentment and submission to Allah’s 

will, seeking divine reward. The believer also knows that “whatever had befallen 

him would not have missed him; and whatever had missed him would not have 

befallen him.” Allah Almighty says:  

ها مَا كَتَبَ ﴿  [ 51]التوبة:   ﴾...لنََا   لِلّه  ٱق ل لهن ي صَيبَنَآ إلَ

{Say, “Nothing will ever befall us except that which Allah has decreed for us...} 
[Surat at-Tawbah: 51] 

And the Prophet (may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) said: “If you 

spend the like of Uhud of gold in the cause of Allah, Allah will not accept it 

from you until you believe in destiny, and until you know that what had 

befallen you would not have missed you and what had missed you would 

not have befallen you. If you die believing in other than this, you will enter 

Hellfire.” [Narrated by Abu Dāwūd; Sahīh (authentic)] 

‘Ali ibn Abi Tālib passed by ‘Adiyy ibn Hātim (may Allah be pleased with both of 

them) and found him sad and dejected. He asked him: “O ‘Adiyy, why are you 

sad and dejected?” 

He said: “Why should I not be so, whereas my children were killed and my eye 

was gouged out?” 

Thereupon, ‘Ali said: “O ‘Adiyy, if a person accepts the predestination of Allah, 

it happens to him and he gets rewarded; and if he does not accept the 
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predestination of Allah, it still happens to him, and his deeds are rendered 

worthless.” 

Scholars said: The more a person stands in need of Allah and in humble 

submission to Him, the more readily his supplications get answered and relief 

comes. 

Everyone of us has necessarily experienced illness and seen how it exposes our 

weakness and that there is no power nor strength except through Allah. Yet, 

when the cure comes and the illness and trouble go away, our condition 

changes, as the poet says: 

We invoke our Lord in every distress and then forget Him after the relief. 

How could we hope that our invocations be answered, whereas we have 

blocked the way by sins?! 

Amazing indeed is our attitude towards Allah Almighty! 

Do not be sad! 

If you are afflicted with a disease, you should know that Allah is the Healer and 

nothing escapes His power. If you think that your illness is incurable, you thus 

distrust your Lord. Just turn to Him, place your trust in Him, show patience in 

pursuit of reward from Him, give charity, and implore Him pressingly: O Allah, 

the Healer! Indeed, He is the Truth, His speech is true, and He is Able to do all 

things. He says:  

م  ﴿ ونيَٓ ٱوَقَالَ رَبُّك  مۡ   دۡع  سۡتَجَبۡ لكَ 
َ
 [ 60]غافر:  ﴾...أ

{Your Lord says, “Call upon Me; I will respond to you...} [Surat Ghāfir: 60] 

The Prophet (may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) said: “Verily, Allah 

is Modest, Generous. He is too Modest to turn down His servant empty-

handed when he raises his hands (in supplication) to Him.” [Narrated by Al-

Tirmidhi; Sahīh (authentic)] Allah Almighty says:  

جَيب  ﴿ ن ي  مه
َ
ضۡطَره ٱأ وءَٓ ٱإذََا دَعاَه  وَيَكۡشَف   لمۡ   [ 62]النمل:  ﴾... لسُّ

{Is He [not better] Who responds to the distressed when he calls out to Him, 
and Who relieves suffering...} [Surat an-Naml: 62] 
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If you go through such a situation, Allah, out of His bounty, bestows upon you 

His great reward. The Prophet (may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) 

said: “No affliction hits a Muslim except that Allah expiates his sins on 

account of it, even if it is the prick of a thorn.” [Narrated by Al-Bukhāri - this 

is his wording - and Muslim] Ibn Taymiyyah (may Allah have mercy upon him) 

said: “Allah has such high ranks in His Abode of Honor - i.e. Paradise - that will 

only be attained by the afflicted.” 

Moreover, an afflicted person can derive some consolation from others who 

are also afflicted. Indeed, afflictions and sadness are common among people. 

Many are the afflictions and many are those who have to endure them 

patiently! 

You are not alone in tribulation; your hardship may be less compared to the 

hardships of others. 

Many are those who have been ill and confined to their beds for years. They 

turn to the right and the left in severe pain and suffering. Remember that this 

life is the prison for the believers and an abode of sadness and afflictions. As 

houses are alive with their inhabitants in the morning, they may suddenly 

become ruined and empty in the evening.  

 [ 4]البلد:   ﴾٤فيَ كَبَدٍ  لإۡنَسَ نَ ٱلقََدۡ خَلقَۡنَا  ﴿

{We have created man in hardship.} [Surat al-Balad: 4] 

Accept your life as it is and adapt to it. Indeed, it is innately hard and 

perfection is not part of its nature. 

Were it not for the bitterness of illness, one would not know the taste of good 

health. 

We have a good example in Ayyūb (Job) (peace be upon him). 

A believer should constantly ask Allah for safety and good health. ‘Abdullah al-

Taymiyy (may Allah have mercy upon him) used to say: “Ask Allah for safety and 

soundness constantly, for the afflicted person, even if his affliction is severe, is 

not more entitled to supplication than a sound and healthy one, who is not safe 

from afflictions. 
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Indeed, those who are afflicted today were sound and safe only a short while 

ago, and those who will be afflicted tomorrow are sound and safe today.” 

Ibn al-Qayyim (may Allah have mercy upon him) said: “Among the most 

effective ways of curing an illness is doing good, charity, Dhikr (remembrance of 

Allah), supplication, and repentance.” 

Ask the doctor who fell severely ill: How did you fall ill despite your medicine?! 

And ask a sick person who recovered despite the failure of doctors to treat 

him: Who restored good health to you?! 

Indeed, He is the Most Merciful Lord, the Healer.  

وَ يشَۡفَينَ ﴿  [ 80]الشعراء:  ﴾٨٠وَإِذَا مَرضَۡت  فَه 

{And when I am ill He heals me.} [Surat ash-Shu‘arā’: 80] 

O Allah, the Healer, cure us and cure all sick Muslims, O Lord of the worlds! 

86 

Al-Jamīl (The Beautiful) 

Sohaib (may Allah be pleased with him) reported that the Prophet (may Allah’s 

peace and blessings be upon him) said: “When the dwellers of Paradise enter 

Paradise, Allah Almighty will ask: ‘Do you want Me to give you anything 

more?’ They will say: ‘Have You not brightened our faces? Have You not 

made us enter Paradise and saved us from Hellfire?’ He will then lift the 

veil, and of all the things they were given, nothing will be dearer to them 

than looking at their Lord.” [Narrated by Muslim] 

Glory be to the One about Whose beauty minds get perplexed! 

Glory be to the One about Whose greatness minds get boggled! 

And glory be to the One Whose lights dazzle the minds! 

Allah is Beautiful and He loves beauty. Rather, He is all beauty, and all beauty 

comes from Him. He acts beautifully and gives reward for beautiful acts. 
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He is the Beautiful indeed. How could He not be?! 

The beauty of all creation 

is only a trace of the Beautiful Lord, 

Whose beauty is far greater 

and too magnificent to be expressed in words! 

The Prophet (may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) said: “Indeed, 

Allah is Beautiful and loves beauty.” [Narrated by Muslim] Commenting on 

Ibn al-Qayyim’s Nūniyyah poem, Shaykh Al-Sa‘di (may Allah have mercy upon 

him) said: “The Beautiful is the One Who possesses the traits of beauty and 

excellence. He is Beautiful in His essence, names, attributes, and actions. No one 

can describe even part of His beauty. In spite of all the enduring bliss, pleasures, 

and inestimable joys in which they will live, when the dwellers of Paradise see 

their Lord and enjoy His beauty, they will forget the bliss they have been in and 

their previous joys will vanish, and they will wish that the current situation will 

endure so that His beauty and light will cover them and add to their beauty. 

Indeed, their hearts were in permanent longing for seeing their Lord, and on ‘the 

Day of Increase’, they will be joyful beyond measure. He is also Beautiful in His 

names. All of them are beautiful; rather, they are the best and most beautiful 

ever.  

﴿ َ سۡمَاءٓ  ٱوَلَِلّه
َ
وه  ٱفَ  لحۡ سۡنَى  ٱ لأۡ  [ 180]الأعراف:   ﴾...بهََاۖ  دۡع 

{Allah has the Most Beautiful Names, so call upon Him by them...} [Surat al-
A‘rāf:180] 

They all point to the supreme praise, glory, and perfection. None of His names 

has partial perfection - it is complete perfection. 

And He is Beautiful in His attributes, all of which comprise perfection, 

commendation, and praise. 

Moreover, His actions are all beautiful. They are acts of kindness and 

benevolence for which He is worthy of praise and gratitude.” 



  

 

380 

If the trees were pens, the seas were ink, and the heavens were tablets, and all 

creatures kept praising Allah and writing down their praise of His beauty, they 

would fall short in giving Him His due and fail to show proper gratitude to Him. 

Minds do not encompass His beauty, nor do eyes grasp it. The Prophet (may 

Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) said: “I cannot enumerate praise of 

You. You are as You have praised Yourself.” [Narrated by Muslim] 

The beauty of the worlds.. 

All that the world contains - the land, seas, plants, the sun, the moon, the 

stars, and the animals - points to the beauty of Allah Almighty. He is the giver of 

beauty, and the giver of beauty must be far more beautiful.  

حۡسَن   لِلّه  ٱفَتَبَارَكَ   ...﴿
َ
 [ 14]المؤمنون:  ﴾١٤لۡخَ لقََينَ ٱأ

{...So Blessed is Allah, the Best of the Creators.} [Surat al-Mu’minūn: 14] 

Only those whose hearts are illuminated by the light of faith could see this 

beauty, and they see beyond it the beauty, magnificence, and perfection of 

Allah. 

Yet, if a person turns away from remembrance of Allah, denies His light, and 

revolts against His guidance, he will be deprived of seeing His magnificent 

beauty. This is because he has lost his insight and has become spiritually blind. 

O you who complain while having no disease, what would you do then if you 

became sick?! 

I wonder how you can see thorns in the flowers but fail to see above the dew 

the flowers. Indeed, he who has no beauty within his soul sees no beauty in the 

world around him. 

Longing.. 

Belief in this name increases a person in faith and longing to see the Beautiful 

Lord. The Prophet (may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) used to 

supplicate saying: “Wa as’aluka ladhdhat an-nazhari ila wajhika wa ash-

shawqa ila liqā’ika (And I ask You for the delight of looking at Your Face 

and the joy of meeting You).” [Narrated by Al-Tirmidhi; Sahīh (authentic)] 
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Then, he becomes tranquil and content with whatever Allah predestined for him, 

for He only does what is wise and good for His believing servants. All His actions 

are beautiful, and beautiful actions only lead to what is beautiful. This is how we 

should trust our Lord. In a Qudsi Hadīth, Allah Almighty said: “I am as My servant 

thinks of Me. If he thinks well of Me, he gets it; and if he thinks ill of Me, he gets 

it.” [Narrated by Ahmad; Sahīh (authentic)] 

I supplicate Allah and trust Him as much as if 

I see what He will do. 

Do not be ungrateful! 

The believer is beautiful, inwardly and outwardly, as he seeks closeness to 

Allah through his beauty. Also, Allah Almighty loves beautiful words, manners, 

and deeds, as He loves His servants to beautify their tongues with truthfulness, 

their hearts with sincerity, repentance, and reliance upon Him, their body organs 

with obedience and worship, and to beautify their bodies by showing Allah’s 

favors upon them in terms of fine clothing and cleanliness and purification. 

The believer knows his Lord through His beauty and worships Him according to 

the magnificence existing in His Shariah and religion. 

When the Prophet (may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) said to his 

Companions: “Anyone who has an atom’s weight of arrogance in his heart 

will not enter Paradise.” A man said: “One likes his clothes to be fine and 

his shoes to be fine.” Thereupon, he (may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon 

him) said: “Indeed, Allah is beautiful and He loves beauty. Arrogance is to 

reject the truth and despise people.” [Narrated by Muslim] 

O Allah, endow us with beauty in this world and in the Hereafter, give us 

inward and outward beauty, and make our words and deeds beautiful, O Lord of 

the worlds! 

87 - 88 



  

 

382 

Al-Qābid - Al-Bāsit (The Constrictor - The Expander) 

A word before starting.. 

To one who pursued all paths but found them blocked and knocked on all 

doors and found them closed.. 

To one who explored his inner self and the secrets of his being and found life 

constricted, despite its vastness.. 

To one who felt the bitterness of humiliation, and the shackles of helplessness 

trod on him and battered his being.. 

To one who was forsaken by his relatives and friends, and his foes gloated over 

him and he lost his self-confidence.. 

To one who was hit hard by disasters and surrounded by difficulties and 

unpleasant things, and relief was too slow in coming to him.. 

To one whose heart hardened and became hopeless and tired of life.. 

To one who suffered severe illness, a heavy debt, or abject poverty.. 

I say to them all: Do not be sad, for Allah Almighty is the Constrictor and the 

Expander. He will remove your distress and protect you at times of hardships 

and disasters. He will make you strong without your folks and self-sufficient 

without wealth, and He will grant you more if you show gratitude to Him, 

mention you if you mention Him, and give you if you ask from Him. 

So, turn to Him and seek closeness to Him through His two names: (Al-Qābid - 

Al-Bāsit). These two names are closely connected and should always be used 

together. We may not praise Allah by one of them without the other. 

If you want to obtain tranquility and relief within your heart, say as the 

Prophet (may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) used to say: “O Allah, all 

praise is due to You. 

O Allah, none can constrict what You expand nor expand what You 

constrict, nor bring near what You put far away or put far away what You 
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bring near. No one can give what You withhold nor withhold what You 

give. 

O Allah, expand for us some of Your blessings, mercy, favor, and 

sustenance.” [Narrated by Al-Bukhāri in Al-Adab al-Mufrad; Sahīh (authentic)] 

In the shades of His two names: Al-Qābid and Al-Bāsit: 

Our Lord, Exalted be He, is the One Who expands the provision for whomever 

He wills, ending poverty altogether, and Who constricts it to whomever He wills, 

until he possesses nothing. He does that by His perfect ability and justice, in line 

with His wisdom, and in ways that suit the conditions of His servants. If He gives 

him abundance, this does not stem from extravagance or ignorance, and if He 

constricts His sustenance, this is not due to insufficiency or stinginess. Allah 

Almighty says:  

بسََطَ   ۞﴿ َزۡقَ ٱ  لِلّه  ٱوَلوَۡ  َ   لر  فيَ    ۦلعََبَادهَ رۡضَ ٱلبََغَوۡاْ 
َ
إنَهه    لأۡ يشََاءٓ    ا  مه بقََدَرٖ  َل   نَز  ي  َ    ۥوَلَ كَن  خَبيَر     ۦبعََبَادهَ

 [ 27]الشورى:  ﴾٢٧بصََيرٞ 

{If Allah were to give abundant provision to [all] His slaves, they would 
transgress on earth; but He sends down what He wills in due measure. Indeed, 
He is All-Aware and All-Seeing of His slaves.} [Surat ash-Shūra: 27] 

When the prices went up during the Prophet’s lifetime, the Companions (may 

Allah be pleased with them) asked the Prophet (may Allah’s peace and blessings 

be upon him) to fix the prices. They said: “O Messenger of Allah, the prices 

have gone up. So, fix the prices for us.” He said: “Allah is the One Who 

fixes prices, the constrictor, the Expander, the Provider.” [Narrated by Ibn 

Mājah; Sahīh (authentic)] 

Our Lord, Exalted be He, takes charity from the wealthy and expands the 

provision for the weak. He takes charity, grows it, and expands His blessings. 

And our Lord is the One Who takes the souls out of the bodies at the time of 

death and expands the souls in them at the beginning of life. 

Also, Allah Almighty constricts the hearts of people and makes them so narrow 

as if they were climbing into the sky, and He expands them beyond capacity out 
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of His benevolence, kindness, and beauty, thus putting joy and relief into them. 

In the Qur’an, He says:  

ي ردََ  ﴿ يَهۡدَيهَ    لِلّه  ٱفَمَن  ن 
َ
صَدۡرَه     ۥأ ي ضَلهه     ۥيشَۡرَحۡ  ن 

َ
أ ي ردَۡ  وَمَن  صَدۡرَه     ۥللَإَۡسۡلَ مَ   ا     ۥيَجۡعَلۡ  حَرجَّٗ ضَي قًَا 

د  فيَ  عه نهمَا يصَه
َ
مَاءَٓ  ٱكَأ هذَينَ ٱعلَىَ  لر جَۡسَ ٱ لِلّه  ٱكَذَ لكََ يَجۡعَل   لسه  [ 125]الأنعام:  ﴾١٢٥لاَ ي ؤۡمَن ونَ  ل

{Whoever Allah wills to guide, He opens his heart to Islam; and whoever He 
wills to lead astray, He makes his heart tight and constricted, as if he were 
climbing up into the sky. This is how Allah punishes those who do not believe.} 
[Surat al-An‘ām: 125] 

Our Lord constricts and expands by His two honorable Hands, in a real manner 

and in a way that befits His majesty and magnificence, for whomever He wills 

among His servants. This includes the heavens and the earth. 

Allah Almighty says:  

واْ  ﴿ قَدَر  َ ٱوَمَا  َ   لِلّه قَدۡرهَ رۡض  ٱوَ    ۦحَقه 
َ
قَبۡضَت ه    لأۡ ا  مَ وَ ت  ٱوَ   لقَۡيَ مَةَٱيوَۡمَ     ۥجَمَيعّٗ بيََمَينهََ   لسه    ۦ مَطۡويَه ت   

بۡحَ نَه   ونَ   ۥس  ا ي شۡرَك   [ 67]الزمر:   ﴾٦٧وَتعََ لىَ  عَمه

{They did not revere Allah His true reverence. On the Day of Resurrection, the 
whole earth will be in His Grip, and the heavens will be rolled up in His Right 
Hand. Glorified and exalted is He above all what they associate with Him!} [Surat 
az-Zumar: 67] 

The Prophet (may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) is authentically 

reported to have said: “Allah Almighty will take hold of His heavens and 

earth with His two Hands and say: ‘I am Allah - constricting and expanding 

His Fingers - I am the King.’” [Narrated by Muslim] And our Lord expands His 

Hand to accept the repentance of those who do wrong. The Prophet (may Allah’s 

peace and blessings be upon him) is authentically reported to have said: “Allah 

expands His Hand during the night so the sinners of the day may repent, 

and expands His Hand during the day so the sinners of the night may 

repent. He keeps doing so until the sun rises from the west.” [Narrated by 

Muslim] 
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Our Lord also gives respite to the sinners, making them live between hope and 

fear. 

Our Lord expands His Hand every night to those who ask and supplicate Him. 

The Prophet (may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) is authentically 

reported to have said: “...Then He expands His Hands and says: ‘Who will 

lend One Who is neither indigent nor tyrant?’” [Narrated by Muslim] Also, 

our Lord gives expanse in knowledge and stature to whomever He wills. In the 

Qur’an, He says:  

 [ 247]البقرة:  ﴾... لجَۡسۡمَ  ٱوَ  لۡعَلۡمَ ٱبسَۡطَةّٗ فيَ   ۥوَزَادَه   ...﴿

{...And has increased him abundantly in knowledge and physique...} [Surat al-
Baqarah: 247] 

Our Lord will take a handful of Hellfire, with His honorable Hand, and bring out 

people who have never done any good. In a lengthy Hadīth, the Prophet (may 

Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) said: “And He will take a handful of 

Hellfire, bringing out of it some people who never did good.” [Narrated by 

Muslim] 

Also, our Lord constricts and expands light and darkness, leading to the 

alternation of night and day. 

And He constricts things by prohibition and expands others by permission. 

He also constricts and expands the hearts of His servants, and thus the 

believers live between hope and fear. 

He constricts and expands, 

and He elevates and lowers, by justice and measure. 

The measure: 

When a servant walks on the path to his Lord, worshiping Him and performing 

obligatory and supererogatory acts, with his heart being in deep attachment to 

Allah, you find him in relief and joy, with this good condition being expanded for 

him by the Almighty Lord. On the other hand, when a servants commits sins, he 

becomes uneasy and dispirited. 
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This feeling of unease is the constriction by Allah Almighty. It is a fleeting 

tribulation that leads to His grace.  

لَ ثَةَٱوَعلَىَ  ﴿ هذَينَ ٱ  لثه واْ حَتهىَٰٓ إذََا ضَاقَتۡ عَلَيۡهَم     ل ل فَ  رۡض  ٱخ 
َ
مۡ وَظَنُّوٓاْ   لأۡ ه  س  نف 

َ
بَتۡ وَضَاقَتۡ عَلَيۡهَمۡ أ بمََا رحَ 

 مَنَ 
َ
ها مَلجَۡأ ن ل

َ
َ ٱأ ْ  إنَه  لِلّه هآ إلَيَۡهَ ث مه تاَبَ عَلَيۡهَمۡ ليََت وب وٓا َ ٱإلَ وَ   لِلّه وهاب  ٱه   [ 118]التوبة:  ﴾١١٨لرهحَيم  ٱ لته

{[And Allah also turned in mercy to] the three who stayed behind, until the 
earth became constrained to them, despite its vastness, and their souls became 
a burden to them, and they realized that there was no refuge from Allah except 
in Him. Then He turned to them in mercy, so that they might repent, for Allah is 
the Accepter of Repentance, the Most Merciful.} [Surat at-Tawbah: 118] 

On the other hand, the feeling of relief and joy and the inclination towards 

Allah fall under the expanding by our Lord. 

Also, the feeling of unease, backtracking from worship, or lack of pleasure in 

worship falls under constriction. Indeed, a person could be constricted by sins, 

be they outward or inward, like the diseases of the heart. 

Thereupon, the Prophet (may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) said: 

“Verily, when a person commits a sin, his heart is marked with a black spot. 

When he repents, his heart is polished clean. But if he returns, it increases until it 

covers his entire heart. And that is the ‘Rān’ which Allah mentions:  

ا كَان واْ يكَۡسَب ونَ ﴿  [ 14]المطففين:  ﴾١٤كَلهاۖ بلَۡ  رَانَ علَىَ  ق ل وبهََم مه

{No indeed! Their hearts have been stained by what they used to commit!} 
[Surat al-Mutaffifīn: 14] 

” [Narrated by Ibn Hibbān; Classified as Sahīh (authentic) by Al-Arnā’ūt] The 

believer oscillates between expanding and constricting. Hence, he constantly 

implores his Lord to make him steadfast and grant him a good ending. The 

Prophet (may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) used to supplicate 

saying: “Ya muqallib al-qulūb thabbit qalby ‘ala dīnik (O Turner of the 

hearts, keep my heart firm upon Your religion).” [Narrated by Al-Tirmidhi; 

Sahīh (authentic)] If this is the case of the believer, then what about one who 

persists in sins and disobedience?! 
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The greatest type of expanding: 

Therefore, scholars said: The greatest act of expanding by Allah is expanding 

mercy within the hearts, illuminating them and bringing them out of the 

darkness of sins.  

فَمَن شَرَحَ ﴿
َ
ب هََ   ۥصَدۡرَه   لِلّه  ٱأ َن ره وَ علَىَ  ن ورٖ م   [ 22]الزمر:   ﴾...للَإَۡسۡلَ مَ فَه 

{Is one whose heart Allah has opened to Islam, so he is enlightened by his Lord 
[like a disbeliever]?...} [Surat az-Zumar: 22] 

ن يَهۡدَيهَ   لِلّه  ٱفَمَن ي ردََ ﴿
َ
 [ 125]الأنعام:  ﴾....للَإَۡسۡلَ مَ    ۥيشَۡرَحۡ صَدۡرَه    ۥأ

{Whoever Allah wills to guide, He opens his heart to Islam...} [Surat al-An‘ām: 
125] 

And its opposite occurs in the verse that says: 

ن ي ضَلهه   ...﴿
َ
د  فيَ   ۥيَجۡعَلۡ صَدۡرَه    ۥوَمَن ي ردَۡ أ عه نهمَا يصَه

َ
ا كَأ مَاءَٓ  ٱضَي قًَا حَرجَّٗ  [ 125]الأنعام:   ﴾... لسه

{And whoever He wills to lead astray, He makes his heart tight and constricted, 
as if he were climbing up into the sky} [Surat al-An‘ām: 125] 

In another verse, Allah Almighty says: 

ط  ﴿ َزۡقَ ٱق لۡ إنَه رَب يَ يبَسۡ  كۡثَرَ  لر 
َ
اسَ ٱلمََن يشََاءٓ  وَيقَۡدَر  وَلَ كَنه أ ونَ  لنه  [ 36]سبأ:  ﴾٣٦لاَ يَعۡلَم 

{Say, “My Lord extends provision to whom He wills or restricts it, but most 
people do not know”.} [Surat Saba’: 36] 

He also says: 

ط  ﴿ َزۡقَ ٱإنَه رَبهكَ يبَسۡ  َ   ۥلمََن يشََاءٓ  وَيقَۡدَر   إنَهه   لر  ا ۦكَانَ بعََبَادهَ  [ 30]الإسراء:  ﴾٣٠خَبيَرَ ا بصََيرّٗ

{Your Lord extends provision to whom He wills or restricts it. He is All-Aware 
and All-Seeing of His slaves.} [Surat al-Isrā’: 30] 

He informs us that expanding and constricting lie in His Hand and are subject 

to His will and predestination. He expands for whomever He wills his wealth, 

good health, lifespan, or knowledge - or constricts it. He is the All-Wise, the All-

Aware. The abundance you see the enemies of Allah enjoying is not an act of 

expanding, but in fact a plot to gradually drag them to their ruin. The believer 
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may be deprived of something, yet this is in fact a gift for him; and he may be 

given something, and this is not but a trial for him.  

مۡ   ...﴿ ٞ لهك  وَ شَر  ا وهَ  حَبُّواْ شَيۡـ ّٗ ن ت 
َ
مۡۖ وعََسَىَٰٓ أ وَ خَيۡرٞ لهك  ا وهَ  واْ شَيۡـ ّٗ ن تكَۡرهَ 

َ
 [ 216]البقرة:  ﴾...وعََسَىَٰٓ أ

{But it maybe that you dislike something which is good for you, and you like 
something which is bad for you.} [Surat al-Baqarah: 216] 

A Reminder.. 

Allah Almighty is the One Who expands and constricts and Who elevates and 

lowers, according to His predestination. This does not mean, however, that such 

things do not happen due to the people themselves and their acts. They do 

certain things and find their consequences. The Prophet (may Allah’s peace and 

blessings be upon him) combined these two meanings in the Hadīth that reads: 

“Whoever loves to have his sustenance expanded and his term of life 

prolonged should maintain ties of kinship.” [Narrated by Al-Bukhāri and 

Muslim] 

So, the expansion of sustenance lies in the Hand of Allah; whereas maintaining 

ties of kinship is a cause to be fulfilled by the person himself. 

A whisper.. 

When Allah expands a person’s wealth, knowledge, stature, or status, he 

should draw close to his Lord by showing benevolence to His servants as Allah 

has shown him benevolence. This is a way of expressing gratitude for Allah’s 

favors by which the favors continue to exist. However, if he cannot afford to give 

people, then let him treat them kindly.  

حَبُّ  لِلّه  ٱوَ ...﴿ حۡسَنيَنَ ٱي   [ 134]آل عمران:  ﴾١٣٤لمۡ 

{For Allah loves those who do good.} [Surat Ᾱl ‘Imrān: 134] 

O Allah, the One Who constricts and expands, expand for us Your mercy and 

protect us from the evil of Your creatures. 

O Allah, expand for us Your blessings, mercy, favor, and sustenance. 

89 - 90 
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Al-Muqaddim - Al-Mu’akhkhir (The Advancer - the 
Delayer) 

Ibn al-Qayyim (may Allah have mercy upon him) said: “A person is moving, not 

standing still. He is either going up or down, moving forward or backwards. 

There is nothing standstill at all, neither in nature nor in the Shariah. There are 

only stages that pass by so quickly and lead to Paradise or Hellfire. One may go 

fast or slowly and may advance or lag behind. 

No one ever remains standing on this path. People may only go in different 

directions and move at varying speeds.  

بَرَ ٱإنَههَا لإَحَۡدَى ﴿ ا ل لَۡبشََرَ  ٣٥لكۡ  رَ  ٣٦نذََيرّٗ خه
َ
وۡ يَتَأ

َ
مَ أ ن يَتَقَده

َ
مۡ أ  [ 37-35]المدثر:  ﴾٣٧لمََن شَاءَٓ مَنك 

{Hellfire is indeed one of the greatest matters, a warning to mankind, to 
whoever among you chooses to advance or regress.} [Surat al-Muddaththir: 35-
37] 

He does not mention anyone standing still, for there will be no abode other 

than Paradise and Hellfire and no path whatsoever that leads to other than 

them. 

So, he who is not advancing towards this one by good deeds is necessarily 

lagging behind toward that one on account of evil deeds.” 

Advancing and delaying are in the Hand of Allah Almighty. That is why His 

beautiful names include: The Advancer and the Delayer. 

Ibn ‘Abbās (may Allah be pleased with him and his father) reported: “When 

the Prophet (may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) got up to perform 

prayer during the night, he would supplicate saying: ‘Faghfir li mā 

qaddamtu wa mā akhkhartu wa mā asrartu wa mā a‘lantu anta Al-

Muqaddim wa anta Al-Mu’akhkhir lā ilāha illā anta - or lā ilāha ghayruk 

(So, forgive me my future and past faults and those faults I commit 

secretly or openly. Indeed, You are the Advancer and You are the Delayer. 
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There is no god but You - or there is no god other than You).” [Narrated by 

Al-Bukhāri and Muslim] 

Our Lord is the Advancer and the Delayer. He puts things in their proper place 

and position, advancing some and delaying others, as He wishes. 

He had predestined measures before He created the creation. 

And He prefers whomever He wishes among His pious servants to others and 

puts His servants in varying ranks and degrees, some above others. 

He also advances those He wills to the ranks of the forerunners and delays 

those He wills and prevents them from reaching them. And He may delay things 

beyond their expected time for His knowledge and wisdom about the good 

consequences resulting from that. Indeed, no one can advance what He delays 

or delay what He advances. 

Our Lord, Exalted be He, advances whomever He wills among His servants to 

His mercy by helping him, and delays whomever He wills and holds him from 

reaching that by way of disappointment. 

As dictated by politeness and courtesy, we should use both names together, 

not separately, because perfection lies in using them together. 

Our Lord is the Advancer and the Delayer, and these two names 

describe His essence as well as His actions. 

Advance and delay 

are both universal and Shariah-related: 

As an example of the universal advance and delay, Allah Almighty puts some of 

His creatures ahead of others in terms of creation and existence. In a Hadīth, the 

Prophet (may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) said: “The first thing 

Allah created was the pen.” [Narrated by Abu Dāwūd; Sahīh (authentic)] He 

created the heavens and the earth in six days, put the creation of the angels 

ahead of the creation of the jinn and humans, and put the creation of the jinn 

ahead of the creation of humans. He says:  

ومَ ٱ خَلقَۡنَ ه  مَن قَبۡل  مَن نهارَ  لجۡاَنٓه ٱوَ ﴿ م   [ 27]الحجر:  ﴾٢٧لسه
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{And the jinn We created before that, from smokeless fire.} [Surat al-Hijr: 27] 

Adam (peace be upon him) was the first human created and then his children 

followed him in terms of creation and existence. They come in succession - some 

earlier and some later. It does not follow that those who were created earlier are 

superior to those who were created later. In fact, Adam was created at the end 

of the six days. Nonetheless, he and his children are given preference over many 

of those created before them.  

مۡ فيَ   ۞﴿ مۡنَا بنَىَٓ ءَادَمَ وَحَملَۡنَ ه  َنَ    لبَۡحۡرَ ٱوَ   لۡبَر َ ٱوَلقََدۡ كَره م م  ي بََ تَ ٱوَرَزَقۡنَ ه  نۡ    لطه َمه مۡ علَىَ  كَثيَرٖ م  لۡنَ ه  وَفَضه
 [ 70]الإسراء:  ﴾٧٠خَلقَۡنَا تَفۡضَيلّٗا

{We have honored the children of Adam, carried them on land and sea, 
provided for them good things and favored them above many of those whom 
We have created.} [Surat al-Isrā’: 70] 

Moreover, Muhammad (may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) is the 

Seal of all prophets and he is the best of them; and his Ummah is the last nation 

and the best of all nations. 

On the other hand, those who come earlier may be superior to those who 

come later. An example is Prophet Ibrāhim (Abraham) (peace be upon him). He 

is the father of prophets and better than all prophets and messengers who came 

after him, except for Prophet Muhammad (may Allah’s peace and blessings be 

upon him). 

As for the Shariah-related advance and delay, the Adhān (call to prayer), for 

example, comes ahead of prayer, and the Friday sermon is before the Friday 

prayer. Acts of worship have a specific order in terms of their requirements and 

duties, without which they may be invalid. 

The Shariah-related advance also includes giving precedence to some acts of 

worship and persons over others. Obligations, for instance, are dearer to Allah 

than the supererogatory acts. Moreover, the best among people are the 

prophets and messengers, who also enjoy varying degrees of excellence and 

merit, which also applies to ordinary people, some of whom are better than 

others. 
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When the believer knows that Allah is the Advancer and the Delayer, he will 

get deeply attached to Him alone and implore Him to grant him faith and 

steadfastness, and he will rely upon Him, for none can advance what He delays 

or delay what He advances. 

The true advance: 

The true beneficial advance is the one a person makes towards the obedience 

of Allah Almighty and His pleasure and Paradise. The delay in doing so is the 

dispraised delay indeed. Allah Almighty says:  

هَا   ۞﴿ عَرۡض  وجََنهةٍ  مۡ  ب كَ  ره َن  م  مَغۡفرََةٖ  إلَيَ   وٓاْ  مَ وَ ت  ٱوَسَارعَ  رۡض  ٱوَ   لسه
َ
تهقَينَ   لأۡ للَۡم  تۡ  عَده

 
]آل   ﴾١٣٣أ

 [ 133عمران: 
{And hasten towards forgiveness from your Lord and a Paradise as wide as the 

heavens and earth, prepared for the righteous.} [Surat Ᾱl ‘Imrān: 133] 

He also says:  

هَا كَعَرۡضَ ﴿ مۡ وجََنهةٍ عَرۡض  ب كَ  َن ره وٓاْ إلَيَ  مَغۡفَرَةٖ م  مَاءَٓ ٱ سَابقَ  رۡضَ ٱوَ  لسه
َ
 [ 21]الحديد:   ﴾... لأۡ

{Race one another towards forgiveness from your Lord and Paradise the width 
of which is like the width of the heaven and earth} [Surat al-Hadīd: 21] 

And the Prophet (may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) is authentically 

reported to have said: “Come forward and be close to me and let those who 

come after you follow your lead. If people continue to fall behind, Allah 

puts them behind.” [Narrated by Muslim] 

As for worldly advance and delay, it is not what matters in the sight of Allah 

Almighty, and so it has no benefit. 

Furthermore, it is a sign of faith to advance those advanced by Allah Almighty 

and delay those delayed by Him. Thus, the criterion according to which we 

advance or delay, love or hate, and show loyalty or disavowal to anyone is the 

criterion established by our Lord, Exalted be He, Who says:  
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حَسَبَ  ﴿ مۡ 
َ
هذَينَ ٱأ ْ ٱ  ل وا ـَ َاتَ ٱ  جۡتَرحَ  ي  كَ   لسه مۡ  جۡعَلَه  نه ن 

َ
هذَينَ ٱأ وعََمَل واْ    ل مۡ   لصه لحََ تَ ٱءَامَن واْ  حۡيَاه  مه سَوَاءّٓٗ 

ونَ  م  مۡ  سَاءَٓ مَا يَحكۡ   [ 21]الجاثية:  ﴾٢١وَمَمَات ه 

{Do those who commit evil deeds think that We will make them equal to those 
who believe and do righteous deeds, in this life and after their death? How 
poorly they judge!} [Surat al-Jāthiyah: 21] 

O Allah, the Advancer and the Delayer, we implore You to forgive us, admit us 

into Your Paradise, and save us from Your Hellfire. 

91 

Al-Hayiyy (The Modest) 

The Messenger of Allah (may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) saw a 

man taking a bath in the open area without a waist-wrapper. Disapproving of 

this act, he ascended the pulpit and, after praising Allah, said: “Verily Allah is 

Modest and Concealing, and He loves modesty and concealment. So, 

when any of you bathes, let him cover himself.” [Narrated by Abu Dāwūd; 

Sahīh (authentic)] 

Our Lord is the Modest. He possesses complete modesty that befits His 

perfection, majesty, and exaltedness. This is not like the modesty of people, 

which denotes weakness. 

The modesty of the Almighty Lord is of a different kind that can not be grasped 

by our minds. It is modesty that is based on generosity, kindness, and majesty. 

Out of Allah’s majesty, His modesty is to refrain from such things that do not 

befit His vast mercy, complete bounty, and great pardon and forbearance. For 

example, He is so Modest that He does not turn down a servant who raises his 

hands to Him in supplication. 

The Prophet (may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) said: “Verily, Allah 

is Modest, Generous. He is too Modest to turn down His servant empty-
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handed when he raises his hands (in supplication) to Him.” [Narrated by Al-

Tirmidhi; Sahīh (authentic)] 

Out of Allah’s majesty, despite His complete self-sufficiency and ability, He is 

too Modest to expose His servants and cause their concealment to unravel. 

Allah is the Modest and He does not expose His servants when they engage in 

sins. 

Rather, He conceals their faults for He is the Concealing and the Forgiver. 

Out of His Justice, Allah Almighty is not shy about the truth. In the Qur’an, He 

says:  

َ  ٱمَنَ  ۦلاَ يسَۡتَحۡىَ  لِلّه  ٱوَ  ..﴿  [ 53]الأحزاب:  ﴾ ... لحۡقَ 

{...But Allah is not shy of [telling] the truth...} [Surat al-Ahzāb: 53] 

The more a believer heeds Allah Almighty, the greater his sense of modesty 

will be. 

A fact: 

The greater a person’s faith is, the greater his modesty will be. Hence, the 

prophets were the most modest among people. Prophet Muhammad (may 

Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) was described as “more modest than 

a virgin in her private place”. 

Modesty is part of faith. The Prophet (may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon 

him) said: “Faith has over seventy branches, and modesty is a branch of 

faith.” [Narrated by Al-Bukhāri and Muslim] 

The greatest and dearest modesty is modesty towards Allah Almighty. 

When the Prophet (may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) said to his 

Companions (may Allah be pleased with them): “Show proper modesty 

towards Allah,” they said: “O Messenger of Allah, we indeed show 

modesty, praise be to Allah.” 

Thereupon, he said: “That is not what I mean; but he who shows proper 

modesty towards Allah should guard the head and what it retains, guard 
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the belly and what it contains, and remember death and decay; and he 

who desires the Hereafter should abandon the adornment of this world. 

Whoever does that has shown proper modesty towards Allah.” [Narrated 

by Al-Tirmidhi; Hasan (sound)] Ibn al-Qayyim (may Allah have mercy upon him) 

said: “If a person feels modest and shy upon committing a sin, Allah will be too 

Modest to punish him on the Day of Judgment; and if a person does not feel shy 

to commit a sin, Allah will not be too Modest to punish him.” 

How beautiful modesty is! 

Modesty brings nothing but goodness. One day the Prophet (may Allah’s peace 

and blessings be upon him) passed by someone who was censuring another on 

account of his modesty and he seemed to say that modesty did harm to him. 

Thereupon, the Prophet (may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) said to 

him: “Leave him, for indeed modesty is part of faith.” [Narrated by Al-

Bukhāri and Muslim] 

Modesty is a sign of chivalry, magnanimity, and good manners. 

A modest person has a sense of the greatness and magnificence of Allah 

Almighty and he always heeds Him. 

One of the righteous predecessors once said: “I knew that Allah is Watchful 

over me so I felt shy to let Him see me committing a sin.” 

If you privately engage in a suspicious matter in darkness, and your self prods 

you into sinning, 

be modest towards Allah and tell it: He Who has created the darkness sees me. 

‘Umar ibn al-Khattāb (may Allah be pleased with him) said: “If a person’s 

modesty decreases, his piety decreases; and he whose piety decreases, his heart 

dies.” Ibn Daqīq al-‘Īd (may Allah have mercy upon him) said: “Modesty 

continues to be praiseworthy, commendable, and required. It was not abrogated 

in the laws brought by the previous prophets.” 

A last word.. 

Describing the women of Paradise, Allah Almighty says:  
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رۡفَ ٱفيَهَنه قَ صَرَ ت  ﴿  [ 56]الرحمن:  ﴾ ... لطه

{In them there will be maidens of restrained gaze...} [Surat ar-Rahmān: 56] 

In other words, they only look at their husbands. Then, He describes their 

charm and beauty saying:  

نه ﴿ نهه 
َ
 [ 58]الرحمن:  ﴾٥٨لمَۡرجَۡان  ٱوَ  ليَۡاق وت  ٱكَأ

{As if they were rubies and pearls.} [Surat ar-Rahmān: 58] 

He mentions their chastity and modesty ahead of beauty and charm, since the 

beauty of a woman has no value without her chastity and modesty. It is said that 

one of the punishments for sins is being deprived of modesty and brightness of 

face. The Prophet (may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) said: “Indeed, 

some of what people learned from the words of the early prophets: If you 

feel no shame, then do whatever you wish.” [Narrated by Al-Bukhāri] 

If you do not fear the future consequences for your actions or have a sense of 

modesty, then do whatever you want. 

Indeed, a person is good as long as he adheres to modesty. 

Remember that the most hated person in the sight of Allah is the one who 

passes the night in sins while Allah conceals him and then in the morning, he 

removes the cover put over him by Allah. 

O Allah, endow us with modesty and help us be fearful of You in public and in 

secret. 

92 

Ad-Dayyān (The Recompenser) 

A man came and sat in front of the Messenger of Allah (may Allah’s peace and 

blessings be upon him) and said: “O Messenger of Allah, I have two slaves who 

lie to me, deceive me, and disobey me, and I scold them and hit them. So, what 

is my case because of them?” 
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He said: “The extent to which they betrayed you, disobeyed you, and lied to 

you will be measured against how much you punish them. If your punishing 

them is equal to their sins, then the two will be the same, nothing for you and 

nothing against you. But if your punishment exceeds their sins, some of your 

rewards will be taken from you and given to them.” So, the man left and began 

weeping and crying aloud. 

Thereupon, the Prophet (may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) said: 

“Do you not read in the Book of Allah:  

ِۗ   لقَۡيَ مَةَٱليََوۡمَ    لقۡسَۡطَ ٱ  لمَۡوَ زيَنَ ٱوَنضََع   ﴿ تيَۡنَا بهََا
َ
َنۡ خَرۡدَلٍ أ اۖ وَإِن كَانَ مَثۡقَالَ حَبهةٖ م  فَلاَ ت ظۡلمَ  نَفۡسٞ شَيۡـ ّٗ

 [ 47]الأنبياء:  ﴾٤٧وَكَفَى  بنََا حَ سَبيَنَ 

{We will place the scales of justice on the Day of Resurrection, and no soul will 
be wronged in the least. Even if a deed is the weight of a mustard seed, We will 
bring it forth. Sufficient are We as Reckoners.} [Surat al-Anbiyā’: 47] 

?” The man said: “By Allah, O Messenger of Allah, I see nothing better for 

myself and them than me parting with them. Bear witness that they are all free.” 

[Narrated by Al-Tirmidhi; Sahīh (authentic)] 

Indeed, if people were to know the purpose of their creation, they would not 

be heedless and indifferent. 

Rather, they would be concerned with nothing but pleasing their Lord. 

Jābir (may Allah be pleased with him) reported that the Prophet (may Allah’s 

peace and blessings be upon him) said: “Allah will resurrect people and call 

out with a voice that will be heard by those distant as well as those near 

saying: ‘I am the King, I am the Recompenser. None of the people of 

Hellfire should enter Hellfire while being entitled to some right with 

anyone of the people of Paradise until I take it from him in retribution; 

and none of the people of Paradise should enter Paradise while anyone of 

the people of Hellfire is entitled to some right with him until I take it from 

him in retribution, even if it were a slap on the face.’” [Narrated by Ahmad; 

Sahīh (authentic)] 
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Our Lord, Exalted be He, rose over the Throne above all His dominion. The 

entire creation, including kings and tyrants and all beings, is subject to His power 

and authority and all faces are submissive and humble to Him. Our forelocks are 

in His Hand, and so are all the matters and affairs and the dominion of the 

universe. There is no true judge, lord, or god but Him. 

Our Lord is the Recompenser. He will take His servants to account and 

recompense, and judge them on the Day of Resurrection. In the Qur’an, He says:  

َينَ ٱمَ لكََ يوَۡمَ ﴿  [ 4]الفاتحة:  ﴾٤ لد 

{Master of the Day of Judgment.} [Surat al-Fātihah: 4] 

ِۗ   لقَۡيَ مَةَٱليََوۡمَ    لقۡسَۡطَ ٱ  لمَۡوَ زيَنَ ٱوَنضََع   ﴿ تيَۡنَا بهََا
َ
َنۡ خَرۡدَلٍ أ اۖ وَإِن كَانَ مَثۡقَالَ حَبهةٖ م  فَلاَ ت ظۡلمَ  نَفۡسٞ شَيۡـ ّٗ

 [ 47]الأنبياء:  ﴾٤٧وَكَفَى  بنََا حَ سَبيَنَ 

{We will place the scales of justice on the Day of Resurrection, and no soul will 
be wronged in the least. Even if a deed is the weight of a mustard seed, We will 
bring it forth. Sufficient are We as Reckoners.} [Surat al-Anbiyā’: 47] 

He who finds good therein should praise Allah, and he who finds otherwise 

should blame none but himself.  

نه بيَۡنَهَا وَبَيۡ ﴿
َ
وءٖٓ توََدُّ لوَۡ أ ا وَمَا عَمَلَتۡ مَن س  حضَۡرّٗ ا عَمَلَتۡ مَنۡ خَيۡرٖ مُّ اِۗ   ۥٓنَه  يوَۡمَ تَجَد  ك لُّ نَفۡسٖ مه مَدَ ا بعََيدّٗ

َ
أ

م   ك  ر  َ َ  لِلّه  ٱوَ  ِۥۗ نَفۡسَه   لِلّه  ٱوَي حَذ   [ 30]آل عمران:  ﴾٣٠لۡعَبَادَٱرَء وف   ب

{On the Day when every soul will find itself faced with whatever good it has 
done, and whatever evil it has done – it will wish that there were a great 
distance between it and its evil. And Allah warns you of Himself, and Allah is All-
Kind to His slaves.} [Surat Ᾱl ‘Imrān: 30] 

Consider the consequences! 

Allah, the Just Lord, inflicts retribution upon the wrongful on behalf of the 

wronged and upon the master on behalf of the slave, and the same holds true 

for animals as well. The Prophet (may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) 

said: “All creatures will be gathered on the Day of Judgment - animals, 

birds, and everything - and Allah’s justice will reach such an extent that He 
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will take the right of the hornless animals from the horned ones.” 

[Narrated by Al-Hākim in Al-Mustadrak; Sahīh (authentic)] Another wording 

reads: “And even the right of an atom from another atom.” [Narrated by 

Ahmad; Sahīh (authentic)] 

If you know that you will meet your Lord, the Recompenser, on the Day of 

Judgment; that Allah does not wrong anyone even for the weight of an atom; 

that the relationship among people is based upon competition while it is based 

on tolerance between Allah and His servants; and that the reckoning will be 

conducted on the basis of good and bad deeds, then how could you give away 

your good deeds and take from the bad deeds of others, despite your knowledge 

that you will surely be held accountable?! 

So, be smart and hold yourself accountable before you are brought to account. 

As the saying goes: “A wise person would hold himself accountable and prepare 

for what comes after death; and a helpless person would follow his vain desires 

and then engage in wishful thinking about Allah.” 

The Prophet (may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) asked his 

Companions (may Allah be pleased with them): “Do you know who the 

bankrupt is?” They said: “The bankrupt among us is the one who has 

neither money nor property.” Thereupon, he said: “The bankrupt in my 

Ummah is the one who will come on the Day of Judgment with prayer, 

fasting, and Zakah, but since he hurled abuse at others, accused others of 

committing adultery without evidence, unlawfully consumed the wealth 

of others, shed the blood of others, and beat others, his good deeds will 

be credited to the accounts of others, and if his good deeds fall short to 

clear his account, others’ sins will be cast on him and he will be thrown in 

Hellfire.” [Narrated by Muslim] ‘Umar ibn al-Khattāb (may Allah be pleased with 

him) said: “Hold yourselves accountable before you are brought to account and 

weigh your deeds before they are weighed on your behalf. Indeed, the reckoning 

tomorrow will be easier for you if you hold yourselves accountable today, and be 

prepared for the great gathering.”  
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مۡ خَافيََةٞ ﴿ ونَ لاَ تَخفَۡى  مَنك   [ 18]الحاقة:  ﴾١٨يوَۡمَئذَٖ ت عۡرَض 

{On that day, you will be brought forth [before Allah], and none of your secrets 
will remain hidden.} [Surat al-Hāqqah: 18] 

Remember when you will come to Allah alone, as the scales of judgment will 

be in place, 

and the veils will be lifted and all sins will be exposed. 

Remember also the statement of Abu al-Dardā’ (may Allah be pleased with 

him): “Righteousness does not go to waste, sins are not forgotten, the 

Recompenser does not sleep. So, be as you wish to be; you will reap what you 

sow.” 

If you suffer injustice and oppression, rejoice and derive hope and comfort 

from Allah’s name “Ad-Dayyān”. 

By Allah, oppression has evil consequences, and oppressors are those who do 

wrong. 

To the Recompenser we shall return, and there all disputes will be settled. 

O Allah, the Recompenser, we implore You to bestow Your forgiveness and 

mercy upon us the Day we will be resurrected and gathered for reckoning. 

93 

Al-Mannān (The Bestower of favors) 

The favors of Allah Almighty are countless and numberless. How often He 

removes our afflictions and cures our diseases! And how often He brings us relief 

from our grief and distress! 

The greatest favor a person hopes to attain in the Hereafter is the forgiveness 

of his sins. This is to be achieved through faith and righteous deeds, even if little. 

A case in point is ‘Amr ibn Thābit. He embraced Islam during the Battle of Uhud 

and got killed in it, without even offering a single prayer. They mentioned him to 

the Prophet (may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him), who said: “He is 
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among the people of Paradise.” [Narrated by Ahmad; Sahīh (authentic); Al-

Haythami said in Al-Majma‘: Its narrators are reliable] 

Another example is the man who killed a hundred persons. Allah Almighty saw 

his sincere repentance and forgave him. 

The greatest favor to be bestowed upon any person in this life is guidance.  

نت مۡ صَ دَقيَنَ  لِلّه  ٱبلََ  ...﴿ مۡ للَإَۡيمَ نَ إنَ ك  نۡ هَدَى ك 
َ
مۡ أ نُّ عَلَيۡك   [ 17]الحجرات:  ﴾١٧يَم 

{...Rather, it is Allah Who has done you a favor by guiding you to faith, if you 
are truthful.} [Surat al-Hujurāt: 17] 

One of the names by which Allah praised Himself is “Al-Mannān”. 

Anas (may Allah be pleased with him) reported that he was sitting with the 

Prophet (may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) while a man was praying 

and then made this supplication: “Allāhumma inni as’aluka bi’anna laka al-

hamd, lā ilāha illa ant Al-Mannān, Badī‘ as-samāwāti wa al-ard, yā Dhal-

Jalāl wa al-Ikrām, yā Hayy yā Qayyūm (O Allah, I implore You by virtue of 

the fact that all praise is due to You, there is no god but You, You are the 

Bestower of Favors, the Originator of the heavens and earth, the Owner 

of majesty and honor, the Ever-Living, the All-Sustainer).” 

Thereupon, the Prophet (may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) said: 

“He has implored Allah by His greatest name by which when supplicated, 

He answers, and by which when asked, He gives.” [Narrated by Al-Nasā’i, Al-

Tirmidhi, Abu Dāwūd, and Ibn Mājah; Sahīh (authentic)] 

Our Lord, Exalted be He, is the Generous Bestower of gifts, blessings, and 

favors. He gives before being asked and grants us more than we hope and wish. 

Since He bestows all favors upon His servants, He has the right to remind them 

of His favors, but they do Him no favor. Among His greatest favors is that He 

gives us life, the mind, the tongue, the shape, and everything we possess. His 

giving is indeed generous. 
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One of His best favors upon His servants is that He sent them the messengers 

as bringers of glad tidings and warners, saving the believers from Hellfire and 

guiding them to the straight path. 

ؤۡمَنيَنَ ٱ علَىَ    لِلّه  ٱ لقََدۡ مَنه  ﴿ سَهَمۡ يَتۡل واْ عَلَيۡهَمۡ ءَايَ تهََ   لمۡ  نف 
َ
َنۡ أ ّٗا م  ول م     ۦإذَۡ بَعَثَ فيَهَمۡ رَس  ه  يَهَمۡ وَي عَل مَ  وَي زَك 

بيَنٍ  لحۡكَۡمَةَ ٱوَ  لكَۡتَ بَ ٱ  [ 164]آل عمران:  ﴾١٦٤وَإِن كَان واْ مَن قَبۡل  لفََى ضَلَ لٖ مُّ

{Allah has conferred favor on the believers when He sent them a messenger 
from among themselves, reciting to them His verses, purifying them, and 
teaching them the Book and Wisdom, although before that they were clearly 
misguided.} [Surat Ᾱl ‘Imrān: 164] 

نت مۡ صَ دَقيَنَ  لِلّه  ٱبلََ  ...﴿ مۡ للَإَۡيمَ نَ إنَ ك  نۡ هَدَى ك 
َ
مۡ أ نُّ عَلَيۡك   [ 17]الحجرات:  ﴾١٧يَم 

{...Rather, it is Allah Who has done you a favor by guiding you to faith, if you 
are truthful.} [Surat al-Hujurāt: 17] 

Among His favors is that He saves the weak and vulnerable in all times from 

tyrants and wicked people and grants them security and power:  

نه علَىَ ﴿ ن نهم 
َ
هذَينَ ٱوَن ريَد  أ ْ ٱ ل وا رۡضَ ٱ فيَ  سۡت ضۡعفَ 

َ
م   لأۡ ةّٗ وَنَجۡعَلهَ  ئمَه

َ
مۡ أ  [ 5]القصص:  ﴾٥ لۡوَ رثَيَنَ ٱوَنَجۡعَلَه 

{But We wanted to bestow favor upon those who were oppressed in the land, 
and make them leaders and inheritors [of the land].} [Surat al-Qasas: 5] 

The blissful: 

Allah Almighty is the most worthy of being praised, thanked, and worshiped. 

His favors upon the believers continue incessantly until they enter Paradise. His 

favors upon them in the worldly life are guidance and protection; whereas in the 

Hereafter, they are salvation from Hellfire, entering Paradise, and looking at His 

noble Face. Allah Almighty says:  

شۡفَقَينَ  ﴿ هۡلنََا م 
َ
أ فيَٓ  نها قَبۡل   إنَها ك  وَوَقَى نَا عَذَابَ    لِلّه  ٱفَمَنه    ٢٦قَال وٓاْ  ومَ ٱعَلَيۡنَا  م  نها مَن قَبۡل     ٢٧لسه إنَها ك 

وه ۖ إنَهه   وَ   ۥندَۡع   [ 28-26]الطور:  ﴾٢٨لرهحَيم  ٱ لۡبَرُّ ٱه 
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{They will say, “Before this, we used to be in awe [of Allah] when we were 
living among our people. Therefore Allah conferred favor upon us and protected 
us from the punishment of the Scorching Fire. Indeed, we used to call upon Him 
before. He is indeed the Most Kind, Most Merciful.”} [Surat at-Tūr: 26-28] 

The course of the believers.. 

When the believer recognizes the favors of Allah Almighty upon him, he gets 

amazed and feels at ease, and he stands in need before his Creator praising Him 

alone. This is the greatest door through which a person can go to his Lord, 

namely the door of humbleness and total helplessness before Allah. He invokes 

and implores Him, calling out: O Allah, the Bestower of Favors! 

At this point, wishes are fulfilled, requests are granted, sins are forgiven, grief 

and distress come to an end, the captives get released, the sick get cured, those 

who have been away and absent come back, and the calls of those in bad need 

for help are answered:  

جَيب   ﴿ ي  ن  مه
َ
ضۡطَره ٱأ وَيكَۡشَف     لمۡ  دَعاَه   وءَٓ ٱإذََا  لفََاءَٓ    لسُّ مۡ خ  رۡضَ  ٱوَيجَۡعَل ك 

َ
عَ    لأۡ مه ءَلَ هٞ 

َ
َ  ٱأ ا    لِلّه مه قَليَلّٗا 

ونَ  ر   [ 62]النمل:  ﴾٦٢تذََكه

{Is He [not better] Who responds to the distressed when he calls out to Him, 
and Who relieves suffering, and Who makes you successors on earth? Is there 
any god besides Allah? Little is it that you take heed!} [Surat an-Naml: 62] 

And if you missed things that you thought were the cause of your happiness, 

be certain that Allah kept them away from you before they become the cause of 

your misery. 

Do not consider what you do as favors! 

Allah Almighty praises Himself by the favors He bestows upon His servants. 

Yet, He dispraises those who consider themselves to be conferring favors upon 

Allah or people on account of their charitable spending or pious acts. In the 

Qur’an, Allah Almighty says:  
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م  بلََ  ﴿ نُّواْ علَىَه إسَۡلَ مَك  ها تَم  ْۖ ق ل ل وا سۡلَم 
َ
نۡ أ
َ
نُّونَ عَلَيۡكَ أ مۡ للَإَۡيمَ نَ إنَ    لِلّه  ٱيَم  نۡ هَدَى ك 

َ
مۡ أ نُّ عَلَيۡك  يَم 

نت مۡ صَ دَقيَنَ   [ 17]الحجرات:  ﴾١٧ك 

{They think that they have done you a favor by embracing Islam. Say, “Do not 
consider your Islam as a favor to me. Rather, it is Allah Who has done you a favor 
by guiding you to faith, if you are truthful.} [Surat al-Hujurāt: 17] 

Our Lord warns us not to remind others of our favors because this renders our 

charities worthless:  

هَا ﴿ يُّ
َ
أ هذَينَ ٱيََٰٓ َ  ل م ب ذَى  ٱوَ  لمَۡن َ ٱءَامَن واْ لاَ ت بۡطَل واْ صَدَقَ تكَ 

َ
 [ 264]البقرة:  ﴾...  لأۡ

{O you who believe, do not nullify your charities with reminders and hurtful 
words...} [Surat al-Baqarah: 264] 

The Prophet (may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) also warned us 

against reminding others of our favors. He said: “There are three to whom 

Allah will not speak on the Day of Judgment: the bestower of favors who 

does not give anything without reminding others of his favors, the seller 

of goods who sells them by taking a false oath, and one who lets his lower 

garment hang low.” [Narrated by Muslim] In another Hadīth, the Prophet (may 

Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) is authentically reported to have said: 

“He who reminds others of his favors, he who is undutiful to his parents, 

and he who is a drunkard will not enter Paradise.” [Narrated by Al-Nasā’i; 

Sahīh (authentic)] 

Do not spoil your favors by reminding others of them. Indeed, the generous 

one does not remind others of his generosity. 

Hence, righteous people used to advise one another saying: If you give 

something to someone and then perceive that your greeting embarrasses him, 

refrain from greeting him. 

When magnanimous people do someone a favor, they subsequently forget 

them, and when anyone does them a favor, they never forget it. 

Generosity is never kept unknown wherever it happens, 

neither are the generous wherever they are. 
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O Allah, the Bestower of Favors, bestow upon us the favor of reforming our 

affairs and children and giving us a good end in this life. 

94 

Al-Jawād (The Bountiful) 

If needs, grave matters, and distressful things, debts, and financial difficulties 

come to you from all directions, you have to turn to the Bountiful Lord, Who 

removes grief and anguish and answers the supplication of the distressed. 

The Prophet (may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) said: “Indeed, 

Allah is Bountiful and loves bounty.” [Narrated by Al-Tirmidhi; Sahīh 

(authentic)] Shaykh Al-Sa‘di (may Allah have mercy upon him) said: “The 

Bountiful means that He, Exalted be He, is the possessor of absolute bounty, 

Whose generosity and various favors and blessings encompass all beings. And He 

bestows special bounty upon those who ask for it, either by their very condition 

or by actual requests, whether they are pious or impious, Muslims or 

disbelievers. If anyone asks Allah for something, He grants it to him. Indeed, He 

is Beneficent and Most Merciful.  

َن ن عَۡمَةٖ فَمَنَ ﴿ م م  َۖ ٱوَمَا بكَ  م   لِلّه ك  رُّ ٱث مه إذََا مَسه ونَ  لضُّ  [ 53]النحل:  ﴾٥٣فَإلَيَۡهَ تَجۡـ َر 

{Whatever blessing you have, it is from Allah. Then when you are afflicted with 
hardship, to Him alone you cry out for help.} [Surat an-Nahl: 53]” 

Who could ever be more generous and bountiful than our Lord? 

His servants disobey Him, and yet He cares for them as they sleep in their beds 

as if they did not show disobedience to Him. He preserves them as if they 

committed no sin. He treats sinners with bounty and gives them respite and 

shows mercy to those who repent to Him. 

He is the Self-Sufficient beyond any need for His servants. Nonetheless, He 

shows love towards them through His favors, bounty, and respite. 
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The treasuries of Allah Almighty are full. His spending does not decrease them 

at all. The Prophet (may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) is authentically 

reported to have said: “Allah’s Hand is full and this is not affected by the 

continuous spending day and night. Do you see what He has spent since 

He created the heavens and the earth? Yet all that has not decreased 

what is in His Hand.” [Narrated by Al-Bukhāri - this is his wording - and Muslim] 

-- 

-- 

He loves those of His servants who ask from Him and pin their hopes upon 

Him, so that He will give them even more of His bounty and favors. He is so 

Bountiful that He even gets angry at those who do not ask from Him. The 

Prophet (may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) said: “Whoever does 

not ask from Allah incurs His wrath.” [Narrated by Al-Tirmidhi; Hasan (sound)] 

In another Hadīth, the Prophet (may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) 

said: “Nothing is more honorable in the sight of Allah than supplication.” 

[Narrated by Al-Tirmidhi; Hasan (sound)] 

He is the Bountiful Whose bounty and favors encompass the entire universe. 

He is the Bountiful Who does not turn down a supplicant, even if he was a 

disbeliever. 

The believer who trusts his Lord is bountiful and aspires to Allah’s bounty and 

generosity. He knows that Allah, the Bountiful, will bestow upon him many times 

more from His bounty, blessings, and benevolence.  

ن ذَا ﴿ هذَيٱمه َ ٱي قۡرضَ   ل ا فَي ضَ عفََه   لِلّه جۡرٞ كَرَيمٞ   ۥٓوَلهَ    ۥلهَ    ۥقرَۡضًا حَسَنّٗ
َ
 [ 11]الحديد:  ﴾١١أ

{Who is there to lend Allah a goodly loan, so He will multiply it for him, and for 
him there will be a generous reward?} [Surat al-Hadīd: 11] 

َۖ ٱوعَۡدَ ﴿ خۡلفَ   لِلّه  [ 6]الروم:  ﴾...  ۥوعَۡدَه   لِلّه  ٱلاَ ي 

{This is the promise of Allah. Allah never breaks His promise...} [Surat ar-Rūm: 
6] 

So, he gives and spends in order to draw close to his Lord. 
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Our Prophet (may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) was the most 

generous and bountiful among all people. His generosity was like fast winds, and 

he was even more generous during Ramadān. 

The Messenger of Allah (may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) was 

never asked for something except that he would give it. A man once went to him 

and he gave him a herd of sheep that filled the space between two mountains. 

So, the man returned to his people and said: “O people, embrace Islam for 

indeed Muhammad gives so generously that he does not seem to fear 

poverty.” [Narrated by Muslim] He was never asked for something and he said: 

No! 

When anyone went to ask from him, he would find him smiling as if he was to 

be given something, rather than be asked to give. 

It is said: 

Bounty covers up any defect as the poet says: 

Be covered by generosity, for generosity conceals any defect. 

A generous person occupies a leading position among people owing to his 

generosity. 

Were it not for the difficulty, everyone would be prominent. Yet, generosity 

yields poverty and bravery brings death. 

O Allah, the Bountiful, bestow upon us from Your bounty and blessings. 

95 

Ar-Rafīq (The Kind) 

‘Ā’ishah (may Allah be pleased with her) reported: “A group of Jews went to 

the Messenger of Allah (may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him). As they 

entered, they said: ‘As-sām (death) be upon you.’ I grasped it and said: ‘May As-

sām and curse be upon you!’ 
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Thereupon, the Prophet (may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) said: 

‘Take it easy, O ‘Ā’ishah! Indeed, Allah loves kindness in all affairs.’ I said: 

‘O Messenger of Allah, have you not heard what they said?’ 

He said: ‘I have replied: And upon you.’” [Narrated by Al-Bukhāri - this is his 

wording - and Muslim] 

He used to pardon wrongdoing so much 

as if he did not see any evil from people. 

It is Allah Almighty, the Kind, Who endowed the Prophet (may Allah’s peace 

and blessings be upon him) with such great kindness. Our Lord removes grief and 

distress, cures the sick, restores freedom to captives, returns the absent, and 

consoles the broken-hearted. 

The Prophet (may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) is authentically 

reported to have said: “Indeed, Allah is Kind and loves kindness.” [Narrated 

by Al-Bukhāri and Muslim] 

Our Lord, Exalted be He, is Kind in His decrees, predestination, and actions. 

He is Kind in His commands, rulings, religion, and Shariah. 

Out of His kindness and wisdom in His actions, He created all creatures in a 

gradual manner, even though He is Able to create them all at once in one 

instant. 

Our Lord is Kind in His Shariah and in His commands and prohibitions. He does 

not charge His servants with things beyond their capacity, nor does He impose 

difficult obligations on them; rather, He gives them dispensations, out of 

kindness and mercy towards them. Also, He did not prescribe the duties on them 

all at once. Rather, He prescribed them gradually from one condition to another, 

so that people could get familiar with and accustomed to these obligations. 

Out of His kindness, He gives respite to sinners and does not hasten to punish 

them so that they can repent and return to Him. 

Another aspect of Allah’s kindness is that He facilitates all means to goodness, 

most notably making it easy to memorize and understand His Book.  
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رۡناَ ﴿ رۡءَانَ ٱوَلقََدۡ يسَه كرَٖ  لقۡ  ده َكۡرَ فَهَلۡ مَن مُّ
 [ 17]القمر:  ﴾١٧للَذ 

{We have certainly made the Qur’an easy to understand and remember; is 
there anyone to take heed?} [Surat al-Qamar: 17] 

He is the Kind and He loves His kind servants, 

and He gives them security on account of their kindness. 

The kind ones: 

He who knows that Allah is Kind will grow in love, exaltation, and gratitude 

towards Him. Allah Almighty loves His names and those who adopt them, except 

those names He dislikes for His servants to assume. He is Merciful and loves 

those who are merciful; Generous and loves those who are generous; and Kind 

and loves those who are kind. 

The most worthy among people of this trait are the prophets, led by Prophet 

Muhammad (may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him). His treatment of 

people was full of kindness. He would never get angry for personal reasons or 

feel troubled due to people’s human weaknesses and defects. Moreover, he 

would not keep for himself anything of the worldly vanities. Rather, he would 

give all what he possessed, lovingly. His forbearance, benevolence, compassion, 

and affection encompassed people. No one associated with him except that his 

heart became full of love for him, due to his kindness and generosity. 

One day a Bedouin urinated in a corner of the mosque. Having seen him, the 

Companions rushed to him while expressing their disapproval at his act. 

Thereupon, the Prophet (may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) said: “Do 

not interrupt him. Leave him.” When the Bedouin was over, the Prophet (may 

Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) called him and said: “It is not 

appropriate to use mosques for urinating or filth. Indeed, they are built 

for the remembrance of Allah Almighty, prayer, and the recitation of the 

Qur’an.” [Narrated by Muslim] Indeed, Allah Almighty is Kind and loves those 

who are kind. The Prophet (may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) is 

authentically reported to have said: “Allah is Kind and loves kindness. He 
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gives for kindness what He does not give for harshness.” [Narrated by 

Muslim] 

The most worthy of this trait among people, after the prophets, are kings and 

rulers, and the callers to Allah from the preachers and scholars, as well as 

parents. People have enough grief and concerns and they are in need for 

someone to console them, not someone who treats them harshly. They need 

mercy, compassion, care, cheerfulness, and affection. 

People are in greater need for kindness than for receiving something along 

with harsh treatment. Those who are more entitled to your kindness are 

yourself, your parents, your spouse, your children, your subjects, and your co-

workers and friends. 

Your share in this name.. 

The Prophet (may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) is authentically 

reported to have said: “Whoever is given his share of kindness has been 

given his share of goodness in this world and in the Hereafter. Upholding 

kinship ties, good manners, and good neighborliness maintain houses and 

prolong lifespans.” [Narrated by Ahmad; Sahīh (authentic)] In another Hadīth, 

the Prophet (may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) is authentically 

reported to have said: “When Allah wills good for a household, He gives 

them kindness.” [Narrated by Ahmad; Sahīh (authentic)] The Prophet (may 

Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) also said: “Verily, kindness does not 

exist in anything but it adorns it, and it is not removed from anything 

except that it makes it defective.” [Narrated by Muslim] Hence, the most 

hateful among people are those who are rough and harsh. Allah Almighty says:  

ا غَليَظَ  ..﴿ نتَ فَظًّ َ  لۡقَلۡبَ ٱوَلوَۡ ك  ْ ٱل وا  [ 159]آل عمران:  ﴾...مَنۡ حَوۡلكََۖ  نفَضُّ

{...If you had been harsh and hard-hearted, they would have dispersed from 
you...} [Surat Ᾱl ‘Imrān: 159] 

The Prophet (may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) also said: 

“Whoever is deprived of kindness is deprived of goodness.” [Narrated by 

Muslim] 
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O Allah, we implore You by Your name “Ar-Rafīq” to show kindness to us and 

facilitate for us all ways of goodness. 

96 

As-Sayyid (The Master) 

‘Abdullah ibn al-Shikhkhīr (may Allah be pleased with him) reported: “I went in 

the delegation of Banu ‘Āmir to the Prophet (may Allah’s peace and blessings be 

upon him). We said: ‘You are our master.’ He said: ‘The Master is Allah 

Almighty.’ 

We said: ‘The best of us in excellence and the greatest of us in 

generosity.’ He said: ‘Say what you like, or some of what you like, but do 

not let the devil overcome you.’” [Narrated by Abu Dāwūd; Sahīh (authentic)] 

-- 

Linguistically, “As-Sayyid” means one who surpasses others by his forbearance, 

wealth, status, and usefulness, and who gives his money to right causes. 

It is also used to refer to a person who is not overcome by his anger. And it 

refers to the noble, the king, and the chief. 

The master of a slave is his owner, and the master of a woman is her husband. 

Allah Almighty says:  

لفَۡيَا سَي دََهَا لدََا  ...﴿
َ
 [ 25]يوسف:  ﴾... لبَۡابَ  ٱوَأ

{...And they found her master (husband) at the door...} [Surat Yūsuf: 25] 

The master of something is the best and most distinguished in it. 

And none possesses perfect mastery and sovereignty but our Lord. 

In the shades of Allah’s name “As-Sayyid”: 

Our Lord, Exalted be He, is the Master with perfect mastery, glory, honor, 

majesty, forbearance, self-sufficiency, vanquishing power, knowledge, and 
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wisdom. He possesses every attribute of these in a perfect and complete 

manner. 

Allah Almighty is the Master Who possesses all perfect kinds of honor and 

sovereignty. 

These are His attributes and none shares them with Him or competes with Him 

over any of them. 

He is the God, the Master, the Eternal Refuge, 

upon Whom all creatures rely and to Whom they submit. 

He possesses perfect attributes from all aspects. 

His perfection is marred by no deficiency whatsoever. 

All creatures are slaves to Him and in need of Him. The angels, humans, and 

jinn cannot dispense with Him. They stand in need for His bounty, kindness, and 

care. So, it befits Him to be the Master, and it befits them to call Him as such. 

Our Lord, Exalted be He, is the Master and the Disposer of the universe, and 

there is no partner with Him or equal to Him. 

He is the Master to Whom alone obedience should be devoted and humiliation 

and submission should be displayed. He has no partner with Him. 

He is the Master worthy of being worshiped - without any partner.  

غَيۡرَ ﴿
َ
َ ٱق لۡ أ َ شَىۡءٖ   لِلّه

وَ رَبُّ ك ل  بغَۡى رَب ّٗا وهَ 
َ
 [ 164]الأنعام:  ﴾...أ

{Say [O Prophet], “Should I seek a lord other than Allah, when He is the Lord of 
everything?”} [Surat al-An‘ām: 164] 

Ibn ‘Abbās (may Allah be pleased with him and his father) said: “A God, a 

Master.” 

Wrong thinking! 

A person may be given wealth, children, prestige, a high position, authority, or 

leadership. He may be surrounded by servants and soldiers and guarded by 

armies, with people revering him and yielding submissively to his authority and 

power. Thus, he attains such massive power and dominance. Yet, his dominance 

is still incomplete and transient. 
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Some are deceived by their dreams during sleep. 

How deceptive their dreams are and how wrong their interpretation thereof is! 

If a person believes that Allah Almighty is the real Master, his heart will get 

attached to Him alone, fearing and relying upon Him, seeking His help, and 

hoping for His mercy and reward. This is because He is the Disposer of the affairs 

of His creation, and we are all weak and in need of Him.  

هَا  ۞﴿ يُّ
َ
أ اس  ٱيََٰٓ نت م   لنه

َ
قَرَاءٓ  ٱأ َۖ ٱإلَيَ   لفۡ  وَ  لِلّه  ٱوَ  لِلّه  [ 15]فاطر:  ﴾١٥لحۡمََيد  ٱ  لۡغَنىَُّ ٱه 

{O people, it is you who are in need of Allah, whereas Allah is the Self-
Sufficient, the Praiseworthy.} [Surat Fātir: 15] 

So, he does not humbly submit except to Allah Almighty alone, the One, the 

Superb Vanquisher, the Master, the Eternal Refuge. 

O masters! 

Sovereignty among people is based upon dignity, honor, high status, and good 

reputation, and these things can only be attained by obedience to our Lord. That 

is why the prophets and pious people prevailed and attained such a high status 

among people. 

As for those who disbelieve in Allah and turn away from Him, for them there is 

no dignity or dominance; even if they attain worldly dominance, it is false and 

fleeting. 

Hence, it is prohibited to address a hypocrite by the title: master. The Prophet 

(may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) said: “Do not call a hypocrite: 

master, for if he is a master, you will have angered your Almighty Lord.” 

[Narrated by Abu Dāwūd; Sahīh (authentic)] 

The sanctuary of the Master: 

Calling someone “master” is permissible for Allah Almighty describes Yahya 

(John the Baptist) (peace be upon him) as  

ا  َ...﴿  [ 39]آل عمران:  ﴾...سَي دَّٗ

{a master} [Surat Āl ‘Imrān: 39]. 
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And the Prophet (may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) also said: “I 

am the master of the children of Adam, and I am not bragging.” [Narrated 

by Muslim] In another Hadīth, the Prophet (may Allah’s peace and blessings be 

upon him) said about Sa‘d ibn Mu‘ādh: “Stand for your master.” [Narrated by 

Al-Bukhāri] There is no contradiction between this and the Hadīth that says: 

“The master is Allah.” [Narrated by Abu Dāwūd; Sahīh (authentic)] The 

believers take “the master of people” to mean their leader and Imam. 

When the Arabs say “so-and-so is our master”, they mean: He is our leader 

whom we respect and revere. 

As for describing Allah as the Master, this means that He is the Lord of all 

creatures, and they are all slaves to Him. 

The Prophet (may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) forbade it when it 

was said to him: “You are our master.” He said: “The Master is Allah. Say 

what you like, or some of what you like, but do not let the devil overcome 

you.” [Narrated by Abu Dāwūd; Sahīh (authentic)] This points out how the 

Prophet (may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) was so keen to protect 

monotheism and block the means to polytheism. He also disliked that people 

should praise him to his face, though they would only say what is true. In a 

Hadīth, he (may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) said: “I am the 

master of the children of Adam.” [Narrated by Muslim] He feared that they 

might be deeply attached and submissive to any created being in a way that can 

only be devoted to Allah, the One God, the Superb Vanquisher. 

O Allah, we implore You by Your name “As-Sayyid” to elevate our rank and 

remove our burdens; indeed You are Able to do all things. 

97 

Badī‘ as-Samāwāt wa al-Ard (The Originator of the 
heavens and earth) 

“I am so touched by the discovery of the truth in the Noble Qur’an! 
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This Noble Qur’an describes the universe from the highest point therein. 

As we have seen, it could not have come from a human source. After reading 

the Noble Qur’an, I have come to know my future. I will plan my research upon 

this comprehensive outlook.” [Professor Youchidi Couzan] 

This is nature. O you who are moving on earth, stop here and let me show you 

the superb creation of the Almighty Creator. 

The land around you and the heavens do offer great signs that point to His 

existence and magnificent creation. 

if we ponder the creation of the heavens and the earth, we see signs of Allah, 

the Originator of the universe, Who says about Himself:  

مَ وَ تَ ٱبدََيع  ﴿ رۡضَ  ٱوَ  لسه
َ
ول  لهَ   لأۡ ا فَإنَهمَا يَق  مۡرّٗ

َ
ون    ۥوَإِذَا قَضَىَٰٓ أ ن فَيَك   [ 117]البقرة:  ﴾١١٧ك 

{The Originator of the heavens and earth. When He decrees a matter, He only 
says to it, “Be,” and it is.} [Surat al-Baqarah: 117] 

Ibn Kathīr (may Allah have mercy upon him) said: “He is the Originator, 

Creator, and Innovator of the heavens and the earth in an unprecedented 

manner.” 

Shaykh Al-Sa‘di (may Allah have mercy upon him) said: “ 

مَ وَ تَ ٱبدََيع  ﴿ رۡضَ  ٱوَ  لسه
َ
 [ 117]البقرة:  ﴾... لأۡ

{The Originator of the heavens and the earth} 

is their Creator and Innovator in a way of utmost beauty, perfection, and 

excellence.” 

A call to the people of intellects! 

Since He is like this, then it is not proper to ascribe to Him anything in the 

heavens or the earth as His son, far Exalted be He far above that. In fact, all that 

exists therein is created and brought to existence by Him and is submissive to 

Him and subject to His authority. In the Qur’an, He says:  
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خَذَ ٱوَقَال واْ  ﴿ بۡحَ نَه    لِلّه  ٱ  ته س  اِۗ  هه    ۖۥ وَلدَّٗ ل فيَ     ۥبلَ  مَ وَ تَ ٱمَا  رۡضَ  ٱوَ   لسه
َ
هه    لأۡ ل  ٞ مَ وَ تَ ٱبدََيع     ١١٦قَ نتَ ونَ    ۥك ل    لسه

رۡضَ  ٱوَ 
َ
ول  لهَ   لأۡ ا فَإنَهمَا يَق  مۡرّٗ

َ
ون    ۥوَإِذَا قَضَىَٰٓ أ ن فَيَك   [ 117-116]البقرة:  ﴾١١٧ك 

{They say, “Allah has taken a son.” Glory be to Him! Rather, to Him belongs all 
that is in the heavens and earth – all are devoutly obedient to Him. The 
Originator of the heavens and earth. When He decrees a matter, He only says to 
it, “Be,” and it is.} [Surat al-Baqarah: 116-117] 

If it is established that everything in the heavens and the earth was created 

and originated by Him, it follows then that they are all among His servants and 

part of His dominion; so, it is impossible for Him to have a son. 

If this is the case, then it is incumbent upon the people to comply with His 

commands and prohibitions and not ascribe to Him a son or a wife. 

Our Lord commands us to contemplate the universe and His magnificent 

creation. He says:  

مَ وَ تَ ٱإنَه فيَ خَلقَۡ ﴿ رۡضَ ٱوَ  لسه
َ
هيۡلَ ٱ خۡتلََ فَ ٱوَ  لأۡ هَارَ ٱوَ  ل وْليَ   لنه

 
لۡبَ بَ ٱ لَأٓيَ تٖ ل أَ

َ
 [ 190]آل عمران:  ﴾١٩٠لأۡ

{Indeed, in the creation of the heavens and earth and the alternation of the 
night and day are signs for people of understanding.} [Surat Ᾱl ‘Imrān: 190] 

The entire universe offers signs pointing to its Creator, the All-Hearing, the All-

Seeing Lord and supporting belief in Him. 

If created beings were lines to be read, you would read them and see that they 

clearly point to their Creator. 

Through them, the Glorified King sends us messages that there is no true god 

but Allah, and that every creature, mute or speaking, leads to Him. 

Contemplate the universe! 

Bilāl (may Allah be pleased with him) once went to the Prophet (may Allah’s 

peace and blessings be upon him) to notify him of the Fajr prayer, and he found 

him lying down and weeping. He said: “O Messenger of Allah, why are you 

weeping whereas Allah forgave your past and future sins?” 
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He (may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) said: “Woe to you, Bilāl! 

Why should I not weep while Allah has revealed this to me tonight:  

مَ وَ تَ ٱإنَه فيَ خَلقَۡ ﴿ رۡضَ ٱوَ  لسه
َ
هيۡلَ ٱ خۡتلََ فَ ٱوَ  لأۡ هَارَ ٱوَ  ل وْليَ   لنه

 
لۡبَ بَ ٱ لَأٓيَ تٖ ل أَ

َ
 [ 190]آل عمران:  ﴾١٩٠لأۡ

{Indeed, in the creation of the heavens and earth and the alternation of the 
night and day are signs for people of understanding.} [Surat Ᾱl ‘Imrān: 190] 

?” He recited the verses to the end of the Surah. Then, he (may Allah’s peace 

and blessings be upon him) said: “Woe to anyone who recites them and does not 

contemplate them!” [Narrated by Ibn Hibbān; Sahīh (authentic)] The view of the 

heavens and what they contain - stars, planets, the sun, and the moon - and the 

earth and what it contains - the mountains, rivers, seas, animals, plants, 

inanimate objects, and living and dead beings - point to the Originator of the 

heavens and the earth.  

هذَيٱتَبَارَكَ  ﴿ مَاءَٓ ٱجَعَلَ فيَ    ل ا   لسه نيَرّٗ ا مُّ ا وَقَمَرّٗ ا وجََعَلَ فيَهَا سَرَ جّٗ وجّٗ وَ    ٦١ب ر  هذَي ٱوهَ  هيۡلَ ٱجَعَلَ    ل هَارَ ٱوَ   ل   لنه
ا ورّٗ ك  رَادَ ش 

َ
وۡ أ
َ
رَ أ كه ن يذَه

َ
رَادَ أ

َ
 [ 62-61]الفرقان:  ﴾٦٢خَلفَۡةّٗ ل مََنۡ أ

{Blessed is He Who placed in the sky constellations, and placed therein a 
radiant lamp and a luminous moon. It is He Who made the night and the day to 
follow each other so that everyone who wishes may reflect or become grateful.} 
[Surat al-Furqān: 61-62] 

In a conference of the Muslim Youth, held in Riyadh in 1979, US Professor 

Palmer stood up when he heard the verse that says:  

وَلمَۡ يرََ ﴿
َ
هذَينَ ٱأ نه  ل

َ
وٓاْ أ مَ وَ تَ ٱكَفَر  رۡضَ ٱوَ  لسه

َ
مَاۖ  لأۡ ا فَفَتَقۡنَ ه   [ 30]الأنبياء:  ﴾...كَانَتَا رَتقّۡٗ

{Are the disbelievers not aware that the heavens and earth were joined 
together and then We split them apart?...} [Surat al-Anbiyā’: 30] 

He remarked: “Yes, indeed, the universe was in its beginning a massive 

contiguous cloud of smoke and gas, and thereafter gradually transformed into 

millions and millions of stars filling the sky. This, by no means, can be attributed 

to a man who died 1400 years ago, for he did not possess telescopes or 

spacecrafts to help him discover these facts. So, the one who informed 

Muhammad of this must have been Allah.” Professor Palmer, then, declared his 
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conversion to Islam at the end of the conference. In the 8th medical conference 

held in Riyadh, 1404 AH, Professor Tejatat Tejasen, the head of Anatomy and 

Embryology section, Mai University, Thailand, stood up and said: “Since Prophet 

Muhammad could not read or write, then he must have been a messenger who 

brought this fact. This was given to him through revelation from a creator who 

knows everything. This creator must be Allah. 

Therefore, I think it is high time to say: ‘I testify that there is no god but Allah 

and that Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah.’” 

A remedy.. 

The name of Allah “Al-Badī‘” is of great significance; whoever uses it in 

supplication gets his supplication answered. 

Anas (may Allah be pleased with him) reported: “The Prophet (may Allah’s 

peace and blessings be upon him) entered the mosque while a man had prayed 

and was saying in supplication: ‘Allāhumma la ilāha illa ant Al-Mannān, Badī‘ as-

samāwāt wa al-ard, yā Dhal-Jalāl wa al-Ikrām (O Allah, there is no god but You, 

the Bestower of Favors, the Originator of the heavens and the earth, the Owner 

of majesty and honor)!’ 

Thereupon, the Prophet (may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) said: 

‘Do you know that by which he supplicated Allah? He supplicated Allah by 

His greatest name by which when supplicated, He answers, and by which 

when asked, He gives.’” [Narrated by Al-Tirmidhi; Sahīh (authentic)] 

O Allah, forgive us and bestow Your mercy upon us, O the Most Merciful of 

those who show mercy! 

O the Originator of the heavens and the earth, forgive and pardon us and show 

mercy to us; indeed You are Able to do all things. 

98 

Al-Mu‘ti (The Giver) 

Giving is one of His greatest gifts, 
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generosity is one of His attributes, 

and bounty is among His greatest traits. Who could ever be greater than Him 

in generosity and giving?! 

One of the beautiful names of Allah is “Al-Mu‘ti”. 

The Prophet (may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) is authentically 

reported to have said: “When Allah wills good for someone, He gives him 

proper understanding of the religion. Indeed, I am only a distributer, and 

Allah gives.” [Narrated by Al-Bukhāri and Muslim] 

Our Lord, Exalted be He, is the One Who actually gives to all creatures. No one 

can withhold what He gives or give what He withholds. 

His giving encompasses all that exists. It has no limits or bounds. This is the 

perfect generosity and bounty. 

When our Lord gives, that is benevolence from Him and reform for us; and if 

He withholds, that stems from His wisdom. 

He gives and withholds. These are His favors, and He mercifully gives 

whomever He wishes and wisely withholds from whomever He wishes. 

And His withholding is just and fair. 

Allah’s giving falls under two categories: 

1. General giving in worldly life: 

It encompasses all people, believers and disbelievers, as Allah Almighty sets 

aright their worldly affairs. In the Qur’an, He says:  

ورًا ﴿ لاَءَٓ مَنۡ عَطَاءَٓ رَب كََ  وَمَا كَانَ عَطَاءٓ  رَب كََ مَحظۡ  لاَءَٓ وَهََٰٓؤ  ا نُّمَدُّ هََٰٓؤ 
 [ 20]الإسراء:  ﴾٢٠ك ل ّٗ

{We give both – the latter and the former – from the bounty of your Lord, and 
Your Lord’s bounty is not restricted.} [Surat al-Isrā’: 20] 

2. Special giving in worldly life and in the Hereafter: 

It encompasses the prophets, the messengers, and righteous people. Allah 

Almighty provides them in this life with lawful sustenance, good children, faith, 

piety, certitude, and clear guidance. These are the best gifts in worldly life. The 
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Messenger of Allah (may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) said: “Allah 

Almighty gives worldly opulence to those He loves and those He does not 

love; but He only gives the religion to those He loves.” [Narrated by Al-

Hākim in Al-Mustadrak; Classified as Sahīh (authentic) by Al-Dhahabi] And in the 

Hereafter, He gives them the greatest gift in His Paradise, which is more 

magnificent and perfect than all else. Allah Almighty says:  

ب كََ عَطَاءًٓ حَسَابّٗا ﴿ َن ره  [ 36]النبأ:  ﴾٣٦جَزَاءّٓٗ م 

{A reward and a generous gift from your Lord.} [Surat an-Naba’: 36] 

The greatest gift in Paradise will be the pleasure of the Lord of all the worlds 

and looking at His noble Face. 

The keys of giving: 

Our Lord is Generous and Giving and He loves those who give generously. That 

is why generous givers occupy such high status among people. The Prophet (may 

Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) said: “Hands are of three types: 

Allah’s Hand is the upper one; the hand of the giver is next to it; and the 

beggar’s hand is the lowest. So, give what is surplus, and do not submit 

yourself to the demand of your soul.” [Narrated by Abu Dāwūd; Sahīh 

(authentic)] Generous people will be greatly rewarded by the King of all kings.  

سۡتَخۡلَفَينَ فيَهَ  فَ  ...﴿ م مُّ ا جَعَلكَ  واْ مَمه نفقَ 
َ
هذَينَ ٱوَأ جۡرٞ كَبيَرٞ  ل

َ
مۡ أ واْ لهَ  نفَق 

َ
مۡ وَأ ]الحديد:   ﴾٧ءَامَن واْ مَنك 

7 ] 
{...And spend [in Allah’s cause] out of what He has entrusted you with. For 

those among you who believe and spend, there will be a great reward.} [Surat al-
Hadīd: 7] 

Allah Almighty promised His Prophet (may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon 

him) to give him until he becomes satisfied:  

عۡطَيكَ رَبُّكَ فَتَرۡضَىَٰٓ ﴿  [ 5]الضحى:  ﴾٥وَلسََوفَۡ ي 

{And your Lord will certainly give you so much that you will be well pleased.} 
[Surat ad-Duha: 5] 
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Among the things Allah Almighty will give His Prophet (may Allah’s peace and 

blessings be upon him) in the Hereafter is the Kawthar River:  

عۡطَيۡنَ كَ ﴿
َ
 [ 1]الكوثر:  ﴾١لۡكَوۡثرََ ٱإنَهآ أ

{We have surely given you [O Prophet] the Kawthar.} [Surat al-Kawthar: 1] 

About the Kawthar, the Prophet (may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) 

said: “It is a river which my Lord has promised me. It has abundance of 

good and upon it there is a basin to which my Ummah will come on the 

Day of Judgment. Its vessels are as numerous as the stars.” [Narrated by 

Muslim] 

As Allah Almighty looks at you and sees that you rely upon Him and consider 

Him to be your refuge, presenting all your needs to Him alone, He will give you 

better than what you ask for and honor you beyond what you wish. 

Glory be to the One Who grants wishes lying within the heart yet not uttered 

by the tongue! 

Glory be to Him! He guarantees the provision for all the worlds and nothing 

escapes His knowledge. 

O Allah, bestow Your favors upon us and give us generously and do not deprive 

us and turn us down empty-handed, O Lord of the worlds! 

99 

Al-Muhsin (The Benevolent) 

The Prophet (may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) is authentically 

reported to have said: “If you judge, judge justly, and if you kill, kill 

benevolently; indeed, Allah is Benevolent and He loves benevolence.” 
[Narrated by Al-Tabarāni in Al-Mu‘jam al-Awsat; Hasan (sound)] In another 

Hadīth, Shaddād ibn Aws (may Allah be pleased with him) reported that the 

Prophet (may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) said: “Indeed, Allah 

Almighty is Benevolent and He loves benevolence.” [Al-Jāmi‘ al-Saghīr; Sahīh 
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(authentic)] Our Lord, Exalted be He, is Perfect in His essence, attributes, and 

actions.  

﴿ َ سۡمَاءٓ  ٱوَلَِلّه
َ
وه  ٱفَ  لحۡ سۡنَى  ٱ لأۡ  [ 180]الأعراف:   ﴾...بهََاۖ  دۡع 

{Allah has the Most Beautiful Names, so call upon Him by them...} [Surat al-
A‘rāf: 180] 

No one is more excellent or perfect than He is! It is our Lord: 

هذَيٓ ٱ﴿ حۡسَنَ ك له شَىۡءٍ خَلقََه   ل
َ
 [ 7]السجدة:  ﴾... ۖۥ أ

{Who perfected everything He created...} [Surat as-Sajdah: 7] 

Benevolence is an inseparable attribute of Him. Nothing in existence is spared 

of His benevolence for a while. Indeed, He encompasses all creatures in His 

benevolence and bounty, including the pious and the wicked, the believers and 

the disbelievers. They cannot exist or continue to live without His bounty and 

favors. 

Allah’s benevolence towards His servants first manifests as He brought them 

out of nothing into existence.  

تيَ  علَىَ ﴿
َ
َنَ  لإۡنَسَ نَ ٱهَلۡ أ هۡرَ ٱحَينٞ م  ورًا  لده ذۡك  ا مه ن شَيۡـ ّٗ  [ 1]الإنسان:  ﴾١لمَۡ يكَ 

{Was there not a period of time when man was not a thing [even] mentioned?} 
[Surat al-Insān: 1] 

 خَلقَۡ  ...﴿
َ
 [ 7]السجدة:  ﴾٧مَن طَينٖ  لإۡنَسَ نَ ٱوَبدََأ

{...And initiated the creation of man from clay.} [Surat as-Sajdah: 7] 

Then, He fashioned them in the best form:  

مۡ ...﴿ وَرَك  حۡسَنَ ص 
َ
 [ 64]غافر:  ﴾…فأَ

{...He shaped you and perfected your form...} [Surat Ghāfir: 64] 

Then, He gave them minds that distinguish between the truth and falsehood:  

 [ 10]البلد:  ﴾١٠لنهجۡدَينَۡ ٱوهََدَينَۡ ه  ﴿

{And shown him the two ways [of right and wrong]?} [Surat al-Balad: 10] 



  

 

423 

And He subjected to them the heavens and the earth and what is between 

them:  

نه  ﴿
َ
أ ترََوۡاْ  لمَۡ 

َ
َ ٱأ فيَ    لِلّه ا  مه م  لكَ  رَ  مَ وَ تَ ٱسَخه فيَ    لسه رۡضَ ٱوَمَا 

َ
نعََمَه    لأۡ مۡ  عَلَيۡك  سۡبَغَ 

َ
ِۗ    ۥوَأ وَبَاطَنَةّٗ ظَ هَرَةّٗ 

 [ 20]لقمان:   ﴾...
{Do you not see that Allah has made subservient to you all that is in the 

heavens and on earth, and has abundantly bestowed upon you His favors, both 
apparent and hidden?...} [Surat Luqmān: 20] 

And He bestowed His countless favors upon them:  

واْ نعَۡمَتَ  ...﴿ َ ٱوَإِن تَع دُّ ِۗ إنَه  لِلّه وهَآ حۡص  ارٞ  لإۡنَسَ نَ ٱلاَ ت   [ 34]إبراهيم:  ﴾٣٤لظََل ومٞ كَفه

{...If you try to count the blessings of Allah, you cannot count them. Indeed, 
mankind is highly unjust and ungrateful.} [Surat Ibrāhim: 34] 

Complete benevolence: 

The greatest benevolence Allah bestows upon His servants is guiding them to 

this religion and making them inclined and steadfast on it till death.  

َ ٱإنَه ﴿ هذَينَ ٱمَعَ   لِلّه ْ ٱ ل هذَينَ ٱوه  تهقَوا حسَۡن ونَ  ل م مُّ  [ 128]النحل:  ﴾١٢٨ه 

{Indeed, Allah is with those who fear Him and those who do good.} [Surat an-
Nahl: 128] 

Leading His close servants to a good and safe life:  

ؤۡمَنٞ فَلَن حۡييََنهه  ﴿ وَ م  نثَى  وهَ 
 
وۡ أ
َ
َن ذَكَرٍ أ ا م  حۡسَنَ مَا    ۥمَنۡ عَمَلَ صَ لحَّٗ

َ
م بأَ جۡرهَ 

َ
مۡ أ ۖ وَلنََجۡزيََنهه  ةّٗ طَي بََةّٗ حَيَو 

 [ 97]النحل:  ﴾٩٧كَان واْ يَعۡمَل ونَ 

{Whoever does righteous deeds, male or female, while being a believer, We 
will surely grant him a good life, and We will surely reward them according to 
the best of their deeds.} [Surat an-Nahl: 97] 

Removing the distress of His close servants and saving them from adversities. 

Yūsuf (Joseph) (peace be upon him) is quoted in the Qur’an as saying:  

 [ 100]يوسف:  ﴾...إنَه رَب يَ لطََيفٞ ل مََا يشََاءٓ    ...﴿
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{...My Lord is gracious to whom He wills...} [Surat Yūsuf: 100] 

Then, His perfect benevolence towards His close servants will be displayed in 

the Hereafter. That is the highest benevolence, and even more. Allah Almighty 

says:  

حۡسَن واْ  ۞﴿
َ
هذَينَ أ  [ 26]يونس:   ﴾...وَزيََادَةۖٞ  لحۡ سۡنَى  ٱ ل لَ

{For those who do good there will be the best reward and more...} [Surat 
Yūnus: 26] 

The best reward for them is Paradise. 

And what is more: is looking at the Face of their Exalted Lord. Indeed, there is 

nothing better, more beautiful, more perfect, or more sublime than His noble 

Face. 

Moreover, He combines for them the two kinds of reward, of this world and of 

the Hereafter. He says:  

م  ﴿ نۡيَا ٱثوََابَ  لِلّه  ٱ فَـ َاتىَ ه  سۡنَ ثوََابَ  لدُّ حَبُّ  لِلّه  ٱوَ  لۡأٓخَرَةَ  ٱوحَ  حۡسَنيَنَ ٱي   [ 148]آل عمران:  ﴾١٤٨ لمۡ 

{So Allah gave them the reward of this world and the best reward of the 
Hereafter, for Allah loves those who do good.} [Surat Ᾱl ‘Imrān: 148] 

Our Lord, Exalted be He, is the Owner of great benevolence and perfection. 

Hence, He perfected His Shariah and included in it the good outcomes and lofty 

objectives, which are beneficial for all humanity.  

حۡسَن  مَنَ  ...﴿
َ
َ ٱوَمَنۡ أ ا ل قََوۡمٖ ي وقنَ ونَ  لِلّه كۡمّٗ  [ 50]المائدة:  ﴾٥٠ح 

{...Who could be better than Allah in judgment for people who are certain in 
faith?} [Surat al-Mā’idah: 50] 

Ihsān (perfection/benevolence) is of two kinds: 

1. Ihsān in worshiping Allah Almighty: 

This is the highest and most sublime position as mentioned in the well-known 

long Hadīth involving Jibrīl (Gabriel), where the Prophet (may Allah’s peace and 

blessings be upon him) interpreted Ihsān as follows: “It is to worship Allah as if 
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you could see Him; if you do not see Him, He sees you.” [Narrated by Al-

Bukhāri and Muslim] 

2. Ihsān towards the servants of Allah Almighty: 

This is to bring to them all kinds of goodness and refrain from harming them. 

Allah Almighty says:  

َ ٱإنَه  ....﴿ جۡرَ   لِلّه
َ
حۡسَنيَنَ ٱلاَ ي ضَيع  أ  [ 120]التوبة:  ﴾١٢٠ لمۡ 

{...Allah does not allow the reward of those who do good to go to waste.} 
[Surat at-Tawbah: 120] 

Our Lord, Exalted be He, loves His names and loves that His servants draw 

close to Him by actions entailed by the meanings of His names. He is Merciful 

and loves those who are merciful, Generous and loves those who are generous, 

and Benevolent and loves those who act benevolently. In the Qur’an, He says:  

َ ٱإنَه  ....﴿ حَبُّ  لِلّه حۡسَنيَنَ ٱي   [ 195]البقرة:  ﴾ ١٩٥لمۡ 

{...For Allah loves those who do good.} [Surat al-Baqarah: 195] 

The most entitled to one’s benevolence and kindness are his parents, as Allah 

Almighty says:  

يۡنَا ﴿  [ 15]الأحقاف:  ﴾...بوََ لدََيهَۡ إحَۡسَ نًاۖ  لإۡنَسَ نَ ٱوَوَصه

{We have enjoined upon man kindness to his parents...} [Surat al-Ahqāf: 15] 

He also says:  

حۡسَنَ  ....﴿
َ
حۡسَن كَمَآ أ

َ
 [ 77]القصص:   ﴾...إلَيَۡكَۖ  لِلّه  ٱوَأ

{...And do good as Allah has done good to you...} [Surat al-Qasas: 77] 

To You, Lord of the Throne, I complain. 

And I supplicate You during hardships. 

My Lord, fulfill our wishes 

and be Merciful to us and answer our supplications. 

O You Who always show benevolence, 
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O You Who always show forgiveness, 

we seek refuge in You, our Lord, from our evil actions. 

We hope for Your forgiveness and pardon. 

Help us, help us, and remove our hardships 

and save us from trouble and harm. 

Bestow Your bounty, benevolence, forgiveness, and pardon. 

Indeed, You are worthy of doing that. 

O Allah, make us among the benevolent and show benevolence to us and 

accept from us, from our parents, and from all Muslims. 

Pauses of reflection upon the beautiful names of Allah 

1. The believer should make his best effort to know Allah Almighty and His 

names, attributes, and actions, without negating, likening, distorting, or asking 

about their nature or manner. 

His knowledge should be derived from the Qur’an and Sunnah and the 

authentic reports from the Companions (may Allah be pleased with them) and 

those who followed them with righteousness. 

2. The names of Allah Almighty should be taken as they are reported, and not 

to be subject to our personal reasoning. Hence, we should take them as they are 

mentioned in the Qur’an and Sunnah, without addition or omission. 

3. The beautiful names of Allah Almighty should not be regarded as limited or 

numbered, for there are other names and attributes which He, Exalted be He, 

keeps to Himself as part of the unseen, and they are not known to anyone, 

including angels and prophets. A Hadīth reads in part of it: “... I ask You by every 

name that belongs to You, which You have named Yourself with, revealed in 

Your Book, taught any one of Your creation, or kept to Yourself in the knowledge 

of the unseen with You...” [Narrated by Al-Tabarāni in Al-Mu‘jam al-Kabīr; Sahīh 

(authentic)] 
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With regard to the Prophet’s Hadīth: “Allah has ninety nine names, one 

hundred minus one, and whoever memorizes them will enter Paradise,” 

[Narrated by Al-Bukhāri and Muslim] this is a one complete statement, which 

indicates that whoever memorizes the ninety nine names will enter Paradise. 

Yet, this does not necessarily mean that they are only ninety nine and not more. 

For example, we may say “so-and-so has a hundred slaves that he has 

prepared for Jihad.” This does not mean that he does not possess other slaves 

prepared for other purposes than Jihad. There is no disagreement among 

scholars on this point. 

Moreover, the Prophet’s statement “and whoever memorizes them will enter 

Paradise” means: Whoever memorizes and understands them and praises Allah 

Almighty thereby. These are three degrees. Whoever does any of them, along 

with sincere intention, and acts accordingly has indeed memorized them, as 

stated by Al-Qurtubi, Al-Khattābi, and Ibn al-Qayyim (may Allah have mercy upon 

them). 

4. All the names of Allah Almighty are beautiful, and they fall under four 

categories: 

First: Names of beauty: 

They inspire within people’s souls a sense of intimacy, love for Allah and 

meeting Him, and feelings of comfort and tranquility. They open the door of 

hope for people so they do not despair of Allah’s mercy. Examples of these 

names include: Ar-Rahmān (the Most Compassionate), Ar-Rahīm (the Most 

Merciful), Al-Karīm (the Generous), Al-‘Afuww (the Pardoner), Al-Halīm (the 

Forbearing), Al-Ghafūr (the All-Forgiving), At-Tawwāb (the Accepting of 

repentance), etc. 

Second: Names of majesty: 

They inspire within people’s souls a sense of awe and fear from their Lord, as 

well as glorification and extolment of Him. 

They carry the meanings of vanquishing, power, might, and greatness, such as: 

Al-‘Azīz (the All-Mighty), Al-Jabbār (the Compeller), Al-Qahhār (the Superb 
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Vanquisher), Al-Qawiyy (the All-Powerful), Al-Kabīr (the Great), and Al-

Mutakabbir (the Supreme). 

Third: Names of lordship: 

These are the names which prompt the believer to feel humbled before his 

Lord and that he is weak and a created being by Allah Almighty. 

They point to the lordship of Allah Almighty, such as: Ar-Rabb (the Lord), As-

Sayyid (the Master), Al-Malik (the King), Al-Mālik (the Owner), Al-Khāliq (the 

Creator), Al-Bāri’ (the Initiator), and Ar-Rāziq (the Provider). 

Fourth: Names of divinity: 

These are the names which prompt the believer to feel that he is a slave of 

Allah Almighty and that Allah is the One worthy of being worshiped alone. 

They contain the meanings of divinity, such as: Al-Ilāh (the God) and As-Samad 

(the Eternal Refuge). 

This classification is done on the basis of the meanings of these names. Yet all 

the names of Allah Almighty combine beauty, majesty, perfection, and 

greatness. They point to the Best and Most Sublime One to be described. 

5. Each of these names establishes the attribute of perfection for Allah 

Almighty. Hence, His names are all beautiful, and His attributes point to His 

perfection, magnificence, and majesty, and His actions comprise wisdom, mercy, 

benefits, and justice. 

6. None among the names of Allah Almighty signifies evil or deficiency. 

Indeed, evil does not come from Him and is not part of His attributes or 

ascribed to His essence, and it does not exist in any of His actions. So, evil may 

not be attributed to His actions or attributes. 

7. Allah Almighty commands His servants to supplicate Him by His names. He 

says:  

﴿ َ سۡمَاءٓ  ٱوَلَِلّه
َ
وه  ٱفَ  لحۡ سۡنَى  ٱ لأۡ  [ 180]الأعراف:   ﴾...بهََاۖ  دۡع 

{Allah has the Most Beautiful Names, so call upon Him by them...} [Surat al-
A‘rāf: 180] 
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This includes the supplications of worship and the supplications of requests. 

This is indeed one of the best and greatest acts of obedience and piety. 

8. The beautiful names of Allah Almighty are not collectively listed in any 

Prophetic Hadīth. 

We should stick to the rule that “the names of Allah Almighty should be 

derived from the Qur’an and Sunnah.” 

9. The second edition comprises commentary on ninety nine names among the 

beautiful names of Allah Almighty, as agreed between Shaykh Muhammad ibn 

Sālih ibn ‘Uthaymīn, Dr. ‘Umar Sulaymān al-Ashqar, and Shaykh ‘Abdul-‘Azīz ibn 

‘Abdullah ibn Bāz (may Alah have mercy upon them all) - or as agreed by two of 

the three. 

In conclusion.. 

It has been accomplished with the help of Allah Almighty. I have collected what 

I could in this book, and I implore Allah to accept it from me and make it 

beneficial for everyone. 

And may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon Prophet Muhammad and his 

family and Companions. 

And praise be to Allah, Lord of the worlds. 

* It has been edited and proofread by Mr. Muhammad ‘Abdul-‘Azhīm and Mr. 
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